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INSIDE AREA DEATHS

State Patrol rolls out body cams
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLISHER

Something else will 
be watching closely the 
next time you interact 
with a Minnesota state 
trooper.

The State Patrol is 
now fully equipped with 
body-worn cameras, 
which are mounted in 
the middle of the chests 
of all troopers. The 
statewide rollout of the 
project began in Decem-
ber and was completed 
on May 5.

Sgt. Troy Chris-
tianson finds the body 
cameras revolutionary 
in technology from 
when he started 24 
years ago. First, there 
were no cameras 
followed by VHS tapes 
and DVD technology 

with in-squad camera 
systems and now all 
video goes directly into 
cloud storage.

“It’s good to have the 
new technology, and 
it’s simple– that’s even 
better yet,” Christian-
son said. “The cloud 
is perfect and we don’t 
have to deal with filing 
anything.”

During the project, 
the State Patrol in-
stalled 644 in-car cam-
era systems and issued 
body-worn cameras to 
613 sworn members of 
the patrol and 92 non-
sworn members. Body 
cams have also been 
issued to commercial 

vehicle inspectors and 
capitol security officers.

In all, 705 body cam-
eras and 1,349 camera 
systems are keeping an 
extra eye on Minneso-
tans. In 2021, the state 
legislature approved the 
body cams, which came 
with a price tag of near-
ly $7 million, according 
to Christianson.

As part of the pro-
cess, all squads had to 
be retrofitted to make 
room for the new cam-
eras. Christianson said 
it took four hours to 
rewire each squad.

Troopers are project-
ed to record an average 

Malo named Teacher 
of Year in Owatonna

BY RICK BUSSLER
PUBLISHER

Andrew Malo 
is proud to be back 
teaching in the school 
district where he 
received his formal 
education.

His enthusiasm 
and energy as Spanish 
and world languages 
teacher at Owatonna 
Middle School hasn’t 
go unnoticed as his 
colleagues have chosen 
him as the Owatonna 
Teacher of the Year.

Public weighs in 
on wind farm
Owatonna Chamber 

supports proposed project
BY KAREN  

M. JORGENSEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Local residents 
got their chance to 
comment on Dodge 
County Wind’s propos-
al to construct 79 wind 
turbines and a 27-mile-
long transmission line 
mainly through Dodge 
County but beginning 
in Steele County and 
ending in Mower 
County last week.

The Minneso-
ta Public Utilities 
Commission staff 
held several meet-
ings in Kasson to get 
in-person comments 
on the proposal by 
Dodge County Wind, a 
subsidiary of NextEra 
Energy. The PUC 
commissioners will 
have the final say on 
if the project gets the 
required permits.

Speakers expressed 

New owners at Brookside
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The baton has been 
passed from the Stender 
family to the Kraft 
family.

In accepting the 
mantle of ownership for 
the Brookside Camp-
grounds, Marshall and 
Mary Kraft promise to 
provide the same stellar 
service as provided 
by Dondi and Karla 
Stender.

Brookside is located 
in Mower County, about 
3 1/2 miles southeast of 
Blooming Prairie, bor-
dering the Cedar River.

The Stenders have 
owned and managed 
Brookside for the past 
seven years. The new 
owners come from Iowa 
as did the Stenders.

The new owners and 
former owners all sat 
down with The Times 
to talk about the past 
successes of Brookside 
and also to peek into the 
future.

The actual change in 
ownership occurred on 
April 25. Brookside is 
considered among the 
finest in the camping 
world.

Being avid campers 
for many years, the 

Krafts began looking 
for a campground that 
would suit their desire 
to get into the camping 
business. Brookside is 
the first campground 
the Krafts have owned.

With their two 
children, Kari, 33, and 
D.J., 20, fostering their 
own careers, a contrast 
from the campground 
business, Dondi and 
Karla decided to put the 
business up for sale.

D.J. will graduate 
from the University of 
Platteville in January of 
2024. Kari lives in New 
York City but will soon 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
It has been a rough go so far this spring for area farmers battling wet and cool conditions. The weather finally turned last week with some hot temperatures and timely 
rain to allow farmers like Brian Nelson and Kyle Strunk to load a 24-row planter and get corn seed into the ground. A recent USDA report shows less than 1% of corn and 
soybeans were in the ground last week, compared to 71% of corn and 23% of beans planted this time last year.

STEELE
COUNTYTımesTımesTımesWednesday, May 18, 2022  Wednesday, May 18, 2022  

PLANTING, PLANTING, 
AT LASTAT LAST

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Brookside Campgrounds, located about 3 1/2 miles southeast of Blooming Prairie, 
has new owners, Marshall and Mary Kraft at left. They purchased the business from 
Karla and Dondi Stender. See BROOKSIDE on A12 ►

See PUBLIC on A9 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Sgt. Troy Christianson of the State Patrol displays the new body cam on the center 
of his chest that all troopers are now wearing across Minnesota. The statewide 
rollout of the cameras began in December and was completed two weeks ago.

See BODY CAMS on A11 ►

Andrew Malo has been 
named Owatonna’s 
Teacher of the Year for 
2022. He is a Spanish/
world languages 
teacher at Owatonna 

Middle School.See MALO on A14 ►
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Owatonna awards celebrate city’s entrepreneurial spirit
BY JONI HUBRED

neWs edITOR

It took two years, but 
the second class of hon-
orees finally took their 
place Wednesday in the 
Owatonna Entrepre-
neurship Hall of Fame.

Delayed by the pan-
demic, the 2021 Entre-
preneurship Awards 
Ceremony was held at 
the Steele County Histo-
ry Center. Emcee Brad 
Meier, Owatonna Area 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Tourism president, said 
the event “celebrates 
those who take risks and 
do exciting things.”

“Owatonna has a 
history of entrepreneur-
ship that has shaped 
the community in many 
ways,” he said.

Owatonna Area 
Business Development 
Center director Bill Ow-
ens said a tremendous 
history of entrepreneur-
ship runs through the 
community.

“I don’t know that 
there’s another town or 
county like it,” he said.

The first award of the 
event, special recogni-
tion for contributions 
in furthering entre-
preneurship within 
the community, went 
to retiring Owatonna 
High School teacher 
Scott Pierce.

Superintendent Jeff 
Elstad said Pierce, a 
business education 
teacher, starts students 
out “in the mindset 
of entrepreneurship” 
through practical expe-
riences.

“What Mr. Pierce 
brings to our students 
is truly the sense that 
if you do work, and you 
work hard, and you 
work hard at under-
standing entrepre-
neurship… you can do 
anything you want to 
do,” Elstad said.

Pierce said being in 
Owatonna has offered 
him many examples to 
share with his students. 
He said he often tells his 
students, “Sometimes 
it’s better to be humbled 
by failure than to be 
arrogant from success. 
Just keep trying.”

Top entrepreneur
Scott Limberg of Lim-

berg Productions picked 
up the Entrepreneur of 
the Year award. During 
the pandemic, Limberg 
and his staff of 24 creat-
ed “Business Talk” to 
help businesses commu-
nicate their hours and 
service changes, helped 
nonprofits with lives-
treamed fundraisers, 
and more.

Award nominees 
included:

· Dan Kubista of 
Wagner’s Lunch, a 
downtown Owatonna 
icon that has overcome 
not only pandemic 
challenges but street 
construction in front of 
the restaurant;

· Roger Warehime, 
who came up with 
the idea and rallied 
support for Foremost 
Brewing, a downtown 
Owatonna brewpub 
cooperative; and

· Scott Haglund of 
Straight River Coffee, 
Owatonna’s first coffee 
roastery offering whole 
bean and ground coffee, 
supplies, and education.

Hall of Fame suc-
cess

Meier said the 2021 
Entrepreneur Hall of 
Fame class is only the 
second to be installed. 
The first inductees 
were honored in 2020. 
The Hall of Fame 
designation, he said, 
represents “a testament 
to their success over a 
long period of time.”

The 2021 class in-
cludes:

Carol Nelson
Nelson’s National 

Tree Expert Company 
brought his family to 
Owatonna in 1963. He 
bought and sold several 
businesses over the 
next 30-plus years. At 
the young age of 90, 
he’s working on his 
latest company Motion 
Restore LLC, which 
manufactures a device 
for rehabbing knees, 
shoulders, and elbows.

Otto Josten
Josten launched 

his jewelry and watch 
repair business in 
Owatonna around the 
turn of the 20th centu-
ry. In 1906, the company 
added class rings to its 
product line sold to high 
school students across 
the Midwest. With 
corporate offices now 
in Bloomington, the 
company provides class 
rings, yearbooks, grad-
uation products, and 
photographic services.

E.S. Gandrud
Gandrud founded 

the Gandy Company 
after inventing a land 
measuring wheel that 
solved a need for the 
federal government’s 
new land measuring 
program in 1936. He 
and his wife, Edith, 
moved the company to 
Owatonna because of its 
transportation infra-
structure and business 
climate. The original 
Gandy building has 
been expanded 14 times 
and today manufac-
tures agricultural, turf, 
and lawn equipment.

Stephens Lange
Owatonna Canning 

Company was pur-
chased by Stephens’ 
father L.C. Lange in 
1912, around the time 
Stephens was born. He 
started working for the 
company at age 12 and 
joined it full-time in 
1932. A leader in mov-
ing the food processing 
industry from hand 
labor to automated sys-
tems, he helped bring 
production for Hormel 
to Owatonna in 1949. 

Owatonna Canning 
Company was sold to 
Chiquita when Stephens 
retired in 1997.

The Kaplan Family
The Kaplan family’s 

history of entrepre-
neurship in Owatonna 
began when Godfrey 
Kaplan was born on 
the family farm in 
1861. His son, Rueben, 
founded the Owatonna 
Tool Company with 
Jim Peterson in 1925. 
Rueben held many 
patents; the company’s 

biggest product, the 
Grip-o-Matic puller, 
has been sold around 
the world. Rueben’s 
son, R.W. “Buzz” Ka-
plan, managed the com-
pany for more than 50 
years, growing it from 
30 to more than 3,000 
employees. He was also 
president and founder 
of Heritage Halls Muse-
um and instrumental 
in bringing Cabela’s, 
Famous Dave’s and 
other restaurants to 
Owatonna.

Garage sale fun in BP

COVId clinics still offered by Public Health
Steele County Public 

Health has made a few 
changes to the COVID Vacci-
nation Clinic.

There is a free COVID 
clinic every Wednesday 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Public Health office at 635 

Florence Ave., Owatonna.
Appointments are not 

needed but can be scheduled 
online or by calling 507-444-
7650.

Pfizer and Moderna Vac-
cines are available for all eli-
gible, including children and 

those needing booster doses.
Licensed registered nurs-

es are available to answer 
any Immunization questions.

Nurses can also provide 
vaccinations to home-bound 
individuals at their place of 
residence.

BP school Board OKs 
preliminary budget

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz 
and the state’s top lawmak-
ers announced a bipartisan 
deal Monday morning, part 
of which includes $1 billion 
in new money for public 
schools.

But the finer points of how 
it will be distributed – and 
how it can be used – still 
have to be decided.

It was that news that 
framed a much smaller, but 
no less important budget 
discussion at the Blooming 
Prairie School Board meet-
ing Monday.

Members approved the 
preliminary budget for the 
2022-23 school year, knowing 
things will change.

Nancy Clark, business 
manager for the school 
district, “always looks at 
the worst-case scenario, 
and backs up from there,” 
said Superintendent Chris 
Staloch. “She is very conser-
vative in the spending.”

Clark recognizes and 
accounts for the unknowns: 
Not all of the employee con-
tracts have been settled, and 
of course the cost of fuel and 
utilities continues to climb.

“We’re projecting seeing 
an increase in transporta-
tion, in just the fuel cost,” 
Staloch said. “We have a fuel 
clause in our transportation 
contract,” which will be 
negotiated this summer.

The payroll is also climb-
ing – another sign of the 
growth Blooming Prairie 
Schools is seeing.

“Ten years ago, we were 
cutting people,” said Board 
member Dean Meshke. “Now 
we’re adding” employees.

An update on the build-

ing project funded by the 
district’s $34 million referen-
dum measure is another sign 
– of both the growth and the 
rising costs.

The last round of us-
er-group meetings – for the 
new gymnasium, performing 
arts center, CTE and special 
education – are scheduled, 
said Superintendent Chris 
Staloch, and district offi-
cials have met with city and 
county officials to discuss 
matters like ADA compli-
ance, crosswalks and other 
infrastructure.

“We have a certain amount 
of money,” said Board mem-
ber Jon Sunde, who is the 
group’s treasurer, “and that 
amount of money we have 
will not do as much as we 
thought it would do two years 
ago. But we’re going to do our 
best to get what we can.”

The contractors are plan-
ning for cost-saving designs 
already, he said, including 
using plastic pipe with a 
lifetime guarantee instead of 
copper pipes.

The referendum provided 
$27.6 million for additions 
and improvements to the 
elementary and junior/
senior school buildings. At 
the high school, the project 
will add six new classrooms, 
flex learning space and a 
performing arts center; 
upgrades to the industrial 
technology program; an 
expansion of the Commons; 
more art and music space; 
and new baseball and soft-
ball fields.

The measure also pro-
vided $6.4 million for the 
“acquisition and betterment 
of school sites,” including a 
new high school gym.

Construction is scheduled 
to begin within a month.

STAFF PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Hundreds of people converged on Blooming Prairie Friday and Saturday for the annual spring garage 
sales throughout the community. Top left: Vikki Wacek and Dawn Gross partner for a neighborhood 
garage sale last Friday and Saturday. Top right: Dixie Swenson, a seventh grader, helped sell more 
than 500 DVDs during the sale. Bottom left: Kinsley Sweet, 3-year-old daughter of Mandi Sweet, of 
Owatonna bought a hot dog during Women of Today's citywide garage sale. Bottom right: Vandal's 
Family Market owner Brady Holmber loads up another hot dog for a happy customer. Assisting him 
is Evan Fykserr. 

Entrepreneurship award winner 
focuses on community

BY JONI HUBRED
neWs edITOR

When the COVID-19 
pandemic hit Owatonna 
businesses, nonprofits, 
and schools, Scott Lim-
berg’s video production 
business literally had 
nowhere to go.

Since 2012, Lim-
berg Productions has 
captured events and ac-
tivities throughout the 
community for Owa-
tonnaLive.com. He and 
his staff usually can 
be seen behind a video 
camera at everything 
from Owatonna and 
Medford high school 
sports events to sum-
mer concerts and local 
government meetings.

“Everything is 
community based, and 
everybody was shut 
down,” said Limberg, 
named Entrepreneur 
of the Year during a 
Wednesday ceremony 
at the Steele County 
History Center. “There 
were no concerts, no 
livestreams... so we 
had a lot of time on our 
hands.”

He and his crew 
started taking their vid-
eo equipment around to 
local businesses, giving 
them an opportunity to 
talk about their hours, 
what services they still 
offered, and how to find 
them. Those free video 
segments formed the 
foundation for “Busi-
ness Talk,” a series 

that’s still running on 
OwatonnaLive.

Limberg Produc-
tions also teamed up 
with Steele County on 
a weekly series with 
updated COVID data 
and information, with 
nonprofits holding 
virtual fundraisers, and 
with Michaelson Funer-
al Home to livestream 
funeral services for 
loved ones to view on a 
private website.

All those commu-
nity-minded actions 
earned Limberg Produc-
tions the Spirit of Owa-
tonna award from the 
Owatonna Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Tourism in February.

After Wednesday’s 
event, Limberg said 
he felt honored to be 
in the company of 
nominated business 

owners: Dan Kubista of 
Wagner’s Lunch, Roger 
Warehime of Foremost 
Brewing, Scott Haglund 
of Straight River Coffee.

“Entrepreneurship 
is the driving force in 
America, not just Owa-
tonna,” Limberg said. 
“In small towns, when 
the community gets 
behind the person who 
has an idea, that’s when 
it really takes off.”

While the honors are 
welcome and appreci-
ated, Limberg said his 
company will keep do-
ing the work he and his 
family started in their 
garage 11 years ago.

“We’re gonna make 
sure we continue our 
drive and what we 
started for, bringing the 
community together 
with the power of vid-
eo,” he said.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Scott Limberg accepts his Entrepreneur of the Year 
award.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED 
Chad Lange accepts the 2021 Hall of Fame Award for 
his father, Stephens Lange, who passed away in 2012. 
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New staff joins Leo Augusta Academy
Eleven new faces have 

joined the Leo Augusta 
Children’s Academy in 
Blooming Prairie within 
the past week, Director 
Doug Anderson an-
nounced.

Staff members are 
currently going through 
training prior to the 
academy’s opening slated 
for early June, Anderson 
said. 

The facility will have 
the ability to provide 
care and support to 
more than 100 children. 
It offers 18,000 square 
feet of building and land 
occupying 3 acres. 

This week the Times 
introduces the new staff 
members to the commu-
nity. 

Lead Teacher
Katie Crabtree, 

Infant Teacher
Katie joins the acade-

my with a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in teaching 
and a degree in elemen-
tary education K-6. She 
is a recent graduate of 
Winona State University. 
Katelyn is a valuable 
contributor to the acad-
emy and will be able to 
showcase her abilities 
to work with students, 
families, and co-workers. 
Katelyn strives to create 
a classroom community 
that is safe, and fun, 
and promotes positive 
student growth.

Katie resides in 
Waltham and will be 
celebrating her wed-
ding in July with her 
soon-to-be husband Sam 
Hulst. Katie enjoys being 
around farm animals, 
riding horses, and spend-
ing time with family and 
friends in her downtime.

Lead Teacher
Kaylee Chick, Tod-

dler Teacher
Kaylee brings to the 

academy six years of 
related work experience 
using her well-rounded 
capabilities to serve our 
toddler development 
needs. Kaylee’s unique 
way of creating age-ap-
propriate lesson plans 
will serve as a strength 
to the academy and 
undoubtedly keep our 
toddlers learning with-
out even knowing it. 

Kaylee is currently 
enrolled in the Early 
Childhood Development 
Program at Rochester 
Community and Techni-
cal College. She is expect-
ed to graduate in 2023. 
Kaylee resides in Hay-
field and enjoys spending 
time with family, friends, 
and her boyfriend, 
babysitting, binge-watch-
ing TV series, and 
spending time outdoors 
(camping, campfires, and 
camping). Kaylee loves 
interacting with kids and 
the connections that she 

builds with parents and 
families along the way.

Lead Teacher
Hailey Naatz, Pre-

school Teacher
Hailey joins the acad-

emy with an AAS Degree 
in Early Childhood 
Education earned from 
South Central College in 
Faribault. Throughout 
completing her courses, 
she has been exposed to 
classroom management, 
child development, plan-
ning, and organization, 
as well as group and 
individual observations 
and assessments. Hailey 
will help your child grow 
and learn in a positive, 
safe, and friendly envi-
ronment. 

Hailey currently 
resides in Blooming Prai-
rie and enjoys baking 
(cakes, cupcakes, almost 
anything), spending 
time with families and 
friends, farming, and 
farm animals. Hailey has 
a love for all animals, but 
especially loves cows. 
She enjoys walks and 
time outdoors. Hailey is 
very excited about this 
new journey as a lead 
teacher and is looking 
forward to working with 
many amazing co-work-
ers and families.

Lead Teacher
Josie Mueller, 

School-Age Teacher
Josie joins the acad-

emy with a bachelor’s 
degree in early child-
hood education from 
Winona State University. 
In addition to Josie’s 
formal education, she 
also brings over three 
years of related work 
experience. Josie brings 
a great attitude and work 
ethic to the classroom. 
Her organizational skills, 
compassion, passion, and 
leadership will ensure 
those children in her 
class are engaged.  

Josie resides in Owa-
tonna and enjoys being 

outdoors and spending 
time with her family and 
pets.  

Lead Teacher
Whittney McCam-

ish, Multi-Classroom 
Teacher

Whittney brings 
two years of previous 
childcare experience 
to the academy with a 
broad range of skills.  
Whittney has led lessons 
in small and large motor 
activities, and STEAM 
activities including art 
projects, obstacle cours-
es, writing, and music. 
Working with children 
has been her dream job 
since she graduated from 
high school and that was 
solidified after gain-
ing those two years of 
experience. Whittney is 
particularly good at mak-
ing new children feel wel-
come in an unfamiliar 
environment. She needs 
to connect personally 
to each child. She uses 
her organizational skills 
and patience in every 
classroom.

Whittney is looking 
forward to gaining more 
work experience in this 
field to follow her pas-
sion.  Whittney resides 
in Ellendale and has 
worked with her brother 
for the past eight years.

Assistant Teacher
Madi Lubbert, In-

fant Assistant Teacher
Madi joins the acade-

my as a team player with 
a positive attitude that 
will certainly help others 
and set the academy 
up for success. Madi is 
currently enrolled in the 
Early Childhood Care 
and Education program 
at Rochester Community 
and Technical College. 
She is expected to grad-
uate Summer of 2023. 
Madi has been interested 
in the childcare industry 
since she was a young 
child and provides the 
academy with three 

years of related work 
experience. 

Madi enjoys spending 
time with family and 
friends, traveling, and 
watching kids. She chose 
LACA to seek more 
learning in the educa-
tion field. She is excited 
to meet new people and 
learn all about kids. 
Madi is looking for-
ward to using both her 
experience and education 
to communicate well 
with children and guide 
children to their next 
amazing milestone. 

Program Assistant
Karri Skow, Toddler 

Program Assistant
Karri brings to the 

academy six years of 
working as a parapro-
fessional in the public 
school system.  During 
Karri’s time, she has 
worked primarily with 
young children with 
severe autism. It’s a gift 
to have Karri join the 
academy with the skill 
set of understanding and 
working with children in 
their uniqueness.  Karri 
is CPI trained which 
allows her to teach and 
implement best practices 
for managing difficult 
situations and disrup-
tive behaviors during a 
nonviolent crisis. 

Karri resides in 
Blooming Prairie with 
her husband Mark. Karri 
enjoys spending time 
with her two grandsons 
Cashius and Cayden.

Program Assistant
Kim Routh, Pre-

school Program 
Assistant

Kim has 19 years 
of paraprofessional 
experience in a public 
school system. Kim’s 
experience, willingness 
to learn, hardworking 
attitude, and flexible 
work style will be highly 
regarded at the academy. 
Kim is a very caring and 
supportive individual 

and her family is every-
thing. Kim will bring 
that family togetherness 
value to the academy and 
the children she works 
with. Kim has a unique 
ability to partner with 
those children that bring 
us the most challenges.

Kim lives in New 
Richland with her hus-
band Chan. Kim has four 
sons and four grandchil-
dren. Kim enjoys playing 
Bingo, going for walks, 
and shopping in her 
spare time. 

Program Assistant
Audrea Horejsi, 

School-Age Program 
Assistant

Audrea brings numer-
ous years of experience 
to the academy with her 
outgoing and personable 
charm.   Audrea has 
most recently provided 
craft class instructions 
through Community 
Education courses to 
school-aged children in 
K-6 in the surrounding 
communities. Audrea 
served as a girl scout 
leader while her girls 
were in Elementary 
School. Audrea has been 
told more than once that 
she missed her calling 
as a youth to become a 
teacher but all is not lost. 
During Audrea’s work-
life she has managed 
to always find a way 
to work with children, 
explore how to put things 
together, and make the 
most unique things that 
pique a child’s interest.  

Audrea lives in Ellen-
dale with her husband 
and two daughters. In 
her free time, she enjoys 
scrapbooking, making 
keepsakes, and spending 
time with her family.  

Assistant Director
Daysha Zilm, Assis-

tant Director
Daysha comes to the 

academy with seven 
years of experience in 
the childcare industry 

including three years 
working as an Assistant 
Director in a childcare 
setting. Daysha has an 
upbeat attitude, a love 
for children, and orga-
nizational skills that 
will be of significant 
value to the academy. 
Daysha’s knowledge of 
records and retention, 
policy and procedures, 
and staff mentoring will 
help lead the academy 
to success. Daysha will 
work in close collabora-
tion with the Director 
and Board of Directors 
to ensure the academy’s 
mission is considered 
during every major 
business decision. 

Daysha has a Child 
Development Associate 
Certificate earned from 
Riverland Community 
College. In Daysha’s 
downtime, she enjoys 
spending time with her 
fiancé Gabe and their son 
Grady. She enjoys explor-
ing the great outdoors, 
hiking, camping, and 
anything under the sun 
with her family.  

Academy Coordi-
nator

Tammy Jax, Acade-
my Coordinator

Tammy joins the 
academy with over six 
years of related work 
experience in a vast 
variety of roles in the 
early childhood industry. 
Tammy also spent 22 
years in the healthcare 
industry working with 
families and patients in 
the surgical unit. We are 
fortunate to have Tammy 
join the academy to bring 
her wide range of skill 
sets such as food/dining, 
management, sched-
uling, and community 
coordination.

Tammy is eager to 
be part of the Blooming 
Prairie community and 
her infectious laugh and 
personality will no doubt 
win you over. Tammy is 
from a family of seven 
and is the middle child. 
She graduated from 
Hayfield and attended 
RCTC working at Mayo 
facilities for 16 years 
after graduation. She 
was a trained Surgeon’s 
Assistant. Tammy has a 
daughter who recently 
graduated as an RN and 
Tammy was searching 
for a new role in child-
care and has found that 
at the Academy.

Tammy’s interests 
include singing and mu-
sic, sports, and family. 
Tammy has seen the 
difference that a small 
town has made in the 
life of her daughter and 
her sister. Her motto is, 
“Keep going forward 
into new things, it can 
change your life and 
bring you joy!”  

Knights of Columbus join 
Lewis’ wheelchair drive

BY JONI HUBRED 
neWs edITOR

Over the weekend, 
Catholic congrega-
tions in Owatonna 
and Medford joined 
an effort to purchase 
wheelchairs that will 
help thousands of peo-
ple around the world.

The Owatonna and 
Medford Knights of 
Columbus brought in 
American Wheelchair 
Mission president 
Chris Lewis, a 4th De-
gree Knights member, 
to talk about the drive. 
He spoke after services 
held May 14 and 15 at 
St. Joseph and Sacred 

Heart churches in 
Owatonna, and Christ 
the King in Medford.

Lewis pointed 
out that the gift of a 
wheelchair touches 
more than one life. The 
recipients’ families 
and others in their 
lives may be positively 

2022 Tour of Homes set 
for May 21 in BP

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

Due to a stubborn 
pandemic, the annual 
Tour of Homes was put 
on ice the last two years. 
It is now scheduled 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 21.

Connie Trom is once 
again the chairwoman 
of a project that benefits 
the Blooming Prairie 
Cancer Group.

Here are the loca-
tions for the 2022 Tour 
of Homes:

• Bruce and Jo 
Doerhoefer, 426 5th 
Place S.W.

This one-level home 
was built in 2018 after Jo 
had given much thought 
to what she wanted. 
They had first bought a 
small twin home upon 
returning to BP, but 
found it wasn’t large 
enough for them. So they 
built another unique 
twin home that was still 
missing some of the 
things they wanted. This 
one is perfect for them!

Note the French 
Doors dividing the two 
living areas (quiet ones 
in the front – noisy ones 
in the back!) The pass 
thru from the kitchen to 
the main room provides 
for great entertaining.

The Shrunk in the 
living room, which be-
longed to Jo’s parents, 
was purchased and 
hand made in Germany 
while they were sta-
tioned there.

They brought it back 
to Dallas, then Alamo, 
then on to McCallun, 
all in Texas. Jo’s mom 
brought it to BP when 
she moved back to town, 
and the Doerhoefers 
brought it home after 
she passed. It is a very 
unique piece of furni-
ture and holds not only 
memories but is filled 
with items that they 
purchased while travel-
ing the world.

Bruce’s “mancave” 
in the third garage is fa-
vorite gathering spot for 
several locals to solve 
the world’s problems

• Craig and Janie 
Bishop, 11806 751st St.

There are so many 
beautiful areas of this 
house, it is hard to 
choose a favorite. The 
open concept with win-
dows to the back yard 
show cases the covered 
patio and hot tub. Sun-
rises and wildlife sight-
ings are visible year 
round. The front porch 
is set up for visits with 
neighbors and watching 
sunsets.

The Bishop grand-
kids (fondly referred to 
as their “little people”) 
love the upstairs for 
fort building and movie 
nights.

Be sure to check 
out a custom-painting 
done for the Bishops by 
Sandy Jones. The chan-
delier in the master 
bath/closet adds a touch 
of elegance. Another 
favorite feature of the 
house is the walk-thru 
storage closet between 
the laundry room and 
master bath. This was 

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
New staff has joined the Leo Augusta Children’s Academy in Blooming Prairie within the past week. They include: 
front row, from left: Josie Mueller, Kim Routh, Whittney McCamish, Hailey Naatz, Madi Lubbert and Kaylee Chick; 
back row: Director Doug Anderson, Tammy Jax, Audrea Horjesi, Katie Crabtree, Karri Skow and Daysha Zilm. 

See 2022 TOUR on A5 ►

Following mass at Christ the King Catholic Church in Medford, Chris Lewis, left, 
and Grady Strand representing Owatonna Knights of Columbus set up a table to 
take donations and talk about the American Wheelchair Mission.  

See KNIGHTS on A5 ►
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Guardians that keep us safe

When things 
go terribly 
wrong, peo-

ple most likely reach 
out for help to an elite 
group of people that are 
often taken for granted.

From the time the 
911 call is placed to 
the moment a police 
officer rolls up or EMT 
or firefighter, we can 
take some comfort in 
knowing that there are 
guardians protecting 
us in our communities.

Included as public 
safety guardians are 
sheriff’s deputies, state 
troopers, police offi-
cers, dispatchers, EMS 
workers, paramedics 
and firefighters.

While law enforce-
ment officers are 

generally compensated 
as their full-time pro-
fessions, many other 
public safety guard-
ians, especially in the 
smaller towns, do it for 
little to no pay.

I still think back to 
when I was 5 years old 
and our family needed 
an ambulance for my 
ailing grandmother. 
I’ll never forget how 
during the nighttime 
hours the EMTs quick-
ly and professionally 
took care of her and 
got her to the hospital. 
They were heroes in 
my book, though I nev-
er got the chance to tell 
them that.

Sadly, grandma nev-
er made the trip back 
home and later died in 
the hospital.

It’s reassuring that 
we have paid profes-
sionals and volunteers 
who want to help other 
people through their 
worst times. They 
undoubtedly possess 
something that we can 
all take a lesson from–a 
strong passion to serve 
others.

This week we are 
honoring our public 

safety guardians in a 
special section. This 
has become an annual 
ritual for us during 
National Police Week, 
which honors law 
enforcement across the 
nation. We hope our 
tribute will provide you 
with pause to respect, 
honor and remember 
those officers who put 
their lives on the line 
every day to keep our 
communities safe.

One of those fea-
tured is Kathy Trah-
an, who just retired 
last week from the 
Rice Steele 911 Center 
after more than three 
decades of dispatching. 
As she shared with 
me, she handled her 
fair share of death 
and destruction over 
the years. But she 
always maintained her 
composure and got help 
to people when they 
needed it most.

It’s a perfect time to 
think about what many 
public safety heroes 
sacrifice in order to do 
their jobs. They work 
all hours, holidays and 
weekends, which often 
means they are spend-

ing time away from 
their families.

Police, in particu-
lar, have taken it on 
the chin over the past 
few years. The George 
Floyd killing in Minne-
apolis cast a negative 
shadow on law enforce-
ment. But as someone 
who used to work as a 
police officer, I can as-
sure you most officers 
are not what you saw 
when Derek Chauvin 
put his knee to Floyd’s 
neck and pinned him 
down for nine minutes.

Officers are invested 
in making the world a 
safer place to live. They 
are unsung heroes who 
are selfless and heroic 
every time they answer 
a 911 call for help.

Contrary to all the 
political crap being 
spewed all over, it’s up 
to us to show our appre-
ciation for what they do 
and support them.

Just remember 
you never know when 
you’re going to be in 
hot pursuit of needing 
a police officer, ambu-
lance or fire truck to 
deal with a crisis in 
your life.
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Entrepreneurial spirit  
lives in Owatonna

The big Federated In-
surance monument 
sign visible off 

southbound I-35 was my 
introduction to entrepre-
neurship in Owatonna. 

I drove past it a few 
times thinking... well, 
that’s nice, a big company 
like Federated having 
offices here. Because I’ve 
been covering local gov-
ernment for more than 30 
years, I wondered how big 
an incentive the city gave 
up to bring them here.

It wasn’t long be-
fore someone set me 
straight. Federated 
started here, with a 
group of local folks who 
pooled their resources 
believing they could 
get better insurance 
coverage. What’s more, 
there are dozens of sto-
ries just like that one in 
Owatonna and through-
out Steele County.

Entrepreneurship 
thrives in this commu-
nity and even better, it’s 
celebrated.

Last week, the Owa-
tonna Area Business 
Development Center 
honored four nominees 
for its Entrepreneur of 

the Year award, won by 
Scott Limberg of Lim-
berg Productions. The 
company promoted lo-
cal businesses, worked 
with Steele County 
to share COVID-19 
information, and 
livestreamed funeral 
services for Michaelson 
Funeral Home, using a 
private website.

Inductees to the 
Entrepreneur Hall of 
Fame included Josten’s, 
the company that made 
my high school class 
ring, and Owatonna 
Canning Company, 
whose Festal Pumpkin 
cans sat on my mother’s 
kitchen counter every 

Thanksgiving.
I took all those things 

for granted, never gave 
a thought to the people 
behind the products 
who took risks and 
brought their dreams 
to life. I’d never heard 
the story of how, in 1897, 
Otto Josten opened a 
watch repair business 
in Owatonna. Or how 
Louis Christian Lange 
launched Owatonna 
Canning in 1911 by pur-
chasing a pea cannery.

Today’s entrepre-
neurs are creating 
legacies like those today 
and, in doing so, they’re 
building the heart of 
Steele County.

Insist on and model 
civility in all elections

While it didn’t happen here, an incident 
involving Congressional candidate Jennifer 
Carnahan makes this a good time to talk about 
civility.

Carnahan told police in Faribault that a man 
harassed her while she was door knocking. 
Police say the parties agree there was a confron-
tation; their stories differ in detail. One thing 
seems certain: This incident was but a symptom 
of the incivility that has permeated U.S. politics 
for far too long.

It happens on big stages and small, in state 
capitol buildings and township halls, online and 
face-to-face. Sadly, pointless arguments seem to 
have replaced true political debate, with rational 
and well-considered points and passionate yet 
controlled tone.

Too many of us just yell at each other and at 
the political candidates with whom we disagree, 
as though volume makes a difference.

What we lose in that approach is an oppor-
tunity to share our ideas, to carefully consider 
someone else’s point of view–even if we can’t 
accept it. We lose the ability to listen to one an-
other and to educate ourselves.

Steele County residents have three elections 
to get through this year: a special primary on 
May 24, a primary on Aug. 9, and the Nov. 8 
general. We urge everyone to remain calm, to 
avoid entirely the kind of scene that played out 
in Faribault.

Please model and insist upon civility during 
the 2022 campaign season. And, of course, make 
sure you’re registered and vote.

The Little Red Flower
Editor’s Note: Friday, May 27, 2022 is Nation-
al Poppy Day. Members of American Legion 
Auxiliaries around the country will be 
handing out the little red flower on this day. 
Donations go directly to assist disabled and 
hospitalized veterans in our communities. 
The following poem tells the poppy story.

A man walked down the street the other day
The ladies of the Auxiliary came his way.

He took a poppy and gave a dime.
He mumbled, “why do they take up my time?”

He put the poppy in the buttonhole of his coat,
Next to some pencils and other notes.

When he got home, he placed the poppy on  
the table.

That red paper flower, with a little white 
label.
As he looked at the flower, as if inspired,

He wondered “Who put the flower on this 
wire?”
He’s probably a man, who once stood tall,

and for his country he gave his all.
He might once have piloted a plane,

Now gives his all just to walk with a cane.
His strong hands were a sense of power,

Now he makes this little red flower
In our world we are busy with money and power,

While this man’s job is this little red flower.
He still takes pride in what he has to do,

Petal by petal he makes this flower for you.
This year when it comes to Poppy Day

I’ll be glad to see the Auxiliary come my way.
I’ll cheerfully give to them generously,

for the veteran making this flower could have 
been me.

Author Unknown

Candidates need 
to answer three 

important questions
To-the-Editor:
To my Republican 

friends, (and you are 
many) please take 
one for the team. And 
when I say Team, I’m 
just NOT referring to 
the GOP, I mean take 
a stand for Team USA. 
To be sure, taxes, 
regulations, a strong 
military, and cultural 
issues, are important 
topics to consider. But 
this election cycle, 
PLEASE limit your 
vote and financial 
support for candidates 
who can answer with 
an unqualified YES to 
these three questions.

1. Do you agree 
with former At-
torney General 
William Barr’s 
declaration that “the 
U.S. Justice Depart-
ment has uncovered no 
evidence of widespread 
voter fraud that could 
change the outcome of 
the 2020 election”???

2. Do you agree 
with Republican 
House Minority 
Leader Kevin McCa-
rthy when addressing 
the Republican Caucus: 
“What he (President 
Trump) did is unaccept-
able. Nobody can defend 

OUR VIEW

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

2017—2 state and  
3 national awards
2016—8 state and  
6 national awards
2015—7 state and  
4 national awards
2014—3 state and  
3 national awards

2013—7 state and  
2 national awards
2012—2 state 
awards
2011—4 national 
awards

YOUR VIEW

Heart Of Steele
JONI HUBRED

See CANDIDATES on A16 ►
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Is your TV really smart?
We often hear 

references to 
Smart TV. Is 

your TV really smart?
Reading the Inter-

net, we learn “Unlike 
cable or satellite boxes, 
they connected to the 
internet, found and 
received the IP streams 
and converted them to a 
video format that could 
then be selected as an 
input to the TV.

“Among the first to 
do that were the early 
products from Roku 
starting in 2008. They 
did mostly one thing: 
access Netflix, a then 
fledgling streaming 
service.”

I think I have a 
Smart TV but it doesn’t 
function well unless it is 
trained.

I’m still in training, 
I guess.

A Smart TV, the way 
I understand it will 
provide you a streaming 
service that will give 
you comprehensive 
coverage of news, sports 
and entertainment.

I vividly remember 
getting our first black 
and white television. It 
was in 1954 when the big 
RCA box came to our 
home. All of the TV pic-
tures at that time came 

in black and white.
But before we could 

watch television, we 
had to get a ginormous 
antenna attached to the 
roof of our house. It was 
a major operation to 
affix the antenna to our 
rooftop.

I can remember some 
of the early TV shows 
that our family watched: 
Major League Baseball, 
All-Star Wrestling, the 
Red Skeleton Show, 
Jackie Gleason, Carol 
Burnet and of course, 
Walt Disney. We also 
watched some enter-
taining cowboy shows.

With our high-pow-
ered antenna, we could 
tune into Twin Cities 
channels, 4 and 11. I re-
member being addicted 
to Dave Moore’s Bed-
time Nooz on WCCO-TV.

In 1957, we began to 
watch space launches. 
Some of the United 
States’ attempt to beat 
Russia in the space race 
were foiled by faulty 
launches. I remember 
seeing the Vanguard 
rocket tumble on the 
launching pad.

We then saw Rus-
sian Cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin become the 
first human to make it 
into space. Alan Shep-

ard became America’s 
first space man.

I loved to watch these 
space spectacles, which 
were later embellished 
by a hit show, Star Trek.

We were all stunned 
on Nov. 22, 1963 when 
our nation’s President 
John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated before our 
eyes. This wall-to-wall 
news coverage set the 
tone for news to come in 
the 21st century.

Back to space, we saw 
Neil Armstrong step 
foot on the moon on July 
20, 1969.

I remember our 
household being devas-
tated when a tube would 
blow. Rather than call 
a TV repairman, my 
dad thought he could 
become our in-house re-
pairman. He pulled out 
some tubes and moved 
them around but to no 
avail.

My dad finally relent-
ed and called for a re-
pairman from Blooming 
Prairie. The repairman, 
I believe a Mr. Johnson, 
pulled off the back of 
the TV and made this 
assessment: “Someone 
has been monkeying 
with your TV.”

Nobody in our house-
hold confessed but the 

repairman had the last 
words: “Don’t Touch.”

I also remember our 
first color TV. I think 
that arrived in 1959. We 
loved to watch Walt Dis-
ney shows, my favorite 
being Davy Crockett. I 
also was a Zorro fan.

The color was really 
vivid when we watched 
the red Kansas City 
Chiefs defeat the Purple 
heads of the Minnesota 
Vikings in the Super 
Bowl.

Television has 
changed greatly over 
the years, not only with 
technology but also with 
content.

It still amazes me 
that you can ask the TV 
to turn itself on and off. 
As often is the case, the 
smart TV usually wins 
arguments of “What do 
we do when the signal 
leaves?”

Call Mr. Johnson, I 
guess.

Improve national security; step away from fossil fuels
BY ALEC TIMMERMAN

As Putin’s heavy 
hand uses Russia’s 
power over oil and 
natural gas as a weapon 
against Europe and the 
people of Ukraine, it’s 
impossible not to wonder 
how we can mitigate the 
damages he’s causing. 
Simultaneously, it’s a 
devastating reminder of 
the freedom we so often 
take for granted and a 
warning to increase our 
energy independence as 
a nation. There are many 
ways we can, but one of 
the best is to follow the 
lead of the European 

Union and quicken our 
transition to green and 
renewable energies.

We’ve known it for a 
long time: our reliance 
on fossil fuels is a nation-
al security risk. Volatile 
prices coupled with our 
extreme demand mean 
that concerns over fossil 
fuel access have driven 
foreign policy decisions. 
We’ve seen it happen 
countless times – most 
notably during the wars 
in Iraq and Afghani-
stan – and it’s played 
out again in Ukraine. 
Concerned by Russia’s 
power over the oil and 
natural gas market, the 

US and Europe were 
quite reluctant to impose 
the harshest, most 
recent sanctions because 
doing so will hurt their 
citizens’ pocketbooks.

As homeowners, 
we know how much 
decisions like these can 
hurt, especially with gas 
prices being historical-
ly high. However, the 
solution to this problem 
isn’t to drill more, as 
some well-funded oil 
and gas interest groups 
have claimed. Doing so 
likely won’t even provide 
a short-term solution to 
the problem as it takes 
six months to a year at 

minimum to build a new 
well with all its associat-
ed infrastructure.

The best long-term 
solution is to declare 
our independence from 
the global oil market 
and invest in Ameri-
can-made clean energy. 
We need to electrify our 
vehicles, appliances, 
and infrastructure, and 
make America fully 
energy independent. 
This will save families 
thousands of dollars a 
year, make our country 
more self-sufficient, and 
provide hundreds of 
thousands of quality jobs 

Collective Illusions offers solution to current political divide
BY MICHAEL 
TIDEMANN

Everyone once in a 
great while, a self-help 
book comes along that 
can reshape our think-
ing of ourselves and 
each other.

A great example 
is Collective Illusions 
by Todd Rose, former 
Harvard professor and 
founder of Populace, 
a think tank geared 
toward self-betterment.

Rose begins his book 
by taking the gloves 
off against contempo-
rary wisdom, instead 
embracing an attack 
against what he calls 
“collective illusions.”

“Simply put, col-
lective illusions are 
social lies. They occur 
in situations where a 
majority of individuals 
in a group privately 

reject a popular opinion, 
but they go along with 
it because they (incor-
rectly) assume that most 
other people accept it. 
When individuals con-
form to what they think 
the group wants, they 
can end up doing what 
nobody wants. That is 
the collective illusion’s 
dark magic.”

Rose takes to task 
collective illusions from 
politics to business to 
society, exposing the fal-
lacies that we embrace 
in order to fit in. The 
actual reality, says Rose, 
is what we truly believe, 
not what we think oth-
ers believe.

However, as Rose 
tells us, “sometimes 
all it takes to shatter 
an illusion, prevent the 
creation of new ones, 
and ensure an accurate 
shared reality is a single 

person speaking the 
truth.”

Rose targets social 
media algorithms as a 
prime culprit in cul-
tivating the collective 
illusions of today’s 
society when he tells us, 
“we have now become 
a world where most of 
the information directed 
at us has been tailored, 
personalized by us or 
by algorithms. In other 
words, we now only see 
the information that we 
want to see.”

Rose’s solution is 
simple, what he calls 
“positive deviance.”

“Positive deviance is 
the single most pow-
erful method I know 
for addressing social 
problems. Its greatest 
lesson is that change 
always lies hidden in 
the hands of everyday 
individuals.”

Rose uses himself 
as an example as he 
climbed from dire 
poverty to receiving a 
doctorate and becoming 
a university professor 
and later founder of his 
own company.

This is an inspiring 
book in many ways. Any-
one in the fields of media, 
social work, education, 
politics or business can 
benefit mightily from 
Rose’s ideas. Beyond that, 
Rose offers a solution to 
the current “us versus 
them” attitude that 
stifles real dialogue in 
our society. Rose opens a 
window to great possibil-
ities, rather than a world 
of hurtful distrust.

Michael Tidemann 
writes from Esther-
ville, Iowa. His Face-
book page is Author 
Michael Tidemann.

Tax bill filled with misplaced priorities
BY JOHN PETERSBURG

Not long ago, the 
Minnesota House Demo-
crat majority passed its 
comprehensive taxes 
plan which, unfortu-
nately, is woefully short 
on tax relief for hard-
working Minnesotans.

With a record-setting 
$9 billion budget surplus, 
House Democrats had 
the historic opportunity 
to provide middle class 
families with meaning-
ful, permanent tax relief. 
Instead, they chose to 
grow government and 
increase state spending, 
as the House Democrat 
budget would spend 
more than $21 in their 
updated budget for every 
$1 they offer in tax cuts.

While it’s true the 
House Democrat tax 

bill contains several 
tax credits, it does not 
actually provide any tax 
rate cuts. A number of 
controversial provisions 
were also added, in-
cluding allowing illegal 
immigrants to become 
eligible for Minnesota’s 
Working Family Tax 
Credit and the Property 
Tax Refund Program, 
and providing $1.1 
billion in ‘tax relief’ to 
Minnesotans with no 
tax liability through the 
refundable income tax 
renter’s credit.

At a time when every 
Minnesotan is strug-
gling to pay the bills 
under the Biden-Walz 
economy, House Dem-
ocrats failed to provide 
residents with signifi-
cant and permanent tax 
relief. Not only does this 

bill pick winners and 
losers, but it would also 
shift more than $20 mil-
lion in rising property 
tax burdens back onto 
middle class families.

Unfortunately, this 
taxes bill is filled with 
misplaced priorities. 
The surplus belongs to 
the people, and for Dem-
ocrats to spend most 
of it and not provide 
any tax rate cuts when 
people need it the most 
is very disappointing.

Front line bonuses
Another significant 

provision included the 
unemployment insur-
ance trust fund repay-
ment proposal from last 
week centers on front 
line workers bonus 
checks. Some of you 
have been asking ques-
tions about how to apply. 

The short answer is the 
state online application 
system is currently 
being created. When 
the system is ready to 
accept applications, 
eligible workers will 
have 45 days to apply for 
Frontline Worker Pay.

In the meantime, a 
website has been estab-
lished that may be able 
to provide answers to 
frequently asked ques-
tions regarding front 
line workers bonuses. 
You can learn more by 
visiting https://front-
linepay.mn.gov/.

John Petersburg 
represents District 
24A in the Minnesota 
House. District 24A 
covers Steele and 
Waseca counties. He 
lives in Waseca.

Reflections
HOWARD LESTRUD

See IMPROVE on A16 ►

made possible by plac-
ing the stairway to 
the bonus room in the 
garage. Not only did it 
maximize the space, it 
allowed the Bishops to 
place the mechanical 
room in the garage 
verses the laundry.

• Jamie and Mi-
chelle Millam, 234 
2nd St. S.W.

A fun fact about 
this 1920’s home 
– Much like the 
Millams, this house 
was transplanted to 
Blooming Prairie 
many years ago. It was 
originally known as 
the Walsh house. The 
house was completely 
redone in 2015/2016, 
but the bench in the 
living room is still 
the original structure 
from when the home 
was first built.

This house is a 
perfect mix of modern 
amenities and old 
home character. Look 
closely and you will 
see some of original 
architecture.

Remodeling an 
older home brings a 
unique set of challeng-
es, but you can defi-
nitely see the vision 
and craftsmanship 
that went into this 
remodel.

• Nick and Sami 
Nelson, 10539 Dodge 
Mower Road

The first thing 
you will notice at the 
Nelson home is how it 
is strategically placed 
in the lot to capture 
sunrises on the patio 
and sunsets in the 
“rec room.” They 
built their house in 
2019 and one of their 
favorite thing about 
the house is gathering 
around the kitchen is-
land with their family 
and friends.

Having an attached 
heated garage is a 
feature that is espe-
cially appreciated 
during Minnesota 
winters. But perhaps 
their favorite thing is 
just the fact that they 
worked on it and built 
it together.

This location has 
been in the family 
since Sami’s grand-
parents moved here in 
1954. They purchased 
the family farm in 
2007 and lived in 
the old farmhouse 
until 2019 when they 

decided to build their 
forever home.

They have many 
pieces of furniture 
and heirlooms that 
were passed down 
that have helped 
make their house a 
home. The Nelsons 
have spent countless 
hours as a family 
building their home 
together. They did all 
of the siding, shingles, 
trimwork, painting, 
and much more. Fun 
Fact: They designed 
the blueprints on a 
smartphone ap.

• Doug and Wan-
da Edge, 344 4th St. 
S.W.

This Twin Home 
was built in 1998 
and the Edge family 
is its third owner. 
The Grand Meadow 
natives were looking 
for a place to be closer 
to their grandkids and 
when this house be-
came available, they 
snapped it up within 
one day!

The first thing you 
will notice is how 
bright the dining and 
kitchen areas are. 
In the Living Room 
you will notice an 
heirloom buffet from 
Wanda’s family that 
displays Doug’s pol-
ished rock collection.

Some of the 
changes that Wanda 
and Doug made when 
they moved in are 
the bathrooms, and 
stackable washer and 
dryer in the laundry. 
The biggest change 
was perhaps in the 
backyard when they 
built a storage shed 
with sitting area, and 
also raised gardens. 
The garage has been 
modified to be Doug’s 
Man Cave with new 
flooring, a furnace 
and his office. Eventu-
ally, they would like to 
add a side door to the 
garage.

Both Wanda and 
Doug are cancer sur-
vivors. We love hear-
ing survivor stories 
and warmly welcome 
them to Blooming 
Prairie

• Leo Augusta 
Academy, 824 Cen-
ter Ave. N.

Get a sneak peek 
to the newest addi-
tion to Blooming 
Prairie. Planned 
opening of the Acade-
my is June 6!

2022 Tour of Homes 
set for May 21 in BP
◄ 2022 TOUR from A3

affected as well.
“More often than 

not, people tell us 
we’ve answered their 
prayers,” he said.

According to the 
American Wheelchair 
Mission website, as 
many as 100 million 
people in the world 
need and cannot 
afford a wheelchair. 
While each chair typi-
cally costs $500, Lewis 
said, purchasing large 
numbers and shipping 
directly to the coun-
tries where they will 
be distributed lowers 
the cost to $150.

Lewis grew up 
working with his 
father, comedian and 
humanitarian Jerry 
Lewis, on Labor Day 
telethons benefiting 
the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association. 
There, he learned 
about fundraising, 
the work that would 
eventually become his 
life’s mission.

Since founding the 
American Wheelchair 
Mission in 2000, Lewis 
has been involved 
in delivering 800,000 
wheelchairs to 150 
countries.

“I worked for 39 
years with my dad… 
and that’s where I got 
my training,” he said. 

“If I had all the money 
in the world, I’d retire 
and do exactly what 
I’m doing now.”

Member Grady 
Strand said the local 
Knights of Columbus 
organized a drive two 
and a half years ago 
that raised $18,000. He 
believes this year’s 
will do just as well.

“From what I’ve 
heard today,” he said 
late Saturday, “it 
sounds like (the re-
sponse) has been very 
good.”

To learn more 
about the American 
Wheelchair Mission, 
visit amwheelchair.
org.

Knights of Columbus join 
Lewis’ wheelchair drive 
◄ KNIGHTS from A3

Chris Lewis, president 
of the American 
Wheelchair Mission, 
speaks after Saturday’s 
mass at Christ the King 
Catholic Church in 
Medford.  
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What are some of the 

best travel discounts 
available to seniors? My 
husband and are about 
to retire and are interest-
ed in traveling more but 
live on a tight budget.

Frugal Travelers

Dear Frugal,
There are literally 

hundreds of different 
travel-related discounts 
available to older trav-
elers that can add up 
to save you hundreds 
of dollars on your next 
trip. To qualify, you’ll 
need to meet the age re-
quirement, which varies 
by business. Some dis-
counts may be available 
as soon as you turn 50, 
but most don’t kick in 
until you turn 55, 60, 62 
or 65. Here’s a rundown 
of top travel discounts, 
along with some extra 
tips to help you save.

Ways to Save
The first thing to 

know is that most busi-
nesses don’t advertise 
them, but many give 
senior discounts just 
for the asking, so don’t 
be shy.

You also need to 
be aware that when it 
comes to senior travel 
bargains, the “senior 
discount,” if available, 
may not always be 
the best deal. Hotels, 
resorts, airlines and 
cruise lines, for exam-
ple, offer advanced book-
ings along with special 
deals and promotions 
from time to time that 
may be a lower rate than 
what the senior discount 
is. Before you book, 
always ask about the 
lowest possible rate and 
the best deal available.

Another way you 
can save is to be flexible 
when you travel. Last 

minute travel deals can 
offer huge savings, as 
does traveling during 
off-season or off-peak 
times, and avoiding 
holidays.

Club memberships 
can also garner you a 
wide variety of travel 
bargains. AARP, for 
example has dozens 
of travel discounts 
available on hotels, 
rental cars, cruises, 
vacation packages and 
more – see AARP.org/
benefits-discounts. The 
American Automobile 
Association (AAA.com) 
is another membership 
club that provides some 
great travel discounts to 
members at any age.

Types of Discounts
Here are of some of 

the best senior travel 
discounts available in 
2022.

Airline: British 
Airways offers AARP 
members $65 off econ-
omy travel and $200 off 
business club travel. 
American, Delta and 
United also offer senior 
fares to passengers 
65 and older in cer-
tain markets but are 
extremely limited. And 
JetBlue offers 5 percent 
discounts for retired 
military and veterans 
that are enrolled in 
Veterans Advantage.

Train: Amtrak 
provides a 10 percent 
discount to travelers 
65-plus, and a 10 percent 

discount to passengers 
over age 60 on cross-bor-
der services operated 
jointly by Amtrak and 
VIA Rail Canada.

Rental Car: Avis 
and Budget provide 
AARP members up to 
30 percent off at par-
ticipating locations. 
Hertz offers up to 20 
off to 50-plus travelers. 
And Thrifty and Sixt 
provides 5 percent off to 
those 50 and older.

Hotels: Certain hotel 
chains offer discounted 
rates for seniors usual-
ly ranging between 10 
and 15 percent off but 
may vary by location. 
Some popular hotels 
that offer these dis-
counts include Best 
Western, Choice Hotels, 
Hyatt, IHG Hotels, 
Marriott, Omni Hotels 
& Resorts, Red Roof and 
Wyndham Hotels.

Restaurants: Many 
restaurant chains offer 
senior discounts rang-
ing from free drinks, 
to senior menus, to 
discounts off your total 
order, but they may only 
be available on certain 
days of the week or at 
certain locations. Some 
popular options include 
Applebee’s, Denny’s, 
IHOP, Chili’s, Perkins 
Restaurant & Bakery 
and McDonalds.

Cruises: Royal 
Caribbean and Carnival 
Cruise lines offer dis-
count rates to cruisers 
55 and over on select 
cruises. And Grand 
European Travel offers 
AARP members up to 
$100 savings per person 
on river cruises. Call be-
fore booking to inquire.

Entertainment 
and Attractions: Most 
museums, zoos, aquar-
iums, movie theaters, 
public golf courses and 
even ski slopes provide 
reduced admission to 
seniors over 60 or 65. 
And for those 62 or old-
er, one of the best deals 
available is the America 
the Beautiful Senior 
Pass ($20 for an annual 
senior pass, or $80 for 
a lifetime pass) which 
provides admittance to 
more than 2,000 nation-
al parks and recreation 
sites.

Send your senior 
questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the 
NBC Today show and 
author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

History from the News Archives

10 Years Ago
May 15, 2012

RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

Blooming Prairie Cub Scouts 
Pack 260 helped the BP Lions 
Club with ditch cleanup on April 
22. The boys who took part in the 
cleaning are Garrett Weckworth, 
Adam Walsh, Jadon Brown, David 
Karstens, Drake Zylm, Sam Skilles-
tad and Lucas Schammel. To thank 
the scouts for their help, the Lions 
donated $190 to replace the tires on 
the Pack 260’s Ellendale camping 
trailer. Joe’s Repair Service will be 
doing the work. The cleanup area is 
on Highway 30 toward Ellendale.

The Merry Lane 4-H Club recently 
made fleece tie pillows to help com-
fort local students who have family 
away in the military or for work. 
Pillow makers are Tammy Wolf, 
Maggie Bruns, Bobbie Bruns, Maren 
Forystek, Emily Trihus, Alex Miller, 
Baylee Sorenson, Taylor Zylstra, 
Riana Bishop and Lila Carlson.

20 Years Ago
May 14, 2002

ELSIE SLINGER, EDITOR

Bicycles donated by the Blooming 
Prairie Jaycees and Spray Control 
Systems were raffled off at the Ele-
mentary School Carnival on Thurs-
day, May 9. The lucky winners are 
Rebecca Hillson and Ryan McCabe.

For the first time since 1992 
Blooming Prairie’s baseball team 
will win the Gopher Conference 
crown. After putting together a nine-
game winning streak, and 10 wins 
out of the last 12 in the past month, 
the Blossoms dumped defending 
champs Faribault Bethlehem Acad-
emy. Since then the team had a let-
down as Triton blanked the locals 8-0 
on May 10. Blossoms are 12-4 overall, 
9-1 in the conference.

50 Years Ago
May 17, 1972

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

The Blooming Prairie Mrs. 
Jaycees completed their babysitting 
clinic, with 29 sixth-graders com-
pleting the course. In the first three 
sessions they received instructions 
on foods, working and playing with 
children, crafts and first -aid. In the 
fourth session they actively par-
ticipated in changing and feeding 
babies who were brought in by their 
mothers. In the fifth session a panel 
of mothers and babysitters dis-
cussed many areas of babysitting. 
There was a short quiz given and 
then certificates were awarded.

The honor students in this year’s 
graduating class at Blooming 
Prairie were announced last week 
by principal, Glen Robinson. Vicky 
Frey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Al-
vin Frey, is the valedictorian of the 
1972 class. Miss Frey is a member 
of the National Honor Society, the 
Petal Tones, high school band and 

chorus, FHA and United Methodist 
Youth Fellowship. Diane Angell, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Angell, is the salutatorian. Miss An-
gell is also a member of the National 
Honor Society, FHA, Journalism 
group and has participated in 4-H 
work for nine years and the Red 
Oak Grove Luther League.

75 Years Ago
May 15, 1947

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

A spring concert was presented 
Friday evening, May 9 at the high 
school auditorium under the direc-
tion of Miss Mildred Kroener. Seven 
songs were presented by the chorus. 
Several solos were played by the 
senior girls in the band. And several 
numbers were presented by the 
complete band. It was a full house 
and enjoyed by all.

On May 12, 13 juniors and seniors 
were initiated in the National Honor 
Society. The organization was set 
up in 1922 to encourage students 
to strive for higher standards. The 
awards are based on scholarship, 
leadership, character and service 
to the school. The students who 
were inducted are Delores Johnson, 
Eleanor Kubista, Donald Morrison, 
Don Blockhus, Beverly Robinson, 
Diane Osby, Ruben Spinler, Delores 
Pechacek, Verna Trom, Phyllis 
Christiansen, Merle Hillson and 
Gordon Paulson.

OWATONNA PHOTO NEWS

31 Years Ago
May 16, 1991

TOM SHEA, PUBLISHER

The Owatonna 50-year “Golden An-
niversary” Wrestling Book recently 
captured first prize in Wrestling USA 
Magazine’s annual publication con-
test. Beyond this award, Owatonna’s 
wrestling book was also recognized as 
one of the best ever in all of Wrestling 
USA’s contest (20 years), both in high 
school and college divisions. The 
book was written and edited by Coach 
Scot Davis. The committee chairman 
was Frank Conley with the help of a 
great fundraising team and 122 local 
businesses and service clubs helped 
sponsor the award winning book. 
It was printed by Jon Jensen of M & 
M Printing, Owatonna. Owatonna’s 
Wrestling Book becomes the first 
Minnesota high school wrestling pub-
lication to receive a first place in such 
a national contest.

In what was considered to be a 
rebuilding year, Owatonna Indi-
an tennis successfully defended 
their Big Nine Championship. The 
Indians were to lead a share of the 
conference with Rochester John 
Marshall by the 2 and 3 doubles 
teams, Joey Arnold/Andy Boher 
and Ryan Soukup/Matt Nels who 
each gained individual Big Nine Ti-
tles. Owatonna and Rochester each 
gathered 36 points. All members of 
the Indians squad contributed to 
the title gaining important points 
toward the team’s score.

Hwy. 14 lane closures begin 
in Dodge, Steele counties

Motorists along Highway 14 in 
Dodge and Steele counties will en-
counter lane closures along the new 
stretch of highway as construction 
crews do shoulder work and remove 
median crossover lanes, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation.

Temporary right-lane closures 
are ongoing to complete shoulder 
work at both ends of the Highway 
14 expansion project. Once that 

work is completed, temporary left-
lane closures will begin to com-
plete crossover removal at both 
ends of the project. There will be 
intermittent lane closures through 
summer.

The Highway 14 expansion proj-
ect between Dodge Center and Owa-
tonna opened to traffic in November 
2021. Work to complete the project 
continues through this summer as 
side roads are connected.

Best Senior Travel 
Discounts in 2022 A class from Ellendale’s past

COURTESY ELLENDALE HERITAGE SOCIETY
The Class of 1945, which was taken in 1936, from Ellendale included: first row, 
from left: Alice Ferguson, Winifred Kelly, Helen Broulik, Audrey Thompson, 
Betty Randall, Alice Lein, Beverly Olson, Joan Ziegler and Lois Dunn; second row: 
Audrey Carlson, Luella Sorenson, Howard Boulden, Arliegh Lee, Gilmore Nelson, 
Bonnie Moody and Marjorie Jensen; third row: Don Klemmensen, Richard Yanke, 
Ms. Shell, Eugene Splittoesser and Gerald Lageson.

SPONSORED BY

STEVE’S
SMOKEY ACRES

Ellendale

507-684-2331

New Richland • Hartland • Ellendale • Geneva

PANTHER OF THE WEEK

Kelsey Warke

is week’s Panther of the Week is 
Kelsey Warke. She is the daughter of 
Josh and Kelly Warke and they reside 
in New Richland. Kelsey is in Mrs. 
Larson’s second grade class. 

Kelsey is a leader in second grade. 
She is a role model for kindness, hard 
work, and positivity.  She finishes her 
work quickly and is eager to try the 
next thing we are learning.  

In her free time, Kelsey likes to play 
volleyball with her sisters, Kayden and Kylie. ey also enjoy time 
outside and at the pool in the summer. Kelsey is a joy to be around 
and a great student to represent NRHEG proudly! 

* Applies as a 1-time discount on annual 
subscriptions only. Limited-time offer.

GIVE THE BEST GIFT TO

SAVE $100*

(800) 704-9412   |   GrandPad.net

PLUS, GET A FREE
2ND CHARGER
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The following case was 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
May 2 with Judge Joseph 
A. Bueltel presiding:
Klayton R. Ament, 41, 
Owatonna, previously ap-
peared and was convicted 
of felony assault-dan-
gerous weapon, gross 
misdemeanor violation 
of no contact order, mis-
demeanor theft. He was 
sentenced to $200, 27 
months in St. Cloud State 
Prison and 90 days in 
county jail.
The following cases were 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
May 2 with Judge Karen R. 
Duncan presiding:
Brandin D. Botten, 33, 
Owatonna, previously 
appeared and was con-
victed of felony burglary. 
Botten was sentenced to 
$1,083.62 and 60 months 
in St. Cloud State Prison.
Jonathan G. Hernan-
dez Silva, 40, Faribault, 
previously appeared and 
was convicted of felony 
possession of cocaine or 
meth and firearm. He was 
sentenced to $1,150 and 
48 months in St. Cloud 
State Prison.
Kevin J. Welsh, 45, pre-
viously appeared and 
was convicted of felony 
possession of cocaine 
or meth. Welsh was sen-
tenced to $125 and 125 
months in St. Cloud State 
Prison.
The following misdemean-
ors and petty misdemean-
ors were heard in Steele 
County District Court the 
week of May 2 – 8:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Daniel Goba, 25, Spring 
Lake, NC, revoked license, 
$275; Teyghan G. Hovland, 
19, Austin, speeding, 
$215; Brandon J. Jeno, 31, 
Waseca, revoked license, 
$275; Damian H. Johnson, 
28, Hayfield, open bottle 
and expired tabs, $205; 
Ezra L. Magnuson, 43, 
Austin, revoked license, 
stay of adjudication, $50 
and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Husseen O. Abdi, 62, 
Minneapolis, speeding, 
stay of adjudication, $105 
and 1 year of unsuper-
vised monitoring without 
conviction; Hannad A. 
Ahmed, 29, Owatonna, 
DWI, $375, 1 day in county 
jail, chemical assessment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not 
enter liquor establish-
ments, Ignition Interlock 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Jesus Alfaro 
Rios, 25, North Mankato, 
cancelled license, $275; 
Cyanni L. Andrade, 26, 
St. Paul, speeding, $135; 
Abdulqadir Areye Robley, 
46, Rochester, speeding, 
$275; Brady L. Borchardt, 
31, Good Thunder, speed-
ing, $115; Naveed K. Bozai, 
48, Blaine, speeding, $115; 
Deiven J. Branch, 29, 
Chaska, speeding, $115; 
Luis A. Correa Mata, 46, 
Longview, TX, no license, 
$175; Anis Cufurovic, 25, 
Waterloo, IA, speeding, 
$275; Stephen P. Den-
son, 39, Spring Grove, IL, 
speeding, $115; Jennifer 
M. Dukes, 44, Omaha, NE, 
speeding, $125; Marwin 
K. Garcia, 50, Farming-
ton, speeding, $135; 
Jack A. Grage, 22, Edina, 
speeding, $135; Meryl 
M. Higgins, 29, St. Paul, 
speeding, $115; Eric D. 
Ihlenfeld, 39, Webster, 
stop sign, $125; Jestine 
K. Jinkins, 21, Eagan, 

speeding, $115; Gabrielle 
A. Joyce, 25, St. Paul, 
seat belt, $100; Jeanie B. 
Kahnke, 62, Louisville, KY, 
unsafe change of course, 
$125; Kinsey S. Kump, 24, 
Burnsville, speeding, $125; 
Laurie A. Lindholm, 44, Ap-
ple Valley, speeding, $135; 
Madelyn H. Lindholm, 19, 
Woodbury, speeding, 
$115; Felipe Lopez Lucas, 
42, Omaha, NE, no license, 
$175; Ana L. Manolis, 21, 
Roseville, speeding, $125; 
Doris L. McCowan, 19, 
Brooklyn Center, speeding, 
$215; Nicholas A. Meister, 
42, Waseca, speed-
ing, $125; Christopher 
L. Monroe, 50, Becker, 
speeding, $115; Miramda 
K. Monticello, 27, Thorp, 
WI, DWI, $400, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor es-
tablishments, substance 
abuse subtle screening 
inventory, attend MADD 
impact panel, 240 hours of 
community service and 2 
years of supervised pro-
bation; Norah J. Murphy, 
18, Plymouth, speeding, 
$135; Andrew J. Neumey-
er, 44, Dallas Center, IA, 
speeding, stay of adjudi-
cation, $105 and 1 year of 
unsupervised monitoring 
without conviction; Nicho-
las R. Obernolte, 27, Kelley, 
IA, speeding, $125; Jaime 
M. Otero, 56, Lakeville, 
public nuisance, $350 and 
1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Xol M. Pa, 32, 
Chicago, IL, no license, 
$175; John C. Phillips, 23, 
Eden Prairie, speeding, 
$115; John C. Pickard, 36, 
Wright City, MO, speeding, 
$115; Tyler J. Rehse, 24, 
Danbury, IA, speeding, 
$115; Gregory N. Reinartz, 
31, Rose Creek, seat belt, 
$100; Clyde K. Ridings, 
58, Flower Mound, TX, 
speeding, $135; Raymond 
J. Robinson, 40, Green 
Bay, WI, expired tabs, 
$105; Davein D. Rodgers, 
20, Owatonna, speeding 
and suspended license, 
$475; Cody B. Sabin, 26, 
Faribault, speeding, $215; 
Curtisha D. Thomas, 39, 
Seattle, WA, speeding, 
$215; James A. Ubotee, 56, 
Philadelphia, PA, weaving 
over lane lines and hands 
free violation, $175; Pal 
D. Wal, 17, Albert Lea, 
speeding, $115; Debra J. 
Wantoch-Yess, 65, Wase-
ca, speeding, $215; Molly 
C. Wendroth, 42, St. Peter, 
speeding, $135; Antwon 
Williams, 23, St. Paul, 
speeding and no license, 
$235; Travis J. Wise, 33, 
Atoka, OK, speeding, $115; 
Christopher Zellar-Ghani, 
35, Robbinsdale, speeding, 
$375; Ethan C. Zimmer-
man, 21, Waseca, revoked 
license, $275.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Yahya O. Abdi, 18, Owa-
tonna, permit violation, 
$125; Siro L. Amerson 
Aitkin, 25, Owatonna, 
revoked license and no 
insurance, $475; Chan-
dler A. Buckhalter-Van-
denberg, 23, Owatonna, 
seat belt, $100; Felicia M. 
Burciaga, 25, Medford, 
revoked license and no 
insurance, $475; Tyler D. 
Burke, 27, Owatonna, no 
insurance, $275; Kirsten T. 
Conry, 40, Owatonna, fail-
ure to obtain new license, 
$95; Nathan-Adam Curiel 
Chavez, 20, Owatonna, 
domestic assault, $250, 
40 days in county jail, 
maintain employment, no 
alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, do not enter 
liquor establishments, no 
possession of firearms, 
cognitive skill training, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state, domestic abuse 
evaluation, chemical de-
pendency evaluation and 
18 months of supervised 

probation; Tai’ricca C. 
Einfeldt, 31, Owatonna, 
cancelled license, $275; 
Shawn L. Farrenkopf, 
33, Waseca, violation 
of order for protection, 
$125, 3 days in county jail, 
maintain employment, no 
possession of firearms, 
domestic abuse evalua-
tion and 1 year of super-
vised probation; Augustin 
A. Gallardo, 48, Owatonna, 
DWI, $400, 2 days in 
county jail, substance 
abuse subtle screening 
inventory, attend MADD 
impact panel, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments and 1 
year of supervised proba-
tion; Johnattan J. Golder-
os, 40, Owatonna, expired 
tabs and invalid license, 
$205; Shane R. Grundhof-
fer, 40, Waseca, speeding, 
$135; Jacob E. Haubrich, 
26, Minneapolis, speed-
ing, $125; April L. Jamaica, 
41, Owatonna, hands free 
violation, $125; Lauree 
F. Jankowski, 30, failure 
to yield, $115; Tristan J. 
Klemer, 25, Claremont, re-
voked license, $275; Alys-
sa S. Kluzak, 28, Owaton-
na, hands free violation, 
$125; Colby L. Kuefner, 20, 
Owatonna, vehicle noise 
limit violation and vehicle 
signals violation, $165; 
Devin J. Maas, 17, Owa-
tonna, muffler violation, 
$125; Samuel J. Matejcek, 
28, Owatonna, speed-
ing, $125; Rudy S. Perez, 
55, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Gilberto O. 
Rodriguez, 23, Owatonna, 
hands free violation and 
possession of marijua-
na and paraphernalia, 
$225; Devon J. Roush, 17, 
Owatonna, failure to obey 
traffic control device, 
stay of adjudication, $105 
and 1 year of unsuper-
vised monitoring without 
conviction; Richard R. 
Schuluer, 66, Owatonna, 
school bus violation, stay 
of adjudication, $205 and 
1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Michael J. Ska-
licky, 51, Owatonna, crimi-
nal sexual conduct-victim 
under 13, stay of adju-
dication, $150, 60 days 
in county jail, maintain 
employment, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, no pos-
session of firearms, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state, attend sex offender 
program, no unsupervised 
contact with minors, sub-
mit to polygraph exams 
as directed, no posses-
sion of pornography, no 
access to internet without 
approval and 10 years 
of supervised probation; 
Jonathan M. Slack, 43, 
Owatonna, domestic 
assault, $375, 3 days in 
county jail, maintain em-
ployment, no possession 
of firearms, obtain per-
mission to leave the state 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Randy L. Stull, 
41, Owatonna, hands 
free violation, no insur-
ance and seat belt, $350; 
Christopher M. Winegar, 
34, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Jeannette 
F. Young, 35, Owatonna, 
disorderly conduct, $75, 
3 days in county jail, do-
mestic abuse evaluation, 
20 hours of community 
service and 1 year of 
supervised probation.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Javier Barajas, 59, Owa-
tonna, speeding, $135; 
Ethan D. Benda, 24, Ken-
yon, speeding, $275; Ga-
disa H. Birhanu, 20, Austin, 
speeding, $125; Kristina 
M. Blowers, 35, Waseca, 
stop sign, $125; Den-
nis L. Fox, 52, Medford, 
speeding, $115; Skylar A. 

Guggisberg, 29, Owaton-
na, revoked license and 
careless driving, $375; 
Hunter S. Janovsky, 18, 
Faribault, speeding, $135; 
Brittany L. Madery, 31, 
Claremont, speeding, 
$115; Rachel E. McGinn, 
38, Circle Pines, speeding, 
$115; Alejandro A. Moreno, 
46, Owatonna, revoked 
license and child pas-
senger restraint system 
violations, $375; Gabriella 
Q. Poole, 16, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Darin L. 
Reese, 54, New Richland, 
failure to keep to the 
right, $125; Remigio A. 
Rodriguez, 35, Waseca, 
revoked license, $275; 
Sophia I. Schumacher, 20, 
Waseca, speeding, $135; 
Robert D. St. Sauver, 50, 
Farmington, speeding, 
$115; Beau J. Twaddle, 43, 
Pine Island, DWI, $475, 
2 days in county jail, 
Ignition Interlock program, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use, 
do not enter liquor estab-
lishments, attend MADD 
impact panel, 224 hours 
of community service and 
2 years of supervised 
probation; Matthew A. 
Vining, 21, Cottage Grove, 
speeding, $375; Indumini 
A. Voegele, 36, Waseca, 
speeding, stay of adjudi-
cation, $105 and 1 year of 
unsupervised monitoring 
without conviction.

POLICE BLOTTER
steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
May 9
Vandalism: Property 
damage was reported in 
the 200 block of Livestock 
Lane SE at 7:48 a.m.
Warrant: Officer made a 
warrant arrest in the 100 
block of Landmark Dr. NE 
at 11:15 a.m.
Arrest: Police arrested 
a subject during a traffic 
stop at Cedar Ave. N. and 
Rose St. E. at 2:46 p.m.
May 10
DWI: Officer made a DWI 
arrest in the 300 block of 
Pylor Place NW at 1:28 
a.m.
Theft: Police took theft 
reports in the 200 block 
of Walnut Ave. S. at 2:07 
p.m. and the 1800 block 
of White Oak Lane NE at 
2:43 p.m.
May 11
Domestic: At 10:20 a.m., 
a domestic disturbance 
occurred in the 200 block 
of Pearl St. E.
Theft: Officer took a theft 
report in the 400 block 
of State Ave. NW at 2:34 
p.m.
Hit and Run: At 4:25 p.m., 
a hit and run accident oc-
curred in the 1100 block 
of Frontage Rd. W.
Animal: At 6:08 p.m., an 
animal bite occurred at 
Deer Trail NE and Ever-
green Place NE.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

May 9
DWI: Deputy made a DWI 
arrest in the 6000 block 
of Frontage Rd. W. in 
Medford at 1:47 a.m.

ARRESTS
steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
John Stanley Larson, 75, 
arrested at 12:13 a.m. 
May 7, felony DWI-test 
refusal and cancelled 
license, held for court.
Caleb Zachary Stewart, 
34, arrested at 2:39 p.m. 
May 7, DWI, held for court.
Hector Millan-Alvarado, 
31, arrested at 8:44 a.m. 
May 7, DWI, held for court.
Dylan James Kroupa, 28, 

Domestic: Owatonna Police responded to a domestic disturbance in the 1400 block of Oak 
Ave. S. at 1:54 a.m. on May 11. They arrested a subject at the scene. 

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

GLEN MIKE BRETT

BRICK-MEGER FUNERAL HOME
MEDFORD FUNERAL HOME
Proudly Serving Steele CountyProudly Serving Steele County

megercares.com | 507.451.1457TRUST US TO HANDLE WITH CARE

See BLOTTER on A13 ►

Man charged with possession 
of meth, mushrooms

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

An Owatonna man 
will make his first 
appearance today in 
Steele County District 
Court, where he’s 
pleaded not guilty to 
one count each of first- 
and second-degree 
drug possession, both 
felonies, and a gross 
misdemeanor count of 
Driving While Impaired 
(DWI).

Caleb Zachary Stew-
art, 34, remains in cus-
tody in lieu of $50,000 
conditional bond.

The case began 
early May 7, when an 
Owatonna Police officer 
spotted a vehicle with 
expired tabs on the 
front license plate, but 
current tabs on the 
rear plate. The car also 
appeared to be driving 
over the speed limit.

The officer wrote in 
his report that he could 
“smell the odor of raw 
marijuana coming from 
the driver’s window,” 
and that the driver 
– later identified as 
Stewart – had bloodshot 
and watery eyes, was 
fidgeting and unable to 
operate his phone.

According to the 
criminal complaint, a 
subsequent search of the 
SUV turned up a gar-
bage bag that contained 
more than a half-pound 
of methamphetamine, 
more than a quarter 
pound of psilocybin 
mushrooms, and about 2 
ounces of marijuana.

The officer allegedly 
found a plastic bag con-
taining about 5 grams of 
meth, as well as a meth 
pipe, in Stewart’s left 
front pocket.

A review of his crim-
inal history indicates at 
least five convictions on 
drug charges, includ-
ing a 2019 conviction 
for first-degree sale of 
meth in Steele Coun-
ty, and two prior DWI 
convictions, one in Rice 
County and the other in 
Freeborn County.

3 ways to prevent online 
fraud against seniors

Since the onset of the 
pandemic in 2020, on-
line fraud against older 
adults has increased 
dramatically. Accord-
ing to the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigations, 
seniors lose more than 
$3 billion each year 
to fraud. And, while 
people under the age of 
30 more frequently re-
port fraud, the median 
amount lost to fraud by 
seniors over the age of 
80 is 105% higher than 
other age groups.

Seniors are often 
targets of such schemes 
for several reasons. For 
starters, they are most 
likely to have a “nest 
egg,” to own their home, 
and/or to have excellent 
credit – all of which 
make them attractive to 
con artists. In addition, 
elderly seniors are less 
likely to report fraud 
because they don’t 
know who to report it 
to, are too ashamed at 
having been scammed, 
or don’t realize they 
have been scammed. 
And finally, when an el-
derly victim does report 
the crime, memory loss 
or cognitive decline can 
impede their ability to 
provide accurate details 
about the situation or 
the perpetrators. Con 
artists count on all 
of these factors when 
targeting seniors.

Technology pro-
tects seniors

GrandPad is the first 
tablet built for the needs 

of people over the age of 
75. Safety and security 
are central to the design 
of the GrandPad tablet 
and to the personalized 
support GrandPad pro-
vides. GrandPad creates 
a virtual walled garden 
that allows families to 
connect with aging loved 
ones, while protecting 
them from bad actors 
on the internet or social 
media. Here are a few 
of the key features that 
GrandPad offers to pro-
tect users and families:

· Enables pre-load-
ed “trusted circle” of 
family contacts, photos, 
and apps

· Built-in LTE (no 
home WiFi needed and 
no need to tap into free 
public WiFi)

· Closed network for 
greater security (no one 
outside the “trusted 
circle” can contact a 
GrandPad user)

· Secure internet 
browsing

· Private family photo 
and video sharing

· 24/7/365 personal 
support

Protection from 
online fraud

In addition to using 
GrandPad to stay 
connected with parents, 
grandparents, and oth-
er seniors in your life, 
here are three things 
everyone can do to 
protect aging loved ones 
from fraud and scams.

1. Call or video chat 
daily so you can see 

High intensity patrols to focus on deadliest driving behaviors
As the weather gets 

warmer, more people 
will be traveling Minne-
sota roads for vacation 
fun, family road trips 
and outdoor activities. 
To help keep motorists 
safe, the Minnesota 
State Patrol is launch-
ing Project 20(22).

Over five weekends 
in May through Sep-
tember, troopers will 
conduct high intensity 

patrols focusing on the 
deadliest traffic viola-
tions: speed, lack of seat 
belt use, distraction and 
impairment.

Through May 8 of 
this year, there have 
been 95 traffic-related 
deaths on Minnesota 
roadways:

· 26 were speed-relat-
ed fatalities

· 14 were impair-
ment-related

· 8 were distrac-
tion-related

· 24 were unbelted 
deaths

“We care about traffic 
safety all across Min-
nesota and want to stop 
the horrific increase in 
traffic deaths that struck 
Minnesota families the 
past two years,” said Col. 
Matt Langer, chief of the 
Minnesota State Patrol. 
“This project allows our 

troopers to have a visible 
presence and protect 
motorists during busy 
times on our roads. Our 
message remains simple: 
buckle up, drive the 
speed limit, plan a sober 
ride and never drive 
impaired, and always 
pay attention.”

Project 20(22) was 
designed to help stop dan-
gerous driving behaviors. 
Troopers will use a team 

approach to traffic safety 
rooted in the history of 
the agency. It was first 
created as Project 20 in 
October 1979 and oper-
ated through October 
1982. The State Patrol and 
Minnesota Department 
of Public Safety Office of 
Traffic Safety worked to-
gether to bring it back as 
a statewide Toward Zero 
Deaths initiative.

Minnesota reached 

488 traffic fatalities 
(preliminary) across the 
state in 2021, the highest 
number since 2007 when 
there were 510 traffic 
deaths. While fewer 
motorists have lost their 
lives so far in 2022 com-
pared with recent years 
at this time, any traffic 
deaths are too many. Bad 
driving choices are still 
leading to tragic results 
for Minnesota families.

See 3 WAYS on A8 ►

Caleb Stewart
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST
DDS, MBS

Building

Healthy 

Smiles

drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

507-583-6613
nd132 2  Ave NE  |  Blooming Prairie

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien

507-214-TREE
2449 E. Rose St., Owatonna 

www.tcnursery.com

Check out our vegetables, herbs, Check out our vegetables, herbs, 
fruit, garden supplies, & decor.fruit, garden supplies, & decor.

Gardening brings  Gardening brings  
joy to your life!joy to your life!

Quesons? Contact Connie Trom at 507.456.8431 OR 
Any Member of The Blooming Prairie Cancer Group

Y O U ' R E I N V I T E D !

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
HOME TOURS

Saturday, May 21st, 2022 
9:00 AM -12:00 PM

$25 PER PERSON 
ALl PROCEEDS N TO THE BLOOMING PRAIRIE CANCER GROUP 

START YOUR JOURNEY AT ANY OF THE LISTED HOUSES • TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT EACH! 
TICKETS WILL BE STAMPED AT EACH HOME

OPEN HOUSES:
Bruce and Jo Doerhoefer 

426 5th Place SW
Craig and Janie Bishop 

11806 751st St

Jamie and Michelle Millam 
234 2nd St SW

Nick and Sami Nelson 
10539 Dodge Mower Rd
Doug and Wanda Edge 

344 4th St SW

Leo Augusta Sneak Peek! 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

824 Center Avenue North

The American Legion Auxiliary
Will be Sponsoring their

ANNUAL
FLOWER SHOW
Luncheon & Basket Raffle

Thursday, July 21st
At the Servicemen’s Club

Blooming Prairie
Blooming Prairie exhibitors –

entries will be similar as in the past

LIMITED SEATING for lunch 
Watch for further details

Plant Now and Plan to be
a part of this Great Event!

and hear how they 
are doing and provide 
support if they are 
targeted by fraudsters. 
If you are talking to 
them daily, you are 
more likely to find out 
early if something has 
happened and poten-
tially minimize the 
damage. The GrandPad 
video calling features 
makes this step easy 
for everyone.

2. Sign them up for 
the do not call list for 
their mobile and home 
phones, and enroll in 
features that block spam 
calls from your tele-

phone provider or cellu-
lar carrier. This isn’t an 
issue when using Grand-
Pad, because GrandPad 
only allows approved 
contacts to connect with 
the senior user.

3. Limit social media 
access, which gives 
scammers access to 
family information and 
private details that can 
be used against seniors 
to gain their trust. The 
private family photo 
stream on the Grand-
Pad eliminates this 
concern by serving 
as your family’s own, 
private, family social 
newsfeed.

3 ways to prevent online 
fraud against seniors
◄ 3 WAYS from A7

BBEEVV’’SS  FFRRIIEENNDDSS  AANNDD  FFAAMMIILLYY  TTOOUURRSS  PPRREESSEENNTTSS::

thThursday, June 16
Minnesota Masonic Heritage Center, Bloomington

Alive & Kickin’ presents Life is a Cabaret
Sometimes life is wild!. Life is a Cabaret features music 

and stories from Alive & Kickin’s
Rockin’ seniors about life’s twists and turns:  the incredible, 

beautiful or scandalous.
This highly inspirational performance illustrates 

persevering through it all while living life to its fullest.
$119 includes motor coach transportation, 

a delicious gourmet lunch, self-guided museum tour, 
and the production. Mail Payment to Bev

Contact Bev’s Friends & Family Tours
318 SW 13th St. SW, Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-8695  *  jblysne@charter.net
Or contact Kim at the State Bank of Faribault

Departure Times:
Albert Lea Walmart ...............................10:00 am
Owatonna Perkins .................................10:30 am
State Bank of Faribault ........................11:00 am (Mall Location)
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323 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie
507-583-4469

SPRUCE UP
YOUR YARD WITH 
FLOWERS FROM 

BtoZ
HHaannggiinngg  BBaasskkeettss  ••  PPootttteedd  PPllaannttss  
44--PPaacckkss  FFlloowweerrss  aanndd  VVeeggeettaabblleess

DDiirrtt  aanndd  MMuullcchh  ••  GGeerraanniiuummss
SSpprriinngg  DDeeccoorr

tickets.scff.org 

Letc Ride �· � 
OOTS & APPAREL OWATONNA COLE'S ELECTRIC, INC. 

� � ® 0 T BERKSHIRE 
I� t\VATONNA Olympic Fire Hf�Y 

L � � Ach'antqe Rea1 F.state 

The Kubats farm in Meriden Township southwest of Owatonna. 
Brothers Brad, left, and Brent farm with their mother, Alma Kubat, and their White tractor.

BEST AND WORST MEMORIES ON THE FARM
The Kubats

Brad Kubat and his brother, Brent, have experienced the best and worst memories on their family farm in Meriden Township located 
southwest of Owatonna.

The worst came when a devastating fire ripped through their house in 1979 followed by the Farm Crisis of the 1980s. 
“It was extremely tough to get through that period, but we survived,” said Brad Kubat, who also is a radio personality for KOWZ and 

KRUE Country in Owatonna. Brad hosts the Morning Krue from 6-9 a.m. on KRUE and Saturdays from 12-4 p.m. on KOWZ. 
And now the best comes as Brad and Brent continue living out a tradition that started with their father in the 1950s when he purchased 

the farm. Brad and his wife, Holly, and their two children, Lance and Grace, and Brent and his wife, Janice, and their four children, Ayanna, 
Jasmine, Dreyden and Wyatt live a stone’s throw away from the farm where their mother, Alma, who is 82, still lives.

“New memories are still being made because of the farm,” said Brad.
The Kubat farm operation consists of corn, soybeans, laying hens, ducks, steers and feeder pigs. They use Oliver and White tractors, 

which is what their dad used. They have since added to the fleet with some very rare and sought after machines, including a pair of 990s, a 
1950 MFWD, a 1950-T and a White Mighty Tow 4-115.

“We do run the ‘other’ green for a combine,” Brad said with a wink referencing their John Deere combine. 
Asked what joy they get out of farming, Brad responded: “Being able to adapt to changing farm practices and through trial and error, 

see continually increasing yields.”
Brad pointed out how they were one of the first in their immediate area to experiment with and dial in no-till beans in cornstalks. 

“Yields have been unbelievable, and it’s fun to tell others who are curious about the conservation practice,” he said.
The Kubats say they feel fortunate to have been raised on the farm where they were taught what hard work can achieve.
“I think of my dad a lot who has been gone almost 30 years and often wonder what he’d think of his farm today and how the boys are 

running it,” Brad said. “He worked so hard on the land he loved to provide for his family and like to think he’s smiling down on us.”

cfscoop.com

This week’s  
Farm Family is 

brought to you by:

Loken Excavation & Drainage 
your DRAINAGE PROJECT partner

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products • Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects • Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

550077--445511--22887733

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna
loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

GUEST COLUMN

Thank a Farmer
Let’s remember to thank a farmer,

for the good food that we eat,
remember to thank a farmer,

for our produce, eggs, milk, and meat.
Our farmers are a blessing,

they work from dawn to dusk,
respect and thank our farmers,
they produce good food for us.

Twice a day they milk their cows,
some might have a hundred sows,

they raise such tender pork,
you can cut it with a fork.

On hot, humid summer days,
they are out there making hay,

during harvest time in fall,
it doesn’t bother them at all.

They have seeded fields of grain,
on dry land they need much rain,
my Dad had five years of drought,
sold his farm, and just moved out.

In their combines late at night,
on dark fields you see the lights,

bringing in the grain, corn, and beans,
with those expensive, huge machines.
The crops now taken from the fields,

they pray for abundant yields,
for all their work, it would be nice,
if now they recieve a decent price.

Remember to thank a farmer,
for the good food that we eat.

Bud Peka
Owatonna

MnDOT work permits needed for 
manure pipes used on state roads

Farmers are remind-
ed they need to com-
plete a miscellaneous 
work permit prior to 
laying pipe along or 
under any state high-
way, according to the 
Minnesota Department 
of Transportation.

A permit makes Mn-
DOT personnel aware 
of the project while 
also covering the per-
son seeking the permit 
and their contractor 
from claims should 
any incident arise 
during or because of 

the project.
Force-main manure 

pipes are used to move 
manure through pipes 
to fields or for removal. 
Pipes are often run or 
stored along highway 
right of way or utilize 
culverts or other struc-
tures to cross under 
roads. In all cases, 
permits are required.

During the spring 
season, MnDOT per-
sonnel have observed 
this work occurring, 
sometimes without the 
necessary permit.

For permit forms 
or information please 
visit MnDOT’s Permits 
website.

Submit permits for 
District 6 in southeast 
Minnesota by send-
ing to Dave Evans 
via email at David.
Evans@state.mn.us 
for permits on District 
6’s east side, or for west 
side to Jon Keranen at 
Jonathan.keranen@
state.mn.us. Permits 
may also be sent via 
MnDOT’s online per-
mits application.

a variety of opinions on 
the project.

Aaron Tempel, an 
Ashland Township 
farmer, said he has 
wetlands on his prop-
erty and is concerned 
about the damage the 
project could pose to the 
ecosystem.

Tempel said the wet-
lands are home to a va-
riety of birds and plants. 
He questioned why 
NextEra, which says it is 
concerned about the en-
vironment, would put a 
project adjacent to such 
a diverse property.

He also raised con-
cerns about a NextEra 
subsidiary recently 
pleading guilty to kill-
ing at least 150 bald and 
golden eagles.

It recently pleaded 
guilty to federal charges 
after at least 150 eagles 
were killed at its wind 
farms in eight states. 
The federal charges 
resulted in the company 
being ordered to pay 
more than $8 million in 
fines and restitution.

“Please rethink this 
project,” Tempel said.

Orin Johnson, a 
Vernon Township 

supervisor, said that 
Tempel covered what he 
had been hearing in his 
township.

He also asked why the 
company could not bury 
the transmission lines.

Mark Lennox, project 
manager for Dodge 
County Wind, responded 
to the transmission line 
question by saying that 
overhead lines are easier 
to maintain. The electric-
ity generated will be sold 
to Great River Energy 
and reliability is a major 
concern for them.

There were also com-
ments against the project 
from other landowners 
and individuals in other 
areas who had worked 
with NextEra in the past.

The project also had 
its share of supporters 
speak at the meetings.

Union members from 
Local 405 in Rochester 
offered their support 
citing the economic ben-
efits of the project. The 
project, they all agreed, 
would support hundreds 
of construction jobs 
during construction.

Brad Meier of the 
Owatonna Chamber of 
Commerce offered sup-
port for the project cit-

ing the economic impact 
to the local area and also 
the community involve-
ment shown by NextEra. 
The company has been 
an active member of the 
Chamber, Meier said, 
and has worked with 
the chamber and other 
community groups.

In comments at 
the beginning of the 
meetings, Lennox said 
that the Dodge County 
Wind project will be 
an approximately $400 
million investment in 
Dodge, Steele and Mow-
er Counties, will support 
approximately 400 con-
struction jobs, result in 
$970,000 to $1,180,000 in 
annual production tax-
es, support five to eight 
new, full-time workers 
when completed and 
make annual payments 
to landowners.

Written comments by 
interested parties will 
be accepted by the PUC 
until May 25.

PUC staff will do an 
environmental review 
of the project before its 
report is given to the 
commissioners. A for-
mal hearing before the 
PUC could be held early 
next year.

Public weighs in on wind farm
◄ PUBLIC from A1
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BP HOLIDAY DAZZLE

BP puts a little dazzle into the holidays
PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD
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132 2nd Ave NE • Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613 h FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien
 DDS, MBS

Building 

Healthy
Smiles!

ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST Mike’s
Ag & Truck Tire
REPAIR

870 32 Ave. NW, Owatonna
Emergency or on the farm repair

507-455-0388
(After hours 507-455-0483)

Sorenson’sSorenson’s 
Appliances & TV

Geneva, Mn
507-256-7258

GE, Frigidaire, Direct Tv, Danby, Crosley, Broan, 
Jenn-Air, KitchenAid, Maytag, Panasonic, RCA, 

Samsung, Toshiba, Whirlpool495 West N. ST.
Owatonna

507-451-7220

LARGE SELECTIONS
LOW PRICES

CREAMERY
TRY HOPE 

BUTTER FOR 
YOUR BAKING!
507-684-2019

Hope

Darrick Schewe
Owner

507-583-9994
Located in NAPA Auto Parts Building

Minimizer.com • 800-248-3855 • Blooming Prairie

800-248-3855
www.minimizer.com

Blooming Prairie

507-684-2100
12880 SW 72nd Ave, Ellendale

Your ad could be here!

Sponsored by these 

237 Hwy Ave. S • Blooming Prairie 583-6671

656 3rd St. NE • Blooming Prairie, MN
Robert Salinas

Family-Owned
507-583-6620

322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

LET’S ALL BE IN HARMONY
AND CELEBRATE MUSIC IN OUR

SCHOOLS MONTH

M
arch has been designated by the National 
Association for Music Education for the 
observance of Music in Our Schools Month, 
the time of the year when music education 
becomes the focus of schools across the 

country. The purpose is to raise awareness of the importance 
of music education for all children.

Photos courtesy of Becky Severtson, Premier Graphic Solutions

SENIOR HIGH CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Brett Motl, Ian Wayne, Boone Carlson, Ethan Grant, Cole Christianson 
and Olivia Johnson; middle row: Erin O’Brien, Jaclyn Hyland, Dylan Johnson, Luke Larkoski, 
Christopher Naatz, Rose Michaud, Danielle Pena and Anna Thostenson; front row: Raeann 
Grundmeier, Adrianna Bermea, Casey Lyman, Charlie Heimerman, Jacob Naatz, Hannah 
Hamersma, Brianna Arthaud and BethAnne Thacker.

8TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Kari Bottin, Adam Walsh, David Kartes, Drew Kittelson, Xavier Rennie, Carson Wacek 
and Josie Lorenz; middle row: Alana Braaten, Piper Lund, Remington Peterson, Tyler Archer, 
Ethan Ehlers, Colin Jordison, Bobbie Bruns and Alivia Schneider; front row: Isabella Heiber, 
Alexandra Dulaney, Melanie Winzenburg, Jaydon Brown, Payton Fristedt, Emily Miller and 
Jordyn Sunde.

7TH GRADE CHOIR
Back row: Madison Lea, Abigail Hefling, Cyprus Schleicher, Jayden Schewe, Alexander Riley, 
Madelaine Stoen, Haven Carlson, Leah Thorson and Heidi Judy; middle row: Kari Bottin, Sierra 
Larson, Anna Pauly, Tyler Miller, Zander Peterson, Cade Christianson, Micah Donnely, Joie 
Ruhter and Hannah Hamersma; front row: Bailey Brown, Jenna Johnson, Anna Reese, Aidan 
Holmes, Elliott Swenson, Jacob Weinberger, Jesse Cardenas, Trista Motl, Anna Suchanek and 
Brittany Johnson.

CHAMBER CHOIR
Back row: (left to right): Kari Bottin, Payton Simon, Charlie Heimerman, William Cardenas, Riley 
Millam and Ian Wayne; front row: Halle Strunk, Baylee Sorenson, Alivia Schneider, Melanie 
Winzenburg and Jaclyn Hyland.

Sponosored by these 
local businesses. 

Santa Claus greets a long line of kids and their parents at Farmers & Mer-
chants State Bank on Friday night, Dec. 6 as part of Holiday Dazzle. Santa
was brought to the bank by the Pittman horses.

The newly crowned Scrooge, Nelda Haberman, poses with three of her
friends, Stacy Salinas, Ann Weideman and the Grinch.

The 2019 Blooming Prairie Scrooge is none other
than Nelda Haberman of Vandal's Family Market.
She is crowned by BP Area Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Becky Noble. Kelly LaMotte and daughter Lake set up a booth at

the Pizza Cellar party room during Holiday Dazzle
2019.

Siblings Natalie (left) and Justin (right) Schumacher
used their creativity to do some artwork at Main
Street Dental during Holiday Dazzle activities on
Friday, Dec. 6.

Enjoying their s’mores thanks to the Blooming Prai-
rie Fire Department are siblings Andrew Schwarz and
Joseph Schwarz.

Emma Decker, 7, and Claire Decker, 2, unveil a little
Christmas gift, their little brother Sterling, 2 months
old. The three Deckers were visiting the Santa House
during Holiday Dazzle 2019.

Savannah Kramer, 9, shows off her Disney friends,
Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse and Olaf at Girls Night
on the Town at the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s
Club as part of Holiday Dazzle 2019.
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When you hear the word “budgeting,” your 
first thought might be that it’s mostly for 
young people starting out in their careers and 
adult lives. Yet, budgeting can be important 
for everyone, no matter their age. And even 
if you feel that you’re in pretty good finan-
cial shape, with a reasonable amount of sav-
ings and investments, you can still benefit 
by establishing a budget or improving your 
current one.

Here’s what budgeting can do for you:

Give you feelings of control – Not knowing 
where your money is going can be bewilder-
ing. But when you follow a budget, you’ll get 
a clear picture of your money movements. 
Consequently, you’ll feel more in control of 
your finances – and possibly your life, too.

Help you identify your priorities – A budget 
is, first of all, a practical tool that can help you 
manage your finances by showing what you 
must spend on your needs – mortgage, utili-
ties, car payment and so on. But a good bud-
get should also have space for your wants – 
which can range from mundane things, such 
as new clothes and entertainment, to more 
aspirational items, such as gifts to charita-
ble organizations you strongly support. By 
having your needs and your wants in front 
of you, on a piece of paper or a computer 
screen, you can determine if you’re spending 
too much on things that aren’t important to 
you and not enough on those that are. Con-
sequently, you may be able to adjust your 
budget in a way that allows you to put more 
financial weight behind your priorities.

Save for emergencies – You never know 
when you’ll need a major car repair or a new 
furnace or face a large medical bill – all of 
which can be true budget busters. That’s 
why, within your monthly budget, you 
should designate a certain amount to an 
emergency fund, with the money held in a 
liquid, accessible account. To make it easier 
to contribute to this fund, you can set up 
automatic transfers from your checking or 
savings account into a separate, liquid, low-
risk account. It’s a good idea to keep at least 
three to six months’ worth of living expenses 
in your emergency fund.

Help you pay down debt – By sticking to a 
budget, you can determine how much mon-
ey you can devote to paying down your 
debts. And if you find opportunities within 
your budget to cut back on your spending, 
you can use the savings to reduce your debts 
further.

Save for your future – Here’s another im-
portant category for your monthly budget: 
the future. You should always try to put 
away some money, even if it’s only a rela-
tively small amount, to a retirement account 
such as an IRA. As your salary goes up, you 
can increase these amounts. Of course, you 
may already be contributing to a 401(k) or 
similar account where you work, but you 
could spend decades in retirement, so you’ll 
want to accumulate as many resources as 
you can for those years.

A budget is a humble-appearing docu-
ment. But, as we’ve seen, it can play a far 
more meaningful role in your life than you 
might have thought – so use it wisely.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Harness the power  
of budgeting

edwardjones.com
Member SPIC

Jeffrey M. Hall
Financial Advisor

143 W. Bridge St.
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-446-0150
jeffrey.hall@edwardjones.com

To learn more, call today.

of 3,212 pieces of video 
evidence or 616 hours 
per day across the 
state. All the video 
will be uploaded to the 
cloud and stored for 
various lengths. For 
example, video from 
fatal vehicle crashes 
will be kept for 99 
years, DWI cases for 
20 years and non-en-
forcement contact for 
13 months.

In the last month, 
troopers captured 
96,380 pieces of video 
evidence for a total of 
19,840 hours of video 
and 37,936 GB of data.

The body cameras 
can be activated in five 
ways. They include: 
activation of emergen-
cy lights, manual ac-
tivation, rifle release 
in squad and any time 
the trooper takes the 
handgun or taser out 
of holster. Troopers 
will be required to re-
cord any law enforce-
ment contact with the 
public, Christianson 
said.

“It works good for 
both sides,” Chris-
tianson said, noting 
the patrol doesn’t 
receive many citizen 
complaints against 
troopers. “The footage 
clarity is amazing. It’s 

pretty high tech,” he 
added.

Col. Matt Langer, 
chief of the patrol, 
said: “Although we’d 
like to think every 
state trooper is per-
fect, we are human 
beings just like every-
one else. Capturing 
interactions on body-
worn cameras will 
help hold everyone 
accountable.”

Christianson said 
all data collected by 
the patrol is consid-
ered private and can’t 
be obtained until the 
case is closed. How-
ever, in rare circum-
stances like officer-in-
volved shootings the 
video can be released 
to “stop rumors and 
civil unrest,” he said, 
adding in those cases, 
“it’s important to get 
the true and accurate 
info out as soon as 
possible.”

There are 55 
troopers serving the 
11-county district 
across southeastern 
Minnesota.

Christianson has 
found all troopers are 
supportive of the new 
body cams.

“It’s good to have 
new technology,” he 
said. “It makes our 
jobs easier.”

stay of adjudication in 
sexual conduct case

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

An Owatonna man 
who received a stay of 
adjudication on one 
count of second-de-
gree criminal sexual 
conduct-victim under 13 
will spend less than two 
months in jail.

Michael John Ska-
licky, 51, has been was 
sentenced to 60 days in 
jail, with credit for two 
days already served. He 
must also complete sex 
offender/mental health 
treatment program; 
have no contact with 
the victim or unsuper-
vised contact with other 
females under age 18; 
and have no access to 
the internet without pri-
or approval, in addition 
to other conditions.

He was placed on 
supervised probation 
for 10 years.

A stay of adjudication 
means the conviction 
doesn’t appear on the 
defendant’s court re-
cord, provided certain 
conditions are met. If 
the conditions are met, 
the charge is ultimately 
dismissed without the 
conviction or guilty plea 
appearing on the final 
record.

Skalicky pleaded 
guilty to the charge in 
February; in exchange 
for the plea, one count 
of first-degree criminal 

sexual conduct and two 
counts of distribution of 
material that describes 
sexual conduct to a 
child were dismissed. 
All are felonies.

The investigation be-
gan in November 2020, 
when an adult relative 
reported the abuse.

The child told au-
thorities that Skalicky 
would make her watch 
pornography with him, 
and make her touch 
herself, the complaint 
says. Skalicky would 
allegedly touch himself 
in front of the victim 
and make her watch.

According to the 
investigator’s report, 
Skalicky also digitally 
penetrated the girl; she 
said the abuse started 
when she was 11.

The victim also said 
she had seen a photo of 
Skalicky’s genitals on 
her phone.

Jury to hear criminal 
sexual conduct case

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

An Owatonna man 
facing multiple counts 
of felony sexual assault 
will take his case to a 
jury.

The jury trial for 
Zachary John-Michael 
Haessig, 31, is sched-
uled to begin Aug. 
29 in Steele County 
District Court. He has 
been charged with 
four counts of third-de-
gree criminal sexual 
conduct, two counts of 
fourth-degree criminal 
sexual conduct, and 
one count of fifth-de-
gree criminal sexual 
conduct. Aggravating 
factors include using 
force or coercion and a 
victim who is mentally 
impaired/physically 
helpless.

The investigation 
began in October, when 
a woman went to the 
Owatonna Hospital 
emergency room for a 
panic attack, then told 
staff about ongoing sex-
ual abuse from Haessig, 
the report says.

When a Crisis Re-
source Center advocate 

attempted to take the 
woman to the CRC for 
a statement, Haes-
sig showed up at the 
emergency room and 
refused to leave. He 
followed them to the 
CRC.

According to the 
criminal complaint, the 
woman told authorities 
Haessig has been sexu-
ally assaulting her once 
or twice a week for the 
past five years. When 
she confronted him the 
first time, he allegedly 
told her it would never 
happen again.

The woman said she 
confronted him again 
in August because the 
alleged abuse contin-
ued; Haessig denied it. 
She told police he or his 
friends often followed 
her around town.

According to police 
reports, the woman’s 
friend said the alleged 
victim had confided in 
her about the abuse but 
asked the friend not to 
say or do anything.

The most serious 
counts carry a max-
imum penalty of 15 
years in jail, a $30,000 
fine, or both.

Engraving donor shares history 
at Owatonna Arts Center

BY JONI HUBRED
neWs edITOR

At age 13, artist 
Pierre-Joseph Redouté 
left home to make a 
living as a painter and 
decorator.

On Sunday–250 years 
later–a small group of 
visitors to the Owaton-
na Arts Center learned 
about his life and a 
Redouté engraving 
donated by Roger and 
Mary Barnard Randall. 
“Canna Flaccida” now 
hangs above a fireplace 
inside the Center at the 
West Hills campus.

“We have a con-
nection to the town 
and people that have 
been involved with the 
founding of the Arts 
Center,” Roger Randall 
said, adding that his 
wife’s father, Robert 
Barnard, was among 
them. “We wanted to 
leave it as a legacy and 
something people in 

the community can en-
joy for years to come.”

Randall said he 
started researching 
Redouté’s history after 
he and his wife pur-
chased the piece at an 
auction in New York. 
The young artist was 
born in Belgium, to a 
family with a long line 
of painters.

Redouté joined his 
brother, Antoine, a 
stage set designer, and 
moved to Paris in 1782. 
He was introduced in 
1786 to stipple engrav-
ing, a printing process 
he is credited with per-
fecting with botanical 
art. The technique cre-
ates tone with a pattern 
of dots in various sizes 
across an image.

The artist’s patrons, 
Randall said, included 
Marie Antoinette, last 
queen of France, and 
later, Empress Jose-
phine, wife of Napo-
leon Bonaparte, and 

Bonaparte’s second 
wife, Empress Marie 
Louise.

Most of Redouté’s 
work was done at Châ-
teau de Malmaison, 
home to a garden of 
botanicals from across 
the French empire. He 
was also known for his 
paintings of trees, ros-
es, and other flowers.

Randall said the 
flower in the engraving 
is native to southeast 
and south-central Unit-
ed States.

It’s part of a 486-
work collection called 
“The Lilies,” all done in 
watercolor.

“Most of the works 
include detailed 
renderings of seeds, 
bulbs, leaves, and 
other unique features 
of the plant,” Randall 
said.

Redouté did 200 
copies using stipple 
engraving that were 
presented as gifts to 

dignitaries from the 
French people. His 
works, Randall said, 
are displayed all over 
the world.

“And now in Owaton-
na,” he added. “You’re 
in good company.”

The donation of 
“Canna Flaccida” was 

made in memory of 
the Randalls’ parents, 
Robert and Magdalen 
Barnard and Curtis 
and Virginia Randall.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Mary and Roger Randall recently donated “Canna Flaccida,” an engraving by artist 
Pierre-Joseph Redouté, to the Owatonna Arts Center. 

Michael Skalicky

BODY CAMS BY THE NUMBERS
• 705 cameras for State Patrol
• $7 million cost approved by legislature in 2021
• 616 hours per day of video recorded by 
troopers
• 37,936 GB of data recorded per month

“The footage clarity is amazing.  
It’s pretty high tech.”

Sgt. Troy Christianson
MN State Patrol

State Patrol rolls out body cams
◄ BODY CAMS from A1

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Minnesota troopers have a new tool on their 
uniforms-- a body camera that captures video of any 
law enforcement contact they have while on duty.
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LOOK WHO'S BEING AWESOME!
Blossoms Students of the Week

Blooming Prairie Elementary School
Claire Klocke – 4A 
Mrs. Volgarino’s Class
Parents: Adam & Melissa Klocke 

Payten has been a great addition to 5C. He 
participates in class and loves to share. He is a kind 
friend and classmate.  He is respectful and is quick 
to volunteer when someone needs a helping hand.
Keep on being an AWESOME BLOSSOM!

Natalie has shown so much responsibility and 
maturity throughout the school year - always 
having her assignments finished so neatly and well 
done, treating others with respect, helping her 
classmates, and being a positive role model for all 
students. She is exactly what Prairie Pride is meant 
to be, and I could not be more proud of the student, 
and person, she is!

Claire is a fantastic example of Prairie Pride in our 
school! Claire is extremely hard working and tries 
her best in everything she does. She brings a 
positive attitude and willingness to learn each and 
every day. She is a good friend, kind classmate, and 
respectful student as she consistently acts as a 
positive example in our classroom. Way to go, 
Claire! We are so proud of you!

Payten Crabtree – 5C 
Mrs. Hadrath’s Class
Parent: Tyler & Amy Crabtree

Natalie Winzenburg – 6B 
Mr. Kittelson’s Class
Parent: Lucas & Katie Winzenburg 

MONTH
B to Z Hardware
B to Z Hardware has been operating on Blooming Prairie’s Main Street for many years. Betlach & Zweiner 

sold B to Z Hardware to the Peaches and Johnsons who have owned the business for 20 years. B to Z 
Hardware has been a Chamber member since 2002. We appreciate Greg and Kathy Johnson and Dan 

and Je� Peach for their continued support of the Chamber and the Blooming Prairie Area Community. 
B to Z Hardware o�ers a wide range of hardware needs, including hardware, service to windows and 
screen repair, pipe cutting and threading, glass cutting and party rental services. B to Z hardware is 

located at 323 Main St. E. in downtown Blooming Prairie. 
They are open Monday–Friday 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m., and Saturday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

You can also visit them on Facebook by searching “B to Z Hardware” or give them a call at 507-583-4469.

Congratulations to B to Z Hardware for being recognized as the 
Chamber of Commerce Business of the Month!

B to Z Hardware is this month’s featured business
for the Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce.

be leaving for mission 
work in Beirut.

Both the Krafts and 
the Stenders are open-
ing new chapters in 
their lives. The Krafts 
have never owned a 
business and now have 
a mission of helping oth-
ers enjoy the outdoors.

The Stenders are 
staying at Brookside 
until after Memorial Day 
to lend a hand to the new 
owners. Traveling is now 
the Stenders’ mission.

After traveling the 
Upper Midwest, the 
Stenders will return to 
Brookside in early Oc-
tober to help the Krafts 
close the business for 
the winter. First on the 
traveling agenda for the 
Stenders will be a drive 
up the North Shore of 
Minnesota.

The Stenders have 
never seen Duluth and 
farther north. “We just 
haven’t had time,” Karla 
and Dondi said, adding 
they thank the commu-
nity and promise to stop 
back when they can.

The Krafts have 
moved into the 
three-bedroom home lo-
cated near the entrance 
to the campgrounds. 
Dondi and Karla are 
currently residing in 
their RV behind the 
office area.

Brookside 
history

Reflecting on the 
history of Brookside, 
the Krafts learned that 
Charlotte and Dale 
Braaten began clearing 
land for the campground 
in 1965 and opened it 

officially in 1966. They 
owned and operated it for 
20 years until 1986.

New owners ran the 
campground until Oct. 
15, 1990 when Char-
lotte’s son Steve and his 
wife Becky purchased 
the business and operat-
ed it until April 13, 2013.

The Braatens sold 
the campground to a 
couple from Forest City, 
Iowa. The Stenders then 
became the most recent 
owners with the Krafts 
now holding the keys of 
operation.

The Krafts held 
residence in Des Moines 
until four years ago 
when a job change sent 
the Krafts to Princeton, 
Minn. Mary is a regis-
tered nurse, working in 
St. Cloud at St. Bene-
dicts, a rehabilitation 
and long-term care fa-
cility. Marshall worked 
22 years for Ruan as a 
transportation opera-
tions manager.

COVID two years ago 
forced Marshall out of 
a job. He quickly landed 
another job with Versa-
tile Transport of Becker.

“We know that run-
ning a campgrounds is a 
lot of work, but we enjoy 
people and are looking 

forward to the chal-
lenge,” Marshall said. 
“We now will be closer 
to our family,” he said.

The Krafts have an 
adult daughter, Haley 
and two grandchildren, 
Lillian, 9 and Vivian, 5.

The 
campgrounds
Nestled in a heavily 

wooded area in Mow-
er County near the 
beautiful Cedar River, 
Brookside has been a 
popular landing spot 
for many families over 
the years.

Seated in comfortable 
surroundings at the 
campground store, the 
Krafts make mention of 
how quiet, safe and se-
cluded the campground 
is. The campground 
spans 46 acres and has 
148 sites with 101 of 
them seasonal. More 
than 100 primitive camp 
sites are available.

The camping sea-
son is typically May 
1 to Sept. 30 and if the 
weather cooperates, the 
campground may open 
in mid-April and stay 
open until mid-October. 
Brookside draws camp-
ers from Blooming Prai-

rie, Austin, Albert Lea, 
Rochester, Owatonna, 
Hastings and beyond.

Seven years ago when 
the Stenders took over 
ownership of Brookside, 
Dondi and Karla agreed 
that it was love at first 
sight. The Krafts agree 
with that feeling.

All campground sites 
have picnic tables and 
fire rings. All RV sites 
have electric and water 
with sewer hookup avail-
able on some. A large 
pavilion is available in 
one group area to rent 
for birthdays, anniver-
saries, graduations, 
reunions or other events.

Because of its 
location bordering the 
Cedar River, campers 
can fish in the river and 
shove off in their kayaks 
or canoes.

Clean restrooms 
with private showers 
for camping conve-
nience are offered to 
campers. In the lodge, 
campers will find 
games, snacks, ice, 
propane, free Wi-Fi and 
other conveniences. 
Firewood is for sale as 
are other small grocery 
items.

Weekends are 
themed throughout the 
year, Christmas in July 
and Halloween in Au-
gust. Pot lucks will be 
scheduled every second 
Saturday of the month.

Brookside offers 
20/30/50 amp full hookup 
(W/E/S), large pull-
through sites, group 
areas, tent sites with 
water and electric, prim-
itive tent sites, dump 
station, convenience 
store, heated swimming 
pool (50x20), kiddie pool, 
basketball and volleyball 
courts, gaga ball, horse-
shoe pits, game room, 
shaded sites, hiking 
trails, picnic areas and 
kayak/canoeing access.

A pavilion is also 
available for family get-to-
gethers. The campground 
is also pet friendly.

Marshall has already 
started to get the train 

ready for rides. Mar-
shall said Brookside 
will also continue wag-
on rides for the kids on 
Saturday nights.

Both Marshall and 
Mary said Brookside’s 
location and atmo-
sphere draws campers. 
“We are family orientat-
ed,” said Mary.

The Krafts direct 
compliments toward 
the Stenders for re-in-
vesting to make the 
campgrounds better. Two 
cabins are available. Four 
rental campers are avail-
able. The campgrounds 
are open from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day.

The pools will be open 
Memorial weekend.

Pandemic 
impact

COVID struck the 
campground industry in 
May of 2020. Brookside 
could not open because 
of a state mandate. Later, 
the mandate was lifted 
and the camping busi-
ness took off once again 
for the Stenders.

The Stenders, even so, 
lost a third of their busi-
ness because Memorial 
weekend was wiped out 
because of COVID.

Dondi and Karla said 
people were eager to get 
outside and this caused 
a spike in camping.

“We were ready to 
work a couple of more 
years but the opportu-
nity to sell came and 
we went for it,” said the 
Stenders. Dondi said 
they had three serious 
lookers at their business.

The Stenders wintered 
this past winter in Flor-
ence, Ariz. They plan to 
return there this fall.

“We made lots of good 
friends because we were 
involved in our communi-
ty,” said Dondi. “We love 
small towns,” he added.

The Krafts couldn’t 
agree more about lov-
ing small town life.

They are considering 
an open house in possi-
bly June.

Spring into Ellendale

New owners at Brookside 
◄ BROOKSIDE from A1
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STAFF PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD
It was easy to find a little spring in everyone’s step 
in Ellendale last Saturday as the community held a 
Spring into Ellendale festival. Top left: Lions Club 
members Becky Larson, Allie Larson and Lauri Jensen 
sold some tasty rolls with proceeds being dedicated 
to new city mural. Top right: Audrey Horan, left, visits 
Gwen Reiss' 2 Doves Boutique. Bottom left: One of the 
youngest guests was Harlow Joy Lassahn, 5 months. 
She is the daughter of Kelsey and David Lassahn.
Bottom right: It's called horseshoe art. Royce Teague 
of Little Falls brought his horseshoe art and proudly 
shows off a swan he made. He is currently making a 
large bald eagle with a wing span of 8½ feet.
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Kevin Gainey, 59, Owatonna
Kevin R. Gainey, 

died unexpectedly 
on Sunday May 8, 
2022 at Lynnhurstt 
Nursing Home in St. 
Paul.

Kevin was born 
on Nov. 21, 1962 to 
parents Betty and 
Raymond Gainey in 
Owatonna. He was 

their eighth child.
He attended St. Mary’s grade 

school and graduated from Owaton-
na High School where he loved play-
ing football. Kevin worked various 
manufacturing jobs in Owatonna 
during his life.

He enjoyed music, nature, fish-
ing, motorcycle riding, and antiqu-
ing. His family “nickname” was 
“Kubby Bear” for his soft spoken 
and gentle nature. He loved our 
large expanding family and was 
always inquiring about others and 
how they were doing. Our mother 

was most dear to him. He was a very 
kind and caring soul.

He is survived by his siblings 
Mary Anne (Jerry) Wolesky, Michael 
(Kathy) Gainey, Kathleen (John) 
Ihlenfeld, Patrick Gainey, Daniel 
(Anne) Gainey, Timothy (Lori) Gain-
ey, Colleen Hougas, Raymond (Becky) 
Gainey. He is also survived by many 
loving nieces and nephews and their 
children.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and grandparents. Blessed be 
his memory in our family.

Private family services will be held 
the Brick-Meger Funeral Home in 
Owatonna followed by internment at 
Sacred Heart Cemetery.

For more information or to leave 
an online condolence message visit 
www.megercares.com.

Margaret Liebrenz, 99, Owatonna
Margaret M. 

(Simon) Liebrenz 
passed away, just a 
few months short 
of her 100th birth-
day, at Homestead 
Hospice House in 
Owatonna, on May 
11, 2022.

Margaret was 
born in Blooming 
Prairie on Oct. 17, 

1922 to John and Elsie Simon. She 
attended schools there and graduated 
from Blooming Prairie High School 
in 1942. She attended Mankato State 
College, earning her elementary 
teaching certificate in 1944. She taught 
at a number of elementary schools in 
southern Minnesota, including St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Owatonna.

On Aug. 10, 1957 she was united in 
marriage to Ferdy Liebrenz. They then 
became permanent residents of Owaton-
na. Margaret was an active member of 
Sacred Heart Church. She enjoyed play-
ing bridge with card groups in the area.

Margaret was preceded in death 
by her parents John and Elsie Simon, 
husband Ferdy Liebrenz, brother 
Adrian Simon, nephew Stephen 
Pribyl, Kathryn (Pribyl) Geiser, and 
stepdaughter Mary Joan Fischer.

She is survived by two sisters, 
Leona Pribyl and Loretta Coughlin, 
stepdaughters Midge Sluzalis and Judi 
Schubert, and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Friends greeted the family at 
Sacred Heart Church, Owatonna, 
Saturday, May 14. Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas Rosary was recited at 
the church. Mass of Christian Burial 
followed. Burial was at Sacred Heart 
Cemetery following the service.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a 
memorial gift to St. Mary’s Catholic 
School at 730 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna, 
MN 55060.

Yvonne Salisbury, 85, Wells
Yvonne Marlene 

(Frisk) Salisbury 
passed away unex-
pectedly in Ashe-
ville, North Caroli-
na while traveling 
on vacation with 
family. Visitation 
will be held Thurs-
day, May 19, 2022 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 
with her family at 

Nasinec Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, 789 Business Park Drive Wells, 
and will continue one hour prior to 
the service at church. A funeral ser-
vice will take place Friday, May 20, 
2022 at 10:30 a.m. at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Wells. Burial 
following the funeral to take place in 
Rosehill Cemetery in Wells. Nasinec 
Funeral Home in Wells is entrusted 
with arrangements. Please see http://
www.nasinecfh.com to leave online 
condolences.

She was the first born, of Lucille 
(Ireton) and LeRoy Frisk, on Feb. 11, 
1937 in Avoca, Minn. Yvonne graduat-
ed from Slayton High School in 1955. 
Following graduation, she moved to 
Worthington where she worked for 
Campbell’s Soup Company and met 
the love of her life, Lester Hobart 
Salisbury. The two continued to 
correspond through love letters when 
Les entered the service, and married 
April 1, 1956 in Anaheim, Calif.

Yvonne’s greatest blessings in 
life were her family. Together, they 
shared five children, eight grandchil-
dren, and three great-grandchildren. 
She was able to make her living 

caring for everyone who entered 
their home. Yvonne loved to spoil her 
family and friends with her talents in 
the kitchen.

She was a Den Mother for her boys, 
a Girl Scout Leader for her daughter, 
and proud supporter and fan to all 
her grand and great-grandchildren. 
Yvonne was a member of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Wells, 
where she was an active member 
of the funeral committee for many 
years. She was a member of the Wells 
Auxiliary Legion Post 210 and the 
Worthington Legion.

Yvonne is survived by: her chil-
dren Kevin (Bea) Salisbury, Winona, 
David Salisbury, Crescent, Iowa, 
Craig (Karen) Salisbury, Lanesville, 
Ind., and Jodie Salisbury, Owatonna; 
grandchildren Amanda (Jeff) Weif-
enbach, Rachel Vogel, Leah (Nick) 
Schmitz, Shannon (Dylan) Bakken, 
Megan Salisbury, Brianne Salisbury, 
Dylan Salisbury, and Cole Salisbury; 
great grandchildren Kirsten Weifen-
bach, Payton Weifenbach, and Jay-
dyn Schmitz; sister Marlyce (Denny) 
Kalmes; brother-in-law Bert (Joyce) 
Salisbury; sister-in-law Mary Lou 
Salisbury. Many nieces, nephews, 
and friends.

Yvonne was proceeded in death 
by her parents, brother (Gerald 
Frisk), husband, and son (Gary 
Salisbury).

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests you please direct memorials in 
her honor to one of the following: The 
Wells Fire Department, The Wells 
Community Ambulance Service, or 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
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BRETT

Could a GrandPad help someone 
with early-onset Alzheimer’s 

disease stay connected?
Dear Live Grand: 

I’m only 56, but I’ve been 
diagnosed with early-on-
set Alzheimer’s disease. 
Having seen this with 
my mother, I’m deter-
mined to plan so that I 
can live at least semi-in-
dependently for as long 
as possible. To do that, 
I’ll need to find elec-
tronic devices that will 
support my quality of life 
but won’t depend on my 
slippery memory. Can 
you tell me if a Grand-
Pad would be useful for 
me while I’m still rea-
sonably astute? Would 
the tablet keep me safe 
online as my judgment 
falters yet still allow me 
to communicate with 
loved ones? – SK

Dear SK: While we 
know that Alzheimer’s 
disease is a difficult 
diagnosis for anyone, 
it’s especially difficult 
for someone your age. 
Our hearts are with 
you. You’re wise to 
plan, and it pleases 
us to help you do so 
by explaining how a 
GrandPad could help 
you both now and in 
the future as your 
disease progresses.

Most computer 
users enjoy browsing 
select websites. With 
GrandPad’s Internet 
app you’d have the 
option of using pre-
sets that offer articles, 
podcasts, and videos 
focusing on people 
over 50, yet you could 
also explore the Web 
using the Search 
option. Your family 
admin could add 
additional websites 
including your online 
newspapers. As you 
notice your judgment 
slipping, your family 
admin could then limit 
your online exposure 
as needed.

GrandPads have 
built-in 4G enabled 
cellular service, so 
they don’t require an 
Internet connection or 
password. Since only 
the people added to 
your Contacts can call 
or email you, you’d be 
protected from spam. 
Voice emails are 
already set up, though 
typed emails could be 
enabled.

Video/audio calls 
are simple, which is 
convenient now, but 
they will be critical 
for you later. As soon 
as someone from your 
Contacts calls, you’ll 
see their image and 
click Answer and 
you’re connected. To 
place a call, you’d sim-
ply choose the person’s 
image from your Con-
tacts and tap Call.

You could easily 
view photos and videos 
that the family admin 
uploads to your Photos 
app and if you like 
taking pictures, there’s 
a camera.

The Radio app 
could bring you varied 
entertainment, and 
the Music app offers 
different genres and 
decades to choose from 
so you could build 
your personalized 
Music Collection.

If you enjoy playing 
cards or completing 

crossword puzzles, 
you’d find plenty to 
challenge you within 
the Games app. The 
memory game even 
allows you to set your 
level of difficulty.

You could check 
your local weather 
with one click and 
access a calculator, 
flashlight, or magnify-
ing glass from within 
the Toolbox app.

Setup is easy. Should 
you need assistance at 
any time, you’d just tap 
the Help button, and 
your own representa-
tive would answer your 
questions – live, 24/7, 
365 days a year.

GrandPads are 
versatile, SK, so your 
family admin would be 
able to enable certain 
functions now but hide 
them from your view 
as your memory and 
judgment decline. This 
flexibility removes 
the tech confusion 
that hinders so many 
and would protect you 
from outside threats.

Live Grand is 
a weekly column 
brought to you by 
GrandPad – the 
simplest, safest 
tablet-based solution 
that helps reconnect 
families. To submit 
your question, see: 
www.LiveGrand.me.

Shop our biggest SALE of the year!

A SUPER GIFT FOR YOUR 
SUPER MOM
(800)704-9412 
GrandPad.net 

~CELEBRATION OF LIFE~
Marlo Dean Hansen, 74, went to be 
with our Lord on January 28, 2022.  

A Celebration of Life, Military Honor and luncheon will be held on

May 21st from 11 AM to 1 PM 
at 

Big Stone American Legion, 14521 485th St. West of Big Stone City, 
South Dakota.

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

arrested at 2:09 a.m. May 
8, felony motor vehicle 
theft, held for court.
Charles Leslie Kenyon Jr., 
36, arrested at 3:42 a.m. 
May 8, DWI-test refusal, 
held for court.
Santiago Lee Cavazos, 
24, arrested at 12:31 
a.m. May 9, DWI, held for 
court.
Brian Douglas Aus, 44, 
arrested at 1:58 a.m. May 
10, DWI, held for court.
Martin Jose Garza, 45, 
arrested at 4:11 p.m. 
May 10, felony domestic 
assault by strangulation 
and domestic assault, 
held for court.
Kaacee J. Mullins, 29, 
arrested at 2:14 a.m. May 
11, domestic assault, held 
for court.
Jamison William Allen, 47, 
arrested at 5:22 p.m. May 
12, apprehension and 
detention arrest, held for 
court.
Hector Delgado-Robles, 
65, arrested at 12:25 p.m. 
May 12, warrant arrest, 
held for court.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

Nicholas Joseph Flores, 
31, arrested at 3:48 p.m. 
May 8, restraining order 
violation, held for court.
Camden Ray Sawyer, 
28, arrested at 2:48 p.m. 
May 10, warrant arrest, 
$5,000 bail.

COURT NEWS
dodge County

The following 
misdemeanors and petty 
misdemeanors were 
heard in Dodge County 
District Court the week of 
April 24 – May 1:

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Rabecca M. Bredesen, 
26, Kasson, hands 
free violation, $130; 
Noah A. Doherty, 22, 
Lake City, controlled 
substance crime, stay 
of adjudication, $75, 
20 days in county 
jail, no alcohol or 
controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
90 hours of community 
service and 2 years of 
supervised probation; 
McNeilus Steel Inc., 
Dodge Center, parking 
violation, $32; Jennifer 
L. Romero, 43, Kasson, 
speeding, $140; Jessica 
A. Stanley, 45, Kasson, 
hands free violation, 
$130; Cristian G. Valdez 
Felix, 43, Dodge Center, 
permit offense, $180.

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Brian C. Dunford, 
61, Spring Valley, 
possession of marijuana, 
stay of adjudication, 
2 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, no alcohol 
or controlled substance 
use, do not enter liquor 
establishments, mental 
health evaluation, 
cognitive skill training, 
maintain employment 
and 5 years of 
supervised probation; 
Marissa A. Goodlive, 36, 
Minneapolis, speeding, 
$140; Holly L. Rodriguez, 
34, Rochester, hands 
free violation, $130; 
Jeannette I. Weber, 
34, Kasson, cancelled 
license, $280, 2 days in 
county jail and 1 year of 
unsupervised probation.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Brandy K. Conway, 32, 
Rochester, speeding, 
$140; Emma I. Esplan, 18, 
Dodge Center, speed-
ing, $120; Jamie J. Fritz, 
42, Hayfield, speeding, 
stay of adjudication, 
$225 and 6 months of 
unsupervised probation; 
Ibrahim A. Hussein, 37, 
Owatonna, speeding, 
stay of adjudication, 
$100 and 6 months of 
unsupervised proba-
tion; Derrick Kotvasz, 
35, Rochester, revoked 
license, $230; Mason M. 
Piepho, 18, Owatonna, 
speeding, $120; Davein D. 
Rodgers, 20, Owatonna, 
speeding, no insurance 
and suspended license, 
$620; Maribel M. Rueda, 
19, Owatonna, speeding, 
$120; Benjamin H. Sosa, 
51, Rochester, speeding, 
stay of adjudication, $100 
and 6 months of unsuper-
vised monitoring without 
adjudication; James R. 
Sullivan, 56, Kasson, 
speeding, stay of adjudi-
cation, $95 and 6 months 
of unsupervised proba-
tion; Jordan R. Wimbush, 
19, Owatonna, speeding, 
$140; Kelsey M. Wright, 
28, Dodge Center, speed-
ing, stay of adjudication, 
$135 and 6 months of 
unsupervised monitoring 
without adjudication.

WEST CONCORD 
POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
William R. Arteaga Urena, 
25, St. Paul, suspended 
license and no insurance, 
$480; Ethan S. Northway, 
18, Rochester, speeding, 
stay of adjudication, 
$260 and 6 months of 
unsupervised probation.

◄ BLOTTER from A7

PUBLIC SAFETY
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Library accepting 
garden seeds

If you have been 
to other libraries in 
our area or across 
the country, you may 
have discovered Seed 
Lending Libraries 
within public libraries. 
While we do not have a 
formal seed library at 
the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library, some 
thoughtful individu-
als have brought in 
seeds that they have 
saved. At this time we 
have seeds for Banana 
Muskmelon. If you 
have some seeds that 
you would like to share 
with others, please 
bring them in a pack-
age or envelope and 
leave them at the desk.

As you harvest 
your garden in the 
fall, consider setting 
aside some of the 
seeds to share with 
your fellow gardeners 
next spring. We know 
that many people are 

interested in heir-
loom or native plants, 
so if you have extra 
seeds of those, please 
mark them as heir-
loom before bringing 
them to the library.

If there is sufficient 
interest in seed sav-
ing and lending, we 
will add more seeds 
and more information 

about gathering seeds 
in our library materi-
als. There may even be 
some Master Garden-
ers who could teach us 
all about planting from 
seeds. This project will 
be driven by the com-
munity, so if you would 
like to know more 
about seed saving and 
sharing, let us know at 
the library.

We are gearing 
up for our Summer 
Reading Program. 
Brochures were dis-
tributed to Blooming 
Prairie Elementary 
School and the schools 
in Owatonna. If your 
child is homeschooled 
or attends a different 
school, please stop by 
the library to pick up 
your brochure. You can 
also pick up calendars 
that list the movies 
each Monday. You need 
to know what is hap-
pening this summer!

BP Legion, VFW auxiliaries plan Poppy Day
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

Women of the 
American Legion and 
VFW auxiliaries will 
once again handing out 
poppies (the Little Red 
Flower) on Friday, May 
27 at many downtown 
locations.

Members of the 
Blooming Prairie VFW 
Auxiliary Post 878 
and American Legion 
Auxiliary Post 52 will 
be handing out poppies 
at six different locations 
in Blooming Prairie 
during the day from 6 
a.m to 6 p.m.

Get your poppy at the 
following locations: B 
to Z Hardware, Bloom-
ing Prairie Post Office, 
Casey’s, the Grille/
BP Nutrition, Vandal’s 
Family Market and 
the Blooming Prairie 

Servicemen’s Club.
Doreen Blome is chair 

for the VFW Auxiliary 
and Doris Rasmussen is 
chair for the American 
Legion Auxiliary.

By wearing poppies 
on Poppy Day, Ameri-
cans honor every service 
member who dies in the 
name of liberty, freedom 
and democracy, Blome 
and Rasmussen said.

By giving a donation 
for the red poppy, people 
are provided an opportu-
nity to support veterans.

Donations on Poppy 
Day go directly to assist 
disabled and hospital-
ized veterans.

Poppy Day chairs 
Blome and Rasmus-
sen thank Poppy Day 
supporters and also urge 
everyone to fly their 
American Flag on Poppy 
Day (May 27) and on Me-
morial Day (May 30).

BOOK NOOK

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

area students graduate from Mankato
Many area students 

from Steele County 
have graduated from 
Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato.

Commencement cer-
emonies took place May 
6 and May 7 in Taylor 
Center’s Bresnan Arena 
on campus. The college 
awarded 2,797 degrees.

Undergraduate 
students receiving 
recognition included 
385 students graduating 
summa cum laude (3.8 
grade point average and 
higher), 316 students 
graduating magna cum 
laude (grade point av-
erages of 3.6 to 3.79) and 
317 students graduating 
cum laude (grade point 
averages of 3.4 to 3.59).

The graduates from 
Steele County included:

Medford- Nicholas 
Brown, graduate cer-
tificate, taxation, Cum 
Laude and master of 

accounting, cum laude; 
Alex Goetze, bachelor 
of science, marketing; 
Taylore Keppers, bach-
elor of science, market-
ing, magna cum laude 
and Trenton Lund, 
bachelor of science, 
manufacturing engi-
neering tech, magna 
cum laude.

Owatonna- Ruqiyo 
Ali, bachelor degree, 
business administra-
tion; Kennedi Alstead, 
doctor of school psy-
chology degree; Nata-
sha Anderson, bachelor 
degree, business admin-
istration, cum laude; Ja-
cob Beckmann, bache-
lor of science, rec, parks 
& leisure services; Cole 
Bergeman, bachelor 
of sciene, law enforce-
ment; Jennifer Cassen, 
bachelor degree, busi-
ness administration, 
cum laude; Nickolas 
Dahle, bachelor of 

science, construction 
management;

Ashley Dean-Mac-
Intosh, bachelor of sci-
ence, social work, cum 
laude; Zachery Deetz, 
master of arts, educa-
tion, magna cum laude; 
Lucas Dittmer, bachelor 
degree, history, sum-
ma cum laude; Jaden 
Dowhaniuk, bachelor 
of science, finance; 
Patrick Flynn, master 
of science, information 
technology, cum laude; 
Leonel Garcia Pina, 
bachelor of science, law 
enforcement; Danielle 
Guentzel, bachelor of 
science, RN baccalaure-
ate completion;

Andrew Jensen, 
bachelor of science, 
communication studies; 
Cassandra Larson, 
bachelor of science, 
theatre arts, magna 
cum laude; Jawahir 
Mohamed, bachelor of 

science, economics;
Jessica Mundt, bache-

lor of business, business 
administration, summa 
cum laude; Ilhan Omar, 
bachelor of science, 
nursing, summa cum 
laude; Suad Omar, bach-
elor of science, medical 
lab science, cum laude; 
Jennifer Radel, master 
of science, special edu-
cation;

Darlene Runner, mas-
ter of science, special ed-
ucation; Ollie Schmidt, 
bachelor of science, 
music education; Nicole 
Schuette, master of 
science, reading; Brady 
Schuster, bachelor of 
science, marketing; 
Monica Silva, bachelor 
of business, business 
administration; Makay-
la Simon, associate of 
arts, liberal studies 
and Abigail Strodtman, 
bachelor of science, 
applied leadership.

Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School

May 19- Crispy chicken tenders, 
whole grain dinner roll, turkey BLT 
flatbread, steamed corn, baby carrots, 
wheatberry salad, fresh fruit bar

May 20- Pepperoni pizza, turkey 
deli sandwich, roasted cauliflower, 
celery sticks, canned fruit bar

May 23- Beef hotdog on a bun, 
crispy chicken salad, cucumber ranch 
salad, celery sticks, canned fruit bar

May 24- Track and Field Day- ham 
deli sandwich, fresh apple, baby car-
rots, chips

May 25- Popcorn chicken, whole 
grain dinner roll, chicken bacon 
ranch melt, mashed potatoes, steamed 
corn, canned fruit bar

Blooming Prairie High School
May 19- Orange chicken, brown 

rice, cheese pizza, fish nuggets, roast-
ed broccoli, cauliflower floret, fresh 
fruit bar

May 20- BBQ pulled pork sand-
wich, pretzel bites with cheese cubes, 
cheesy ham melt, sweet potato fries, 
cucumber slices, steamed peas, 
canned fruit bar

May 23- French toast, strawberry 
topping, sausage patty, biscuits & gra-
vy, breakfast potatoes, baby carrots, 
fresh fruit bar

May 24- Crispy chicken nuggets, 
whole grain dinner roll, beef hotdog 
on a bun, grab n go varieties, baked 
beans, cherry tomato, canned fruit bar

May 25- Build your own sub, var-
ious meats, kettle potato chips, grab 
n go varieties, broccoli salad, cucum-
ber slices, fresh fruit bar, sidekicks 
kiwi-strawberry

ANNIVERSARIES

honest1owatonna.com

May 18
Cody Christianson

Bryan Fristedt
Cade Christianson

David Farr
Chris Staloch

May 24
Jacob Peterson

Margaret Swenson
Sawyer Emanuel 
Leah Thompson

May 23
Alicia Levon

May 22
Per & Andrea Kvalsten
Sheryl & Chris Mans 

May 19
Ashley Allison

Dean Zilm
Skylar Valek
Nancy Clark

May 20
Martin Krampitz 
Frank Vorlicek
Patty Ingvalson
Terry Trotman

May 22
Tricia Imker

Isabella Schiller
Howard Lestrud

Roger Hein

May 19
Darrell & Cindi Hansen
Missy & Justin Korman

Ken & Judy Esplan 
Tom & Hannah Stoneburner

Lerslie & Tom Shawback 

May 20
Rich & Jean Schwartz
Pat & Jessica Skinner

May 23
Greg & Laura Thomas

May 21
Jessica Kruckeberg

Dawn Ingvalson

May 21
Rick & Cheri Krejci 

Fran & Cheryl Coughlin
Emma & Stephen Basness 

May 24
Paul & Jackie Smith
Val & Ashley Garcia

Clarence & Diana Boyd

St. Mary's School 
Shining Knights

THIS FEATURE SPONSORED BY A PROUD ST. MARY'S ALUMNUS.

730 South Cedar Ave. Owatonna 
507-446-2300 
stmarys-owatonna.org

Student Name:

SOPHIA
Grade: 7th Grade

PARENTS: Juan Guerrero & Maria Hernandez 

Student Name:

ERIC
Grade: 7th Grade

PARENTS: Yukai Zhang & Lin Feng 

Sophia lives out the values of "Love, Learn, Lead, 
Give and Pray" in her daily interactions with 
teachers and peers at St. Mary's School. She 
listens with discernment, and confidently offers 
her insights and ideas. I see Sophia respectfully 
challenging the status quo - encouraging others 
to be inclusive and make choices that have a 
positive impact. She is a voracious reader sharing 
her love for the written word through an 
occasional recommendation to classmates and 
teachers. Sophia leads by example. It has been a 
pleasure to be a part of her journey at SMS. 

Eric is very involved in our St. Mary's Junior High 
community. He demonstrates his leadership 
qualities as a Student Council representative and 
sings in Liturgy Choir for every school Mass. Eric is 
also a conscientious student who works extremely 
hard to maintain exemplary grades. He strives for 
perfection and holds himself to high standards. 
Besides being active in school activities and 
keeping top-notch grades, Eric also has family 
responsibilities that keep him extremely busy. He 
is a hard-working, respectful, and responsible 
young man; I look forward to watching him shine 
as an 8th-grade leader next year!

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
It's Poppy Day time once again in Blooming Prairie. 
This year's Poppy Day in BP is set for Friday, May 27. 
Members of the VFW Auxiliary Post 52 and American 
Legion Auxiliary Post 878 will collect donations at six 
downtown locations from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Doreen 
Blome, left, is chair for the VFW Auxiliary Post 878 
and Doris Rasmussen is chair for the American Legion 
Auxiliary Post 52. 

“As an Owatonna 
graduate, it is so fun 
and such an honor to be 
able to serve students 
in a community that 
has given me so much,” 
Malo said. “I am fortu-
nate to have the most 
supportive principals 
and colleagues and love 
my students so very 
much.”

Malo, who has been 

serving in his current 
role since fall of 2017, 
said middle school 
wasn’t his initial plan 
as he wanted to teach 
in high school. Howev-
er, now he couldn’t be 
happier with teaching 
middle school.

“I have the best time 
with middle school-
ers and their sense of 
humor,” said Malo, who 
graduated from Owa-
tonna in 2013. “They are 
hilarious and still at an 
age where they might 
be curious about life.”

Malo said he has al-
ways looked up to teach-
ers and fell in love with 
teaching at a young age. 
He recalls wanting to be 
a teacher while growing 
up with his twin sister, 
Rachel. “We used to 
play school together and 
grade blank sheets of 
paper,” he said.

Rachel Malo also 
went on to become 
an educator and now 
teaches third grade at 
Lincoln Elementary 
School in Owatonna.

Asked about any po-
tential rivalry between 
him and Rachel since he 

won the honor, Andrew 
Malo said: “We’re truly 
the yin and yang and 
best friends. We have 
this weird twin telepa-
thy going on. She was 
super stoked for me.”

Andrew Malo said he 
sees nearly every sev-
enth grader by teaching 
a class on exploring 
world languages, which 
touches on French, 
Spanish and German. 
He also teaches Spanish 
as an elective class for 
eighth graders.

“We have a good time, 
and I enjoy the process 
of learning,” Malo said, 
adding the room is often 
on fire with students 
eager to learn different 
languages.

Besides his class-
room work, Malo is the 
OMS Student Council 
advisor, C-squad volley-
ball coach and Husky 
Pride Committee. He 
also teaches Migrant 
Summer School.

Prior to coming back 
to Owatonna, Malo 
earned his bachelor of 
arts degree in Spanish 
at Gustavus Adolphus 
College in St. Peter and 

his master of science in 
teaching and learning at 
Southwest State Univer-
sity. He student taught in 
Medford and Sotogrande, 
Spain. He had two 
internships while living 
abroad and teaching En-
glish in Chimbote, Peru 
and Riobamba, Ecuador.

Malo, who was hon-
ored at the Owatonna 
Education Association 
(OEA) banquet on May 
11, was one of six final-
ists for the top honor. 
Others included: Heath-
er Bae, Lauren Gendron, 
Emily Leckner, Abby Ol-
son and Kristi Rohman.

He laughed about 
how he escaped giving 
a speech in front of 
his colleagues as the 
banquet was cut short 
because of a severe 
thunderstorm. “I’m 
much more comfortable 
getting in front of stu-
dents and talking than 
adults,” he said.

OEA has more than 
350 members who nom-
inate and vote annually 
for the Teacher of the 
Year. Malo will be com-
peting for the top state 
honor next year.

Malo named Teacher of Year in Owatonna
◄ MALO from A1
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Worship & Faith
Spring provides a reminder of 

goodness and hopefulness

Green is one of 
my favorite 
colors. The 

greens of spring are 
some of the best. They 
are those that shift from 
lime and yellow greens 
to the deeper grassy 
greens of summer. It is 

one of those sights that 
I cannot get enough of 
this time of year. I am 
also guilty of being one 
of those people who can-
not wait long enough to 
start planting spring 
flowers and adding 
color back around the 
house. It is that green, 
those flowers, and my 
allergies that signal 
warmer weather and 
growth. In a lot of ways, 
I feel like sometimes we 
flow with the seasons. 
After a few hot days and 
warm, nice weather, the 
people around us seem 
to warm up some, too. 

We all find ourselves 
refreshed, basking in 
the joy of spring.

When I stop to 
witness this changing 
power, I am often in awe 
of creation. There is a 
special interconnected-
ness with the earth that 
we have in this part of 
the country. In some 
ways we know that in 
more ways that one we 
are deeply rooted (pun 
intended) in the cycles 
that creation walks 
through. Gratefully, we 
see that in this creation 
the world around us 
knows when to awake, 

bud, and grow. Plants 
and animals, like the 
newly arrived indigo 
buntings and Baltimore 
orioles in our backyard, 
just know when it is 
time for Spring. I would 
bet, that God gave us 
some of that program-
ming too.

In the beginning, in 
the creation of our earth, 
God placed and grew 
every living thing with 
intention and claimed 
that not only was it God’s 
own creation, but that it 
was good. That the earth 
crawling with living 
creatures, the trees and 

vegetation planted in 
multitude, the seas brim-
ming with flowing water 
and life, and then hu-
mans that walk among 
and with all these things 
are known to God, our 
creator, as good. That 
very first spring was a 
cycle of goodness that 
has been embedded in 
the earth since.

In Genesis 1, God 
blesses the humans to 
see all that has been 
created and to know 
that they are working 
with it in kind. In this 
goodness of creation 
we find that the world 

knows how to resurrect, 
to grow, and to bring 
the brightness and joy 
of spring each year, 
time and time again.

I hope that in the 
midst of the stress of 
this world, that you see 
spring and are remind-
ed of the goodness and 
hopefulness of creation. 
It is after all where we 
began. It is where we 
know that it is good, 
even when the world 
may not seem to be, yet 
in God’s eyes I would 
like to believe that we 
still know in this spring 
that it is good.

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone” 322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

LUTHERAN
AURORA LUTHERAN

6329 SE 28TH St., Owatonna
507-451-2819

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Pastor Clark Baldwin

Sundy School: 10:15 a.m.
office@

auroralutheranchurch.org

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

106 Third St. SE, Geneva
507-256-4288

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Every 3rd Saturday at 5 p.m.
communitylutherangene-

vamn@gmail.com

FIRST LUTHERAN- 
AFLC

503 Radel Ct., Ellendale
507-684-2451

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Call to Prayer Monday 7 p.m.

Bible Study  
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.

Confirmation  
Wednesday 6-7 p.m.

Youth Group  
Wednesday 7-9 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study  
Saturday 8 a.m.

firstlutheranellendale@
yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

434 First St. SW,  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-6621

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

firstluthoffice@yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
LCMC

8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope
507-451-3854

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and  
Adult Ed 10:15 a.m.

flchopemn@gmail.com

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave NE, Owatonna
507-451-4125

Sunday Hymn Service  
8:30 a.m.

Sunday Praise Service, 
Sunday School & Bible  

Class 10 a.m.
info@gsowatonna.com

PONTOPPIDAN 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

9651 SW 75TH St., Ellendale
507-213-0281

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.
pontoppidanlemond@

outlook.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

1054 Truman Ave., 
Owatonna

507-451-2720
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday Education Hour 

10:15 a.m.
redeemerowatonna@

outlook.com

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30456 Mower-Freeborn Rd., 
Austin

BP: 507-402-9333
Austin: 507-437-3000
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.roglutheran.org

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
507-528-2404

Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m. (2nd & 4th Sunday Holy 

Communion)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Advent 7 p.m. 
(with Holy Communion)

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
320-674-0351

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.

www.saintjohnssargeant.
jimdo.com

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-7293

Sunday & Summer Worship 
8 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

Thursday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
info@stjohnowatonna.com

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
507-567-2474

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Pastor Barbara Finley-Shea

FB - St. Michael's Youth 
Activities Waltham, MN

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

202 E Park Ave., Hollandale
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.motorcitychurch.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– ELCA

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
507-451-2165

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

Sunday Worship -Sanctuary 
8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m., 

Fellowship Hall 10:45 a.m., 
Live Stream 9:30 a.m. at 

facebook.com/tlcowatonna 
and tlcowatonna.org/

worshiplive
Live broadcast 9:30 a.m. 
on KRUE 92.1 FM, Video 
on Spectrum (CH181) 

Metronet TV (Ch 900) and 
owatonnalive.com Tuesday 

at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 6 
p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m.

www.tlcowatonna.org/

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

104 First St. SE, Hayfield
507-477-2248

Sunday Worship 8 a.m.  
& 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
www.trinityhayfield.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

108 Third Ave. SW, Medford
507-451-0447

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

57043 300th St., Waltham
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

OUR SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

1909 St. Paul Rd., Owatonna
507-451-4853

Sunday Worship- 8:15 a.m. 
- Traditional Service & 10:45 
a.m. - Contemporary service, 

also livestreamed  
on Facebook.

www.oursaviorsowatonna.
com

EMMANUEL 
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN
750 Jeffery St., Owatonna

507-455-2729
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.emmanuel- 
wels-owatonna.com

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, 

Medford
507-451-4845

Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon & Fri

parishoffice@
stjosephowtonna.org

CHURCH OF ALL 
SAINTS

307 SW First St.,  
New Richland

507-234-6244
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

www.stannjan.com

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., 

Owatonna
507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 8:15a.m.
www.litomysl.webs.com

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St. Hayfield
507-477-2256
Rev. Bill Becker

Saturday Mass: 5p.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.org

SACRED HEART 
PARISH

810 S Cedar Ave., Owatonna
Mass Times: Daily Tuesday-

Friday at 7:15 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
12 p.m. (Spanish)

Reconciliation 4 p.m. 
Saturday

Adoration Thursdays 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

www.sacredheartowatonna.org

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC

114 E Main St. 
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.

org
columbanusbp@gmail.com

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S Elm Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4845

Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Tues., 
Wed. & Fri.

Communion Service 8 a.m. 
Thursday

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m.
Adoration Chapel available 
Mon-Fri. 7 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

(Key fob required after hours 
or weekend)

www.stjosephowatonna.org

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY 

COVENANT
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday Connections:  

10:15 a.m.
www.

owatonnacovenantchurch.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
CHURCH

2300 Heritage Pl. NW, 
Owatonna

507-455-3205
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

www.cfchurches.org

VICTORY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

1380 Rice Lake St. E., Owatonna
507-451-8111

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
www.victorymn.org

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna
507-363-3046

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

METHODIST
BLOOMING GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR. 23)

507-835-8726
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

www.bloominggroveumc.org

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW, Ellendale
507-382-2483

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

www.ellendaleumc.org

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E University St. – Owatonna
507-451-4734

Sunday Traditional Worship 
(Pathways) 9 a.m.

www.owatonnaumc.org
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CEDAR CREEK
30 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2255
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

www.cedarcreekchurch.org

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW- 

Owatonna
507-456-4775

Sunday Worship:9 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30-

7:30 p.m. 1st & 3rd every month
www.destinycc.org

ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Rd., Owatonna

507-363-3099

Sunday Worship  
(English) 10 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship  
(Spanish) 2 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 
6:30 p.m.

Spanish Evangelism & 
Prayer: Friday 7 p.m.
www.elevationnorth.

blogspot.com

NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14th St. NE, Owatonna

507-413-0209
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.
www.nbclife.org

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 2nd St., Geneva

507-438-5418
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

MENNONITE
PRAIRIE MENNONITE

13638 750th St. –  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7532

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Pray Meeting: 
7:30 p.m.

www.prairiemennonite.org

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER  

DAT SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

507-433-9042
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.churchofjesuschrist.org

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST
SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave NE, 

Owatonna
651-955-4032

Saturday Worship: 11 a.m.
Saturday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
www.owatonnasdachurch.org

UCC
CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH  
OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
507-451-4596

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.ucc.org

PRESBYTERIAN
ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and United Church of Christ
800 Havana Rd., Owatonna

507-451-1546
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

(Fellowship, Sunday School and 
Adult Discussion follow service)

Wednesday Activities Sept-
May (see website for schedule)
wwwassociatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2631
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

www.
firstpresbyterianhayfield.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66

121 East St. N., Claremont
507-528-2320

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.faithstreet.com

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST

104 First Ave., Blooming Prairie
507-583-2673

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study: 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6:30 p.m.
www.fbcbloomingprairie.org

FIRST BAPTIST
(Owatonna’s  

Oldest Church)
123 E Main St., Owatonna

507-272-9834
Sunday Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
www.firstbaptistowatonna.com

GRACE BAPTIST–
OWATONNA

65 26th St., Owatonna
507-451-3494

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 5 p.m.
Wednesday Adult  

Service 7 p.m.
Wednesday Youth  

Service 7 p.m.
gracebaptistministry.org

info@gracebaptistministry.org

BETHEL BAPTIST
1611 Hemlock Ave., Owatonna

507-451-8548
Sunday Worship:  

9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

FREE CHURCH
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL FREE
1500 18th St. SE, Owatonna

507-446-5850
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
www.cornerstoneowtonna.com

NORTHRIDGE  
CHURCH OF GOD

1650 7th Ave. NE, Owatonna
507-451-5467

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Prayer: 7-8 p.m.

www.churchnorthridge.com

BRIDGE OF HOPE
500 Dunnell Dr., Owatonna

507-215-2249
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Friday RU Recover pfm: 7 p.m.

ST. PAUL EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

220 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
507-451-5319

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m.
www.stpaulsowatonna.org

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

Owatonna
507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway

New Richland
507-465-3810

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

Monuments

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort 
of your home. We are here to help you 
create your monument by email or phone.

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Rev.  
Leandra 

Anderson
RED OAK GROVE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH
AUSTIN
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HERE’S MY CARD

STEELE COUNTY TIMES ADVERTISING SALES

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

Wyonne Priebe

507-456-4299 • wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

Contact us today and see  
what makes advertising in the  
Steele County Times a great  
fit for your advertising needs.

WyonneBusCard.indd   1WyonneBusCard.indd   1 3/10/22   5:17 PM3/10/22   5:17 PM

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

GRANITE & MONUMENTS

507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com

JOHN & BARB HEEREMA
1180 Frontage Rd E, Owatonna

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

ACCOUNTONG AUCTION AUTOMOBILE

AUTOMOBILE AUTOMOBILE CLEANING

COLLISION CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION & TREE SERVICE

EXCAVATING FINANCIAL GARBAGE SERVICE

INSURANCE

325 N Cedar Owatonna, MN 55060 
service@helpingyouinsure.com

helpingyouinsure.com

Retired...or want to retire 
but health insurance 

is a concern?
We offer MNsure, 

Medicare plans, and more.

507.451.0539
ORTHODONTICS PETS PREPLANNING

SHOE REPAIR

GREENHOUSE & NURSERY

Starry Blooms
Geenhouse and Nursery
Him Stollord 5073833435
Shelley Pederson 507 3913150

Annuals/Vegetables
Hardy Perennials
Custom Potting
Gifts
Consulting

Owners
8169 Hwy 30 E
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
jkhaubens@frontiernet.net
Find us on Facebook and Google

ROOFING

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE

“HERE’S MY CARD”
section of the Steele County Times. 

CALL or EMAIL WYONNE PRIEBE
wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

507-456-4299

RP-AT190418_143310 (100%)
ADVERTISER: PEIPHO ROOFING PROOF CREATED AT: 4/18/2019 4:58:35 PM  
SALES PERSON:  RP002 NEXT RUN DATE: 04/19/19 
SIZE: 2X2 PROOF DUE: 04/19/19 11:59:55 
PUBLICATION: RP-ROCHESTER PRINT PRODUCTION

  PROOF O.K. BY: ____________________________   O.K. WITH CORRECTIONS BY: _________________________

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE

5098 SW 18th Street, Owatonna, MN 55060
www.piephoroofing.com Lic. #BC679096

Unparalleled Service

PIEPHO ROOFING,INC

Contact us for all of your roofing needs

James Piepho 507-451-1686

BEV’S FRIENDS & FAMILY TOURS

ELVIS IMPERSONATOR

Chris Olson
Marion Ross Theatre – Albert Lea

June 30, 2022

PRESENTS:

Chris Olson has many custom-made jumpsuits in the Elvis Style.  All of 
the singing in the Memories of Elvis show is Chris’ voice. He will never 

lip-synch.  Chris knows over 200 songs. Chris will perform a 
two-and-a-half-hour show, which includes a suit change and a variety of 

hit songs, ranging from the late 50’s to the 70’s.  These were the 
jumpsuit years of Elvis, and are Chris’ favorite eras to perform.  For 
those of you that travel with us frequently, you will “recognize” Chris 

from last fall’s Lake Minnetonka cruise.

Prior to the performance we will enjoy
a delicious dinner at Wedgewood Cove.

There are a very limited number of tickets available so please call right away 
to reserve your spot.  $109 per person.  No Refunds

Mail Payment to Bev
Departure Time:  Owatonna Perkins – 4:00 pm

State Bank of Faribault (mall) – 3:30 pm
Albert Lea friends join us at Wedgewood Cove - 5:00 pm

(Albert Lea Friends can pay a reduced rate – call Bev for details)

Call Bev for more information.
318 13th St. SW, Owatonna, MN 55060

507-451-8695 • jblysne@charter.net

Your Full-service Garden Center and Landscape Company
507-214-TREE

2449 E. Rose Street, Owatonna

www.tcnursery.com

3 MILES EAST OF GENEVA 3 MILES EAST OF GENEVA OROR 2 MILES NORTH OF   2 MILES NORTH OF  
HOLLANDALE ON COUNTY ROAD 28HOLLANDALE ON COUNTY ROAD 28 •  • WATCH FOR SIGNSWATCH FOR SIGNS

LIKE US

www.hilltopgreenhouse.com • 507-889-3271

OVER 30  OVER 30  
VARIETIES  VARIETIES  

OF TOMATOESOF TOMATOES

HOURS MON-FRI 9-7 | SAT 9-4 | SUN 10-4

IT’S IT’S 
WORTH WORTH 

THE DRIVE!THE DRIVE!

COURTESY: Michele Waddell • Steele County Master Gardener

GARDENING TIP OF THE WEEK
MID-MAY GARDENING TIPS

•  Shopping for hanging baskets, planters, flowers, flowers, 
etc, etc? Carefully consider where they will be used. Sun and 
shade requirements are very important. Petunias are fond of 
sun- impatiens not so much! Almost every grower includes 
proper labels, CHECK THEM OUT. Also consider moisture re-
quirements and your ability to fulfill them. Plants do not usu-
ally take a vacation!!

•  The cute(?) yellow flowers in the lawns are one of the first 
pollinator foods. Hopefully you will be able to leave them grow 
for a little bit. Soon other blooms will arrive for pollinators to 
visit. Plus, you can create dandelion necklaces.

Time to Think Spring

Plan to attend the SC Master Gardener Plant Sale Friday, 
May 20 3-7 p.m. and Saturday, May 21 8-11 a.m. at the 

Steele County Community Center at the Fairgrounds. 

here in the Midwest.
Already, over 600,000 

Midwesterners are 
employed in clean-ener-
gy professions, and they 
make 25% more than 
the national median 
wage. Nationally, clean 
energy is the biggest job 
creator in our country’s 
energy sector, employ-
ing almost three times 
as many workers as the 
fossil fuel industry.

As we employ our 
own citizens, we will 
defund Putin’s Russia, 
which has long been 
funded by his powerful 
oil and gas industry. 
Instead of diversifying 
his economy during the 
oil boom of the 2010s, 
Putin doubled down on 
petroleum. We should 
exploit his weakness by 
leading a global move-
ment to abandon the 
very resource that funds 
his warmongering. 
Doing so will further 
destabilize his economy 

and protect the citizens 
of Ukraine.

We can start do-
ing this as everyday 
consumers by seeking 
electric options like 
stoves, cars, or other 
appliances. Congress 
should help Americans 
afford these changes by 
providing tax credits 
for everyday Americans 
and innovators in elec-
tric vehicle and green 
energy industries. Doing 
so will spur innovation 
in the industry, further 
reducing the cost to con-
sumers. We should also 
ensure that our semi-
conductors, solar pan-
els, wind turbines, and 
other technology needed 
for a green future are 
manufactured and 
assembled in America. 
This will ensure that 
our energy industry is 
safe from price or supply 
shocks caused by an 
international crisis like 
the invasion of Ukraine.

In many ways, our 

next steps as a country 
can define world history 
for generations to come. 
Will we continue our 
reliance on oil and its 
tacit support of Putin’s 
economy? Or will we in-
tensify our shift to green 
energies and make our 
country more self-suf-
ficient and secure? The 
global spotlight is on us 
once again to lead. We 
hope our country will 
honor the lives of its vet-
erans and the soldiers 
fighting in Ukraine 
and transition towards 
green energy.

Alec Timmerman 
has been a math teach-
er in St. Paul Public 
Schools for the past 
21 years. He previous-
ly served in the U.S. 
Army for 11 years as 
a communications 
officer and platoon 
leader, earning the 
Bronze Star for effec-
tive leadership. He cur-
rently lives in St. Paul. 
Fellow veterans, Kevin 
Shilling of Greenfield, 
Iowa and Bob Krze-
winski of Ypsilanti, 
Mich., also contribut-
ed to this opinion.

Improve national security; step away from fossil fuels

that, and nobody should 
defend it.... He bears 
responsibility for his 
words and actions, no 
ifs, ands or buts.”???

3. Is former Pres-
ident Trump wrong 
when he declared “I 
have great confidence in 
my intelligence people, 
but I will tell you that 
President Putin was 
extremely strong and 
powerful in his denial 
today” (of Russian tam-
pering in our elections 
thru social media) or 
when private citizen 
Trump declared that 
Putin is “a very strong 
leader... This is genius... 
I’d say that’s pretty 
smart... he’s taking over 
a country” when asked 
about the Russians’ 
invasion of Ukraine???

Please ask each 
and every candidate 

who solicits your vote 
these three questions 
and if they cannot or 
will not answer with 
a resounding YES 
to each, they should 
be disqualified from 
serving in any elected 
capacity. IF they 
hesitate to say yes, try 
to explain or rational-
ize, they don’t deserve 
your vote or financial 
support.

I sincerely hope you 
will find candidates 
who will answer yes 
to these questions 
and if you do, please 
thank them for their 
courage, their com-
mitment to honorable 
public service and 
shout from the roof-
tops your support of 
their election.

Tom Shea
Owatonna

Candidates need 
to answer three 
important questions
◄ CANDIDATES from A4

◄ IMPROVE from A5
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Plane lands on belly, no injuries
No one was injured 

Friday when a sin-
gle-engine aircraft went 
off the runway at Owa-
tonna’s Degner Region-
al Airport, according to 
police.

The incident hap-
pened around 8 p.m. 
Friday.

Capt. Jeff Mundale 
said the aircraft depart-
ed from Mankato and 
carried a flight instruc-

tor and student pilot 
training for a flight. 
The duo was conducting 
training that involved 
an emergency landing 
and a touch and go sce-
nario, Mundale said.

Upon approach to 
the airport, the aircraft 
went off the departure 
runway and came to 
rest on the belly of the 
plane, according to 
Mundale.

Owatonna Fire 
and Mayo Ambulance 
responded as standard 
procedure and cleared 
the scene without 
transport. Owaton-
na Police and Steele 

County Sheriff’s Office 
also assisted at the 
scene.

Mundale said the 
matter has been re-
ferred to the FAA for 
further investigation.

Making 
community 
connections

Some of you may 
have noticed the 
Community Path-
ways website has 
undergone some big 
changes lately.

One thing we 
wanted to call out 
more are the amazing 
partners we have in 
the area. Without 
these community 
partners, we would 
not be able to see the 
great successes we 
have had over the last 
couple of years. Our 
expansion project and 
the influx of newly 
registered members 
have been well served 
by the big donations 
that are coming from 
local businesses and 
community organiza-
tions.

Over the last two 
years we have had 
many, many new do-
nations come from big 
businesses like Tar-
get, Walmart, Costco, 
Hy-Vee, Cashwise 
and Lowe’s. We are so 
grateful to have these 
local big box retail 
stores take an interest 
in the community 

and help Community 
Pathways in our mis-
sion to combat food 
and clothing insecuri-
ty in Steele County.

We have also had 
some wonderful 
donations coming 
from local businesses 
big and small alike! 
Old Town Bagels, 
Revol Greens, Gopher 
Sport, Federated 
Insurance, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 
and the Owatonna 
Foundation have 
all been amazing 
supporters of our 
programs, and our 
members love seeing 
local food options in 
The Marketplace.

So, if you’re in 
need of something or 
looking to try some-
thing new please 
make sure to support 
our local businesses 
who always support 
their community in 
return. While you’re 
out, stop in at Unique 
Finds and see what 
new treasures we 
have available.

Robin Starr is 
the community and 
outreach coordina-
tor for Community 
Pathways of Steele 
County. She may be 
reached at robin@
communitypath-
wayssc.org. Steele 
Talkin’ is a regular 
column featuring 
authors represent-
ing various organi-
zations throughout 
Steele County.

Prairie Fire’s ‘Aladdin’ lights up BP stage
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

It was a performance 
of “Aladdin” the likes 
of which most in the au-
dience had never seen 
– performed by people 
they see every day.

Prairie Fire Chil-
dren’s Theatre, a 
professional touring 
theater company based 
in Barrett, has spent 
the last 35 years travel-
ing to schools around 
the Midwest, providing 
potential young actors 
what is often their first 
taste of drama.

Last week, it was 
Blooming Prairie 
Elementary School’s 
turn in the spotlight. 
About 80 second- 
through sixth-grade 
students found a role 

to fill in the production 
of “Aladdin and His 
Magic Lamp.”

Friday’s two per-
formances – one in 
the afternoon for the 
elementary school 
students and staff, and 
one in the evening for 
the public – were the 
culmination of a week-
long residency spon-
sored by the Blooming 
Prairie Parent-Teacher 
Organization.

Professional actors 
Madison Eddy, of 
Colorado, and Maggie 
Puderbaugh, of Kan-
sas, played the roles 
of The Lamp Genie 
and the Evil Magician, 
respectively.

They arrived in 
Blooming Prairie on 
May 9 with the cos-

Hubbell House opens 
after renovations

BY KAREN  
M. JORGENSEN

COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

For the many area 
residents who have 
been eagerly waiting 
for the re-opening of 
the Hubbell House in 
Mantorville, the wait is 
over.

The popular restau-
rant reopened to the 
public on May 10.

Powers Ventures of 
Rochester took over 
the ownership of the 
Hubbell House on Jan. 
1, buying the business 
from the Pappas family, 
which had owned the 

restaurant for 75 years.
Joe Powers Jr. of 

Powers Ventures said 
that since the restau-
rant closed at the end 
of 2021, they have been 
busy doing a complete 
remodeling of several 
areas of the restaurant.

While patrons will 
notice changes to the 
bar and bathrooms and 
a name change of the 
Greeley Room to the 
Pappas Room, most of 
work was done in the 
back of the house in the 
kitchen area.

Powers also said that 
while there will be new 
additions to the menu, 

the old favorites will 
still be there, especial-
ly what he called the 
“three staples,” garlic 
toast, onion rings, and 
au gratin potatoes.

The food and service 
at the Hubbell House 
has always been top 
quality, Powers said, 
but they now want to 
take it even higher. “We 
want to take quality to 
an even higher level,” 
he said, and “set our-
selves apart.” Every-
thing, he added, will be 
“top-notch quality.”

There will be 38 
items on the menu, he 

COURTESY CONCERNED CITIZENS OF STEELE COUNTY
Emergency crews respond to a plane that went off the departure runway and came to rest on its belly Friday at Owatonna’s Degner Regional Airport. No one was injured. 
The FAA is investigating the incident. 

STAFF PHOTO BY KEITH HANSEN
The Hubbell House in Mantorville is back open again after being shut down for 
several months due to major renovations in the decades-old fine dining restaurant 
that attracts patrons from all over the region. Most of the renovations took place in 
the kitchen area.  

Steele Talkin’
ROBIN STARR

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
The Lamp Genie, played by professional actor Madison Eddy, appears with Club Solar, played by, from left: 
Caroline Maher, Cassidy Jones, Eva Magnuson, Melanie Thoen, Haley Schlichter, Sarah Brown, Bella Romeo and 
Ellie Stoen. Some of the Gemstones, played by, from left: Bennett Wencl, Shayla Christy and Noah Mongeau, are 
seated in the front.

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Aladdin, played by Joseph Schwarz, has a conversation 
with the Evil Magician, played by professional actor 
Maggie Puderbaugh, in a scene called “The Stone.” See ALADDIN on B12 ►
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District 1 candidates 
address the issues

special primary set for Tuesday
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

In order to help 
the voters of Steele 
County make the most 
informed decision they 
can, the Steele County 
Times sent a question-
naire to each of the 20 
candidates who filed 
for the U.S. Congres-
sional District 1 special 
election.

The special prima-
ry is Tuesday; the top 
vote-getter for the Re-
publicans, top vote-get-
ter for the DFL and 
two other third-party 
candidates will advance 
to the special election 
on Aug. 9.

Since sending the 
questionnaires, two of 
the candidates have 
dropped out of the race: 
Ken Navitsky, a Repub-
lican from Rochester, 
and Richard DeVoe, a 
DFLer from Red Wing.

Four candidates re-
sponded; their answers 
are printed here.

If a candidate is not 
represented here, that 
means they chose not to 
respond to the question-
naire.

Answers may be 
edited for length.

Jennifer  
Carnahan

City of Residence: 
Blue Earth

Past political expe-
rience: Former Chair-
woman of the Republi-
can Party of Minnesota 
(2017-2021)

1. Do you believe 
that your truth is the 
only truth?

· I believe what 
makes our country 
beautiful and special 
is individual thought, 
freedom, choice and 
personal values. As I’ve 
lived my life, I know I’ve 
grown as a person by 
listening authentically 
and learning through 
others; in combination 
with my own person-
al experiences and 
upbringing, which have 
shaped who I am today.

2. Do you consider 
refugees and immi-
grants to be an asset 
or a threat to Ameri-
ca’s future?

· As a Korean adop-
tee, I am forever grate-
ful to be an American 
citizen and will always 
see the United States 
as the land of opportu-
nity. I believe that our 
country is made stron-
ger by the people who 
live, work and dream 
here – giving their time, 
treasure and talent to 
help our country grow 
and advance. I am a 
staunch supporter of 
legal immigration.

My brother-in-law 
and his family immi-
grated to Minnesota 
from Laos back in the 
late 1970s, early 1980s. 
They fled their own 
country during the civil 
war and made their way 

to a refugee camp in 
Thailand. They waited 
patiently until they 
were sponsored and 
resettled in Minnesota. 
I will always admire 
the fortitude, courage 
and strength from my 
brother-in-law’s family 
and am appreciative 
they have had the 
opportunity to also live 
the American Dream.

3. Do you believe 
health care is a right? 
If not, what do you 
call it? Who should 
get it?

· My mother was 
born with pre-existing 
conditions and had 
many health challenges 
throughout her child-
hood and adulthood. 
I watched my grand-
ma and husband go 
through difficult battles 
with cancer, which 
ultimately became too 
much for both of them; 
cancer took them from 
our lives far too soon.

I believe it is import-
ant for people to have 
access to quality and 
affordable healthcare. 
I believe through open 
markets and choice that 
can be accomplished.

We are fortunate to 
have the premier med-
ical institution – Mayo 
Clinic – in our district, 
and I am grateful we 

live in a country where 
there is choice and 
accessibility, and I will 
always fight to ensure 
we continue to have 
that best medical care 
in the world.

4. What is your 
highest priority for 
Minnesota and the 
nation?

· Many people in 
our country do not 
trust the 2020 election 
results. During the 2020 
election, the Democrats 
took advantage of the 
pandemic to loosen 
election protections in 
states across our nation.

When there is any 
doubt cast on our 
election process, it is a 
threat to the integrity 
of our Democracy. As 
such, I believe in man-
dating Voter ID laws, 
eliminating ballot har-
vesting and not accept-
ing ballots beyond elec-
tion day. I will always 
see our greatest right 
as Americans as the 
right to vote in free, fair, 
secure and honest elec-
tions. As Chairwoman 
of the Republican Party 
of Minnesota, I fought 
for four years to ensure 
truth, transparency, 
integrity and security 
in our elections and will 
continue to advocate 
and fight for that when 
I’m in Congress.

5. When have you 
shown independence 
from your declared 
party on an issue of 
major importance?

· As the former 
Chairwoman for the Re-
publican Party of Min-
nesota, I was honored 

to be elected in three 
back-to-back elections 
to serve as the leader 
and statewide voice to 
uphold our party’s plat-
form, and to fight for 
the values of millions 
of people in our state. 
I strongly believe it is 
every elected leader’s 
responsibility to uphold 
the values of the people 
they represent – govern-
ment of the people, by 
the people and for the 
people. I was proud to 
carry that mission for-
ward for the Republican 
Party of Minnesota and 
pledge to continue to be 
that voice for Southern 
Minnesota in Congress.

6. If you had 
already held this 
seat, would you have 
voted to overturn the 
results of the 2020 
Presidential election?

· My husband voted 
not to certify the 
election results in 2020 
because states were 
changing their own 
long-standing laws in 
real time. For that rea-
son, I was proud of my 
husband for taking the 
vote he did and would 
have voted the same 
way for the exact same 
reasons.

Richard  
W. Painter
City of Residence: 

Mendota Heights 
(moving to Faribault to 
represent CD1)

Past political ex-
perience: Campaign 
coordinator for college 
Democrats (1980-1984); 
advisory work for the 
Illinois Republican Par-
ty (1998-2004); Associate 
Counsel to the Presi-
dent and chief White 
House ethics lawyer 
(2005-07); informal con-
sultation with Obama 
White House ethics 
lawyers (2009-17); Vice 
Chair, Citizens for Re-
sponsibility and Ethics 
in Washington (CREW) 
(2016-18); DFL candidate 
for U.S. Senate (2018)

1. Do you believe 
that your truth is the 
only truth?

· There is no such 
thing as “my truth.” 
There is truth and 
falsehood. We know 
that President Biden 
won the 2020 election. 
We know that climate 
change is caused by 
CO2 emissions. We 
know that America’s 
historical experience 
with racism is a fact, 
not a “critical theory.” 
We need to understand 
objective truth, facts, 
before we proceed to 
the more difficult task 
of solving the problems 
before us. That is what I 
promise to do in the U.S. 
Congress.

2. Do you consider 
refugees and immi-
grants to be an asset 
or a threat to Ameri-
ca’s future?

· Immigrants, 
including refugees, 

have been a part of our 
history for hundreds of 
years. Immigrants have 
made this country the 
prosperous and strong 
nation we are. Congress 
needs to pass immigra-
tion reform legislation 
to provide a path to 
citizenship for people 
who have lived, worked 
and paid taxes in this 
country for decades. 
We need an orderly and 
fair refugee and guest 
worker program. As a 
member of Congress, I 
will get this done.

3. Do you believe 
health care is a right? 
If not, what do you 
call it? Who should 
get it?

· The United States 
needs to have universal 
health care, ideally paid 
for with a single payer 
insurance system that 
cuts administrative 
costs, relieves small and 
medium-sized busi-
nesses of the burden of 
finding health insur-
ance for employees, 
and focuses spending 
on doctors, nurses 
and other health care 
providers. Premiums/
taxes to fund health 
care should be progres-
sive and a percentage 
of the insured’s income. 
Making sure everyone 
has health insurance 
will promote preven-
tative care, save lives 
and reduce spending, a 
win-win for all of us. We 
also need to make sure 
that rural hospitals 
not only remain open, 
but provide care on par 
with hospitals in urban 
areas. Investments in 
telemedicine and other 
programs can make an 
enormous difference. 
Corporate health care 
providers have for too 
long ignored the needs 
of rural America. 
Congress needs to step 
in and make sure high 
quality health care 
is available for every 
American.

4. What is your 
highest priority for 
Minnesota and the 
nation?

· We need to vastly 
increase production of 
wind and solar energy 
in rural Minnesota to 
provide clean inexpen-
sive energy for America, 
avoid dependence on 
fossil fuels from foreign 
dictators, stop price 
fixing by big oil compa-
nies and fight climate 
change. Congress needs 
to allocate funds to 
construct wind tur-
bines and solar panels, 
connect them to the 
electric grid, and pay 
farmers for use of their 
land. Electric vehicle 
charging stations need 
to be installed across 

America. Transforma-
tion of energy produc-
tion and consumption in 
America is a key to eco-
nomic growth, national 
security and environ-
mental protection.

I believe in harness-
ing the power of innova-
tion, economic growth 
and private enterprise 
in energy production 
as in many other areas. 
As with the Internet, 
initial investments in 
new ideas often must 
come from the federal 
government. When the 
promise of profits is 
clear, private enterprise 
then jumps in.

Other issues that 
need immediate atten-
tion include increased 
economic support for 
family farms, pro-
tecting clean water in 
our lakes and rivers, 
increasing wages for 
working Americans 
and strengthening 
labor unions, and 
investment in education 
with higher teacher 
pay, universal pre-K 
and low tuition or free 
public higher education, 
community college and 
trade schools.

5. When have you 
shown independence 
from your declared 
party on an issue of 
major importance?

· I worked in the 
Democratic Party in 
college, then in the 
Republican Party as a 
young lawyer and as 
the White House ethics 
lawyer, and now I am 
back in the Democrat-
ic Party. I have never 
agreed with either 
party on every issue, 
but I found that my 
differences with the 
Republican Party were 
insurmountable on 
economic issues such 
as deregulation of Wall 
Street, hostility to labor 
unions, intervention in 
foreign wars, and social 
issues such as the right 
to choose on abortion 
and the freedom to mar-
ry. Then came Donald 
Trump, whose attacks 
on representative 
democracy are beyond 
the pale.

I have also differed 
from Minnesota’s DFL 
on some issues, includ-
ing my opposition to 
sulfide mining in the 
Lake Superior Water-
shed and Boundary 
Waters. I supported 
almost all of President 
Biden’s nominees for 
federal office, although 
I publicly dissented 
on two ambassadorial 
nominations on ethics 
grounds.

6. If you had 
already held this 
seat, would you have 
voted to overturn the 
results of the 2020 
Presidential election?

· No. Persons 
holding public office 
who vote to overturn 
the results of a valid 
federal election, or who 
otherwise participate 
in an act of insurrec-
tion against the United 
States, are disquali-
fied from public office 
under Section 3 of the 
14th Amendment. I 

never have supported 
and never will support 
overturning a valid 
election or any other 
act to overthrow the 
United States Govern-
ment. I also am not a 
member of any political 
party that supports the 
overturning of a valid 
election or any other 
act to overthrow the 
United States Govern-
ment.

James 
Rainwater
City of Residence: 

Lake City
Past political 

experience: Current 
vice-chairman and past 
chairman, Lake City 
Charter Commission; 
past candidate for Lake 
City Devote Council; 
past independent candi-
date for Minnesota Con-
gressional District 2; 
Senate campaign chair-
man for Gen. Alexander 
Haig for President, 1988; 

intern for State Senator 
Lyle Mehrkens, Minn. 
District 21

1. Do you believe 
that your truth is the 
only truth?

· No, I believe the 
truth is what the 
preponderance of facts 
indicates. If 10 major 
news organizations 
are stating the news in 
one way, and only one 
other organization is 
presenting a different 
story, I tend to believe 
the story the other 10 
news organizations are 
presenting.

2. Do you consider 
refugees and immi-
grants to be an asset 
or a threat to Ameri-
ca’s future?

· People entering the 
U.S. to seek better, safer 
and more stable lives 
are the backbone of our 
nation. I fully support a 
lenient acceptance pol-
icy of those who wish 
to come here, with the 
caveat that newcomers 
should have those basic 
skills that most Amer-
icans should have: 
A basic command of 
the English language, 
simple math skills, 
some U.S. civics. I think 
it is reasonable for most 
new immigrants to be 
given the opportunities 
to gain such qualifica-
tions before attaining 
full citizenship.

3. Do you believe 
health care is a right? 
If not, what do you 
call it? Who should 
get it?

· If you consider safe 
drinking water a right, 
then, yes, I consider 
healthcare a right. If 
anything, the COVID 
pandemic has taught 
us of the frailty of our 
healthcare system. 
I support a national 
healthcare coverage 
program, on par with 
what we offer our 
veterans. A third-grad-
er should not receive 

Jennifer Carnahan

James Rainwater

Richard W. Painter

See DISTRICT 1 on B3 ►
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ear Motor Medics,
I've been listening to your show "Under The 
Hood" on my local radio station and have

heard a lot of talk about gasoline and changes that have 
happened to it over the years and some new ones 
coming that we have seen here locally involving octane 
changes. The fuel in our pumps has changed and we 
now have a lower octane rating that before. I have 
always just used the cheapest fuel when gassing up my 
car but after listening to you I wonder if I would be better 
served using something else. I heard you suggest the 
higher octane to a listener to prevent engine damage. 
Should I be worried about my car? I drive a 2006 Ford 
Taurus that's not a flex fuel vehicle.

David in Muskegon Michigan
Dear David,
Thanks for listening to Under The Hood and for reading the 
column. Fuel has changed and we are seeing a drop across 
the board in octane and prices all over the place. The first 
place to start is with your owner's manual because you want 
to know what the manufacturer of your car calls for. If they 
recommend a minimum 87 octane or 89 octane, then that is 
the lowest you should use to protect the vehicle. Using fuel 
with lower ratings than manufacturer recommended can 
cause spark knock which is potentially harmful to the engine 
and too high is a waste of money so always consult the car 
owner’s manual.

Take care, the Motor Medics
Dear Motor Medics,
I own a 2011 Chevy truck and car. They both have 
an oil change reminder light that tells

me when the vehicle needs to be serviced. I have noticed 
that the time of service for these two vehicles can range 
up or down as many as 3000 miles on a change and 
frankly it worries me. My dealership where I do all my 
work has told me that I should follow the reminder on the 
dash no matter what and that I don't need to change it 
earlier but that has been 9000 miles on the truck and 
6000 on the car and that just goes against all I have ever 
been taught on my vehicles.

Charlie in Bowling Green Kentucky

Dear Charlie,
When we saw oil change intervals this high we got nervous 
too. The system takes into account things like engine temp, 
idle time, mileage and much more to determine change 
intervals so it's a "Smart System" but not foolproof. It can't 
tell what oil you use. Don't skimp on the oil type. You need 
to use what is recommended by the manufacturer because 
that is what they base changes on. The factory 
recommended engine oil is made to last much longer than 
standard conventional oils and is formulated for long life. It 
doesn't have to be theirs but has to meet their specs. Using 
a cheap oil will reduce miles between changes and can 
affect your engine warranty.

Take care, the Motor Medics

ASK THE MOTOR MEDICS®
From the Hosts of the Under The Hood radio show. 

B y Shannon Nordstrom

and R uss Evans

D

D

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY • Always consult your local
shop and follow all safety procedures before repairs.

WE BUY ALL METALS!
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

BOE AUTO 
CENTER

115 Highway 56 N • West Concord

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

BOE AUTOBOE AUTO
CENTERCENTER

115 Highway 56 N • West Concord

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Honest-1 Auto Care

Mon-Fri 7AM–6PM   I   Sat 8AM–3PM

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

ear Motor Medics,
I've been listening to your show "Under The 
Hood" on my local radio station and have

heard a lot of talk about gasoline and changes that have 
happened to it over the years and some new ones 
coming that we have seen here locally involving octane 
changes. The fuel in our pumps has changed and we 
now have a lower octane rating that before. I have 
always just used the cheapest fuel when gassing up my 
car but after listening to you I wonder if I would be better 
served using something else. I heard you suggest the 
higher octane to a listener to prevent engine damage. 
Should I be worried about my car? I drive a 2006 Ford 
Taurus that's not a flex fuel vehicle.

David in Muskegon Michigan
Dear David,
Thanks for listening to Under The Hood and for reading the 
column. Fuel has changed and we are seeing a drop across 
the board in octane and prices all over the place. The first 
place to start is with your owner's manual because you want 
to know what the manufacturer of your car calls for. If they 
recommend a minimum 87 octane or 89 octane, then that is 
the lowest you should use to protect the vehicle. Using fuel 
with lower ratings than manufacturer recommended can 
cause spark knock which is potentially harmful to the engine 
and too high is a waste of money so always consult the car 
owner’s manual.

Take care, the Motor Medics
Dear Motor Medics,
I own a 2011 Chevy truck and car. They both have 
an oil change reminder light that tells

me when the vehicle needs to be serviced. I have noticed 
that the time of service for these two vehicles can range 
up or down as many as 3000 miles on a change and 
frankly it worries me. My dealership where I do all my 
work has told me that I should follow the reminder on the 
dash no matter what and that I don't need to change it 
earlier but that has been 9000 miles on the truck and 
6000 on the car and that just goes against all I have ever 
been taught on my vehicles.

Charlie in Bowling Green Kentucky

Dear Charlie,
When we saw oil change intervals this high we got nervous 
too. The system takes into account things like engine temp, 
idle time, mileage and much more to determine change 
intervals so it's a "Smart System" but not foolproof. It can't 
tell what oil you use. Don't skimp on the oil type. You need 
to use what is recommended by the manufacturer because 
that is what they base changes on. The factory 
recommended engine oil is made to last much longer than 
standard conventional oils and is formulated for long life. It 
doesn't have to be theirs but has to meet their specs. Using 
a cheap oil will reduce miles between changes and can 
affect your engine warranty.

Take care, the Motor Medics

ASK THE MOTOR MEDICS®
From the Hosts of the Under The Hood radio show. 

B y Shannon Nordstrom

and R uss Evans

D
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FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY • Always consult your local
shop and follow all safety procedures before repairs.

WE BUY ALL METALS!
507-527-2408 • LDRecycling.com

55976 STATE HWY 56, West Concord, MN

Bruce Freerksen
(507)273-9110
brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com.
West Concord , MN 

BOE AUTO 
CENTER

115 Highway 56 N • West Concord

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

BOE AUTOBOE AUTO
CENTERCENTER

115 Highway 56 N • West Concord

507-527-2241
www.boeautocenter.com

Honest-1 Auto Care

Mon-Fri 7AM–6PM   I   Sat 8AM–3PM

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Dear Motor Medics,
I’m thinking about purchasing a “green” vehicle, 
either a Hybrid or totally electric design but I don’t 
know where to begin. I’ll be using this as a second 
car but hope to use it as much as possible and I 
will likely purchase one that is new or less than a 
year old. Can you help me understand some of the 
differences between the two and give me ideas on 
what to consider?

Thank you, Gary in Lincoln, Nebraska

Dear Gary,
The first thing to consider when purchasing either 
one is how it will be used. As a second car you 
have the luxury of using your other car for long 
trips. With the Hybrid this would not be a problem 
but with a fully electric car this would be a show-
stopper. Hybrid Vehicles all have an internal com-
bustion engine combined with an electric motor 
that share the load in part to save fuel while Elec-
tric Vehicles must be recharged when exhausted. 
If the Hybrid runs low on electricity it can rely on 
the engine, which if low on fuel can easily be re-
filled at the gas station. If you run out of juice on 
the Electric Vehicle it means a tow. Before pur-
chasing either model we suggest you spend con-
siderable time researching both options. There are 
many people who swear by their “green” vehicles 
and would never go back to a conventional car, 
others swear at them. Research is crucial.                  

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
My Dodge Caravan is five years old, and I just don’t 
seem to be able to see the road like I used to. The 
lenses are still clear, and I’ve had them adjusted 
but I don’t see well at all. We also have a Cadillac 
that has those tiny round headlights, and I can see 
great while driving it. Is there anything I can do to 
my van to get the same light out of it that the car 
has? I see cars with those really bright lights that 
blind me when I drive. Can those be legal? I don’t 
want to blind people I just want to see well. 

Thank you, Glenna in Illinois
Dear Glenna,
There is a major difference in lighting systems 
between your two vehicles. The van uses head-
light technology that has been used since the 
Model T; it has been refined a bit with better re-
flectors and bulbs but still has limits. The Cadil-
lac uses H.I.D lamps. High intensity discharge 
comprised of special ballasts and bulbs, and a 
focusing projector lens to send the high-power 
light to the road immediately in front of you and 
not into oncoming vehicles eyes. You can up-
grade to a better conventional bulb in the van 
but legally you can’t use H.I.D bulbs without the 
projector type lens because it will blind other driv-
ers. Aftermarket projector lenses are available for 
some vehicles but not the van as far as we know
.                                                                                                                                                            

Take care, the Motor Medics

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU  
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.

ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND 
FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES  

BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the Motor Medic® online at  
underthehoodshow.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Always local, 
all the time. 

less healthcare than a 
veteran.

4. What is your 
highest priority for 
Minnesota and the 
nation?

· Ultimately, I believe 
that many issues have 
an impact on our 
national security. My 
top three concerns are 
national security, equal 
rights/voting rights, 
and the environment.

Defense: I am a big 
believer in maintaining 
America’s position as a 
global military leader 
and guardian of free-
dom. To that, we need 
to fully support our 
military through state-
of-the-art technology, as 
well as top-notch care 
for service members 
and veterans.

Voting and equal 
rights: Our most sacred 
function of a democ-
racy is the right of a 
citizen to vote. That is 
why is does not require 
payment, a special 
identification card, or 
unreasonable obstacles 
to exercise our right 
to vote. Laws that seek 
to make voting more 
difficult and only ac-
cessible to a privileged 
group are inherently 
anti-democratic and 
run counter to the very 
ideals of government of 
the people.

All persons should 
be treated equally – it is 
that simple.

Environment: The 
world is all we have. As 
much as I love space 
exploration, I have no 
desire to live on Mars. 
I enjoy breathing in 
fresh, clean air. As 
such, I fully support 
regulation that reduces 
or eliminates pollution. 
I believe in preservation 
and conservation of our 
resources.

5. When have you 
shown independence 
from your declared 
party on an issue of 
major importance?

· I believe there are 
certain pivot points in 
history, and we are at 
one now. Our norms, 
and democracy itself, 
have been shaken, 
rattled and dropped. 
This is a time for clarity 
and open-mindedness 
to address today’s and 
tomorrow’s issues, 
not a time for fear and 
bigotry.

I am not running 
against any individual. 
I am running against 
tyrants, dictators and 
bullies – at home and 
abroad. Our nation is 
constantly changing, 
and we cannot turn 
back the clock and live 
in the 1920s. We need to 
embrace the fact that 
every individual citizen 
has worth and must be 
treated equally.

I am an Eisenhower 
Republican. I don’t exist 
anymore. I believe the 
country can be fiscally 
responsible while also 
being socially progres-
sive. As a youngster, 
two of my heroes were 
Theodore Roosevelt and 
Dwight Eisenhower. 
I am confident they 
would not recognize 
today’s Republican 
Party. As I grew older, 
I appreciated the work 
and values of people 
like Hubert Humphrey.

As our political land-
scape endures tremors 
and aftershocks of 
an era of darkness, I 
realized that I have 
much more in common 
with the Democratic 
Party. Much good can 
be accomplished, with 
and without govern-
ment involvement, but 
someone needs to lead. I 
believe that the Demo-
cratic Party has people 
with those values.

The Republican man-
tra of “less government 
is good government” 
is hollow. Less govern-
ment equals chaos, as 
we witnessed in the ear-
ly days of the pandemic. 
More is achieved by citi-
zen cooperation than by 

isolation. It is my hope 
to help mediate a better 
life for all Americans.

6. If you had 
already held this 
seat, would you have 
voted to overturn the 
results of the 2020 
Presidential election?

· Rainwater did not 
answer this question.

Roger 
Ungemach
City of Residence: 

Currently Fridley, but 
plan to move when 
elected to the two-year 
term

Past political expe-
rience: None. I have 
no long-term political 
plans and no political 
career to protect. I 
can call out evil, and 
stupidity, and corrup-
tion for what it is. I can 
call a traitor a traitor 
and plan to do just that. 
I can call this entire 
Biden regime treason-
ous accessories to mur-
der, which they are, and 
I plan to do just that. 
I even have a speech 
prepared…

1. Do you believe 
that your truth is the 
only truth?

· I believe in God 
and the Truth of Jesus 
Christ and in right 
and wrong and good 
and evil. This is the 
Judeo-Christian world 
view on which this 
country was founded 
and depends. John 
Adams said, “Our 
Constitution was made 
only for a moral and 
religious people. It is 
wholly inadequate to 
the government of any 
other.” We are suffer-
ing because “other” 
people have been al-
lowed into this govern-
ment and that needs 
to change. I am not so 
arrogant as to think 
that I know it all, but 
I know the One Who 
does and I pray a lot.

2. Do you consider 
refugees and immi-
grants to be an asset 
or a threat to Ameri-
ca’s future?

· Refugees and 
immigrants who will 
assimilate responsibly 
into American society 
are an asset, however 
it needs to be handled 
by an orderly process 
and our country can 
only handle them at 
a certain rate. Right 
now the illegitimate 
regime in charge of 
our government is 
allowing them to enter 
our country at record 
rates without control, 
other than that of evil 
drug cartels, so that 
terrorists and crimi-
nals with weapons and 
extremely deadly drugs 
are with them and it is 
just overwhelming and 
is a very definite threat 
and must be stopped. 
The multiple millions 
that have come here al-
ready without sufficient 
screening in the past 16 
months must be found 
and processed with 
proper methods. Every 
state is now a “border 
state” and all Amer-
icans are in greatly 
increased danger from 
this. They must not be 
given a “path to citizen-
ship” that is any short-
er or less rigorous than 
those who are here 
legally have undergone. 
Thorough education 
regarding the true his-

tory of this country and 
its foundation and why 
freedom and free en-
terprise is better than 
any alternative form of 
government and soci-
ety needs to be included 
(as well as returned to 
public schools). This 
issue is so far reaching 
and complex that it 
needs to be addressed 
by a task force/com-
mittee, and I would 
gladly join. Those in 
our government that 
have caused this and 
allow it to continue are 
traitors to this country 
and accessories to the 
murders and rapes and 
human trafficking and 
all the untold evil and 
suffering that this has 
allowed and caused.

3. Do you believe 
health care is a right? 
If not, what do you 
call it? Who should 
get it?

· Health care is 
something that every-
one needs. Ideally the 
government should 
not be involved, pri-
vately funded options 

where the health care 
professionals work for 
the patient are best, 
and for those who can’t 
afford care, donation 
funded Samaritan type 
hospitals and clinics 
should be available. If 
government funding is 
ever needed or given, it 
should be without any 
accompanying control 
beyond what the agency 
employs.

4. What is your 
highest priority for 
Minnesota and the 
nation?

· Many issues are 
now extremely urgent. 
All involved in the trea-
sonous criminal theft 
of the 2020 election 
need to be brought to 
justice and until then 
the destructive viola-
tion and plunder of this 
country and all of the 
plans of the enemies 
of American and its 
citizens who have cur-
rently taken over our 
government need to be 
fought against on every 
front and stopped. We 
need to close the bor-
der, strongly pursue all 
sources of energy par-
ticularly all pipelines 
and nuclear power, 
ensure this primary 
and future primaries 
and elections cannot 
again be stolen, prevent 
Biden’s plan to sign the 
globalist/CCP (Chinese 
Communist Party) 
“World Health Organi-
zation” agreement that 
would subject the U.S. 
entirely to the WHO 
in any event they may 
deem a health crisis at 
their meeting May 22-
28, end Biden’s indef-
inite extension of his 
emergency powers and 
his PEADs (Presiden-
tial Emergency Action 
Documents), do every-
thing to prevent their 
planned food shortage 
like first protect our 
country’s remaining 
food processing plants, 
and get rid of the “Min-
istry of Truth” that 
this regime will use to 
persecute and censor 
their opposition, fur-
ther stifle our freedom 
of speech and again 
influence and change 
election outcomes.

5. When have you 
shown independence 
from your declared 

party on an issue of 
major importance?

· I have been the 
only outspoken Donald 
Trump supporting 
strong common sense 
MAGA candidates 
from the beginning, 
pro-America, pro-Con-
stitution and pro-free-
dom. The party here 
as well as many other 
areas of the country 
seems to be still run by 
“Rockefeller Republi-
cans” or “RINOs” who 
have lots of money and 
side with the globalist 
anti-American dem-
ocrats against these 
major important issues. 
Coincidentally, my 
campaign has suffered 
a number of setbacks at 
their hands, one where 
they sent out wrong 
contact information 
for me to the people 
who were charged 
with informing me of 
upcoming events so 
that those who called 
reached a phone line 
that was just static, and 
two, when I was only 
informed afterward 
that by an arbitrary 
party rule, though my 
intentions were clear 
and I was meeting 
every other require-
ment, I was supposed to 
have called someone by 
a certain date in early 
April to be eligible 
to participate in the 
regular election, thus I 
am now excluded from 
that race. As well as, 
apparently, from any 
further opportunities 
to speak as a candidate 
in Republican events. 
That is, unless I win 
this Special Election 
and become the incum-
bent, which, I believe is 
the plan anyway. There 
were other setbacks 
which could be viewed 
as possible sabotage as 
well, though I am re-
fraining from making 
accusations. Similar 
things, however, have 
been reported happen-
ing to other MAGA 
candidates in other 
areas…

I have made it very 
clear where I stand 
on present issues and 
much more where I’ve 
spoken and as pub-
lished in my campaign 
handouts, interviews 
and questionnaires 
that I’ve responded to, 
including iVoterguide.
com and my website: 
RU4MN.com

6. If you had 
already held this 
seat, would you have 
voted to overturn the 
results of the 2020 
Presidential election?

· “Overturn” is the 
wrong word, de-certi-
fication of the electors 
for the states where 
fraud was known to be 
sufficient to be deter-
minative is what would 
have and should have 
been done. The evi-
dence of election fraud 
is overwhelming and 
there have now been 
shown to be far more il-
legal ballots than Biden 
(and other democratic 
congressional and state 
level candidates as 
well) supposedly “won” 
by in many states. See 
the movies “Rigged,” 
“2,000 Mules” and the 
great wealth of details 
at FrankSpeech.com. 
Because this was not 
done and these crimes 
were not addressed, 
our government has 
been taken over by 
organized crime that 
is destroying our 
country, and doing 
everything they can to 
take away our freedom 
and replace it with 
communist tyranny. 
Our future and that of 
our children and theirs 
is at stake and I seem 
to be the only candi-
date in this race who 
really understands how 
serious and urgent this 
is. It must be stopped. 
Remember 2 Chronicles 
7:14, and let’s all hum-
ble, pray seek turn. Oh 
Lord, we pray, heal this 
land and save America.

Roger Ungemach

District 1 candidates address the issues
◄ DISTRICT 1 from B2
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Cook onion and celery on medium heat with 
one cup water for 5 minutes. Add ground beef 
crumbled and cook until meat is no longer 
pink. Bring 6 cups water with 1 teaspoon 
salt to a boil in a large pan. Add 3 cups cut 
spaghetti. Cook for 10 minutes. Drain. Mix the 
ground beef, onion, celery and 1 jar spaghetti 
sauce with the cooked, drained spaghetti. Mix 
together. Bake for 30 minutes at 350 degrees 
or microwave on medium for 20 minutes. This 
works good in a Crockpot for an hour or so. 
Enjoy!

SPAGHETTI 
HOT DISH

1 lb. lean ground beef
1 sm. onion, chopped
2 stalks celery, diced

Berne Pizza’s return  
promises summer fun

After celebrating 
a decade of being in 
business last year, 
Berne Wood-Fired Pizza 
is back and focused on 
the future. The summer 
concert series will kick 
off on Wednesday, June 
1 at 5 p.m. with a perfor-
mance by the Bavarian 
Musikmeisters followed 
by LP & the 45s.

The summer sched-
ule is jam-packed with 
entertainment, and 
guests will be able to 
enjoy new activities and 
performers alongside 
returning favorites. 
Berne Pizza is located at 
Zwingli United Church 
of Christ in rural West 
Concord.

Berne Pizza hopes 
to shine a spotlight on 
giving this year. The 
organization’s 14 wood-
fired pizza nights sup-
port dozens of non-prof-
it groups each season 
including food shelves, 
schools, and churches.

On June 15, the “Stuff 
the Bus” event, co-spon-
sored by Ready, Set, 
Learn, of Dodge County, 
will take place. Guests 
are encouraged to bring 
school supplies and fill 
up the school bus on site 
for students in need.

On the last night of 
the season, Aug. 31, the 
American Red Cross 
will host a blood drive. 
At the conclusion of the 
season, new nonprofit 
organizations will be 
selected to benefit from 
profits earned. The 
slogan of the summer is 
“Great Pizza for a Great 
Cause,” and visitors 
can be sure that their 
support of the event 
will make a meaningful 
difference.

In addition to giving 
back, Berne Pizza is 
excited to offer a variety 
of activities for the 
whole family. From art 
enthusiasts to young 
animal lovers, there is 
something for everyone 
at this summer desti-
nation.

Angela Organ, event 
coordinator, is eager 
to give an overview of 
the especially exciting 
evenings this season.

“Our special event 
nights are always well 
received,” Organ said. 

“This year we are 
bringing back classic 
car nights and our 
annual artisan market 
as well kids’ night with 
Zollman Zoo. Guests 
will also be happy to 
hear they’ll see the 
return of our SxSE 
Brewfest on Aug. 17th 
when fABBAulous 
performs.”

The church will also 
host free kids craft 
events every Wednes-
day at 6 p.m.

Perhaps the great-
est draw to this rural 
region are the 28 bands 
who graciously donate 
their time to provide 
free concerts. Many 

popular performers 
will return, including 
Incognito, Hair Metal 
Radio, and Branded: 
Hot Country.

Organ adds, “Our 
concert line-up this 
summer is phenomenal. 
Not only do we have 
crowd favorites return-
ing, we have several 
new bands including 
Collective Unconscious, 
Crazy on You: A Tribute 
to Heart, Pour Boy 
Ramblers, Pirates, 
Guitars, and Beach-
front Bars, and Big 
Mike’s Retro Soul & the 
Westside Horns. We’re 
drawing more bands 
from the metro this 
year as well, so it will 

be fun to see new talent 
take the stage.”

The concerts are 
best enjoyed with one of 
seven different pizzas 
on the menu, cooked 
outdoors in wood-fired 
ovens.

“Our menu will 
remain unchanged 
again this year, and so 
will our prices. Al-
though food costs have 
continued to increase, 
we want our events to 
be family friendly and 
affordable,” says Organ.

Two bands are sched-
uled to perform each 
night at 5 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m., each with their 
own unique sound and 
artistic flair.

Parkinson’s group  
to meet Tuesday

The Parkinson’s 
Support Group will be 
meeting on Tuesday, 
May 24 from 2-3:30 p.m. 
in the Gainey Room at 
the Owatonna Public 
Library.

For this month’s pro-
gram, Caitlin Terpstra, 

a registered dietitian at 
the Owatonna Clinic, 
will be speaking.

The Parkinson’s Sup-
port Group meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each 
month. It is open to all 
who have Parkinson’s 
and their caregivers.

aaUW to meet 
Monday

The Owatonna 
Branch of AAUW will 
hold its next meeting 
on Monday, May 23 
at 7 p.m. at Trinity 
Lutheran Church. A 
social time will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. Masks are 
encouraged.

Christa Kain, 
who won an AAUW 
campership in 2006, 

will be the speaker. 
She spent a year living 
in West Africa, South 
East Asia and Central 
America. She will 
share stories of cul-
ture, amazing women, 
and her journey.

To learn more about 
Owatonna AAUW visit 
www.owatonna-mn.
aauw.net.

55+ driver discount 
program offered in BP

The Minnesota 
Highway Safety 
Center will be offering 
55+ driver discount 
courses on June 27 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Blooming Prairie 
High School.

Courses are also 
available online at 
www.driverdiscount-
program.com.

The class will save 
up to 10% on auto 
insurance. Comple-
tion of an eight-hour 
course qualifies for 
the discount. To main-
tain the discount, 
drivers must complete 

a four-hour refresher 
every three years.

A Minnesota 
Highway Safety & 
Research Center 
certified instructor 
will update drivers 
on defensive driving 
tips, changes in laws, 
vehicle technology 
and traffic safety.

The cost of the 
four-hour refresher is 
$24 and the eight-hour 
course is $28.

For more infor-
mation or to register, 
visit the website listed 
above or call 1-888-234-
1294.

MAY 24
5 p.m. — Ambulance Commission Meeting

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

MAY 20
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

MAY 23
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building
6 p.m. — Ellendale 

Ambulance Meeting, 
Community Building

MAY 25
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

MAY 26
7:30 p.m. — 

Ellendale City Council 
Meeting, Community 
Building

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

MAY 23
4 p.m. — Owatonna 

HRA Meeting, City Hall
5:30 p.m. — 

Moonlighters 
Exchange Club, 
Owatonna VFW

MAY 24
Special Primary 

Election for U.S. 
Representative in 
District 1

10 a.m. — Memory 
Café, History Center

4 p.m. — OPU 
Commission Meeting, 
OPU

5 p.m. — Steele 
County Board Meeting, 
County Admin Building

MAY 26
2 p.m. — Movies at 

the Library, Owatonna 
Library

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

BERNE PIZZA SUMMER CONCERT LINEUP
June 1 Bavarian Musikmeisters LP & the 45s
June 8 Lost in Austin County Line Drive
June 15 The Reunion Band  Street Talk
June 22 Lost Faculties Crazy on You: A Tribute to Heart
June 29 True North Old Country Boys
July 6 Hair of the Dog Nite Shift
July 13 Vintage Tones The Chubs
July 20 Scott Jasmin & the Gracenotes Incognito
July 27 Pirates, Guitars, & Beachfront Bars Branded: Hot Country
Aug. 3 Bells and Whistles Collective Unconscious
Aug. 10 After School Special Hair Metal Radio
Aug. 17 Big Mike’s Retro Soul  fABBAulous
 & the Westside Horns 
Aug. 24 Pour Boy Ramblers JT & the Gunslingers 
Aug. 31 Fred the Bear The SUITS

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jon Streiff of West Concord, a weekly volunteer, runs pizzas from the kitchen to the 
wood-fired ovens.
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.comFREE CONSULTATIONSFREE CONSULTATIONS

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613
DDS, MBS

Dr. Deborah J LienDr. Deborah J Lien

Huskies boys section  
true team champs

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
sPORTs edITOR

The Owatonna Huskies 
boys track and field team 
won its most important 
meet to date last week, 
earning a first-place finish 
at the section true team 
meet.

Owatonna’s boys squad 
took home first with 1,026 
points, and beat sec-
ond-place finisher Lakeville 
South by a comfortable 54.5 
points.

Spearheading the group 
were three individual 
winners in Carter Johnson, 
Eli Spurgeon and Justin 
Gleason.

Johnson earned the 
team’s first win of the meet 
in the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time of 14.89 seconds, 
while Spurgeon took home 
first place in the discus 
with a distance of 144 feet 
and four inches.

Gleason was Owatonna’s 
top finisher of the day in 
the field and took home two 
wins in the triple jump and 
the long jump.

Gleason jumped a 
distance of 21 feet and 11.5 
inches in the long jump 
and 43 feet and 9.25 inches 
in the triple jump to claim 
both wins.

The Owatonna girls 
team finished high up on 
the leaderboards as well, 
taking home fourth place at 
the section true team meet.

The Huskies girls squad 
scored 778 team points and 
finished 27 points behind 
Mankato West for third 
place.

The team did not feature 
any individual winners at 
the meet, but the girls 4x200 
team took home first place 
with a time of 1:46.47.

Comprising the winning 
4x200 team were Laken 
Meier, Lauren Waypa, Tay-

lor Schaluderaff and Ava 
Wolfe.

The boys team’s win 
qualified the squad for the 
state true team meet on Fri-
day at Stillwater Area High 
School at 3:45 p.m.

The girls squad did not 
qualify for the state true 
team meet, however, both 
teams will have one more 
home triangular on Thurs-
day at 4:30 p.m. before 
preparing for the Big Nine 
Conference individual meet 
on May 26 at Red Wing 
High School.

Competition at the Big 
Nine Conference meet will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. on May 
26 with field events taking 
center stage before prelim-
inary races start at 11:30 
a.m. and the finals take 
place at 1:40 p.m.

Boys 
volleyball 
falls short 

again

The Minnesota State 
High School League 
(MSHSL) confirmed 
last week that boys 

volleyball will once again not 
be a part of its recognized 
sports this upcoming fall.

In recent years, the MSHSL 
has seen boys volleyball reach 
the voting stage to be consid-
ered for recognition multiple 
times; however, the sport 
has yet to break through the 
32-vote threshold needed to be 
officially recognized.

Unfortunately for boys vol-
leyball fans, the sport came up 
just one vote shy with 31 total 
votes of the 32 that it needed to 
reach the required two-thirds 
threshold out of the 48 repre-
sentatives field.

As a sports fan, my take 
on this situation is that it is a 
major blunder.

Having grown up with a 
sister who played volleyball, 
and having played co-ed beach 
volleyball myself in the sum-
mers as a teenager, I can say 
that I have an appreciation for 
the sport.

Just like all sports, vol-
leyball takes a high level of 
athleticism and skill.

Some of the best athletes I 
grew up with were dominant 
volleyball players for their 
high school teams as the sport 
requires a mixture of jumping 
ability, quick-twitch reflexes 
and concentration.

The real shame in men’s 
volleyball not being officially 
recognized is not only the fact 
that young athletes who are 
passionate about the game will 
not have the chance to repre-
sent their school, but also that 
elite-level athletes will lose out 
on scholarship opportunities 
as a result of a lack of expo-
sure.

While Minnesota does have 
men’s volleyball club teams, 
there is surely a difference in 
the amount of exposure to be 
gained by athletes who do not 
get to play local high school 
sports.

Another disappointing part 
of men’s volleyball not being 
approved by the MSHSL is 
that kids who should be able to 
participate in a sport for free 
through their school, will have 
to continue being pay-to-play 
athletes to financially support 
a club team.

I couldn’t imagine the pain 
that I would feel if my high 
school decided that my favorite 
sport was not going to be rec-
ognized by the state.

The memories and accom-
plishments that young ath-
letes should have been able to 
make this fall will forever be a 
missed opportunity.

The MSHSL will likely vote 
again on the matter next year, 
and after losing out on recog-
nition in 2021 by two votes, the 
sport does seem to be trending 
in the right direction only 
missing out on reinstatement 
by one vote this year.

Men’s volleyball fans in 
Steele County will have to keep 
their fingers crossed that the 
MSHSL will finally break the 
threshold and recognize men’s 
volleyball as an official high 
school sport next season.

Steele Sports
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Panthers triple up Tigers 9-3
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The NRHEG baseball team earned 
a 9-3 win against the Medford Tigers 
last week as a quasi-away team after 
the game was changed to be played at 
NRHEG’s home field from Medford.

NRHEG’s bats were alive early and 

often against the Tigers as the team 
jumped out to an early lead before 
shutting down Medford for the majori-
ty of the game.

“It was possibly the best night at 
the plate for the season as we collected 
hits when it mattered and put the ball 
in play and took advantage of errors. 
Daxter Lee was on fire on the mound 
keeping the Tigers off balance and 
flustered at the plate,” said Mark Lee, 
NRHEG head coach.

NRHEG jumped out to a 1-0 lead 
after the top of the first inning before 
extending its lead to 4-0 with a three-
run top of the third.

After the third, NRHEG put the 
game in cruise control by scoring one 
run in both the top of the fifth and 
sixth inning before adding another 
three-run frame in the top of the 
seventh.

Medford was able to notch three 
runs in the top of the sixth inning; 
however, the runs came too late for 
the Tigers as the score was already 6-0 
at that point.

Both teams featured a high error 
total with NRHEG committing three 
errors to Medford’s four, but the main 
differences in the game came from the 
Panthers' ability to leg-out extra-base 
hits and steal bases.

As a team, NRHEG had three dou-
bles and six stolen bases to move run-
ners into scoring position compared to 
Medford’s zero extra-base hits and one 
stolen base.

Lee was also a force on the mound 
for the Panthers, and shut down the 
Medford offense for just two hits while 
striking out 10 batters and giving up 
three unearned runs.

Medford went with a tandem pitch-
ing operation of Casey Chambers and 

Justin Ristau to slow the Panthers, 
but the approach was unsuccessful as 
Chambers gave up six runs with four 
earned, while Ristau allowed three 
earned runs on two hits.

NRHEG’s only other competition of 
the week came against Alden Conger 
last Friday when the team won 14-1 at 
home.

NRHEG led from start to finish 
and accumulated all 14 runs through 
three innings with three in the first, 
five in the second and six in the third.

Medford played two games prior to 
NRHEG and found itself winning 23-1 
against WEM before being routed 10-0 
by Randolph to finish the week 1-2.

Both teams will hit the road next on 
Thursday with Medford going to USC 
and NRHEG headed to WEM. Both 
games will start at 4:30 p.m.

Player Stats
NRHEG vs. Medford
NRHEG Team Stats
 H R RBI 
Stenzel 2 3 1
Schoenrock 2 0 3
Phillips 2 2 0
Ale. Dobberstein 2 1 1
Lee 1 0 2
Wilson 1 0 2
Olson 0 2 0
Ald. Dobberstein 1 0 0
 IP H R K BB
Lee 7 2 3 10 0

Medford Team Stats
 H R RBI
Chambers 1 0 2
Honsey 1 0 1
Paulson 1 0 0
Hermes 1 0 0
Cumberland 1 0 0
 IP H R K BB
Chambers 5.1 8 6 8 1
Ristau 1.2 2 3 1 2

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Medford’s Noah Honsey attempts to 
corral a wild throw to first base while 
NRHEG’s Tyrone Wilson tries to evade 
a tag on his way to first base. Wilson 
and the Panthers were able to beat the 
Medford Tigers 9-3 last week.

STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA
Owatonna’s David Smith sprints to the finish in the 800-meter dash at the section true team meet 
at Lakeville South High School last week. Smith finished in 13th place with a time of 2:06.04.

STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA
Owatonna’s Carter Johnson runs in the 110-meter hurdles race 
at the section true team meet at Lakeville South High School 
last week. Johnson won the race with a time of 14.89 seconds.
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Owatonna blasts Albert Lea 10-2
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The Owatonna 
Huskies softball team 
landed a 10-2 home win 
against Albert Lea last 
Saturday to cap a 3-1 
week.

Owatonna came back 
from a 2-0 deficit to win 
the game thanks to four 
big scoring innings.

“They strung some 
hits together and scored 
a couple of runs. We 
adjusted our game plan 
a little in terms of how 
we wanted to pitch to 
their hitters after the 
first inning and Kenne-
dy Hodgman did a great 
job making that adjust-
ment. That, along with 
our bats coming alive 
in the second inning, 

helped us cruise to the 
10-2 victory,” said Coach 
Jeremy Moran.

As Moran said, the 
Huskies found their 
stride in the second in-
ning after scoring three 
runs in the bottom 
of the inning, before 
adding two more in 
the bottom of the third 
inning.

Already having 
obtained enough runs 
for the win, Owatonna 
added some insurance 
runs in the fifth and 
sixth innings with an-
other three-run inning 
followed by a two-run 
inning.

Hodgman was solid 
on the mound for the 
Huskies and gave up 
just two runs on six 
hits while striking out 

10 batters and walking 
one.

Offensively, Saman-
tha Bogen led the team 
with two hits, one run 
and two RBIs.

Earlier in the 
week, Owatonna split 
a doubleheader with 
Northfield 1-1 in two 
high-scoring affairs.

In the first game, 
Owatonna fell 12-6 
behind a big five-run 
second inning by the 
Raiders.

Trailing 6-2 after the 
second inning, Owaton-
na found life and made 
the score 9-6 before 
eventually being shut 
out for the rest of the 
game and falling by six 
runs.

In the second game, 
Owatonna made a 

comeback with a five-
run inning of its own 
against the Raiders.

After trailing 5-4 
going into the bottom of 
the fifth inning, Owa-
tonna found its offense 
in the fifth by scoring 
five runs to make the 
score 9-5.

Northfield scored 
two more runs in the 
top of the sixth to 
make the game 9-7, but 
Northfield’s offense 
was quickly negated 
by two more runs from 
Owatonna in the bottom 
of the inning.

The Huskies went on 
to win 11-7 after blank-
ing the Raiders in the 
top of the seventh.

Owatonna’s only 
other game of the week 
came against Rochester 

John Marshall on the 
road last week when 
the Huskies beat the 
Rockets 18-2 after five 
innings.

Most of Owatonna’s 
damage was done in 
the second and fourth 
innings where the Hus-
kies scored seven and 
eight runs respectively.

Up next for Owa-
tonna is a road game 
against Bloomington 
Jefferson on Thursday 
at 6 p.m.

Player Stats

vs. Albert Lea
 H R RBI
S. Bogen 2 1 2
Roush 2 1 1
Krause 2 1 1
K. Bogen 1 2 0
Hovden 1 2 0
Radel 2 0 1
Bentz 0 0 1

Glynn 0 0 1
Ringhofer 0 1 1
 IP H R K BB
Hodgman 7 6 2 10 1

vs. Northfield  
(Game One)
 H R RBI
Bentz 2 2 2
Radel 1 0 2
K. Bogen 1 1 0
S. Bogen 1 1 0
Roush 1 0 1
Glynn 0 1 0
Hovden  0 1 1
 IP H R K BB
Hodgman 7 13 12 3 1

vs. Northfield  
(Game Two)
 H R RBI
Z. Roush 2 2 2
Glynn 2 1 2
S. Bogen 1 1 2
Bentz 1 2 0
Hovden  1 2 0
K. Bogen 0 1 1
A. Roush 1 1 0
Krause  0 1 0
 IP H R K BB
Hodgman 7 11 7 6 4

Corky’s 
raises 

$30K for 
charities

The Corky’s Early 
Bird Softball Classic 
raised a staggering 
$30,000 and met its 
projected fundraising 
goal in early May.

The tournament 
saw 170 teams come to 
Owatonna and Fari-
bault for a chance at 
softball glory, and with 
it brought 3,000 attend-
ees to Steele County.

According to James 
“Corky” Ebeling, the 
tournament kickoff 
on May 6 went accord-
ing to plan and the 
weather could not have 
been better to start the 
weekend.

Athletes and spec-
tators alike brought 
their appetites as ac-
cording to tournament 
director Loren Dietz, 
the tournament sold 
over 7,000 pork patties 
to hungry customers.

Receiving dona-
tions from the money 
raised by the tourna-
ment will be five local 
programs: Owatonna 
Park and Recreation 
Youth Scholarship 
Fund, Faribault Park 
and Recreation Youth 
Scholarship Fund, 
Relight the Park 
Fund, Owatonna Girls 
Fastpitch Softball and 
the Owatonna Bullpen 
Club.

Taking home the top 
prizes from the tourna-
ment were men’s open 
championship winners 
“The Herd” from Iowa 
and women’s tier-one 
championship winners 
“On Point” also from 
Iowa.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna’s Parris Hovden makes an acrobatic throw to first base against Northfield last week. Hovden and the 
Huskies split a doubleheader against the Raiders 1-1.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Huskies pitcher Kennedy Hodgman winds up for a 
pitch against Northfield last week. Hodgman took 
the loss in the opening game of the two teams' 
doubleheader after giving up 12 runs.

Tough week for BP baseball
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The Blooming Prairie base-
ball team dropped both games 
in a road doubleheader against 
Lyle-Pacelli and Wabasha 
Kellogg last Saturday.

Blooming Prairie lost its 
opening game of the day 7-6 to 
Wabasha Kellogg after a late 
rally almost tied the game in 
the sixth inning.

The Blossoms found them-
selves trailing 4-0 after three 
innings of play against Waba-
sha Kellogg before the squad 
turned up the heat in the later 
innings.

Trailing 7-1 through five 
innings, BP sparked an offen-
sive run in the top of the sixth 
inning by scoring four runs to 
make the game 7-5.

After shutting out Wabasha 
Kellogg in the bottom of the 
sixth inning, BP managed 
to score one more run in the 
top of the seventh, but was 
stopped before it could tie the 
game at 7-7 and settled for a 
7-6 loss.

Later that day, BP suffered 
its worst loss of the year in 

a one-sided game 
against Lyle-Pacelli.

The Blossoms lost 
28-4 after five innings 
of play.

BP managed to 
score four runs in the 
first two innings, but 
was quickly out-
matched by Lyle-Pa-
celli, who scored a 
whopping 11 runs by 
the end of the second 
inning, and 20 runs by 
the end of the third.

Defense was a 
major issue for the 
Awesome Blossoms 
as Blooming Prairie 
was forced to use four 
different pitchers over 
the course of the game 
while only striking out 
two batters and com-
mitting an error.

Leading BP over 
the two-game stretch 
offensively was Jesse 
Cardenas, who totaled 

two hits, three runs and two 
RBIs.

The Blossoms suffered 
another sizeable loss earlier in 
the week in a 14-1 loss to WEM 
after five innings, but also 
earned its first win of the year 
in dominant fashion beating 
Schaeffer Academy 11-2 at 
home last Thursday.

Both games featured com-
plete opposites for BP, as the 
Blossoms trailed 8-1 after four 
innings to WEM and ended up 
leading 8-1 after four innings 
against Schaeffer Academy.

Defense was once again an 
issue for BP against WEM as 
the team gave up 14 runs on 12 
hits, however, Gabe Hein and 
Jesse Cardenas shone against 
Schaeffer Academy giving up 
just two runs on six hits.

Leading the team offen-
sively in the win was Carter 
Bishop with four hits, two 
runs and one RBI.

BP’s only other game of the 
week was a 14-2 home loss to 
Kenyon-Wanamingo in a game 
that lasted five innings.

Up next for Blooming 
Prairie is a road game against 
Maple River on Thursday at 
4:30 p.m.

Player Stats
vs. Lyle-Pacelli
 H R RBI
Braaten 1 0 2
Cardenas 1 1 0
Bishop 1 1 0
Zwiener 1 0 1
Swenson 1 0 0
Heimgartner 0 1 0
Hein 0 1 0
Donnelly 1 0 0
 IP H R K BB
Donnelly 2 9 13 0 3
Braaten 0 5 7 0 2
Swenson 1 14 8 1 0
Pirkl 1 3 0 1 0

vs. Wabasha Kellogg
 H R RBI  
Cardenas 1 2 2  
Schammel 1 0 2  
Hein 1 1 0  
Donnelly 0 1 1  
Camery 0 1 0  
Swenson 0 1 0  
Zwiener 1 0 0  
 IP H R K BB
Hein 6 8 7 3 3

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie’s Micah Donnelly 
serves up a pitch against the Kenyon-
Wanamingo Knights last week. 
Donnelly and the Awesome Blossoms 
lost 14-2 at home against the Knights.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Micah Donnelly of the Blossoms attempts to apply a tag on a base runner stealing home after a passed 
ball. Donnelly’s tag was not in time as Kenyon-Wanamingo added another run to its eventual 14-2 rout.
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Chatfield tops BP 16-8 in softball action
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The Blooming Prai-
rie softball team capped 
a 2-3 week with a 16-8 
loss on the road against 
Chatfield last weekend.

BP was able to take 
the lead in all five of its 
games this past week, 
however, the Blossoms 
lost the lead on three 
occasions to finish the 
week below the .500 
mark.

Against Chatfield, 
BP started the game hot 
with a three-run first 
inning, but was imme-
diately cut down to a 3-2 
lead after the bottom of 
the first.

Chatfield managed 
to tie the game after 
the second inning, and 
despite BP being able 
to score five runs from 
the second inning on, 
Chatfield put up no less 
than two runs in every 
inning after the second.

The Blossoms tried 
a tandem-pitching 
approach of Haven Carl-
son and Macy Lembke, 
but it was not enough to 
stop the hot bats from 
Chatfield as the Go-
phers scored 10 runs on 
Carlson and six more on 
Lembke with a com-
bined total of 15 hits.

Senior Bobbie Bruns 
led the Blossoms in the 
game with one hit, two 
runs and two RBIs.

Earlier in the week, 
BP played a mixture 
of conference and 

non-conference games 
against NRHEG, WEM, 
St. Clair/Loyola (SCL) 
and Faribault Bethle-
hem Academy (FBA).

BP was able to take 
home decisive 6-2 and 
8-1 wins against WEM 
and SCL, however, the 
Blossoms were also on 
the wrong side of two 
games against NRHEG 
and FBA, losing 6-1 to 
the Panthers and 10-8 to 
the Cardinals.

In its two wins 
against WEM and SCL, 

the Blossoms managed 
to outscore opponents 
14-3 behind dominant 
pitching from Carlson 
and solid offensive 
hitting.

Carlson was able 
to record 13 strike-
outs over 14 innings 
pitched while giving 
up just nine hits for 
three earned runs over 
the course of the two 
games.

BP activated the 
bats as a team as well, 
recording 14 runs on 

26 hits with Lembke 
leading the team with 
six hits, five runs and 
two RBIs.

However, in the 
team’s two losses to 
NRHEG and FBA, the 
team’s luck took a turn.

The Blossoms were 
outscored 16-9 against 
the Panthers and Cardi-
nals, both times being 
out-hit by the opposition 
and forfeiting early 
leads.

Carlson took both 
losses, while the team 

was led by Bruns and 
Shawntee Snyder, who 
were responsible for a 
combined total of five 
hits, three runs and 
four RBIs.

BP fans can watch 
their team take the field 
next at home against the 
NRHEG Panthers on 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.

Player Stats

vs. Chatfield
 H R RBI
Bruns 1 2 2

M. Lembke 1 2 0
La. Schammel 1 1 1 
Steckelberg 1 1 1  
L. Lembke 0 2 0  
Li. Schammel 1 0 1  
Schneider 1 0 0  
Winzenburg 1 0 0  
 IP H R K BB
Carlson 4 10 10 3 2
Lembke 2 6 6 1 2

vs. NRHEG 
 H R RBI  
L. Lembke 1 1 0  
Schneider 0 0 1  
M. Lembke 1 0 0  
 IP H R K BB
Carlson 7 5 6 2 1

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie’s Shawntee Snyder, background, prepares to throw the ball to 
first base to make an out against St. Clair/Loyola (SCL) as pitcher Haven Carlson, 
foreground, ducks out of the way. Snyder and the Awesome Blossoms beat SCL 8-1 
last week at home.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Blooming Prairie’s Rachel Winzenburg throws the 
ball to first base against St. Clair/Loyola (SCL) in 
order to force an out. Winzenburg had two hits 
and two RBIs in Blooming Prairie’s 8-1 win at home 
against SCL last week.

Huskies baseball sweeps  
Northfield in double bill

The Owatonna Huskies baseball team fin-
ished the week with a 2-0 sweep of Northfield 
in a doubleheader last Thursday.

Owatonna pulled off two comfortable 
wins against the Raiders with scores of 10-1 
and 7-3, earning one conference win in the 
process.

The Huskies coasted to a 10-1 win in the 
first game after scoring a game-winning 
three runs in the first inning.

Addison Andrix shut down the Raiders on 
the mound for Owatonna, tossing six innings 
and allowing one run with six strikeouts 
before Grant Achterkirch came in during the 
seventh to put away the Raiders.

Taylor Bogen had a team-high one hit, one 
run and four RBIs in the first game.

In game two, Owatonna came back from a 
3-1 deficit after the second inning to take a 7-3 
win behind shutdown pitching from Bogen.

Bogen tossed a complete game, giving up 
three runs on four hits while striking out six.

Caleb Vereide led the Huskies in game two 
with a team-high two hits, two runs and two 
RBIs.

Up next for Owatonna is a home game 
against Mankato West on Thursday at 5 p.m.

Huskies lacrosse comes up empty
The Owatonna girls lacrosse team suffered 

two losses in its only competition last week, 
losing to both Mankato and Farmington at 
home.

Owatonna capped the week with a 13-7 loss 
to the Farmington Tigers that saw the Hus-
kies trail for the majority of the game behind 
a hot-shooting Tigers team.

Earlier in the week, Owatonna lost a con-
ference game to Big Nine foe Mankato 9-6 in a 
game where Owatonna fell behind early.

After trailing 7-2 at halftime, Owatonna 
managed to outscore Mankato 4-2 in the 
second half, but it was far too late as Mankato 
went on to win 9-6.

Annika Moran led the Huskies squad with 
five goals against Mankato while Zoe Ander-
son made 13 saves on 22 shots against in the 
loss.

The team will travel next to Rochester Cen-
tury on Friday, May 20 for a conference clash 
against the Big Nine’s top team at 7:15 p.m.

Huskies serve Scarlets 5-2
Owatonna’s boys tennis team collected 

another conference win last week after the 
team took down Mankato West 5-2.

The Huskies were dominant all day, only 
losing their No. 4 singles match and No. 3 
doubles match.

Thomas Herzog earned Owatonna’s most 
dominant performance of the match by tak-
ing down his No. 3 singles foe 6-0 and 6-2 in 
back-to-back sets for the win.

Earlier in the week, Owatonna fell in a 
one-sided match against Rochester Mayo 6-1.

Owatonna’s lone winner of the day was the 
team’s No. 2 doubles pairing of Aiden Engel 
and Damian Boubin.

Engel and Boubin won their match in 
three sets with scores of 4-6, 7-6 and 10-5.

Up next for the Owatonna’s boys tennis 
team is the section individual tournament 
beginning on Tuesday.

The start times and location of the tourna-
ment were not made available at the time of 
press.

SPORTS BRIEFS 

From the cornfields 
to centerfield

BY JOHNNIE 
PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

As a 
self-de-
scribed 
“coun-

try boy,” NRHEG’s 
Andrew Phillips has 
two major loves in 
this world: living life 
on his family farm 
near Hartland, and 
the game of baseball.

After torching 
opposing defenses 
on the football field 
last fall as a running 
back for the Pan-
thers’ football team, 
Phillips has traded 
in his shoulder pads 
and helmet for a 
glove and a hat as a 
member of the Pan-
thers’ baseball team 
this spring.

“Baseball is my 
love. I’m not sure 
how to describe it 
other than I just 
love the game. It’s 
definitely my first 
love when it comes to 
sports,” said Phillips.

Panther fans hav-

en’t had a hard time 
spotting Phillips on 
the baseball field this 
spring, as the junior 
centerfielder and 
lead-off batter has 
been a major contrib-
utor both offensively 
and defensively 
for NRHEG’s 
7-2 overall-re-
cord squad 
this season.

In fact, 
the junior 
launched 
his first 
home run 
of the season 
and first-ever 
grand slam against 
Kenyon-Wanamin-
go last week.

“I think I had an 
0-2 count when I hit 
it. I wasn’t really 
looking to swing 
too hard because 
I didn’t want to 
strike out, but the 
pitcher gave 
me a hang-
ing chan-
geup and I 
knew right 
off the bat I 
made solid 

contact. I knew it 
was gone when 
I rounded first 
and saw it. I 
thought to 
myself, ‘Wow, 
it’s still carry-
ing. That has 
to be gone.’”

Through 
nine games, 
Phillips has 
torched teams 
for eight hits, 
14 runs and 
nine RBIs 
— almost 

averaging a cu-
mulative 
one hit, 
run and 
RBI per 
game.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG’s Andrew Phillips digs in for an at-bat against Medford last week. Phillips bats lead-off for the 
Panthers and has tallied eight hits, 14 runs and nine RBIs through nine games.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Andrew Phillips of the Panthers poses with 
the baseball he launched for a grand slam 
against Kenyon-Wanamingo last week. The 
junior’s grand slam was his first-ever grand 
slam and first home run of the season. See FROM on B8 ►

“Baseball is my love. 
I’m not sure how to 

describe it other than 
I just love the game.”

Andrew Phillips
Panthers Centerfielder
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When asked about his 
role as a centerfielder, Phil-
lips said that he grew to love 
the position as he developed 
strong skills in being able to 
read the ball off the bat.

The junior credited his 
father, Aaron, with helping 
him develop the skill and 
said that all of the hours that 
the elder Phillips hit him fly 
balls in the field was what led 
to his success in the outfield.

As could be expected with 
athletes who shine in the 
sport, Phillips has received 
interest from multiple 
Division One schools, but 

has yet to make a decision or 
commit to any offers as he 
is still a junior and has one 
more year of eligibility.

A true “country boy” at 
heart, Phillips did say that 
he is hoping to stay some-
what close to his family’s 
farm in Hartland so he can 
continue to help in the fields 
when he can.

Those looking to watch 
Phillips and the Panthers 
continue their 2022 run can 
watch the team suit up for 
its next game on the road 
against WEM on Thursday 
at 4:30 p.m.

From the cornfields to centerfield
◄ FROM from B7

SPORTS BRIEFS 

BP 3rd, 8th at Gopher  
Championships

The Blooming Prairie boys and girls 
track and field teams took third and eighth 
place respectively at the Gopher Conference 
Championships last weekend.

Blooming Prairie’s boys team came in 
third behind Medford’s 147 points with 112.5 
of its own, while the girls team came in 
eighth place with 61 team points.

The boys squad featured one individual 
winner and one relay winner, while the 
girls team featured two individual winners 
at the meet.

Winning for the boys was the team’s 
4x200-meter relay squad and Drew Kittel-
son in the shot put event with a long throw 
of 44 feet and 4.5 inches.

For the girls, Gloria Hernandez was the 
champion of the 3,200-meter race with a 
time of 13:27.14 and Annaka Forsberg leaped 
over the competition in the high jump with 
a height of five feet and two inches.

Up next for the two teams is a meet at 
Stewartville High School on Monday at 
4:30 p.m.

Medford softball drops trio
The Medford Tigers softball team fin-

ished its week on an 0-3 stretch after losing 
to Blue Earth Area (BEA), NRHEG and 
Faribault Bethlehem Academy (FBA).

The Tigers capped the week with a 
competitive 6-4 loss to BEA after a late-
game rally fell short to leave the Tigers in a 
two-run deficit.

Jenesis McGuire led the team with one 
hit, one run and two RBIs offensively in the 
game.

Earlier in the week, Medford fell 9-2 and 
10-2 in two lopsided games against NRHEG 
an FBA.

Medford’s defense was unable to stop 
the opposing offenses early and found itself 
playing catch-up in both games, ultimate-
ly falling by seven or more runs in both 
contests.

Medford will look to rebound from its 
slump in its next game on the road against 
Hayfield on Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

Tigers 2nd and 4th at Gopher 
track championships

Medford boys and girls track and field 
teams finished second and fourth respec-
tively at the Gopher Conference Champion-
ship meet last weekend.

Medford’s boys squad took second behind 
Maple River by a 202-147 margin while the 
girls squad took fourth place behind WEM 
by a 119.66-114 margin.

Both teams featured with myriad 
winners over the course of the day as both 
teams combined for nine wins.

For the boys team, the 4x100-meter squad 
took first place, while 400-meter runner 
Henry Grayson, 800-meter runner Cohen 
Stursa and pole vaulter George McCarthy 
all won their respective events.

On the girls squad, it was Jackie Cole 
who had a monster day for the Tigers 
and collected wins in the 100-meter race, 
200-meter race and long jump.

Cole’s long jump distance of 17 feet and 
9.75 inches was a personal record.

Also winning for the girls team were 
Abby Fitzgerald in the discus and the 
team’s 4x200-meter relay squad.

Up next for the two squads is a sub-section 
meet at Pine Island on Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.

Panthers softball cruises to  
unbeaten week of 5 wins

The NRHEG softball team finished last 
week 5-0 after collecting wins over Bloom-
ing Prairie, Triton, Medford, Waseca and 
Maple River.

The Panthers never found themselves in 
a struggle against any of their opponents 
as the smallest win margin for the squad 
during its five-game undefeated stretch was 
five runs.

NRHEG managed to end three of its five 
wins before the seventh inning, beating Tri-
ton 12-2, Waseca 17-0 and Maple River 11-0.

NRHEG’s last two wins against Medford 
and Blooming Prairie came after a full 
seven innings of play with the Panthers 
beating the Tigers 9-2 and the Blossoms 6-1.

NRHEG pitcher Sophie Stork collected 
all five wins en route to an undefeated week 
and collected 43 strikeouts over the course 
of the week.

The Panthers will look to continue their 
winning streak when they hit the road next 
for a game against Blooming Prairie on 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.

NRHEG 2nd, 4th at Gopher  
Conference Championships

The NRHEG girls track and field team 
took second place and the boys squad took 
fourth place at the Gopher Conference 
Championship meet at Triton High School 
last week.

NRHEG’s girls squad was edged out by 
JWP for first by a 150-124.16 margin while 
the boys squad took fourth with 107.5 points 
behind Blooming Prairie’s 112.5 points.

The girls team featured the Panthers 
lone winners of the day in the team’s 
4x800-meter relay squad that took first with 
a time of 10:43.47, while Quinn VanMa-
ldeghem was the team’s lone individual 
winner in the 1,600-meter race with a time 
of 5:39.96.

VanMaldeghem’s time was a personal 
best as the eighth-grader smoked the com-
petition by a 22.10-second gap.

The Gopher Conference Championships 
marked NRHEG’s last team competition of 
the spring season.

Kittelson, Bruns earn  
BP senior athlete honors

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
sPORTs edITOR

Blooming Prairie 
seniors Drew Kittelson 
and Bobbie Bruns won 
the school’s “Most Out-
standing Senior Athlete” 
awards last week in a 
ceremony at Blooming 
Prairie High School.

The two seniors were 
eligible for the award 
after having competed in 
a minimum of two-letter 
winning sports while 
maintaining a 2.0 GPA 

or higher and showing 
consistent excellence in 
their respective sports.

“It’s one of my favor-
ite parts about being an 
educator, having the op-
portunity to watch kids 
grow,” said BP Activities 
Director Ali Mach. “Cer-
tainly, its has been fun 
to watch all of our senior 
athletes through their 
careers, but Drew and 
Bobbie definitely stood 
out. To see them prog-
ress the way that they 
did and take on leader-

ship roles — sometimes 
earlier than they needed 
to — it was just great.”

Kittelson made his 
mark for Blooming Prai-
rie this school year in 
football, basketball and 
track and field, while 
Bruns returned from 
injury in the winter to 
excel in basketball and 
softball for the Blos-
soms.

Both athletes were 
selected from a list of el-
igible athletes presented 
to all of the school’s head 

coaches across all sports 
seasons.

After an electronic 
vote, it was announced 
that Kittelson and Bruns 
were to be recipients of 
the award.

“I think as stu-
dent-athletes they’ve 
done not only a great 
job for their teams by 
helping put up stats 
and wins, but they’ve 
also been great in the 
classroom and as leaders 
outside of their sports as 
well,” said Mach.

Mankato rallies,  
tops Owatonna lacrosse

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
sPORTs edITOR

The Owatonna Hus-
kies boys lacrosse team 
came close to grabbing 
a road conference win 
before Mankato shut the 
door in the fourth quar-
ter to win 11-8 last week.

Owatonna and 
Mankato entered the 
fourth quarter at a 6-6 
tie before Mankato 
unloaded five goals to 
Owatonna’s two to win 
11-8.

The Huskies had a 
window of opportunity 
against Mankato, but 
just couldn’t seize a 
game-changing goal 
when it mattered.

Defensive play was a 
key difference between 
the two sides as Owa-
tonna allowed Mankato 
to jump out to a 6-2 lead 
at the end of the first 
quarter.

The Huskies im-
proved in the second 
quarter by shutting out 
Mankato and grabbing 
three goals, but it was 
not enough to tie the 
game at halftime.

Leading 6-5 at the 
half, Mankato once 
again struggled to find 
the offense it had in 
abundance in the first 
quarter.

Mankato was unable 
to capitalize again in 

the third quarter, while 
Owatonna scored one 
more goal to tie the game 
at 6-6.

However, in the 
fourth quarter, it was 
all Mankato down the 
stretch.

Preston Meier, Lucas 
Jensen and Beckett 
Seykora led the Huskies 
with four points apiece 
in the game, while Kor-
ban Stricklin stopped 17 
shots on 28 attempts by 
Mankato.

Earlier in the week, 
Owatonna took an-
other loss, this time to 
non-conference oppo-
nent New Prague.

New Prague and 
Owatonna kept the score 
tight for the entire game, 
as New Prague ultimate-
ly took the win with an 
overtime goal to cap the 
scoring at 9-8 in favor of 
New Prague.

Meier had a team-
high six points with six 
goals, while Korban 
Stricklin saved 10 shots 
on 19 attempts.

The two losses moved 
Owatonna to 3-5 overall 
and 2-3 in-conference 
on the season; good for 
third place in the Big 
Nine Conference.

Owatonna will face 
Rochester Century at 
home next on Friday at 
7:30 p.m.

Player Stats
vs. Mankato
 G A P
Meier 3 1 4
Jensen 2 2 4
Seykora 2 2 4
Heitcamp 1 0 1
 SA SV GA
Stricklin 28 17 11

vs. New Prague
 G A P
Meier 6 0 6
Seykora 1 1 2
Strom 1 1 2
Gfrerer 0 1 1
 SA SV GA
Stricklin 19 10 9

STAFF PHOTO BY SHELBY BORN
Huskies midfielder Jack Sande prepares to take a faceoff against New Prague last week. Owatonna finished 0-2 last 
week, losing to both New Prague and Mankato.

STAFF PHOTO BY SHELBY BORN
Jack Sande of the Huskies cradles the ball and looks 
downfield in the Huskies game against New Prague last 
week. Sande and the Huskies fell 9-8 to New Prague in 
the game.
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GOOD LUCK
TIGERS!
Moving Kids

Forward

THE MEDFORD 
SCHOOL 

IS PROUD OF YOU!

THE MEDFORD 
SCHOOL 

IS PROUD OF YOU!

GOOD LUCK 
TO ALL OUR 

TIGER TEAMS!

POLY PAK PLASTICS 
MEDFORD  

1-800-856-9864

MICHAEL
BISHMAN

HOME OF THE 
HONEST 

MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

Brick-Meger Funeral Home

Medford Funeral Home

PROUDLY SERVING
STEELE COUNTY

 &
m e g e r c a r e s . c o m

5 0 7 . 4 5 1 . 1 4 5 7

If you've ever called Jensen 
Heating, AC & Plumbing for any 
work, you already know they're 

the best around and why 
Amana recommends them.
104 Central Ave N, 

Geneva, MN
507-256-4712

Lerbergs 
Fitness Center

& Car Wash

118 5th Ave
Ellendale, MN
507-684-2471

Steele County's Oldest Grocery Store!

Sunday

GO PANTHERS!!GO PANTHERS!!

507-684-9422
Ellendale

507-583-4472
583-2296
Blooming Prairie

Good Luck Blossoms!

Serving
Southern 

Minnesota & 
Northern Iowa

Blooming Prairie Branch
236 East Main St.    507.583.6627   usbank.com

Member FDIC

Blooming
Prairie
Branch

USBANK.COM vandalsfamilymarket.com

Hours: 8 am - 7 pm 
7 Days a Week

AREA SPORTS BOOSTERS
These businesses and organizations are proud supporters of the Steele County Times’ expanded county wide 

sports coverage. We wish all local teams the best success throughout the season.  
Go Blossoms, Go Tigers, Go Huskies and Go Panthers!

Moving kids forward

Good Luck 
This 

Season Teams!
From the 

Owatonna 
Bus Company

623 6th Street SE
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7001
www.sportstitch.net

Blossom Logo Wear
One Stop Shop

AMESBURY
TRUTH
.com

Moving kids forward

Good Luck
This Season Teams!

From the
Blooming Prairie

Bus Company

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

236 E Main St.  PO Box 66●

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Office (507) 583-7971

Fax (507) 583-7147

Cell (507) 383-3988

rrinsllccarl@gmail.com

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

236 E Main St.  PO Box 66●

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Office (507) 583-7971

Fax (507) 583-7147

Cell (507) 383-3988

rrinsllccarl@gmail.com

66th season kicks off at Chateau
BY MATTHEW GRAGE

RaCInG CORResPOndenT

A wet cold spring 
finally dried up, and 
the 2022 Racing Season 
got underway Friday at 
Chateau Speedway in 
Lansing.

Track officials 
have had a tough time 
getting the track ready 
as up until a week ago 
the racing surface 
was so saturated that 
they could not get 
on it. Several events 
were lost due to the 
wet conditions. A frost 
buster season opening 
Enduro race was to be 
run by SMP promotions 
in April but that was 
lost to the weather. 
Then the big two night 
season opener May 6-7 
was called off due to 
weather as well. That 
opener was to include 
the James Krejci Memo-
rial Midwest Modified 
Event as well as the 
USRA B Mod Summit 
Shoot Out and WISSO-
TA Race of Champions 
qualifier events. Plans 
are to reschedule all of 
those events during the 
year.

Friday marked the 
debut of the Skjeveland 
Enterprises USRA 
Stock Cars, which 
opened up with the 
most exciting pass of 
the night for the lead 
in their main event. 
Travis Shipman of 
Mason City, Iowa along 
with Blake Adams of 
McIntire, Iowa and 
Chris Toot of Albert 
Lea crossed the start 
finish line three wide 
to complete lap seven 
with Shipman having 
the advantage by a 
nose. As they sorted 

out Travis took control 
with Adams falling in 
line second. The two 
ran that way all the 
way to the end with Dan 
Mackenthun of Ham-
burg coming on strong 
down the stretch to take 
third. Adams did have 
a heat win on the nigh 
while Darin Toot of 
Albert Lea taking the 
other heat win.

The French’s’ Repair 
USRA A Mods were 
back to show off their 
high flying speeds as 
well with AJ Hoff of 
Mantorville leading 
the way. Hoff started 
on the outside pole for 
the main event and led 
Kylie Kath of Claremont 
around for the first 
seven laps before Jason 
Cummins of New Rich-
land moved into second. 
Cummins took the lead 
momentarily as they 
completed lap nine but 
Hoff came back the next 
lap and led the rest of 
the way to the checkers. 
Kath took third ahead 
of Ryan Wetzstein who 
put on a nice show com-
ing through the field 
from a row five starting 
spot.

Double M Transport 
USRA B Mods had a 
nice opening night field 
of 19 cars. Defending 
track champion Noah 
Grinstead worked from 
a row six starting spot 
to the front take the 
win. Brandon Hare of 
Elma, Iowa lead most of 
the first 14 laps before 
Grinstead poked his 
nose to the front. Dan 
Wheeler of Savage who 
led a lap early came 
home in third. Grin-
stead also had a heat 
win with Zach Elward 
of Hayfield and Jett 

Sorensen of Rochester 
taking the other two 
wins.

Jake Smith of St. Jo-
seph picked up where he 
left off last fall. Smith 
won the season finale 
race last season and 
took the season opener 
Friday in the Hansen 
Tire WISSOTA Midwest 
Modifieds. Greg Pfeifer 
Jr. of Austin worked 
from row three up to 
second on lap four and 
chased him the whole 
race but had nothing for 
him.

Nate Coopman 
worked the field from a 
row three starting spot 
to take the Manke’s 
Outdoor Equipment 
Chateau Hornets Fea-
ture. Brian Schott who 
led the first half of the 
race came home in sec-
ond. Schott took a head 
win along with Maison 
Poston of Red Wing.

Power 96 Chateau 
Pure Stocks went cau-
tion free as PJ Duchene 
of Faribault picked up 
a Feature win to start 
the season. Andrew 
Eischens of Taopi out-
dueled Michael Wick of 
Faribault for second in 
the final laps. Eischens 
garnered a heat win 
as did Jack Paulson of 
Morristown.

Next Friday will 
be another full night 
of racing action with 
all six classes back in 
action with the first 
green flag scheduled for 
7:15 p.m.

CHATEAU RACING 
RESULTS 

Friday, May 13
POWER 96 PURE STOCK
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 
44D-PJ Duchene-Fari-
bault [4]; 2. 7X-Andrew 
Eischens-Taopi [8]; 3. 
17-Michael Wick-Faribault 
[5]; 4. 31R-Raey Hastings 
IV-Austin [1]; 5. 75N-Dylan 
Nirk-Blooming Prairie [3]; 
6. 2-Troy Maas- Faribault 
[7]; 7. 96-Kyndra Gut-
tormson-Chatfield [6]; 8. 
33-Jim Briggs-Waseca[13]; 
9. 4-Joshua Bentzen-Owa-
tonna [10]; 10. 31G-Michael 
Gift-Faribault [12]; 11. 5V-Vi-
ola Brannan-Kasson [17]; 12. 
(DNF) 69-Brandon Wiede-
man-Austin[14]; 13. (DNF) 
17P-Jack Paulson-Morris-
town [9]; 14. (DNF) 1-Jack 
Maas- Faribault [2]; 15. 
(DNF) 44-Trey Hoppe-
New Richland [11]; 16. 
(DNS) 71-Jamie Tapp-Myr-
tle; 17. (DNS) 00-Bobby 
Crews-Austin
Heat 1 (6 Laps): 1. 17P-Jack 
Paulson[6]; 2. 44D-PJ 
Duchene[1]; 3. 2-Troy 
Maas[3]; 4. 4-Joshua Bent-

zen[5]; 5. 75N-Dylan Nirk[2]; 
6. 44-Trey Hoppe[7]; 7. 33-
Jim Briggs[4]; 8. 69-Brandon 
Wiedeman[8]; 9. 5V-Viola 
Brannan[9]
Heat 2 (6 Laps): 1. 7X-An-
drew Eischens[1]; 2. 
17-Michael Wick[4]; 3. 1-Jack 
Maas[8]; 4. 31R-Raey Hast-
ings IV[2]; 5. 96-Kyndra Gut-
tormson[3]; 6. 31G-Michael 
Gift[6]; 7. (DNF) 00-Bobby 
Crews[5]; 8. (DNF) 71-Jamie 
Tapp[7]
DOUBLE M TRANSPORT 
USRA B MODIFIED
A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 1. 99-
Noah Grinstead-Austin [12]; 
2. 56H-Brandon Hare-Elma 
IA[2]; 3. RED1-Dan Wheel-
er-Savage[1]; 4. 15Z-Zach 
Elward-Hayfield [3]; 5. 
22C-Michael Johnson-Aus-
tin [18]; 6. 15-Cole Neis-
ius-Hastings [4]; 7. 54-Jett 
Sorensen-Rochester [10]; 8. 
1Z-Zach Davis-Lonsdale [7]; 
9. 02K-Hunter Kennedy-St 
Ansgar IA [16]; 10. 83R-Kul-
len Kath-Owatonna [8]; 11. 
20S-Kevin Johnson-Austin 
[11]; 12. 38-Kenny Wy-
taske-Austin [6]; 13. 45-Cole 
Lonergan-Dexter [9]; 14. 
7M-Matt Tighe-Austin [17]; 
15. 5-Michael Meyer-New 
Richland [15]; 16. 11-Joel 
Schmit-La Crescent [5]; 17. 
81K-Caleb Korpi-Claremont 
[14]; 18. 21-Rian Leicht-
nam-Grand Meadow [19]; 19. 
(DNF) 88DH-Dylan Hutkows-
ki-Saint Charles [13]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 15Z-Zach 
Elward[6]; 2. 45-Cole Loner-
gan[3]; 3. 1Z-Zach Davis[5]; 4. 
11-Joel Schmit[1]; 5. 88DH-
Dylan Hutkowski[7]; 6. (DNF) 
02K-Hunter Kennedy[2]; 7. 
(DNF) 21-Rian Leichtnam[4]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 99-Noah 
Grinstead[1]; 2. 56H-Bran-
don Hare[3]; 3. RED1-Dan 
Wheeler[5]; 4. 83R-Kul-
len Kath[6]; 5. 81K-Caleb 
Korpi[4]; 6. (DNF) 7M-Matt 
Tighe[2]
Heat 3 (8 Laps): 1. 54-Jett 
Sorensen[3]; 2. 15-Cole 
Neisius[2]; 3. 38-Kenny 
Wytaske[1]; 4. 20S-Kevin 
Johnson[6]; 5. 5-Michael 
Meyer[5]; 6. (DNF) 22C-Mi-
chael Johnson[4]
FRENCH’S REPAIR USRA A 
MODIFIED
A Feature 1 (25 Laps): 1. 

55H-AJ Hoff-Mantorville [2]; 
2. 71-Jason Cummins-New 
Richland [6]; 3. 83-Kylie 
Kath-Claremont [1]; 4. 
90-Ryan Wetzstein-West 
Concord [10]; 5. 99-Josh 
Angst-Winona [7]; 6. 23-Dar-
win Karau-Kasson [3]; 7. 
77-Jacob Stark-Austin [4]; 8. 
02-Jacob Dahle-Morristown 
[9]; 9. 7S-Todd Stine-
hart-Waseca [14]; 10. Z29-AJ 
Zvorak-Blooming Prairie[11]; 
11. 35JR-Garitt Wy-
taske-Austin[8]; 12. (DNF) 
90X-Steve Wetzstein-West 
Concord[13]; 13. (DNF) 
OD-Thomas Rolfes-Carpen-
ter IA [12]; 14. (DNF) 70-Greg 
Jensen-Albert Lea[5]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 90-Ryan 
Wetzstein[3]; 2. 55H-AJ 
Hoff[1]; 3. 71-Jason Cum-
mins[4]; 4. 99-Josh Angst[7]; 
5. 02-Jacob Dahle[6]; 6. 
Z29-AJ Zvorak[5]; 7. (DNF) 
90X-Steve Wetzstein[2]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 83-Ky-
lie Kath[4]; 2. 35JR-Garitt 
Wytaske[2]; 3. 23-Dar-
win Karau[5]; 4. 77-Ja-
cob Stark[6]; 5. 70-Greg 
Jensen[3]; 6. 7S-Todd 
Stinehart[7]; 7. OD-Thomas 
Rolfes[1]
MANKE’S OUTDOOR 
EQUIPMENT HORNETS
A Feature 1 (15 Laps): 1. 
9-Nate Coopman-Mankato 
[6]; 2. 21S-Brian Schott-Red 
Wing[2]; 3. 19-Jerry Coop-
man-Mankato[7]; 4. 3D-Dan-
iel Bjonfald-Bloomington [4]; 
5. 0A-Brian Adams-Mont-
gomery [3]; 6. 511JR-Maison 
Poston-Red Wing [5]; 7. 
16-Brady Albertson-Sauk 
Rapids [9]; 8. 15-Bo No-
ble-Faribault [12]; 9. 45-Mat-
thew Welch- Waseca [8]; 10. 
97X-Carter Kmett-Rochester 
[11]; 11. (DNF) 511-Shawn 
Poston-Red Wing [10]; 12. 
(DNS) 77-Aaron Morgan-Al-
bert Lea; 13. (DNS) 19C-Colin 
Wittenberg-Hastings
Heat 1 (5 Laps): 1. 
511JR-Maison Poston[1]; 
2. 19-Jerry Coopman[7]; 
3. 511-Shawn Poston[4]; 
4. 77-Aaron Morgan[2]; 5. 
45-Matthew Welch[3]; 6. 
(DNF) 15-Bo Noble[6]; 7. 
(DNF) 19C-Colin Witten-
berg[5]
Heat 2 (5 Laps): 1. 21S-Brian 
Schott[2]; 2. 3D-Daniel Bjon-

fald[3]; 3. 16-Brady Albert-
son[5]; 4. 0A-Brian Adams[4]; 
5. 9-Nate Coopman[6]; 6. 
97X-Carter Kmett[1]
HANSEN TIRE WISSOTA 
MIDWEST MODS
A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 1. 
21-Jake Smith-St Joseph 
[1]; 2. 00JR-Greg Pfeifer 
Jr-Austin [5]; 3. 24M-Adam 
Martinson-Blaine [4]; 4. 
83X-Kadden Kath-Owa-
tonna[3]; 5. 17-Trevis 
Underdah-Northfield l[6]; 6. 
83K-Kobie Kath-Owatonna 
[7]; 7. 25W-Dano Ostrand-
er-Deer Creek[8]; 8. 79-Jer-
emy Misgen-New Richland 
[10]; 9. 35-Tony Bloom-Grand 
Meadow [9]; 10. 25-Bran-
don Hines-Becker [2]; 11. 
79H-Luke Hainka-Wanna-
mingo [12]; 12. 33-Darryl 
Hainka-Wannamingo [13]; 
13. (DNF) 27-Brandon Under-
dahl-West Concord[11]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 25W-Da-
no Ostrander[2]; 2. 83K-Ko-
bie Kath[4]; 3. 17-Trevis 
Underdahl[6]; 4. 83X-Kadden 
Kath[3]; 5. 35-Tony Bloom[1]; 
6. 27-Brandon Underdahl[5]; 
7. 33-Darryl Hainka[7]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 00JR-Greg 
Pfeifer Jr[2]; 2. 25-Brandon 
Hines[3]; 3. 24M-Adam Mar-
tinson[6]; 4. 21-Jake Smith[5]; 
5. 79-Jeremy Misgen[4]; 6. 
79H-Luke Hainka[1]
SKJEVELAND SANITATION 
USRA STOCK CARS
A Feature 1 (18 Laps): 1. 
87-Travis Shipman-Mason 
City IA [7]; 2. 14A-Blake Ad-
ams-McIntire IA[5]; 3. 92-Dan 
Mackenthun- Hamburg[10]; 
4. 67II-Chris Toot-Albert 
Lea [3]; 5. 67-Darin Toot[-Al-
bert Lea 4]; 6. 7X-Andrew 
Eischens-Taopi [8]; 7. 
18X-Daniel Eckblad-St Peter 
[1]; 8. 32-Jason Newkirk-Aus-
tin [6]; 9. 16K-Kevin Vogt-
Rose Creek [2]; 10. (DNF) 
29S-Josh Sousa-Alden [9]
Heat 1 (8 Laps): 1. 67-Da-
rin Toot[1]; 2. 87-Travis 
Shipman[2]; 3. 7X-Andrew 
Eischens[3]; 4. 29S-Josh 
Sousa[4]; 5. 92-Dan Mack-
enthun[5]
Heat 2 (8 Laps): 1. 14A-Blake 
Adams[2]; 2. 67II-Chris 
Toot[4]; 3. 32-Jason 
Newkirk[1]; 4. 16K-Kevin 
Vogt[3]; 5. 18X-Daniel Eck-
blad[5]

GOPHER CONFERENCE STANDINGS
SOFTBALL

 Conf. Overall
Randolph 7-1-0 14-4-0
Blooming Prairie 6-3-0 10-6-0
NRHEG 5-1-0 9-4-0
Hayfield 5-2-0 8-6-1
Bethlehem Academy 4-3-0 9-5-0
United South Central 2-2-0 7-2-0
Maple River 2-4-0 3-7-0
WEM 1-6-0 6-7-0
Medford 0-5-0 0-10-1 

BASEBALL
 Conf. Overall
Randolph 7-1-0 14-1-0
Hayfield 7-1-0 12-2-0
NRHEG 5-2-0 7-2-0
Maple River 5-2-0 7-6-0
United South Central 2-3-0 3-4-0
Medford 2-4-0 3-6-0
JWP 2-6-0 4-9-0
Blooming Prairie 0-3-0 1-7-0
WEM 0-6-0 1-7-0

BIG NINE CONFERENCE STANDINGS
SOFTBALL

 Conf. Overall
Mankato West 9-0-0 14-2-0
Winona 8-1-0 15-1-0
Mankato East 8-2-0 11-4-0
Rochester Mayo 7-3-0 10-6-0
Northfield 7-3-0 8-6-0
Owatonna 7-4-0 10-7-0
Red Wing 4-5-0 7-8-0
Faribault 3-7-0 5-10-0
Rochester Century 2-7-0 3-11-0
Rochester John Marshall 1-8-0 4-12-0
Austin 1-8-0 1-12-0
Albert Lea 0-9-0 1-13-0 

BASEBALL
 Conf. Overall
Mankato West 10-0-0 14-0-0
Rochester Century 6-2-0 7-5-0
Red Wing 5-2-0 7-5-0
Rochester Mayo 7-3-0 11-6-0
Albert Lea 4-5-0 5-7-0
Mankato East 3-4-0 7-5-0
Northfield 4-6-0 4-11-0
Winona 3-5-0 6-7-0
Owatonna 3-6-0 7-8-0
Austin 3-6-0 4-10-0
Faribault 2-6-0 4-10-0
Rochester John Marshall 2-7-0 4-10-0

GIRLS LACROSSE
 Conf. Overall
Rochester Century 4-0-0 7-2-0
Owatonna 4-1-0 6-4-0
Mankato 3-2-0 8-2-0
Northfield 2-3-0 3-5-0
Rochester Mayo 1-3-0 1-6-0
Rochester John Marshall/ 
Lourdes 0-5-0 1-9-0

BOYS LACROSSE
 Conf. Overall
Northfield 4-0-0 8-1-0
Mankato 3-1-0 3-4-0
Owatonna 2-2-0 3-5-0
Rochester Mayo 1-3-0 3-5-0
Rochester Century/ 
John Marshall 0-4-0 1-7-0

BOYS TENNIS
 Conf. Overall
Rochester Mayo 11-0-0 13-2-0
Rochester Century 10-1-0 12-1-0
Owatonna 9-2-0 11-2-0
Rochester John Marshall 8-3-0 10-3-0
Mankato West 7-4-0 11-5-0
Mankato East 6-5-0 9-5-0
Northfield 4-6-0 5-9-0
Winona 4-7-0 4-8-0
Red Wing 3-7-0 3-10-0
Austin 2-9-0 4-9-0
Faribault 1-10-0 1-16-0
Albert Lea 0-11-0 0-18-0

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Noah Grinstead of Austin earned a victory in the Double M Transport USRA B Mod 
Feature race Friday at the Chateau Raceway in Lansing.
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE COUNTRY CLUB
One of the finest 9-hole courses 

in Southern Minnesota

Sunday, May 15th
Saturday, May 21st
Saturday ,June 11th
Saturday, July 2nd
Saturday, July 9th
Saturday, July 23rd
Sunday, July 24th
Wednesday, July 27th
Friday, July 29th
August 13th & 14th
Wednesday, August 17th
Saturday,August 20th
Saturday, September 10th
Saturday, October 8th

1-man best shot
3-person best shot
3-person best shot
BP Alumni & Friends Tournament
2-person best shot (Meat Tournament)
2-person (9-9-9) tournament
Junior Club tournament
Women’s Fun Night
BP Chamber Fun Day
BPCC Men’s Club Championship
BPCC Women’s Club Championship
3-person best shot (Reno)
Calcutta tournament
Fall 1-person best shot

Monday night Men’s League started Monday, May 2nd
Tuesday night Men’s League started Tuesday, May 3rd

2022 Blooming Prairie Country Club 
Tournament Schedule

Fall 2-Man League Each Thursday in September

Membership - 

$249.00 

This membership is a full membership and
allows play in league and tournaments. 
It requires a golf cart rental for each round.

This membership is a full membership and
allows play in league and tournaments. 
It requires a golf cart rental for each round.

     Please call the clubhouse at 507-583-2887
     7701 SE 118th St.

     Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
     Follow us on our Facebook page

Golf: A frustratingly fun game
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

After 23 years 
of living 
and being 
an athlete, I 

can confidently say that 
no sport has brought me 
more hours of frustra-
tion and constant mental 
and physical torture 
than the game of golf.

Yet, interestingly 
enough, some of my 
favorite sports memories 
and most rewarding 
moments have also come 
on a golf course.

Despite being a 
mid-90s to mid-100s tier 
golfer — a stat that I 
am neither proud of nor 
ashamed to admit — I 
have hit a hole-in-one in 
my life, and even had a 
witness sign-off on my 
scorecard.

However, one thing 
is consistent about my 
game that has always 
had a stranglehold on 

my sub-par career as an 
amateur golfer: my lack 
of practice and knowl-
edge.

So for this season, I 
decided that I was going 
to change my usual 
routine of showing up, 
hitting 10-15 range balls 
and then hoping for the 
best, and instead, I tried 
to up my game with 
some swing tips.

One thing that I think 
is underrated about the 
game of golf is the fact 
that fine-tuning your 
game is not as difficult as 
it may seem.

While putting and 
getting out of sand traps 
is something that may 
take time and practice 
on the course, there are 
plenty of ways to fix your 
swing by just going to 
the driving range for an 
hour or two.

Quite honestly, one 
aspect of the game that I 
have noticed has helped 

me with my game is one 
of golf’s oldest clichés, 
“Don’t swing too hard.”

As a teenager, I was 
always so focused on 
driving the ball for show 
with every fiber of my 
being.

All that seemed to 
get me was a trip to the 
adjacent fairway after 
my slice pushed the ball 
100 yards off course.

I’ve come to realize 
in my early 20s, that a 
relaxed, fluid swing will 
suffice and do more than 
you may think.

Aside from releasing 
the tension and aggres-
sion from my swing, 
another tip that I picked 
up from my friend, Ian 
O’Connor — a scratch 
golfer and Minnesota 
golf traveler — was to 
focus my putts on more 
than just the hole.

According to O’Con-
nor, the way to dial in 

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Friends Tyler Bartholomew, middle, and Reed Brown, right watch on as round partner Connor Merton, left, attempts a put on hole 18 at 
Brooktree Golf Course last week. Merton made his final put to end the round for the group.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Liam Peterson of Owatonna tries to escape a sand trap on hole 18 at Brooktree Golf Course last week. The influx 
of warm, summer weather has finally brought golfers back to local courses after a long winter. See GOLF on B11 ►
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NOW PREMIERING IN OWATONNA!
An indoor digital News Channel Network.

Come check it out on the big screens at:

Call 507-583-4431

• Lava Burger
El Loro Restaurant•
Eagle’s Club•

• Studio One Salon
• Olivia's
• Don Juan's

• Beauty Nails
Plaza Morena
Snap Fitness

•
•

Interested in a new way of digital advertising?

Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

Huskies golf takes down 
New Ulm at invitational 

The Owatonna boys golf team took 
down New Ulm at the Mankato East 
Invitational last week with a score of 
42.5-29.5.

Owatonna’s squad split into three 
pairings against New Ulm and was vic-
torious in all three matches between 
the two team’s pairings. Earning the 
squad’s widest margin of victory in the 
invitational was its pairing of Mason 
Pelinka and Trenton Lower, who won 
their match play against New Ulm 
15-9. Earlier in the week, Owatonna 
took last place at Northfield Golf Club 
between Northfield, Albert Lea and 
Rochester Mayo with a score of 363. 
Owatonna’s best performance came 
from Quinn Thompson, who took 17th 
place with a score of 88. The Owatonna 
girls team placed fifth in its lone action 
of the week at its home invite last 
Wednesday with a team score of 426.

Carmen Jirele earned the team’s 
best individual finish with a score of 
92 to take home fifth place.

The girls team will compete next at 
Owatonna Country Club on Thurs-
day, May 19 at 1:30 p.m. while the boys 
squad will compete the same day at 
Braemar Golf Course in Edina at 
12:30 p.m.

BP’s seven-match streak 
comes to a close

The Blooming Prairie boys golf 
team’s seven-match win streak came 
to a close last week when the Blos-
soms were edged out by USC by two 
strokes at Oak View Golf Club.

USC took down BP with a final 
score of 163, two strokes ahead of 
Blooming Prairie’s 165. Colin Jordi-

son shot a team-best and second-place 
finishing score of 38, while Tyler Ar-
cher shot a 41 for fifth place and David 
Kartes and Garret Farr shot 43 to tie 
for 10th place. The Blooming Prairie 
girls team took fourth place on the 
other side of the tournament with a 
team score of 249. Both Caitlyn Stangl 
and Ella Farr tied for the team’s best 
score at 57 to tie for seventh place.

Earlier in the week, the boys team 
was able to fend off Waseca to win 
its home dual 171-172, while the girls 
squad took second place to Waseca 
with a score of 208-260.

Up next for both teams is a trip to 
the Gopher Conference Tournament 
at Waseca Lakeside Golf Club on 
Thursday at 10 a.m.

Wilkenson lifts Panthers to 
second place in Maple River

The NRHEG Panthers girls golf 
team took second place behind Triton 
at Riverside Town and Country Club 
last week with a team score of 266.

The boys team did not field a full 
roster and did not compete at the meet.

Grace Wilkenson shot a team-low 
score of 55 to claim fourth place, and 
both Lainee Krohn and Kylee Kruger 
broke the top-10 with ninth and 10th-
place finishes respectively. Earlier 
in the week, the NRHEG girls team 
took second at Kenyon Country Club 
behind Hayfield, while the boys squad 
was once again unable to field a full 
roster. Ciara Stenzel and Krohn shot 
a team-best 75 to tie for sixth place 
on the girls side and Maverik Bueltel 
shot a team-best 47 on the boys side 
for 12th place. Both teams will com-
pete next at the Gopher Conference 
tournament at Waseca Lakeside Club 
on Thursday at 10 a.m.

GOLF BRIEFS

your short game is to 
pick a small spot less 
than a yard in front of 
your club and aim for it 
to create your line.

Focusing on distances 
from eye level to the pin 
distracts you from your 
line, and in turn will 
cause you to miss putts.

Since taking O’Con-
nor’s advice, I’ve come 
to discover that my shot 
tends to follow my exact 
line and hardly stray 

away from my intended 
line.

Lastly, I think it is im-
portant to just appreci-
ate the difficulty of golf.

Hitting the course 
with expectations of 
playing PGA tour-level 
golf is a sure-fire way to 
have a lackluster round.

Handling the ups and 
downs of golf is where 
real progress will be 
made.

Bad shots happen, but 
compounding one error 

with another due to 
frustration is how a bad 
round can turn ugly fast.

My personal goal for 
the summer is to try and 
break 80 one time, but if 
it doesn’t happen, I will 
settle for the low 90s as a 
major improvement.

Feel free to tag me on 
your progress golfing 
this summer by tweeting 
at me on Twitter at my 
handle @JohnnieP_SCT.

Happy golf season 
everybody!

Golf: A frustratingly fun game
◄ GOLF from B10
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said, including prime 
rib every night after 5 
p.m. and walleye and 
shrimp. One addi-
tion, he said, will be 
Bunnie’s Cake, an item 
popular at the Powers’ 
flagship restaurant, 
the Canadian Honker 
in Rochester.

“We’re just excit-
ed to open,” he said, 
adding many familiar 
faces are back at the 
restaurant, which has 
made the re-opening a 

lot easier.
The Hubbell House 

dates back to 1854 
when John Hubbell 
constructed the first 
Hubbell House, a 
16-by-24-foot log struc-
ture. Two years later 
the present three-sto-
ry structure was 
built and it became a 
stopping place along 
the trail from the 
Mississippi River to 
St. Peter. In 1946, Paul 
Pappas purchased the 
Hubbell House and 

established a policy 
of providing excellent 
food.

The Pappas family 
continued to own and 
operate the restaurant 
until its sale to the 
Powers family.

The newly remod-
eled Hubbell House 
will be open Tuesdays 
through Thursdays 
from 3:30 to 9 p.m., 
Friday and Saturdays 
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
and Sundays from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m.

NEWS

search is  
on for top  

senior citizens
Nomination forms 

are now available for 
the 2022 Steele County 
Citizen Volunteer of 
the year. The award 
is sponsored by the 
Steele County Ex-
change Club in coop-
eration with the Steele 
County Free Fair.

A Steele County 
male and female 
senior citizen aged 
70 and over will be 
selected and honored 
on Senior Day at the 
2022 Steele County 
Free Fair.

The award recog-
nizes outstanding 
male and female 
senior citizens who 

have contributed time 
and talent to benefit 
their community 
and its citizens after 
reaching the age of 65. 
Nominees must be 70 
by June 1.

The recognition 
program at the SCFF 
will take place in 
Fair Square Park on 
Senior Day, Thursday, 
Aug. 18 beginning at 
11:30 a.m.

Nomination forms 
are available at the 
SCFF office, the fair’s 
website at www.scff.
org and from Bruce 
Kubicek at 507-456-
7670. Deadline for 
nominations is July 1.

Students, volunteers to clean up 
downtown Owatonna

BY JONI HUBRED
neWs edITOR

It won’t be easy to 
clean up a downtown 
under construction, but 
a group of Owatonna 
volunteers will give it a 
go on May 19.

As they have in 
the past, students and 
staff from the Owa-
tonna Public Schools 
Alternative Learning 
Center (ALC) and 
other volunteers will 
don gloves and pick up 
trash along downtown 
streets. Matt Gillard 
of RE/MAX Venture 
said the territory has 
expanded to include 
other areas of town and 
more parking lots.

“This was started by 
the Alternative Learn-
ing Center 20 years ago,” 
he said. “They’ve always 
taken pride in it.”

Students, who are 
paired with city work-
ers, make their way 
through the cleanup 
route, then everyone 
gathers in Central Park 
for lunch. Mayor Tom 
Kuntz will stop by to 
say a few words, and 
students will have op-
portunities to win door 
prizes.

Gillard and his wife, 
Deb, volunteered six 
years ago to provide 
lunch for the group. 
This year, they’ll enjoy 
pork burgers and hot 
dogs grilled up by Vern 

Wilker of the Steele 
County Pork Producers. 
The Owatonna Elks, 
Eagles, and American 
Legion all get involved 
with providing side 
dishes, drinks, and cut-
lery, while Carla Brady 
of Carla's Candy brings 
in desserts.

“It’s quite a spread of 
food,” Gillard said.

Matt Gillard said he 
learned about the Alter-
native Learning Center 
as part of the Leader-
ship Owatonna pro-
gram–now Owatonna 
Community Leadership 
Academy. Participants 
learn more about key 
elements of the commu-
nity during a series of 
seminars.

The ALC serves stu-
dents in grades 9-12 who 
may face challenges to 
graduating from high 
school in the typical 
four-year program.

“I was really taken 
aback by how much these 
kids go through,” he said. 
“It really hit me hard.”

Matt Gillard said he 
and Deb believe giving 
back to their communi-
ty “is like paying rent 
on the place you live.” 
They hope the lunch, 
prizes, and more send a 
clear message.

“We want the kids to 
know that we appreci-
ate them, and that they 
should take price in 
where they’re going to 
school,” he said.

After Prom donation in BP

Hubbell House opens after renovations 
◄ HUBBELL from B1

tumes, music, and 
scenery necessary for 
the play. Auditions 
were held that night, 
and rehearsals held 
during the rest of the 
week led up to Friday’s 
performances.

The musical fea-
tured original songs: 
“I am the Genie of the 
Lamp” and “A Long 
Time Ago in a Land 
Far Away,” as well 
as authentic Middle 
Eastern music and 

some contemporary 
surprises in the retell-
ing of a tale found in 
“Arabian Nights” or 
“One Thousand and 
One Nights.”

In addition to the 
professionals, the 
students with larger 
speaking parts were:

· Joseph Schwarz as 
Aladdin
· Natalie Winzenburg 
as Serena
· Shelby Schultz as 
Zanda
· Addison Hjelmen as 

Harmonia
· Isaac Stoen as 
Sultan
· Elaine Schwarz as 
Vizier
· Serenity Zirngible 
as Ring Genie.
The remainder of the 

students were cast as 
vagabonds, maidens, 
gemstones, merchants, 
and Club Solar.

The technical crew 
included Nolan Parr, 
Kazaiya Miller, Brody 
Bishop and Bentley 
Miller.

Prairie Fire’s ‘Aladdin’ lights up BP stage
◄ ALADDIN from B1

Calling all talented kids 
who love cooking

There are still spots 
available for children to 
participate in Smokin’ 
in Steele coming to 
Owatonna in June.

Smokin’ organizer 
John Hammer said 
there are spots in both 
7-10 year old and 11-15 
year old categories for 

the event on Friday, 
June 3 at the Steele 
County Fairgrounds.

There is no fee to 
enter. Grills will be pro-
vided as well as char-
coal, meat and mentors.

Visit www.smoki-
ninsteele.com for more 
information.

Foodie Throwdown 
fundraiser coming to 
Hormel Historic Home

Enjoy a flavorful 
night of food and kick 
off the summer, while 
supporting a local 
history museum, at 
the 11th annual Food-
ie Throwdown at the 
Hormel Historic Home 
in Austin.

It will be Saturday, 
May 21 beginning at 
6 p.m. at the Hormel 
Historic Home, 208 4th 
Ave. N.W.

This year’s theme 
is Backyard BBQ will 
feature six chef teams 
serving samples of 
main dishes and des-
serts.

“I’m so excited for 
this annual fundraiser, 
food is my passion and 
the Hormel Historic 
Home has become my 
mission; so the two 
go hand in hand with 
this event,” said Cindy 
Meany, Hormel His-
toric Home executive 
director.

The majority of the 
event is planned for 
outdoors in the Peace 
Garden (event will 
move indoors depend-
ing on weather); attend-

ees are encouraged 
to wear their favorite 
Backyard BBQ attire. 
A silent auction during 
the event is planned 
to raise additional 
funding for the 501©3 
organization as they 
continue to make their 
way through the pan-
demic. Out of caution 
for the rising covid-19 
cases in the Midwest 
the Hormel Historic 
Home has decided to 
reduce the number of 
tickets available, in or-
der to reduce the total 
number of attendees. 
Tickets are available 
at www.hormelhistori-
chome.org or by calling 
507-433-4243. Tickets 
include a main dish 
and dessert sample 
from each of the six 
chef teams; then each 
attendee will vote for 
their favorite of each.

Attendees will also 
hear music by Lar-
ry Erickson and be 
entertained by Emcee 
Comedian Michelle 
Lilly. Beverages will be 
available to purchase 
from a full cash bar.

Area seniors awarded LTO scholarships
Little Theatre of 

Owatonna (LTO) is 
pleased to announce 
its 2022 Veta Alexan-
der Scholarship recip-
ients. The scholarship 
is celebrating its 53rd 
year and has exceeded 
$60,000 in support of 
Steele County high 
school graduates pur-
suing post-secondary 
education.

This year’s recip-
ients are Jackson 
Hemann, son of Anne 
Hemann, and Melanie 
Winzenburg, daughter 
of Lucas and Katie 
Winzenburg. Hemann 
is an Owatonna 
High School senior 
and Winzenburg is 
a Blooming Prairie 
senior.

Jackson Hemann 
has been involved in 
10 Owatonna High 
School theatrical 
productions. He has 
also performed on 
LTO’s stage, Medford 
High School stage, and 

Faribault’s Paradise 
Community Theater. 
His high school activ-
ities included speech, 
the Carolers, and 
concert choir.

“It is Jackson’s 
character that leads 
me to believe he will 
be successful in life,” 
one recommendation 
read. Similarly, an-
other stated, “I believe 
he demonstrates the 
highest quality of 
character both on and 
off stage.”

The Veta Alexander 
Scholarship is espe-
cially meant to recog-
nize these qualities 
and dedication to the 
theatrical arts.

Melanie Winzen-
burg performed in five 
high school produc-
tions at Blooming 
Prairie and was se-
lected for recognition 
in the honors choir. 
Additionally, she 
performed in speech 
for three years and 

participated in four 
different sports. Out of 
school, she is active in 
4-H and her church.

Her recommen-
dations noted her 
dedication and hard 
work. One stated, “She 
is dependable, artistic, 
and immensely tal-
ented,” while another 
remarked, “She (Mel-
anie) can always be 
counted on to handle 
any job assigned in a 
professional manner.”

Recipients are cho-
sen based on academic 
record, community 
involvement, lead-
ership recognition, 
school activities, and 
involvement in LTO 
and/or other drama 
productions.

Recipients use the 
scholarship to fur-
ther their education. 
Hemann plans to 
attend the Univer-
sity of Minnesota to 
study medicine while 
Winzenburg will 

attend Saint Mary’s 
University of Minne-
sota to study health 
sciences.

The Veta Alexander 
Scholarship was estab-
lished in 1969 with this 
year’s winners being 
the 152nd and 153rd 

recipients.
Individual dona-

tions and memorials 
can be made to LTO 
c/o the Veta Alexander 
Scholarship Fund. Lit-
tle Theatre of Owaton-
na considers the youth 
as the most-prized 
assets.

Hemann will be rec-
ognized at Owatonna 
High School at the 2022 
Academic Scholarship 
event May 25. Winzen-
burg was honored May 
11 at the Blooming 
Prairie Senior Awards 
Recognition. Both will 
be honored at open-
ing night of the LTO 
summer production, 
The Color of Stars, 
Friday, June 10.

Always local, 
all the time. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce donated $1,100 to the Blooming Prairie High School After-
Prom Committee to help cover some of the expenses associated with putting on the May 7 event. The funds 
were made possible through the BP Area Chamber of Commerce Gambling Fund. The students participated 
in the grand march, a boat ride, time at Grand Slam Family Fun Center and late-night activities. Non-profits 
are invited to visit the Blooming Prairie Chamber website and complete the Charitable Gambling Funds 
request form. Pictured, from left, are Michael Clayton, Jim Fiebiger, Michelle Sunde, Drew Kittelson, Cade 
Christianson, Haven Carlson, Macy Lembke, Miranda Camery, Emily Glaser and Kymberly Glaser.
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Four FFA members receive State Degrees
BY AVA WOLFE

OHs MaGneT WRITeR

FFA is an organiza-
tion invested in agri-
culture and leadership. 
Four individuals rep-
resented and received 
outstanding awards for 
their accomplishments 
for Owatonna’s FFA 
state level earning state 
degrees. FFA Adviser 
Jamie Gray spoke high-
ly of these four indi-
viduals Jace Katzung, 
Evan Melby, Anna Fox, 
and Natalie Matejcek.

In order for these 
individuals to receive 
these state degrees they 
had to have a SAE (Su-
pervised Agricultural 
Experience) project. An 
SAE in simple terms is 
a FFA member’s person-
al agriculture experi-
ence where the member 
works in an Ag related 
career of their choos-
ing. As an Agriculture 
student, not only would 
taking classes be a ne-

cessity but having to do 
other things outside of 
the classroom is needed 
as well. The next part is 
being a part of the FFA 
chapter and the last 
piece is having an SAE 
project like having a job 
outside of being in FFA. 
Ms. Gray said, “These 
kids have been work-
ing on these projects 
for almost six to seven 
years, they put a lot of 
time and effort into it to 
get to this level and get 
the award.”

All of these students 
had to have jobs or 
businesses that they 
run and earn a certain 
dollar amount or invest 
a certain amount into 
their SAE projects in 
order to be awarded a 
state FFA degree. Ms. 
Gray stated, “For their 
SAE records they had to 
have $2,000 or more in-
vested in their SAE and 
they had to go to ten or 
more leadership events 
above the chapter, so 

that would be regionals, 
state, or national and 
they were interviewed 
by local Ag teachers to 
make sure they quali-
fied for that award.”

Evan Melby ex-
plained in order to earn 
this degree you must 
be an FFA member 
for at least two years 
and must have taken 
at least 360 hours (4 
quarters) of an Ag class 
along with the money 
invested in their SAE 
project or have invest-
ed 600 hours outside 
of school, show active 
leadership in multiple 
ways, must have a 
satisfactory scholastic 
ways, have twenty- five 
hours of community 
service, and again ten 
FFA events outside of 
the FFA chapter. Jace 
Katzung explained that 
FFA has five degrees of 
involvement within the 
organization, these are 
Discovery degree given 
to seventh and eighth 

grade, Greenhand 
degree which is given 
to ninth grade or first-
year members, Chapter 
degree given to tenth 
grade and up, State de-
gree awarded to juniors 
and seniors which is 
the highest award, and 
American degree given 
out to college students. 
These degrees of course 
are given out to those 
who have strong effort, 
organization, and com-
mitment to FFA.

Being a part of 
FFA is a big commit-
ment and has great 
outcomes when you 
achieve those higher 
goals. Ms. Gray said, “ 
Every student has an 
SAE project, but they 
vary greatly. If you 
don’t have a job outside 
of school, your SAE 
might just be the proj-
ects we do in class on 
research or something 
along those lines but 
these students went 
above and beyond.”

Katzung’s, a senior 
at OHS, SAE project in-
cluded three jobs, first, 
he works at Northland 
Farm Systems, he works 
for his grandpa on the 
family farm, and he as 
well raises beef steers. 
Katzung stated, “Hav-
ing now earned my Min-
nesota State FFA degree 
I hope to work towards 
my American degree 
while I’m at college in 
River Falls. Receiving 
my state degree means a 
lot to me. I have earned 
and invested over 20,000 
dollars in my time in 
FFA and have spent 
over 4,000 hours in my 
SAE’s during the last 
four years and this is 
the honor I received  
for it.”

Katzung plans on 
being an Agriscience 
teacher and FFA 
adviser after college. 
He hopes to use his 
experience to further 
his ability to teach 
the next generation of 

youth about the world 
of agriculture. Melby, 
also a senior at OHS, 
has one main SAE 
project which is he 
raises and sells poultry. 
Melby said, “You must 
dedicate your time and 
effort into your chap-
ter.” Natalie Matejcek, 
a senior, has a few SAE 
projects which include 
working on a local 
dairy farm and works 
with her grandpa on 
their elk farm. Junior 
Anna Fox received her 
state degree based on a 
job she had at a local vet 
clinic and working on 
an organic dairy farm. 
Ms. Gray said, “FFA is 
100% what you put in 
you get out, so indi-
vidually the state FFA 
degree is the highest 
degree that you can 
achieve while you are in 
high school.”

FFA will be hosting 
Ag Day on Friday, May 
20 for area elementary 
schools.

Students of the Week
Middle school

Hunter Newberry
Sixth Grade
Parent: Michelle 
Steinberg
Hunter’s kind, 
fun-loving demean-
or puts a smile on 
people’s faces on 

a daily basis. He is respectful to both 
peers and adults and is an absolute joy 
to teach. He puts forth a great effort and 
is a positive role model to those around 
him. Keep being you, Hunter!

High school
Annie Thurnau
Senior
Parents:  
Matthew and  
Karen Thurnau
Annie Thurnau is 
a food connoisseur! 
She is a senior, a big 

supporter of the Huskies, and the man-
ager of the Owatonna girls basketball 
team. Annie has a kind and generous 
soul. She is a people person who often 
shows kindness by sending cards and 
special gifts to friends and staff.

Graduation and 
scholarship Info

Academic & Scholarship Night
Wednesday, May 25
5:30-7 p.m.
OHS Gym

Commencement
Friday, June 3
7 p.m.
OHS Football Stadium

Rain Date: Sunday, June 5 at 7 p.m.

Top elementary musicians selected 
for First Year Honor Band

Congratulations to 19 fifth grade 
band students who were selected 
for the 2022 First Year Honor Band. 
SEMNBDA (SE MN Band Direc-
tors Association) annually hosts a 
regional honor band for first and 
second year musicians, which was 
held in Hastings this year. More 
than 100 students across the region 
came together on May 7 to prepare 
a concert together. Their band 
director, Holly Guenther, who is an 
active member in SEMBDA, helped 
organize this year’s honor band 
event.

Owatonna band students included:
Flute
Rosie Procopio, Lincoln
Kaia Swenson, Washington
Addy Willaert, Wilson
Clarinet
Evan Guenther, Lincoln
Carson Whalen, Lincoln
Andren Rud, McKInley
Regan Drever, Washington
Camryn Fox, Washington
Max Lyons, Washington
Sorin Mountain, Washington
Trumpet
Shaela Karlen, McKinley

Riley Callahan, Washington
Fable Robinson, Washington
Horn
Patrick Nichols, McKinley
Trombone
Mack Dickerson, Washington
Elliot Zufall, Lincoln
Baritone
Vince Christianson, McKinley
Andrew Jacott, McKinley
Percussion
Kenna Sackett, McKinley

Missing from photo: Vince Chris-
tianson and Andrew Jacott.

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576 • www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Monday-Friday 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

National FFA President Cole Baelocher 
congratulates Jace Katzung on obtaining 
a State FFA Degree, the highest honor 
available for supervised ag experiences.

Cole Baelocher, president of National 
FFA, presents Evan Melby with his State 
FFA Degree award.

Anna Fox is one of four Owatonna 
FFA members receiving the State FFA 
Degree. She accepts the honor from 
Cole Baelocher, National FFA president.

Senior Natalie Matejcek receives her 
State FFA Degree from National FFA 
President Cole Baelocher.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

FORECLOSURE

PROBATE

NOTICE OF  
MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That default has 
occurred in the conditions 
of the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
May 6, 2016

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $148,265.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Jody L 
Kewatt, a single man

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 

Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for American Mort-
gage & Equity Consul-
tants, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE 
OF FILING: Record-
ed on May 10, 2016 
as Document Number 
A000407488; as modified 
of record by document 
recorded on October 20, 
2020 as Document Num-
ber A000432158 in the 
Office of the County Re-
corder of Steele County, 
Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned 
to: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation by as-
signment recorded on 
September 16, 2019 
as Document Number 
A000425435 in the Office 
of the County Recorder 
of Steele County, Minne-
sota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: Lot 11, 
Block 2, and the East 28 
feet of Lot 10, Block 2, 

Pine Corner Addition to 
Owatonna, Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 520 18TH 
ST SE, OWATONNA, MN 
55060

COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCAT-
ED: Steele County, Min-
nesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$155,138.80

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: American 
Mortgage & Equity Con-
sultants, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Freedom Mort-
gage Corporation

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER: 17-
212-0211

T R A N S A C T I O N 
AGENT’S MORTGAGE 
I D E N T I F I C A T I O N 
NUMBER: 1008671-
0000042934-8

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been insti-
tuted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining se-
cured by such mortgage, 
or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceed-
ing has been instituted, 
that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judg-

ment rendered therein 
has been returned unsat-
isfied, in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: June 21, 2022 at 
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actual-
ly paid by the mortgag-
ee, on the premises and 
the costs and disburse-
ments allowed by law.  
The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months 
from the date of sale.  

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: 
Unless said mortgage is 
reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption 
is reduced by judicial or-
der, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. 
on December 21, 2022.

THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 

IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: April 25, 2022

FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By:  /s/  
 
N. Kibongni  
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, 
Esq.
*Sung Woo Hong, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(19-1305-FC02)

THIS IS A  
COMMUNICATION 

FROM A DEBT  
COLLECTOR.

5/4T6

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

PROBATE COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.
74-PR-22-545

Estate of 
Merle Felix Meixner a/k/a 
Merle F. Meixner a/k/a 
Merle Meixner,
 Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 

PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an 
application for informal 
probate of the Decedent’s 
Will, dated September 28, 
2018, (“Will”), has been 
filed with the Registrar.  
The application has been 
granted.  

Notice is also given that 
the Registrar has infor-
mally appointed Brenda J. 
Sammon, whose address 
is 7678 SW 38th Street, 
Owatonna, Minnesota, 
55060, as personal repre-
sentative of the Estate of 
the Decedent.  Any heir, 
devisee or other interest-
ed person may be entitled 
to appointment as per-
sonal representative or 
may object to the appoint-
ment of the personal rep-
resentative.  Unless ob-
jections are filed with the 
Court (pursuant to Min-
nesota Statutes section 
524.3-607) and the Court 
otherwise orders, the per-
sonal representative has 
full power to administer 
the Estate, including, af-
ter 30 days from the date 
of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real 
estate.  

Any objections to the 
probate of the Will or ap-
pointment of the Personal 
Representative must be 
filed with this Court and 
will be heard by the Court 
after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper 
notice of hearing.  

Notice is also given 
that (subject to Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.3-
801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate 
are required to present 
the claims to the person-
al representative or to the 
Court Administrator with-
in four months after the 
date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated: 4/25/2022  
/s/ Darla J. Busian

Registrar

Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator

   
Attorney for Personal 
Representative  
Sarah E. Berger 
Sarah Berger Law, PLLC 
2738 West River Park-
way Minneapolis, MN, 
55406 
Attorney License No: 
0393547 
Telephone: (612) 548-
1544 
Email: sarah@sarahber-
gerlaw.com

5/11T2

CONGRATULATE your graduate in the paper with a THEN childhood 
photo and NOW graduate photo for a fun keepsake to remember.

Extend best wishes to your favorite graduate in our special  
section appearing in late May. 

Email THEN and NOW photos to:
cwolff@steelecountytimes.com  

or fill out the form and mail or stop in:
STEELE COUNTY TIMES

109 W. Rose St.  P.O. Box 247 (411 E. Main St.)
Owatonna, MN 55060 Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Cost: $20  //  Deadline: Friday, May 6

HEY Mom & Dad, Grandma & Grandpa!HEY Mom & Dad, Grandma & Grandpa!

NAME: ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________

SCHOOL:  _________________________________________________

PHONE:  __________________________________________________

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________

CREDIT CARD INFO: _______________________________________

CARD EXPIRES: ________________ 3-DIGIT CODE: ____________

MESSAGE: (UP TO 30 WORDS) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

SCHOOL’S NAME + LOGO

SAMPLE TEXT: Your new chapter is 
just beginning. Fly high and continue 
to be you. There are no words that can 
adequately describe how much you are 
loved by all of us. Go do amazing things 
and know we are always here to support 
you. 

Love, Mom and Dad 

NOWNOW
 

THENTHEN
FIRST & LAST NAME

SAMPLE CONGRATULATORY AD FOR YOUR SPECIAL GRAD

Always Local. 
All The Time.

STEELE  
COUNTY TIMES
411 E. MAIN STREET
BLOOMING PRAIRIE
MINNESOTA 55917

AND
109 W. ROSE ST

OWATONNA
MINNESOTA 55060

507-583-4431
OWATONNA (#1)

BLOOMING PRAIRIE (#2)

PUBLISHER
RICK BUSSLER

SPORTS
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

NEWS 
KAY FATE

HOWARD LESTRUD
JONI HUBRED

BLOOMING PRAIRIE  
OFFICE MANAGER
SHERRIE PECHAN

OWATONNA 
OFFICE MANAGER
CHARLENE WOLFF

SALES 
CALEB BUSSLER
WYONNE PRIEBE

HOMETOWN NEWS 
THAT MAKES A 

DIFFERENCE

News • Sports • Obituaries
 Features • More!

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWS!
ANYWHERE- ANYTIME

WWW.STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

Hometown news that  
makes a difference!

Always local,
All the time.
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WANTED

COINS
NEED CASH? I give 
free appraisals of your 
older coins from 1964 
and older. I am also 
looking to buy older 
coins such as silver 
dollars, halves, quar-
ters, dimes, and Indi-
an Head cents. Please 
call Ron from Hayfield 
at 507-477-2427 or 
507-259-6460. 4/21T6

BIG 4 BEDROOM, 3 
bath, 2-car garage with 
opener. All new inside 
including all new ap-
pliances. AVAILABLE 
NOW. References, 
deposit, and one year 
lease required. $1,500/
month. 507-374-2204 
or 507-951-1085.  
 12/30TFN

FOR SALE: 2 RES-
IDENTIAL LOTS in 
Hayfield. Call 507-421-
1683.                   5/5T3pd

MOVING SALE 75856 
Highway 218 S, Bloom-
ing Prairie. Friday, May 
13 from 3 p.m.-7 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 14 
from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Items include furniture, 
kitchen, misc. house-

steelecountytimes.com

WANTED 
TO BUY    
Old Hit n Miss Engines or Old Engine Carts
Any condition - They don't need to run

What do you have in that 
old barn, granary, or shed?

Paying Cash 

Call Ron  507-456-1602

FOR RENT

hold items. Wooden 
crib, changing table 
& highchair. Tread-
mill. BP Blossom corn 
hole set. Various lawn 
care equipment. Many 
Coach purses! Wom-
en’s coats, clothing, 
boots & shoes. Christ-
mas tree and holiday 
decor. Too many items 
to list! 

ACROSS
1 Tropical root
5 Poison ivy woe
9 Deep cut

13 Basketball goal
14 Bruce Lee flick, 

"____ the 
Dragon"

16 Graph or mobile
starter

17 Trucker's turf
19 "That's enough!"
20 Hush-hush
21 James Arness 

series
23 Pale as a ghost
25 Royal 

residences
26 Setting for 

Sinclair's "The 
Jungle"

30 Animal dwelling
31 Connecting point
32 Get together
34 Clothing 

closures 63 Swashbuckling 9 Major pipeline 38 Comics page 
37 Afternoon hour Flynn 10 Dictatorial offering
38 Unlikely to share 64 Speck 11 Feed, as a fire 39 "Slow-pitch" 
40 Kind of party 65 Culturally showy 12 Aspirations sport
41 Archipelago part 66 Calm period 15 Concerning 42 Corrode
43 Showroom 67 Type of sock kidneys 44 Type of exercise

model 18 Breather 46 Shoot from 
44 Spacious DOWN 22 URL character cover
45 Rabbit ___ 1 With-ring link 24 Traffic sign 48 Italian bread
47 Ponders 2 First-rate 26 Pro's foe 49 Car named for a
49 Winery event 3 Campus mil. 27 Gift toppers physicist
52 Ruckus group 28 Young person 50 Fall flower
53 Con's plan 4 Run, as a 29 Send to a 51 Tree knot
55 Witches' rides business specialist 54 Wise one
59 Hearty dish 5 Setting in part of 33 What "x" may 56 Something in the
60 Former "Ameri- "The Notebook" mean air

can Idol" judge 6 Aardvark's tidbit 35 Flippant 57 Remote button
62 Musical Horne 7 For men only 36 "___ who?" 58 Picnic dish

8 In a lather 61 ROFL alternative

Week of 5/16/22 - 5/22/22 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2022 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Solution to Crossword: 
TARORASHGASH
HOOPENTERAUTO
INTERSTATESTOP
SECRETGUNSMOKE

ASHYPALACES
ABATTOIRLAIR
NODEMEETSNAPS
TWOSELFISHTEA
ISLETDEMOAIRY

EARSREFLECTS
TASTINGSTIR
ESCAPINGBROOMS
STEWPAULAABDUL
LENAERROLIOTA
ARTYLULLCREW

DODGE CENTER GA-
RAGE SALE: 50% 
OFF ALL CDs, DVDs & 
VIDEO GAMES! Sale 
held May 19 thru May 
25 (Closed Friday). 
Open Monday - Thurs-
day 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and Saturday 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Only at DA-
NO’S CONSIGNMENT 
STORE 32 E. MAIN 
ST., DODGE CEN-
TER. 

GARAGE SALE

FOR SALE

BYRON GARAGE 
SALE 238 10th ST NE, 
BYRON. Wed May 18, 
12-6, Thurs & Fri May 
19 & 20 9-6 Young 
men’s clothes, wom-
en’s size 1X-3X, puz-
zles,  lots of Christmas, 
brand name shoes, 
several lamps, small 
kitchen appliances, 
Memories of Yesterday 
collection, porcelain 
dolls and yard tools. 
5/19pd

king-size bed lift, other 
misc.                   5/19T2pd

WANTED: SINGLE 
CAR GARAGE in 
good condition. To be 
moved. 12-16 feet wide 
by 20-24 feet deep. 
507-259-1201 
5/19T3pd 

WE’RE NOW
OPEN!

Owatonna location for
Steele County Times

We’re now ready to serve you from our new location at 109 W. 
Rose St. in downtown Owatonna. Charlene Wolff is ready to 

serve customers from this office from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

We’re excited to serve our customers from 
two great locations!

NEW LOCATION 
109 W. Rose St 

Owatonna

MAIN LOCATION
411 E. Main St.

Blooming Prairie
Stop in at either office for any need or call 507-583-4431

BYRON GARAGE 
SALE 830 3rd St. NE, 
Byron, Thursday, May 
26, and Friday, May 27, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Two 
women’s bikes, two 
weed eaters, foosball 
table, boy and girl teen 
clothes, office chair, 
holiday decorations, 
Nerf guns, household 
items, bench, floor 
cleaner, lamp, garden 
stakes, chain saw and 
accessories, electric 

NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN THE  
PINE HAVEN COMMUNITY  

team in providing compassionate care for seniors!

NEW WAGE SCALE • HOT OPENING!
CNA $22-$22.36/HR

Housekeeper $16-$17.87/HR
Full time and part time shifts available.

Free health care insurance, company paid retirement 
contribution, generous paid time off  

(PTO) program, scholarship assistance & more.

To view current openings and apply visit: 
www.pinehavencommunity.org or contact 
Human Resources at 507-356-8304 ext.112.

210 3rd ST NW 
PINE ISLAND • MN 55963

Pine Haven is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
TFN
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HOMeTOWnEXTRA
CLInTOn FaLLs

STORY AND PHOTOS BY RICK BUSSLER

WILD AND RARE
Ibbersons, DNR keep 
tabs on endangered 
wildflowers in Steele

On a beauti-
ful spring 
morning, 

Jerry and Karen 
Ibberson, who call 
themselves “profes-
sional volunteers,” 
carefully survey 
the ground look-
ing for a federally 
endangered forest 
wildflower in Steele 
County.

They are concen-
trating their efforts 
on a remote island 
along the Straight 
River in Clinton 
Falls Township just 
off County Road 45 
between Medford 
and Owatonna. The 
only way to access 
the area acquired by 
the State of Min-
nesota in 2012 is to 
cross over from a 
private residence.

The Ibbersons are 
focused on finding 
the Minnesota 
Dwarf Trout Lily, 
which is consid-
ered a Minnesota 
“endemic,” which 
means it’s a species 
that grows in Min-
nesota and nowhere 
else on earth. The 
lily is known only 
to three counties in 
Minnesota, includ-
ing Steele, Rice and 
Goodhue.

Jerry throws 
a backpack over 
his shoulder and 
straps a homemade 
holster of PVC pipe 
closed at one end 
and with a strap on 
the other. They are 
also equipped with 
bright orange flags.

On this partic-
ular day, they are 
joined by Derek 
Anderson, botanist/
plant ecologist with 
the DNR. They 
will survey 50 plots 
measuring 1 meter 
by 1 meter over the 
course of several 
hours and record 
the numbers for 
each plot.

Once the grid is 
in place, they begin 
counting the lilies in 
the square.

The numbers 
didn’t start out 
very strong as the 
Ibbersons recorded 
“0s” for the first half 
dozen plots. Karen 
Ibberson carries 
a clipboard with a 
numerical list of the 
squares.

In another plot, 
they found only 23 
this year compared 
to 98 the previous 
year. “This plot has 
had some wide fluc-
tuations,” Ander-
son said.

“We need to keep 
tabs on it,” Jerry 
Ibberson said of 
the dwarf trout lily. 
“We’re keeping 
track of the num-
bers.”

Each spring the 
DNR conducts bio-
logical surveys with 
the help of volun-
teers like the Ibber-
sons. Anderson said 
they typically have 
only a two-week 
window in which to 
conduct the surveys 
for this particular 
wildflower.

“This tells us if 
there are positive 
or negative trends,” 

Anderson said, 
adding the DNR is 
tasked with the nat-
ural heritage of what 
exists in Minnesota 
through the surveys.

In the case of 
the dwarf trout lily, 
Anderson said he 
doesn’t know if cer-
tain moisture levels 
bolster the flower or 
what exactly drives 
the numbers. “It’s a 
good question–one 
of the things we’re 
trying to figure out,” 
he said.

“This is so we 
know what’s hap-
pening,” Anderson 
explained. “It helps 
us from keeping it 
from completely 
disappearing from 
the landscape. One of 
the facets of the DNR 
is protecting them. 
We want to make 
sure they are here for 
future generations.

“This is a sam-
pling of the best of 
the best of Minne-
sota.”

Anderson calls 
Faribault the 
“epicenter of the 
population” for the 
dwarf trout lily. The 
surveys at Clinton 
Falls began in 2016.

Dwarf  
Trout Lily
There are three 

species of trout lily 
in Minnesota: the 
Minnesota dwarf 
trout lily, the white 
trout lily and the 
yellow trout lily. 
All have tapering 
green leaves lightly 
mottled with a grey-
ish-white pattern. 
Huge patches of 
leaves with very few 
flowers are charac-
teristic of trout lilies 
and are common in 
all three species.

Flowers of the 
dwarf trout lily are 
about the size of a 
dime or less, pale 
pink, with a variable 
number of petals.

The rarity of 
the lily is probably 
best explained by 
its unusual mode of 
reproduction. Un-
like many flowering 
plants, the dwarf 
trout lily almost nev-
er produces seed. In-

stead it grows from 
an underground 
bulb that renews 
itself annually.

Like all native 
species, the dwarf 
trout lily has its 
own specific niche 
in the ecosystem 
and relationships 
to other plants 
and animals with 
which it lives. The 
Minnesota dwarf 
trout lily possesses a 
genetic and chemical 
makeup unlike that 
of any other plant. It 
is known to be most 
genetically similar 
to the closely related 
white trout lily from 
which it is believed 
to have evolved no 
more than 9,000 
years ago.

Officials with the 
Minnesota DNR say 
the unique genetic 
information in each 
species is potentially 
valuable for every-
one. Alkaloids from 
many wild plants 
are active ingredi-
ents in medicines 
and other useful 
products. Loss of 
the dwarf trout lily 
would eliminate 
forever the potential 
for such benefits.

Habitat destruc-
tion is the single 
greatest threat to 
the dwarf trout lily 
at the present time. 
Housing develop-
ments, logging and 
expanded agricul-
tural operations in-
crease the chances 
that the few remain-
ing populations 
could be destroyed.

The DNR’s 
Anderson said the 
dwarf trout lily at 
Clinton Falls was 

actually discovered 
by a canoeist going 
down the Straight 
River at least 15 
years ago. After the 
discovery, the DNR 
purchased the land 
in 2012 and turned it 
into a natural area.

“We’re looking 
for a way to preserve 
it,” Anderson said. 
“This is nice quality 
river forest.”

Volunteers 
vital
The Ibbersons, 

who live in El-
lendale and have 
been married for 
16 years, became 
volunteers with the 
DNR in 2008. Karen 
Ibberson said it was 
quite by accident 
how they got inter-

ested in helping out.
They had heard 

about trout lilies, 
and while camping 
at Nerstrand Woods 
State Park, they saw 
one. When they went 
back a week later, 
they saw a woman 
at a picnic table with 
lots of flags. After 
inquiring what was 
going on, the woman 
said, “None of my 
volunteers showed 
up. Do you want to 
work?”

Jerry and Karen 
have been hooked 
ever since. And, as 
they pointed out, 
why not?

“It gets us out-
side,” Karen Ibber-
son says. “Being out-
side with the birds 
and the flowers.”

Besides monitor-
ing the dwarf trout 
lily, the Ibbersons 
also conduct surveys 
for small white lady 
slippers, which grow 
in a ditch by Hope.

Volunteers like 
the Ibbersons are 
vital to the mission 
of the DNR, Ander-
son said. “What I do 
would not be possible 
without Jerry and 
Karen. I can’t speak 
them up enough to 
the critical role they 
provide to the de-
partment,” he said. 
“It’s helpful to have 
champions for this 
type of work.”

While Anderson 
enjoys working with 
volunteers, he’s in 
love with his job for 
another reason.

“It’s hard to beat 
an office like this,” 
Anderson said point-
ing to his surround-
ings along the river. 
“Being outdoors.”

Karen and Jerry Ibberson utilize PVC pipe and pink flags to survey a natural area along the Straight River by Clinton Falls 
with the help of Derek Anderson with the Minnesota DNR, far right.

“It’s helpful to have champions 
for this type of work.”

Derek Anderson
MN DNR
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