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INSIDE AREA DEATHS

New Owatonna trees honor 
retired city employees

BY JONI HUBRED
NEWS EDITOR

The City of Owaton-
na gained 15 trees on 
April 29, in honor of 
retirees who left the city 
from 2019 to 2021.

Retirees and family 
members, along with 
city staff and Mayor 
Tom Kuntz, gathered 
on Earth Day for brief 
ceremonies at the city 
campus on West Hills 
Circle and at the Owa-
tonna Library.

Ron Segner, who 
worked in the city’s en-
gineering department, 
chose a particular 
spot for his Northern 
Red Oak. He said he 
chose the tree because 
it seemed sturdy and 
requested a spot that 
looked very familiar  
to him.

Expert: Spring 
planting not 
too late – yet

BY KAY FATE
STAFF WRITER

After one of the 
wettest springs on 
record, that breeze 
you felt last weekend 
may have been the 
collective sighs of 
relief from farmers in 
the area.

Temperatures hit 
70 degrees with warm 
sunshine, which is 
good news for most of 
us – but great news if 
you’re a farmer.

Even better: The 
warmth is expected to 
continue this week.

“There’s good 
news and not-so-good 
news,” said Dave 
Nicolai, University of 
Minnesota Regional 
Extension Educator 
Crops. “The good 

news is, we were in 
a slight to moderate 
drought, and we’re out 
of that.”

The not-so-good 
news, as he called it, 
is that “we’re plant-
ing a little bit later 
than we’d like to. The 
typical sweet spot is 
the last week in April, 
the first week of May. 
If it gets to be the end 
of May, yeah, then it 
becomes an issue.”

As Steele Coun-
ty farmers wait to 
get into the fields, 
“they’re taking care 
of repairs, getting sup-
plies, and marketing, 
marketing, market-
ing,” Nicolai said.

The majority of 
work in the fields 
Friday and Saturday 

Area schools promote good choices
BP: Crashes 

are life 
changing

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The sun was intense 
nearing 50 degrees 
on a spring morning 
(Friday, May 6) and the 
mood at Blooming Prai-
rie High School seemed 
normal until...

Two cars collided 
killing two youngsters 
and causing serious 
injuries to others in the 
two cars.

Emergency sirens 
sounded as 180 Bloom-
ing Prairie High School 
students watched an out-
door classroom setting 
of a mock, two-car crash 
unfold in front of them.

With prom season 
in full swing, a mock 
car crash was staged to 
provide a real setting 
of what can happen if 
drinking and distracted 

Med: Sobering 
lessons from  
mock crash

BY JONI HUBRED
NEWS EDITOR

Medford High junior 
Jenesis McGuire looked 
genuinely frightened 
Thursday morning as a 
Steele County Sheriff’s 
deputy administered a 
roadside sobriety test.

McGuire was among 
several members of 
S.A.D.D. (Students 
Against Destructive 
Decisions) who played 
roles in a mock crash 
set up in the school 
parking lot. The night 
before, officials set up a 
collision scene involv-
ing two vehicles with 
one student severely 
injured and another 
dead at the scene.

“I was a little ner-
vous,” McGuire said. 
“You see stuff on TV, 
but it’s different when 
you’re acting in it.”

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Christian music set the stage for the National Day of Prayer Thursday in Owatonna. The Lights of Litomysl led the prayer warriors with a variety of patriotic and 
contemporary Christian songs. The praise team includes, from left: Brian Johnson, Darcy Kubat, James Konz on the drum set, Nora Anderson in the foreground, Monica 
Anderson, Andrea Johnson and Troy Anderson. See Page 1B for more about the prayer event. 
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See EXPERT on A14 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Ron Segner, left, who retired from the City of Owatonna engineering department, 
helped plant the northern red oak tree he chose with help from public works 
employees Brad Schrohte, Dave Gerhartz, and Clay Rehtmeyer. See TREES on A14 ►

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie High School senior Melanie Winzenburg assumed the role of the driver of the crash-causing 
car. She tries to wake fellow student Abby Smith during a mock car crash scene near Victory Field on Friday. See CRASHES on A10 ► See SOBERING on A9 ►
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Former BP teacher tells his story 
of daughter killed by drunk driver

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

“You people are all 
very precious,” former 
Blooming Prairie teach-
er Roger Sorenson told 
Blooming Prairie High 
school students as they 
prepared to celebrate 
prom.

Sorenson was asked 
to speak to high school 
students for the purpose 
of emphasizing that 
they be safe during the 
time of prom.

He spoke to 180 
students last Friday 
afternoon in the high 
school gymnasium, the 
day before many were 
planning to go to prom.

Sorenson’s daughter, 
Kelly Jo, was killed by 
a drunk driver 35 years 
ago. She was 19.

Sorenson is a former 
Blooming Prairie En-
glish and history teach-
er. His wife Joanne is a 
registered nurse. They 
also have a son Jeff.

Before Sorenson 
took to the podium, 
student Abby Smith 
read a poem about 
the tragedy that was 
duplicated earlier in the 
day. She addressed it to 
her mom. Smith was a 
crash victim.

Four uniformed 
Blooming Prairie police 
officers entered the gym 
with senior Melanie 
Winzenburg.

She was the driver 
of a car that caused 
two deaths. She was in 
handcuffs and shackled 
at the ankles. This was 
real simulation.

City Attorney Jason 
Iacavino addressed the 
crowd telling students 
what the consequences 
would be after being 
convicted of drunk 
driving.

He outlined five 
counts against her. 
“Drunk driving has its 
consequences,” Iacovi-

no told the audience. He 
said Winzenburg could 
be sentenced to 10 years 
in prison with a $20,000 
fine for each victim.

“I have a story to tell 
and it will not be easy,” 
Sorenson said, adding 
this was the first time 
he had been asked to 
speak to high school 
students.

He has spoken to 
MADD Impact Panel 
groups where those 
convicted of drunken 
driving are required to 
listen to statements from 
family members of vic-
tims of drunk drivers.

Sorenson said his 
daughter Kelly Jo was 
full of life, loved golf 
and music. “Kelly had 
so much to offer,” Soren-
son said. “Now, we had 
to plan a funeral.”

On June 19, 1984, 
many lives were 
changed. That’s when 
Kelly Jo was riding in 
an automobile that was 
struck by a car driven 

by a drunk driver. Pho-
tos of the crash were 
placed on two chairs 
next to Sorenson.

“We heard our door 
bell ring at 4:30 in the 

morning,” recalls So-
renson. It was a Minne-
sota State Patrol troop-
er informing Sorenson 
that his daughter was 
killed in a car crash.

Sorenson said the 
drunk driver “left 
an empty spot in our 
family.” Kelly’s friend, 
the driver, was critical-
ly injured. The drunk 

driver survived. He was 
arrested for DWI four 
years later.

Frustrated by the 
court system, Sorenson 
said the drunk driver re-
ceived a light sentence.

Two things might 
happen if you drink and 
drive, Sorenson said. 
“You might be killed 
and you might kill 
someone,” he said.

“Use good judgment 
and make good choic-
es,” Sorenson urges. 
He said with prom 
and graduation on the 
horizon, there will be 
parties. “Use wisdom 
when going to these 
parties.”

“I wish you a happy, 
safe life,” Sorenson told 
the students in conclu-
sion.

His presentation was 
greeted by loud ap-
plause. Many students 
also approached Soren-
son and thanked him 
for speaking to them 
about being safe.

schmit studies people 
who make impact

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

Blending humor and per-
sonal experiences, KSTP-
TV Sports Director Joe 
Schmit had his audience 
totally locked in.

He made an impact as 
a featured speaker at an 
open house for the Brick-
Meger Funeral Home of 
Owatonna, commemorat-
ing 125 years. Schmit, an 
Emmy-award winning TV 
broadcaster, was in his 
element last Thursday at 
Brick-Meger.

He tweaked the attention 
of his audience by saying he 
knew “a lot about sorrow” 
and that’s because he cov-
ers Minnesota sports.

Saluting the Brick-Meger 
legacy, Schmit said he 
studies people who make an 
impact. He started by prais-

ing former University of 
Minnesota track coach Roy 
Griak and then he turned to 
a popular Minnesota-born 
athlete, Joe Mauer.

He set the table for his 
inspirational speech on 
having an impact on people 
by telling a story about for-
mer Minnesota Twins great 
Joe Mauer.

Schmit shared the story 
about Mauer, then a student 
at Cretin-Derham Hall High 
School in St. Paul. He said 
Mauer led a blind person to 
the lunch room every school 
day. “It was the right thing to 
do,” Mauer had told Schmit.

Schmit then underlined 
the heart of his speech, em-
phasizing the 3-Ps: purpose, 
persistence and passion.

“Joe Mauer cared and 
that made an impact,” 
Schmit said.

Batt spins folklore  
into his talk

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

“I can’t wait to see what 
kind of spin Al puts on his 
talk today,” said Glen Meger 
as he introduced the second 
of two speakers for the day 
at an open house commem-
orating 125 years of service 
at Brick-Meger Funeral 
Home of Owatonna.

Meger, of course, was 
referring to well known area 
humorist Al Batt of Hartland.

Batt is not only a star at 
telling stories, he is also an 
author of nature columns 
for many newspapers and 
magazines.

Batt has an appealing 
manner in his speaking. He 
rambles but does so in a cre-
ative way, revealing his love 
for being a Minnesotan.

Saying he was grateful 
and humble to be on the 

speakers platform, Batt 
said he had just finished a 
walk in the Kaplan woods 
near Owatonna.

He then began talking 
about growing up on the 
farm. “Do you remember 
when we could eat anything 
we wanted?” Batt asked. 
Seeing many nodding heads, 
Batt then began talking 
about his grandmother. “She 
had 12 kids,” Batt said.

In his younger days, 
Batt confessed that “misbe-
havin’” was his main char-
acter trait. He then talked 
about having a BB gun. 
“Grandma always warned 
us that we might put an eye 
out with that gun.

“Grandma wanted us 
outside where we could 
do what we wanted to do,” 
Batt said.

He then told of his father 

BP Council 
to consider 

chicken 
ordinance

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

Coming soon to a coop near 
you: Chickens?

The Blooming Prairie City 
Council is considering an 
ordinance that would allow 
chickens within city limits.

It’s a growing trend – 
possibly becoming even more 
popular with the price of eggs 
climbing and availability 
falling, thanks to the growing 
number of avian flu cases in 
the state.

A public hearing to allow 
for input on the proposal 
is set for 7:05 p.m. June 13, 
prior to the next City Council 
meeting.

The ordinance would 
limit the number of hens to 
four; ban roosters; clarify 
requirements about coops, 
runs, setbacks, and sanitary 
considerations; and set a 
permit fee.

It will be the second public 
hearing of the evening: At 7 
p.m., council members will 
also receive input about pro-
posed changes to the existing 
animal control ordinance, 
one that regulates just cats 
and dogs.

“I and a multitude of peo-
ple have been breaking that 
law for years,” said BP coun-
cil member Bill Newman. He 
was talking about the current 
restriction of dogs in city 
parks, regardless of whether 
they are on a leash.

In a motion that passed 4-1 
– with Newman the dissenting 
vote – the Council clarified 
the ordinance to prohibit dogs 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Former Blooming Prairie High School teacher Roger Sorenson spoke about being safe at prom time to BPHS students in grades 10-12. His 
daughter was killed by a drunk driver 35 years ago. Photos of the crash were placed next to the podium when Sorenson spoke.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Blooming Prairie High School senior Melanie Winzenburg was a student actor 
convicted of drunk driving. She was led into the BP gym last Friday by four BP 
police officers and by City Attorney Jason Iacavino. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Well-known sports broadcaster Joe Schmit carries an 
inspirational message to Brick-Meger Funeral Home in 
Owatonna May 5. Pork burgers grilled by the Steele County 
Pork Producers were featured. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Humorist Al Batt of Hartland was a guest speaker at Brick-
Meger Funeral Home's Open House commemorating 125 years 
last Thursday in Owatonna.

Commemorating 125 years with impact

See 125 YEARS on A5 ► See BATT on A5 ► See BP COUNCIL on A18 ►
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What do 2 BP principals have in common?
Worke: Mom developed 

interest in cooking
BY HOWARD LESTRUD

COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

Since the grilling 
season is upon 
us, The Times 

decided to contact our 
two Blooming Prairie 
School District princi-
pals who have declared 
a shared interest in 
grilling and cooking.

The Times recently 
interviewed Blooming 
Prairie High School 
Principal John Worke 
and Blooming Prairie 
Elementary School 
Principal Jacob 
Schwarz and visited 
about food.

The principals’ food 
interests are revealed 
in two separate stories. 
Both are linked, not 
only by their education-
al responsibilities, but 
by food.

Find out what foods 
they like to prepare and 
learn what foods they 
like to eat.

BON APPETIT!
Big Part of Life
“There’s nothing 

better than a perfectly 
grilled steak,” says 
Principal John Worke.

Just the thought of 
putting a nice piece of 
meat on the grill acti-
vates Worke’s taste buds 
and makes him forget 
for just a moment, the 
sound of a school bell 
ringing and sounding a 
change in classes.

Worke, a BPHS grad-
uate, said food serves 
as a stress reliever for 
him. “It’s a weekend 
away for me,” he added.

Sharing Recipes
Worke and BP 

Elementary Principal 
Jacob Schwarz have 
many shared interests 
and food is the main 
one. “We often call one 
another up and share a 
new recipe we recently 
tried,” Worke said.

Worke picked up his 
interest in food prepa-
ration from his mother, 
Eleanor. She worked 
many years preparing 
food at the BP Service-
men’s Club. “She always 
got me involved in plan-
ning holiday meals,” 
Worke said.

“Food has always 
been part of my life 
and it’s due to my mom 
sharing her cooking 
talents,” he says.

After stoking up the 
barbecue grill, Worke 
said he throws on ham-
burgers, hot dogs and 
brats. Pork tenderloins 
and steaks are also his 
choices for food gratifi-
cation. Worke also loves 
grilled vegetables.

The barbecue grills 
are in active use the 
year round at the Worke 
residence in Blooming 
Prairie, said Worke. 
He recently purchased 
a Blackstone skillet 
grill upon the recom-
mendation of fellow 
grilling enthusiast, Mr. 
Schwarz.

“The grill is great for 
fixing bacon pieces and 
hash browns,” Worke 
says.

An interest in cook-
ing/grilling began with 
Worke when he was in 
the upper elementary 
grades.

Worke said that he 
cooks for just Mary and 
him when the kids are 
away. He acknowledged 
that Schwarz’ interests 
may be totally different 
because he cooks for 
a family of six. “We 
share photos of some of 
our creations,” Worke 
confessed.

The Keto Diet
Cooking has 

changed for Worke 
because he has chosen 
to follow the keto diet. 
This diet emphasizes 
low sugar, low carbohy-
drates and lots of pro-
tein. Since he started 
the diet, he has lost 30 
pounds. 

Since Schwarz is not 
on the keto diet, Worke 
shares some of his keto 
recipes. He says he has 
found a keto pizza crust 
that is outstanding.

The ingredients call 
for two cups of Mozza-
rella cheese and one cup 
of almond flour. Worke 
then adds a low sugar, 
low carb pizza sauce. 
Other ingredients may 
then include olives, 
onions, sausage, bacon 
and pepperoni.

“Jake and I bounce 
recipes off one another. 
He makes a heart attack 
macaroni and cheese,” 
Worke said.

Worke said going on 
the keto diet requires a 
change in mentality.

With this diet, he 
says he eats no bread 
and consumes very 
little sugar. No pasta is 
allowed. “That was part 
of my life,” he admits.

“I can eat lots of dry 
roasted peanuts and 
also lots of fruits: rasp-
berries, blackberries 
and blueberries.”

Worke has learned 
how to make low 
carb tortilla chips. 
Sometimes, he adds 
cinnamon sugar and 
whipped cream. “Ooooh 

yummy,” Schwarz 
comments when talking 
on the cell phone with 
Worke.

Family Meals
Worke is responsible 

for preparing the fami-
ly’s Thanksgiving meal.

It includes the 
customary mashed po-
tatoes, turkey and ham. 

His Thanksgiving meal 
also includes escalloped 
corn (with noodles) and 
the famous John Worke 
sauerkraut, drizzled 
with bacon grease.

Thanksgiving is 
Worke’s favorite holiday 
meal, he said. At Christ-
mas, he often features 
prime rib. “On Easter, we 
go to a buffet,” he said.

Worke’s heritage is 
Norwegian and Bohe-
mian. Jokingly, Worke 
said his parents never 
got along because of 
their strong, opposing 
heritages.

Schwarz and Worke 
not only share ideas 
and photos, they share 
restaurant ideas and 
share prices of foods.

Worke follows a 
couple of cooking shows 
with his favorite being 
The Kitchen. He also 
likes watching Diners, 
Drive-ins and Dives.

The Worke fami-
ly members all have 
gotten into cooking. He 
said Mary focuses on 
desserts.

Habits Change
“It’s interesting how 

your eating habits can 
change,” Worke re-
marks. He says he eats 
no apples or bananas 
and watches which veg-
etables he can have.

“Food is not the center 
of life like it used to be,” 
Worke acknowledges.

“Well, it’s time to 
turn the steak,” Worke 
says to himself as he

walks the halls of 
Blooming Prairie High 
School.

Schwarz: Food brings  
us together

BY HOWARD LESTRUD
COnTRIBUTInG WRITeR

Blooming Prai-
rie Elementa-
ry Principal 

Jacob Schwarz has a 
simple philosophy of 
life.

“I like to eat,” says 
Schwarz.

When he is not 
meeting with his stu-
dents in the classroom, 
Schwarz is thinking 
about what he can fix 
for supper for his wife 
Pam and his children, 
Claire, Andrew, Joseph 
and Elaine.

Schwarz has served 
the Blooming Prairie 
School District the 
past three years as its 
elementary principal.

During his breaks 
(if he gets any), 
Schwarz may dial up 
Blooming Prairie High 
School Principal John 
Worke and share with 
him a new recipe he 
has tried.

Schwarz and Worke 
love to compare notes 
on new recipes, pricing 
of food and new barbe-
cue equipment. It was 
Schwarz who talked 

Worke and associate 
principal Ali Mach 
into buying a new type 
of grill, the Blackstone 
skillet.

Special Food Days
Schwarz’s interest 

in cooking is further 
enhanced when his 
school has special food 
days. Potlucks are 

organized at least once 
a week. Special food 
days in the past have 
included “Appy Eas-
ter,” “Souper Bowl” 
and “St. Patrick’s 
Day.”

“I’m more of a cook-
er and griller,” says 
Schwarz, adding he 
has several grills and 
skillets.

He says he loves to 
try new recipes given 
to him by family and 
friends. Throwing a 
compliment toward 
Worke, Schwarz said, 
“Try John Worke’s 
dynamite, home-made 
sauerkraut.”

Proud to be a 
full-blooded German, 
Schwarz grew up on a 
farm near Preston. His 
family farmed “a cou-
ple thousand acres” 
and had beef cows. 

His wife Pam is three 
quarters Norwegian, 
thus he does like lefse. 
Lutefisk? “Oh no,” says 
Schwarz.

Without any hesita-
tion, Schwarz says his 
mother is his mentor. 
He said he developed a 
fondness for the basics 
from his mother Deb-
bie. “She is an unsung 
hero in my books,” said 
Schwarz, flashing a 
wide smile.

“I like to eat but it 
has to be good food,” 
Schwarz said. He 
puts that label on beef 
roast, mashed pota-
toes, hamburger and 
hot dishes. Schwarz 
says he has a wok and 
loves to prepare vege-
tables.

Even though 
Schwarz and Worke 
touch base about new 
cooking ideas, their 
preferences are wide 
ranging. Worke follows 
the keto diet and 
Schwarz is more fami-
ly food directed. “I try 
to cook for the family,” 
he says.

Practices Self  
Discipline
Cooking has enabled 

Schwarz to practice 
some self discipline. “I 
try to keep up my figure, 
though,” he laughs. “I 
like salty type foods in-
cluding pickles and Mr. 
Worke’s sauerkraut”.

He also likes to grill 
brats, burgers and 
chicken legs.

Schwarz said 
his comfort level is 
reached when he sits 
down to eat some juicy 
sweet corn and a tasty 
pork burger.

Schwarz started 
a new tradition this 
past spring by getting 
into maple syruping. 
It has become a family 
tradition, he says. He 
taps trees on his hobby 
farm.

With help from his 
mom, Schwarz said he 
learned how to prepare 
a good meal. He also 
pays compliments to 
area food stores, in-
cluding Geneva Meats, 
Nick’s of Hayward 
and Steve’s Meats of 
Ellendale.

A Stress Reliever
Schwarz agrees with 

Worke in saying that 
cooking and grilling 
are stress relievers.

In addition to liking 
to cook and grill, 
Schwarz loves his job, 
which allows him to 
work closely with staff 
and students.

A major role 
Schwarz feels he has is 
to make students bet-
ter students and to help 
teachers become better 
teachers. He also is 
striving to become a 
better cook/griller.

What’s for supper?

JOHN WORKE’S 
SAUERKRAUT SOUP
This recipe was handed down by Worke's 
grandmother to his mother and then to John.

Sauerkraut Soup
• Cover a pork roast with water and boil it all day
• Skim off foam periodically
• Strain pork juice water and return to pan – 
remove pork roast
• Add our sauerkraut along with flour/milk mixture 
with shaker to thicken
• Get it to boiling point then add 1 scrambled egg/person, usually 5 or 6
• Trim roast shred/cut into pieces add to soup – simmer
• Serve over boiled baby red potatoes with a dab of butter 

JACOB SCHWARZ’S 
BREAKFAST ENCHILADAS
6-8 burrito soft shells
½ onion
1 package of peppered bacon
1 pound of breakfast sausage
4-5 pieces of thick sliced ham
6 eggs
1 package cheddar, Mexican, or whatever cheese 
you have on hand
2 cans of Our Family enchilada sauce
9x13 baking dish

Starting with the bacon, cook all meat and dice
Add diced onion and cook down 
Remove meat from the pan and add in 6 whisked eggs with salt, pepper, and 
minced garlic to your liking
Combine meat back into the pan with the cooked eggs
Spray pan with cooking spray and add in one can of enchilada sauce
Microwave soft shells and spoon mixture onto shells, add cheese, and 
assemble burritos
Place back into frying pan to crisp as you make the remaining burritos
Place burritos into baking dish and cover them with second can of enchilada 
sauce
Sprinkle remaining meat mixture and or cheese on top of enchiladas
Bake at 350 for 30 minutes
Enjoy any leftovers that remain

"I'm more of a cooker  
and griller." 

Jacob Schwarz
BP Elementary Principal

John Worke

Jacob Schwarz

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Blooming Prairie High School Principal John Worke, left, and BP Elementary School Principal Jacob Schwarz both 
like to cook and grill. The two are always exchanging recipes. 
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A different way of 
making a difference

Through my 
role in the 
community, I 

often enjoy educating 
readers about what 
great things Steele 
County and the sur-
rounding area have to 
offer.

This often involves 
writing stories and 
taking photographs 
of various events and 
profiling the various 
groups throughout the 
greater community of 
Steele County. Mostly, 
I find myself in the role 
of being a reporter. 
But every once in a 
while - such as the case 
last week - I get to be 
involved directly in 
making a difference.

On Friday, I volun-
teered for the United 
Way of Steele County 
to assist in helping to 
determine how the 
organization should 
disburse its funds for 
the coming year. I was 
part of the partner 
agencies representing 
education.

Five education agen-
cies receive funding 

from the United Way. 
They include: Big 
Brothers Big Sisters 
of Southern Minneso-
ta, Blooming Prairie 
Youth Club, Medford 
Tiger Club, Somali 
American Cultural 
Society of Owatonna 
and Workforce Devel-
opment, Inc.

Several other com-
munity volunteers and 
myself acted as a jury 
so to speak in deter-
mining what funding 
level the agencies 
should receive. Rep-
resentatives of the 
groups came in to give 
their pitch for why the 
United Way should 
fund their nonprofit 
organization.

The same routine 
took place earlier in 
the week with other 
volunteers listening 
to presentations from 
groups in the income 
and health categories.

United Way sup-
ports 25 direct ser-
vices programs being 
serviced by 15 partner 
agencies.

Through this expe-
rience, I have gained 
a new appreciation 
and understanding of 
the United Way, which 

is one of the largest 
nonprofit fundraising 
groups in the country. 
On the local level, 
United Way has raised 
nearly $800,000 from 
individuals and busi-
nesses in the county to 
give out for the coming 
year.

The actual amounts 
that the groups will 
receive won’t be 
announced until next 
month.

But what I can say at 
this point is how proud 
I am of the nonprofit 
groups that repre-
sent Steele County in 
improving the health, 
education and finan-
cial stability of every 
person living in the 
communities of Bloom-
ing Prairie, Ellendale, 
Medford and Owaton-
na. The groups are led 
by passionate people 
truly committed to 
enriching the quality 
of life, economic oppor-
tunities and self-suf-
ficiency of people in 
their communities.

It also provided me 
with a stark reminder 
that we live in a society 
where not everyone is 
equal when it comes 
to financial stability. 

There are disparities 
between people that 
bring the realities of 
poverty into focus. We 
need organizations 
like the United Way 
to help all community 
members meet their 
basic needs and to 
make them productive 
members of society.

I think sometimes 
many people get 
oblivious to the fact 
that there are hurting 
people out there, often 
times through no 
fault of their own. So I 
encourage everyone to 
think about support-
ing the United Way in 
some way in the future 
whether it’s financial 
or otherwise.

As for the United 
Way itself, Annette 
Duncan is the right 
person to be leading 
this organization. She 
has done a remarkable 
job in making sure our 
greater community of 
Steele County is being 
taken care of for the 
long haul.

Together we can 
make a difference. 
And I’m proud to have 
gone in hot pursuit of 
having a small part of 
that.
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Farmers market strengthens 
community connections

The Owatonna 
Farmers Market 
could not have 

had better weather for 
Saturday’s opening day.

The sun shone 
bright, temperatures 
steadily climbed into 
the low 70s, with nary 
a drop of rain in sight. 
This is the Minnesota 

spring we love, when 
the grass greens up and 
flowers and trees start 
to bloom and bud.

Farmers Market 
opening day felt like the 
unofficial start of the 
season. Everyone – ven-
dors and shoppers alike 
– seemed happy and 
excited to make the tour 
around Central Park, 
where tables of plants, 
embroidered dish 
towels, handmade rugs, 
wooden furniture, pick-
les, potpourri, unique 
gift items and crafts 

lined the sidewalk.
I was struck most 

by what I heard: proud 
craftspeople answer-
ing questions and 
talking about the way 
they make their items, 
growers sharing gar-
dening tips, the debates 
over what would make 
the perfect Mother’s 
Day gift.

In those conversa-
tions, I heard a small 
town coming back to 
life after a long, hard 
winter that stretched 
into a cold early spring. 

I heard laughter and 
conversation and some-
thing else, something 
really special.

Sarah Sanders of 
Owatonna, who man-
aged a table with her 
sons Silas and Obadiah, 
told me they had spoken 
with people they hadn’t 
seen in months.

“It’s fun to connect,” 
she said.

And those connec-
tions make the Owaton-
na Farmers Market a 
big piece of our collec-
tive heart.

Let’s celebrate and 
support our teachers

We publish stories almost every week about 
what’s happening in Steele County schools – 
clean-up days, club achievements, athletic and 
academic honors.

Standing behind the scenes is a group of 
adults who don’t get nearly enough credit. And 
that’s just the way they like it.

When COVID-19 shut down schools across 
Minnesota, teachers turned on a dime, making 
myriad changes to educate kids online. When 
buildings re-opened, they risked their health 
– and in some cases, their lives – to teach in 
person.

As of January, 20 Minnesota school workers 
had lost their lives to the virus.

In the pandemic’s early days, we all hailed 
teachers as heroes. Now that we’re enjoying a 
return to “normal,” it’s important to remember 
that they have always been heroes. And what 
better time than Teacher Appreciation Week, 
which was recognized statewide last week.

The more than 400 teachers working in Steele 
County K-12 schools do more than educate stu-
dents. They nurture and encourage them. They 
listen to what kids say and somehow hear what 
they’re not saying.

Teachers support students’ tangible needs 
as well, doling out school supplies, snacks, and 
more, most often paid for out of their own pock-
ets. They see the children whose families are 
struggling and refer them to support services.

In a perfect world, teachers would be paid 
like professional athletes and the NFL would 
be holding bake sales to buy new football 
equipment. Until then, we ask you to join us in 
appreciating and celebrating our Steele County 
teachers this week, and every week.

Elect Richard Painter 
for U.S. Congress

To-the-Editor:
Richard Painter 

supports the issues 
that affect the lives of 
individuals and fam-
ilies in Minnesota’s 
First Congressional 
District.

Drastically in-
creased federal 
support for generating 
wind and solar power 
for Minnesota and the 
around the nation.

Putting blame for 
“inflation” where it 
belongs and enforcing 
antitrust laws against 
monopolistic price 
fixing by big food and 
energy corporations.

Increased federal 
support for family 
farms.

Emergency relief for 
farmers from drought 
and flooding in a time 
of severe weather and 
climate change.

A progressive 
income tax and guar-
anteed earned income 
for all working Amer-
icans.

A women’s right to 
choose.

Freedom to marry.

Sensible regulation 
of firearms.

Protecting clean 
water, Minnesota’s 
most valuable asset.

Single payer health 
insurance as an 
affordable choice for 
all Americans. (The 
rest of the industrial-
ized world has it, why 
can’t we?)

Federal funding of 
low cost or free public 
higher education and 
trade school. (ditto)

Do you really know 
what the other candi-
dates support?

Don’t assume that 
all candidates support 
these same DFL val-
ues – make sure you 
get answers on the 
issues from any candi-
date you are thinking 
of supporting. Our 
members of Congress 
should work for the 
voters, not the other 
way around. Vote for 
Richard Painter on  
or before Tuesday, 
May 24.

Brad Trom
Blooming Prairie

OUR VIEW

Hot Pursuit
RICK BUSSLER

2017—2 state and  
3 national awards
2016—8 state and  
6 national awards
2015—7 state and  
4 national awards
2014—3 state and  
3 national awards

2013—7 state and  
2 national awards
2012—2 state 
awards
2011—4 national 
awards

YOUR VIEW

How to contact your 
elected officials

LEGISLATURE
Senate District 24
John R. Jasinski
3211 Minnesota  
Senate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-0284
sen.john.jasinski@
senate.mn
House District 24A
John Petersburg
217 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-5368
rep.john.petersburg@
house.mn
House District 24B
Brian Daniels
231 State Office Building

St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-8237
rep.brian.daniels@
house.mn
Senate District 27
Gene Dornink
3229 Minnesota Sen-
ate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-5240
sen.gene.dornink@
senate.mn
House District 27A
Peggy Bennett
307 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-8216
rep.peggy.bennett@
house.mn

Heart Of Steele
JONI HUBRED
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The knockout punch for 
his inspirational talk was 
said twice. “We make our 
best impressions when we 
are not trying to impress,” 
he said.

Emphasizing positivity, 
Schmit said people like 
to be around people who 
are positive. He then paid 
a glance at Glen Meger 
and his family. “There are 
no rules on how people 
grieve,” Schmit said.

Turning to a personal 
medical story, Schmit said 
he learned in 2008 that he 
had Lymphoma. His mission 
then became remission, he 
said. “Amazing things hap-
pen when you have medical 
issues,” he admitted.

He then touched on 
being positive when 
everyone else seems to be 
negative. Schmit said he is 
living proof that medicine 
works “Remission was my 
mission,” he repeated.

“Dare to be different,” 
Schmit challenged his audi-
ence as he pulled out a pair 
of Zuba pants. “These made 
the founder a multi-million-
aire,” Schmit said.

Schmit utilized a short 
video entitled “Stuff 
Happens.” The video 
softened the crowd to learn 
Schmit’s final “P,” passion. 
“Prepare to be the best,” 
Schmit again challenged.

Using another sports fig-
ure to bring home his theme 
of having impact, pointed 
toward a former boxer, the 
late Scott LeDoux.

Schmit told of LeDoux 
suffering a serious eye 
injury when he fought 
former heavyweight cham-
pion George Foreman. 
“What’s an eye when you 
are given heart,” Schmit 
quoted LeDoux.

Schmit also talked 
about a Catholic nun, Sis-
ter Helen. She represented 
silent impact, he said. She 
challenged people to place 
four impactful people on 
what she called The List.

Schmit even brought 
handouts requesting peo-
ple to put the four people 
they believe should be on 
their Mount Rushmore of 
influence.

“We make our best im-
pressions when we are not 
trying to impress,” Schmit 
concluded.

As people left the talk by 
Schmit, he stood at a table 
hawking two books he has 
written: “Silent Impact” and 
“The Impact Blueprint.”

OPINION EXCHANGE

Anderson was known to 
many as a true friend

He was known to 
me, mainly as Lion 
Norman.

He was known to others as 
Norman, a TRUE friend.

This TRUE Lions friend 
of mine, Norman Anderson, 
Forest Lake, pulled down the 
shades of a fulfilled life at age 
98 on May 3, 2022.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: How-
ard worked for Sell Publish-
ing and ECM Publishers 
during his newspaper career, 
much of it in Forest Lake. He 
retired to Blooming Prairie 
and is still working as a free 
lancer for The Times.)

I was fortunate to have 
known Lion Norman for 
nearly 50 years, most of that 
time we shared together as 
members of the Forest Lake 
Lions Club.

As we approach our own 
mortality, it is refreshing to 
have developed an endless 
friendship with such a giving 
community member. He 
also served his country as 
a soldier in the U.S. Army, 
serving in Korea.

Lion Norman would 
answer every call to commu-
nity service. As a Lion, he 

relished the involvement in 
Lions activities. He was once 
named Lion of the Year, and 
he also received the pres-
tigious Melvin Jones LCIF 
(Lions Clubs International 
Foundation) award.

I realize that most of you 
have not met Norman and 
thus, did not know him. 
That’s why I am writing about 
this unassuming type of man, 
to introduce you to a human 
being who cared deeply for 
his fellow human beings.

I provided taxi service for 
Lion Norman three times a 
month as we attended Lions 
meetings together.

Lion Norman served as 
club treasurer for many 
years and took the job seri-
ously. With a tint of humor, 
he said upon retiring, “I am 
finished washing the books.” 
He was kidding, of course, 
about money laundering.

When he was first asked to 
be club treasurer, Lion Nor-
man replied, “Do you think I 
can do the job?”

One can use many su-
perlatives to describe Lion 
Norman’s character: loving, 
caring, soft spoken, kind, 

honest, man of faith, hard 
worker, etc.

Our Lions club sponsored 
concessions at the Hay Days 
summer snowmobile races, 
and I picked up Lion Norman 
at 4:30 in the morning to get 
an early start on our work 
detail. He never complained.

Lion Norman was always 
available to our beck and call.

He had many chains of 
friendship other than the 
Lions. He was part of a 
coffee klatch group that met 
regularly at Reub’s Tire Shop 
on the north part of town. 
Norman had a key; thus, he 
opened the shop early in the 
morning for his fellow coffee 
drinkers.

Norman was also an 
active small engine guy. He 
loved tinkering with small 
engines and participated in 
threshing days every year in

Almelund.
Can’t write about Norman 

and not mention lutefisk. He 
loved the stuff and attended 
many dinners in the area.

Norman’s work years 
were directed mainly to An-
dersen Windows of Bayport, 
Minnesota.

Norman and his wife, Bet-
ty, had two children, daugh-
ter Jody Granberg, the only 
surviving child. He is also 
survived by three grandchil-
dren and four great-grand-
children.

Norman would do any-
thing for you. He loaned his 
van to me once to travel to 
Albert Lea for the purpose of 
picking up a piece of furni-
ture.

Judy and I visited with 
Lion Norman for the last 
time on a sunny fall day at 
Forest Lake’s Health Care 
Center, Arbors Birchwood.

We need more NORMANS 
in our lives. He was a special 
type of person who was con-
nected spiritually with many 
people. He loved the com-
munities of Forest Lake and 
Scandia, where he attended 
church services.

As we say GOODBYE to 
Lion Norman, give thanks 
for what he meant to all of us. 
He was TRUE to all of us.

Welcome news for local employers
BY JOHN PETERSBURG

At long last, local employ-
ers who were forced into an 
unnecessary tax increase 
due to a blatant political 
action by Minnesota House 
Democrats have received 
some welcome news.

Recently, I joined the 
overwhelming majority of 
lawmakers in the Minne-
sota House in approving 
legislation that replenishes 
Minnesota’s unemployment 
insurance (UI) trust fund.

When Governor Walz 
required businesses to close 
due to the COVID pandemic 
two years ago, thousands of 
Minnesotans were forced to 

go on unemployment. The 
federal government loaned 
Minnesota more than $1 
billion to meet the unemploy-
ment insurance demand, and 
that debt must now be repaid.

Because the Legislature 
had not allocated available 
state surplus or federal 
COVID resources to solve 
the UI trust fund problem, 
the default repayment was a 
15% or more tax increase on 
every Minnesota employer. 
The Minnesota Senate had 
voted a bipartisan solution 
off the floor more than two 
months ago, but up until last 
week, the House Democrat 
majority refused to hear it. 
In the meantime, the State of 

Minnesota was forced to pay 
$50,000 a day in interest costs 
due to the lack of action.

Now a compromise plan has 
been approved by the full leg-
islature that fully replenishes 
the unemployment insurance 
trust fund at $2.7 billion and 
ends the tax increase on Min-
nesota’s job providers.

I’m glad the UI trust fund 
problem has finally been 
solved, but it took far too long 
to get to this point. Senate 
Democrats and Republicans, 
House Republicans, and the 
governor all wanted this fin-
ished months ago, but House 
Democrats held out to score 
political points. Because of 
this, many businesses were 

forced to pay higher taxes, 
something that was entirely 
avoidable.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Employment and 
Economic Development has 
established a site to help 
employers understand how 
the approved legislation will 
affect them. Visit: https://
mn.gov/uimn/employers/
employer-account/news-up-
dates/tax-changes-affect-you.
jsp for more information.

John Petersburg rep-
resents District 24A in the 
Minnesota House. District 
24 includes Steele and 
Waseca counties. He lives 
in Waseca.

Mobile Crisis helps people suffering mental health
BY GENE DORNINK

May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month, and 
together we can work to end 
the stigma surrounding 
mental health issues. The 
pandemic has had a variety 
of impacts on our lives. We 
have all faced unforeseen 
challenges these last three 
years: economic uncertainty, 
supply-chain issues, school 
closures, and everything 
in-between. The pandemic 
negatively affected many 
people’s mental health and 
created new barriers for peo-
ple already suffering from 
mental illness.

My Republican col-
leagues and I in the Senate 
are making investments to 
ensure Minnesotans get the 
care they need. One pro-
gram that is proven success 
is Mobile Crisis Services, 
which are teams of mental 
health professionals working 
with individuals in their 
own homes. Mobile crisis 
services provide a rapid 
response and work to assess 
the individual, resolve crisis 
situations, and link people 
to needed services. We are 
also implementing a pilot 

program for mental health 
urgent care facilities. These 
facilities would allow medi-
cal professionals to quickly 
provide mental health care 
and create mental health 
“urgency rooms” for Minne-
sotans experiencing mental 
health crises.

While adults have report-
ed mental health concerns 
stemming from the pandem-
ic, our children have been 
struck with school closures 
and distance learning, the 
inability to interact closely 
with friends, stress, and 
loneliness. To address our 
children’s growing mental 
health concerns, we are 
investing in school-linked 
mental health grants. These 
school-connected clinical 
mental health treatments 
help improve outcomes 
for children with a men-
tal health diagnosis and 
improve the identification of 
mental health issues.

After years of COVID 
restrictions, we have learned 
that school shutdowns and 
distance learning have had 
a devasting impact on our 
children’s education. Cur-
rently, only about one-half of 
students are reading at grade 

level. We need to provide 
teachers and students with 
the tools and resources to 
recover from past learning 
losses.

The Senate passed legis-
lation to invest in improving 
literary. It is critical that our 
children know how to read. 
One program with over a 
decade of proven success is 
the LETRS instructional 
program. This program 
provides teachers with the 
tools necessary to master 
the fundamentals of reading 
instruction. Working togeth-
er, we can increase reading 
proficiency to 90% within 
five years using the tools 
we already have, which are 
proven to be successful.

Every Minnesotan 
deserves to have a quality 
education and live in a safe 
community. The Senate 
has made investments in 
recruiting new officers 
and retaining the men and 
women from our community. 
We also increase penalties 
for criminal activity to send 
a clear message that repeat 
and violent offenses will not 
be tolerated.

I want to thank our law 
enforcement officers for 

working to keep our commu-
nities safe and our educators 
for continuing to mold the 
next generation. We appre-
ciate all your hard work and 
dedication, especially over 
the last few years. As we cel-
ebrate Mother’s Day, I also 
want to thank all the moms 
who work tirelessly to make 
our communities better!

This week, the House and 
Senate will meet in confer-
ence committees to negotiate 
legislation each chamber 
passed. I have the honor of 
serving on the Agriculture & 
Housing Conference Com-
mittee and I will be working 
hard to ensure we pass 
meaningful legislation that 
helps greater Minnesota. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out if I can ever be of assis-
tance. Give me at 651-296-5240 
or send me an email atsen.
gene.dornink@senate.mn.

Gene Dornink represents 
District 27 in the Minne-
sota Senate. District 27 
includes the City of Bloom-
ing Prairie, southern 
Dodge County and most 
of Freeborn and Mower 
counties. He currently lives 
in Brownsdale.

Local employer tax increase has ended
BY PEGGY BENNETT

The House majority con-
tinued approving its sup-
plemental budget spending 
proposals this week. Though 
all of these giant omnibus 
bills were ultimately passed 
by the House majority on a 
partisan vote, it is important 
to know that none of these 
will be the final legislation 
passed into law. They will 
all move on to a conference 
committee, where an equal 
number of representatives 
and senators will work on a 
compromise proposal that 
can be approved by both 

legislative bodies. The House 
and Senate will then have 
the opportunity to vote on 
the new agreement.

We have two weeks left 
of the 2021-22 legislative ses-
sion, which ends at midnight 
on Monday, May 23. Lots to 
happen before that deadline!

Local employers have 
received some good news. A 
plan that addressed Minne-
sota’s unemployment insur-
ance (UI) trust fund deficit 
and other items has now 
been signed into law. I voted 
in favor of the measure.

Regarding the UI trust 
fund portion of the bill, 

you’ll recall that after 
Governor Walz required 
businesses to close at the 
start of the pandemic, thou-
sands were forced to go on 
unemployment which left 
the UI trust fund bare. The 
federal government gave 
us a loan to help replenish 
it, but Minnesota needed to 
pay that loan back. Without 
a funding source to repay 
the debt, the default option 
became a 15% or more tax 
increase on local employers.

As part of a compromise 
plan brokered between 
the Minnesota House and 
Senate, Minnesota’s UI trust 

fund has been replenished 
and the tax increase that 
had been forced on our job 
providers has been elimi-
nated. The funding sources 
for all components of the 
agreement come in part 
from federal Covid dollars 
provided to Minnesota and 
the state surplus. Taking 
this agreement into account, 
our state surplus now stands 
at roughly $7 billion.

This is definitely good 
news for the men and wom-
en who operate businesses 
in our area and keep our 
communities thriving. 

Reflections
HOWARD LESTRUD

GUEST COLUMNS

See LOCAL on A18 ►

Commemorating 125 
years with impact
◄ 125 YEARS from A2

Batt spins folklore 
into his talk
◄ BATT from A2
buying a swamp near Blue 
Earth. “We were 14 before 
we could drink coffee,” Batt 
smiled.

He then put a spin on his 
talk about funeral homes 
“Funerals made me hun-
gry,” Batt said. He said he 
loved escalloped potatoes 
and ham. He called the 
Scandinavian dish "funeral 
potatoes". 

Batt couldn’t continue 
until he mentioned lutefisk. 
“I never ate it because, like 
Boone and Erickson said, 
it could peel paper off the 
wall.” Batt said he was told 
he had to eat it. “Someone 
has to stop it,” he chuckled.

When lutefisk was 
covered with butter it was 
a Norwegian custom and 
when it was smothered in 
cream, it was Swedish.

As a youngster, Batt said 
he heard people say to one 
another about the departed: 
“He had a good run.” He 
continued, “I love being 
here paying last respects; 
these places help us.”

Batt then pulled out 
his mental dictionary and 
began dissecting the word 
UFFDA. He said it is a word 
that can be used in either 
good or bad situations.

He also talked about 
collecting Topps baseball 
cards and chewing the gum 
put into the card package. 
He said he preferred Bazoo-
ka Joe bubble gum.

His rambling also fo-
cused on lawn darts, freez-
ing a watermelon and just 
doing something stupid.

Thanking the audience 
for their attention, Batt 
said: “You are the greatest 
audience I’ve ever had.”
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What exactly does 

Medicare cover when it 
comes to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease? My husband was 
recently diagnosed with 
early-stage Alzheimer’s, 
and we would like to 
find out what’s covered 
and what isn’t.

Planning Ahead

Dear Planning,
I’m very sorry to 

hear about your hus-
band’s diagnosis, but 
you’ll be happy to know 
that most medical costs 
to treat beneficiaries 
with Alzheimer’s 
disease are covered by 
Medicare. Unfortunate-
ly, long-term custodial 
care costs that most 
patients eventually 
need are not. Here’s 
a breakdown of what 
Medicare does and 
doesn’t cover when it 
comes to Alzheimer’s 
disease, along with 
some tips that can help 
you plan ahead.

Medical care: For 
the most part, ongo-
ing medical care to 
diagnose and treat 
Alzheimer’s disease 
is covered by Medi-
care Part B, including 
visits to primary care 
doctors and specialists, 
lab tests, speech and 
occupational therapy, 
home health care and 
outpatient counseling 
services. Medicare 
pays 80 percent of these 
costs, and you will be 
responsible for the 
remaining 20 percent 
after you’ve met your 
annual $233 Part B 
deductible.

Sixty days of inpa-
tient hospital care is 
also covered under 
Medicare Part A after 
you pay a $1,556 deduct-
ible. Beyond 60 days, a 
daily coinsurance fee is 
added.

Medications: Most 
Alzheimer’s medica-
tions are covered under 
Medicare’s Part D 
prescription drug plans, 
but coverage varies so 
check his plan’s formu-
lary. The only excep-
tion is Aduhelm, the 
controversial new drug 
that is estimated to cost 
$28,200 per year. Medi-
care Part B will only 
cover this drug if your 
husband is enrolled in a 
clinical trial.

Long-term custodi-
al care: It’s important 
to understand that orig-
inal Medicare does not 
cover long-term custo-
dial care. This includes 
nursing home care, the 
costs of assisted living 
facilities and adult day 
care. Medicare does, 
however, pay for some 
shorter-term nursing 
home care, but only up 
to 100 days following 
a three-day inpatient 
hospital stay.

Hiring home help for 
bathing, toileting and 
dressing (this is known 
as custodial care) is not 
covered by Medicare 
either unless your hus-
band is also receiving 
skilled-nursing care or 
physical or occupation-
al therapy.

To help with these 
costs, you may want to 
look into getting a long-
term care insurance 
policy or short-term 
care plan (see aaltci.
org/stc) if possible, or if 
your income and assets 

are very limited, you 
may qualify for Medic-
aid. To investigate your 
financial options for 
long-term care, go to 
PayingForSeniorCare.
com.

Hospice: In the final 
stages of the disease, 
Medicare Part A covers 
nearly all aspects of 
hospice care, includ-
ing doctor services, 
nursing care, drugs, 
medical equipment and 
supplies, physical and 
occupational therapy, 
homemaker services, 
counseling and respite 
care. To qualify, a 
doctor must certify that 
a patient has six months 
or less to live.

Other Insurance 
and Assistance

If your husband is 
enrolled in original 
Medicare and he doesn’t 
have a supplemental 
insurance (Medigap) 
policy, you should 
consider getting him 
one. A Medigap plan 
will help pay for things 
that aren’t covered by 
Medicare like copay-
ments, coinsurance and 
deductibles. To search 
for plans in your area, 
go to Medicare.gov/
plan-compare and click 
on “Medigap policy 
only.”

Or, if you’re enrolled 
in a Medicare Advan-
tage plan (like an HMO 
or PPO), his plan must 
provide him at least 
the same coverage as 
original Medicare does. 
Some advantage plans 
may also offer addition-
al coverage for home 
care services.

If you can’t afford 
your Medicare out-of-
pocket costs or need 
help with medication 
expenses, there are 
Medicare Savings 
Programs and the 
Extra Help program 
that provide financial 
assistance for medica-
tions. To learn more, 
see Medicare.gov/your-
medicare-costs/get-help-
paying-costs.

You can also get 
help through your 
State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program 
(see ShipHelp.org or call 
877-839-2675), which 
provides free Medicare 
and long-term care 
counseling.

Send your senior 
questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, 
or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a 
contributor to the 
NBC Today show and 
author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

History from the News Archives

10 Years Ago
May 8, 2012

RICK L. BUSSLER, PUBLISHER

A Blooming Prairie company 
gave back to the BP Servicemen’s 
Club, removing many dead or 
dying trees at the club for free. 
Kyle Johnson, owner of Johnson 
Construction and Tree Service, 
said “We want to make Blooming 
Prairie look as best as it can. The 
trees needed to be removed and 
were becoming an eye sore and we 
just wanted to help.” The trees are 
just the beginning. The company 
is planning to do more for the club, 
though nothing definite has been 
decided.

Blooming Prairie High School 
artists showcased their work and 
received numerous honors at the 
Section 1A Visual Arts Festival. 
Fourteen students submitted 18 
pieces of artwork. Antonio Patino, 
Alex Fiebiger, Marissa Jensen, Han-
nah Vogt, Rose Kinny, Jason Jirele, 
Zach Sisler and Shelbi Swenson all 
had work that was graded as superi-
or. Sisler is the first seventh-grader 
art instructor, Nate Piller has had 
enter the art festival. The artwork is 
on display at the in the high school 
media center.

20 Years Ago
May 7, 2002

ELSIE SLINGER, EDITOR

Five generations got together 
this February to celebrate Edna 
Grunklee’s 101st birthday. Those 
here to celebrate with Edna are 
great-great-granddaughter, Jadee 
Wacek, great-granddaughter, Lori 
Wacek, daughter and granddaugh-
ter, Julie Lembke. The celebration 
was a great success.

Blooming Prairie golfers topped 
a three-team home invitational with 
163 strokes, followed by Glenville, 
182 and Alden-Conger, 194. Blake 
Symes had lo honors, shooting a 
nine-hole total of 39. Other Blossoms 
fared well – Scott Krejci, 40; Eric 
Wagner and Jason Morgan, 42; and 
Steve Busho, 43. The girls golf team 
also did very well taking top honors 
with a team total of 204. They were 
led by Calla Swenson, 42; Nicole 
Trostem. 50; Jessica Smith, 53; and 
Shelby Underwood, 59.

50 Years Ago
May 10, 1972

VICTOR, VERNON & VRYLE KREJCI, 
PUBLISHERS

The “Petal Tones,” directed by 
Lloyd Mans will appear on KAUS-
TV next Sunday. The Stage Band 
will go to Austin this week to 
video tape the half-hour program. 
Although the school year is nearing 
completion, the group will continue 
to rehearse, and will play for a class 
reunion in June and at the State 
Fair in August.

The Blossom’s FFA Chapter did 
very well at the State FFA Conven-
tion last week. Gary Jirele and Jim 
Harbal won first place in the farm 
management contest. Donn Olsen 
and Gary Schultz were awarded 
state farmers degrees. Gary was 
also named Regional Star Beef 
Farmer and Donn was selected at 
State Livestock Proficiency winner. 
Dennis Heimerman and Sherrie 
Olsen played in the State FFA Band 
at the convention; they were select-
ed from applicants throughout the 
state on their musical abilities.

75 Years Ago
May 8, 1947

FRANK KREJCI, PUBLISHER

Oberle Cafe, Claremont was 
badly damaged by fire early Monday 
morning. A defective wire leading 
from an outdoor sign is believed 
to be the cause of the blaze which 
gutted the entire interior of the 
building. Passing trainman first 
noticed the fire and gave the alarm 
at 12:35 a.m. The Claremont and Ru-
ral Owatonna responded to the fire. 
Water and some contributed greatly 
to the damage. Earle Oberle is the 
operator of the cafe. The building is 
owned by Clarence Weber.

“Happy” Oswald always keeps jis 
store in step with progress. During 
the past week, workmen have been 
busy remodeling counters and 
shelves and adding numerous other 
improvements until the store has an 
entirely new and different appear-
ance. Happy changed his store in 
order to offer greater shopping 
convenience. Shelves have been low-
ered, new counters added and order 
placed for handy little push carts 
for customers who want to serve 
themselves. Oswald has a strictly 
modern food store and invites the 
public to call and inspect his new 
arrangement.

OWATONNA PHOTO NEWS

31 Years Ago
May 9, 1991

TOM SHEA, PUBLISHER

The Owatonna Junior High 
School has been informed that the 
7th grade has captured the Midwest 
championship in Continental Math 
League Competition. The region 
includes Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Wisconsin and Minnesota. Their 
score was the 5th highest in national 
competition. There were 281 schools 
in the competition. OJHS had 165 
students in the event. They were un-
der the supervision of OJHS math 
teachers, Vic Grier and Joyce Wicks.

Marion Bangs, nominated by 
Sharon Bolton, is this year’s winner 
of Health One Owatonna Hospital’s 
Nurses Make A Difference Con-
test. She will now be entered in the 
district contest. Maron has shown 
compassion in everything, she goes 
out of her way to make patients feel 
confortable.

How Medicare Covers Alzheimer’s Disease

Bright young women

FILE PHOTO
These nine young women competed for the title of Young Woman of the Year in 
May 1991. Athena Gasner came out the victor, but everyone enjoyed themselves, 
made new friends and learned a few things, too. Shown from left, back row: 
Catherine Sethney, Maria Packard, Wendy Halverson, Athena Gasner and Katie 
Muir; front row: Courtney Haycraft, Melissa Tolzman, Megan Hoogland and 
Jennifer Kuchenbecker.

SUPER MOM

Shop our biggest 
SALE of the year!

GET A SUPER GIFT FOR YOUR

(800) 704-9412   |   GrandPad.net

TURN OFF the television…
Encourage your 
children to make 
reading 
the newspaper 
a part of their 
everyday 
routine for 
lifelong learning.
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A grand time in BP

Taylor Wurst, left, had to do most of the talking 
during last Saturday's Blooming Prairie High School 
Prom activities because her partner, Alivia Schneider 
came down with laryngitis.

STAFF PHOTOS BY HOWARD LESTRUD

Cade Christianson, left, and Drew Kittelson, right paid tribute to buddy Dawson Sorensen who didn't have a 
date to prom. This friendship made him forget that he was going solo. Cade and Drew are praising him by their 
actions during the Grand March. 

Prior to the Grand March, three couples show off their dresses and tuxes. Included are, from left: Abby Aldrich, Jayden Schewe, Macy Lembke, Bobbie Bruns, Drew Kittelson 
and Cade Christianson.

Introducing little Vivian to the 2022 Blooming Prairie High School Prom Grand 
March are: Gracie Svoboda, Lexi Ripka and Charli Tripp. Vivian is Charli's cousin.

Sam Skillestad, Blooming Prairie, and Gabi Rosennthal, 
Hayfield, stop for another photo during the Prom 
Grand March last Saturday.

Micah Donnelly, clad in a classy tuxedo and top hat, 
awaits the arrival of his date, Lauren Schammel, at the 
grand march.

Macy Lembke and Drew Kittelson were part of the 
prom entourage.

Waiting for the Grand March to conclude are Emily Miller, seated left and Melanie 
Winzenburg, seated right. Standing are Isabelle Sunde, left, and Lauren Schammel.
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GOOD LUCK
TIGERS!

Moving Kids
Forward

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
OUR TIGER TEAMS!

THE MEDFORD SCHOOL 
IS PROUD OF YOU!

TIGERS
OF THE MONTH

7TH GRADE
Riley Geier

8TH GRADE
Reid Wildgrube

9TH GRADE
Emma McAdams

10TH GRADE
Beau Lawson

11TH GRADE
Jaidyn Rubio

12TH GRADE
Ava Westbrock

KINDERGARTEN 
Grayce Johnson

1ST GRADE
Thomas Prchal

2ND GRADE
Max Finley 

3RD GRADE
Lukas Winkels

MEDFORD ELEMENTARY • APRIL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

MEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL • APRIL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE MEDFORD TIGERS.

4TH GRADE
Lucas Bogut 

5TH GRADE
Maxine Espeleta 

6TH GRADE
Ella Mullenmeister

A Night in Rome at MHS

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Samantha Buecksler, Abby Fitzgerald, and Morgan Jones strike a pose during 
Medford High’s Grand March Saturday.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Sammi Miller and MacKenzie Kellen walk arm in arm during Saturday’s Grand 
March at Medford High.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Blake Dziewit and Tommy Duong were the men in black during Saturday’s Grand 
March at Medford High.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Riley Ruedy and Carter Blome enjoy their time on 
stage during Saturday’s Grand March at Medford High.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Jenesis McGuire and Jordan Klecker wore shades under 
the bright lights during Saturday’s Grand March at 
Medford High.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Ash Gibbons and Rachel Dziewit stop for a moment on 
stage during Saturday’s Grand March in the Medford 
High auditorium.
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Junior Adalia List 
was made up to look 
as though she had a 
serious head injury. 
She was also nervous 
to be part of what was 
a “hopefully once in a 
lifetime experience.”

“It showed people 
what it would be like,” 
List said, adding that 
she learned “to be 
more responsible and 
use a lot of caution and 
to be safe.”

That’s exactly the 
purpose of the simula-
tion, which the Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and school present 
every two or three 
years. Sheriff Lon 
Thiele said the mock 
crash reminds stu-
dents to be safe during 
prom and graduation 
celebrations and gives 
his team a practical 
training experience.

“When we get the 
original call, in most 
cases, we’re first on 
scene,” Thiele ex-
plained, followed by 
ambulance and fire. 
“We’re running a 
quicker time frame… 
but even though this is 
a mock crash, we take 
it seriously.”

Along with his 
department, Medford 
Fire and Mayo Ambu-
lance participated. A 
helicopter from North 
Memorial Hospital 
also participates some 
years but couldn’t this 
time around because 
the pilot was ill.

After the mock 
crash on Thursday, 

students also had op-
portunities on Friday 
to use simulators that 
showed the benefits of 
wearing a seat belt and 
tested their driving 
skills. They could also 
put on “Fatal Visions 
Goggles” that show 
how alcohol consump-
tion affects driving.

Thiele said the pre-
prom safety activities 
wouldn’t happen with-
out the school district’s 
support.

“It’s good for our 
kids… to see the shock 
and awe of what can 
happen,” said Medford 
Public School Superin-
tendent Mark Ristau. 
“Our counselors typ-
ically have kids come 
to their offices (after 
the event) who are very 
emotional.”

Even the ones who 
aren’t outwardly 
emotional, he believes, 
“take time to reflect. At 
least that’s our hope.”

Advisor Nichole 
Schelling said 25 
students are members 
of S.A.D.D. She said 
students who partici-
pate get more from the 
experience than the 
emotional impact.

“The biggest thing 
is they have an ap-
preciation for what 
first responders and 
firefighters do at the 
scene,” she said.

Thiele has more 
than a first respond-
er’s perspective; a dis-
tracted driver crashed 
into the back of his 
wife’s car.

“Put the phone down 

when you’re driving,” 
he said. “Pay attention 
to the road and get 
yourself home safely.”

NEWS

OWATONNA GRANITE & MONUMENT

OWATONNA GRANITE & MONUMENTOWATONNA GRANITE & MONUMENT
1180 East Frontage Road • Owatonna • 507-455-9551
owatonnagranite@gmail.com | owatonnagranite.com

JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE,  
NOW THROUGH MAY 21, 2022 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 9AM-5PM  
AND SATURDAY, 9AM-NOON.

EXTENDED HOURS FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE

q

q

Open HouseOpen House

q

OFFER GOOD DURING OPEN HOUSE FROM MAY 1-21, 2022

FREE PLANT STAND and 
SOUBA GREENHOUSE GIFT CARD  

with purchase.

MANY IN-STOCK 
SPECIALS.

Med: Sobering lessons from mock crash
◄ SOBERING from A1

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Medford High students watch from a hill near the 
parking lot as students and first responders staged a 
mock crash Thursday morning. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Members of S.A.D.D. played injured victims and their emotional friends during 
Thursday’s mock crash in the Medford High School parking lot. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
S.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive Decisions) member Jenesis McGuire 
undergoes a field sobriety test during Thursday’s mock crash at Medford High 
School. She played the driver of the vehicle that caused the accident. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Staff from Medford Funeral Home participated in Thursday’s mock crash at Medford High School. They're shown with first responders moving the driver of one vehicle into 
their hearse. 
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driving (texting) are 
combined. Students 
were released from 
their regular classes 
and seated in bleach-
ers at the crash site on 
Main Street and 4th 
Avenue S.W., just south 
of the high school.

The mock car crash 
exercise focused on 
response by Blooming 
Prairie Fire, the Bloom-
ing Prairie Police, the 
Blooming Prairie Am-
bulance and Worlein 
Funeral Home.

Police Chief Greg 
Skillestad organized the 
exercise including lots 
of planning between all 
First Responders and 
with City of Blooming 
Prairie officials.

Pre-Prom
The mock car crash 

was staged one day 
before Blooming Prairie 
High School’s prom.

Chief Skillestad was 
elated about how student 
actors and the First Re-
sponders made this car 
crash real. “It all went 
well and I would say the 
response from the high 
school students was 
phenomenal,” he said.

BP police officer Rick 
Ellingson said he has 
helped coordinate about 
15 of these mock car 
crashes during time he 
has logged as a police 
officer and an ambu-
lance crew member in 
Waseca, Owatonna and 
Blooming Prairie.

“These mock crash-
es are very realistic 
and dramatic,” Elling-
son said.

Student actors at 
the crash scene were: 
Melanie Winzenburg 
(driver), Chloe McCar-
thy (back seat passen-
ger), Haven Carlson 
(back seat passenger) 
and Abby Smith (front 
seat passenger).

Life-Changing
“Everything hap-

pens so quickly and the 
crash is a life-changing 
episode for many” said 
Ellingson. “It affects 
families and First 
Responders. It could be 
our kids in this horrific 
accident.”

Ellingson’s daugh-
ter Stephanie and her 
three daughters, Emery 
Mielke, Eliza Mielke 
and Annie Mielke par-
ticipated in the crash, 
being family victims.

Prior to the re-enact-
ment of a two-car crash, 
actors applied makeup 
to make the scene even 
more real.

One of the young 
actors asked: “Will this 
fake blood come off?” 
Ellingson lightened the 
mood by responding, “It 
will come off in about 
two weeks.”

Switching the tone 
to seriousness, Elling-
son said: “This is real.” 
Chief Skillestad inter-
jected, “Yes, this was a 
bad crash.”

Checking all actors’ 
roles, Ellingson praised 
victim Smith for being 
tangled up in a wind-
shield wiper as she had 
been projected through 
the front windshield. 
“The only thing that is 
not real is the vomit you 
often see at crashes,” 
said Ellingson.

As the 180 students 
in grades 10-12 arrived 
and seated themselves 
in portable bleachers, 
the crash was ready to 
begin.

Chief Skillestad 
addressed the students, 
“This is a very special 
day (Prom). I’ve been to 
similar crashes to what 
you are going to see 
today and it is critical 
that you be respectful 
and quiet.”

Senior Carson Wacek 
was a student spectator. 

He said it was import-
ant to pay attention 
when driving. He also 
said young people 
should make smart 
choices and should not 
be reckless. Be safe, he 
urged others.

Addison Doocy 
directed full attention 
to what was happening 
just across from Victory 
Field.

Horror  
Played Out
The actual crash 

was programmed for 
9:30 a.m. to allow for all 
students in grades 10-12 
to watch the horror in 
front of them. Screams 
and moans were heard 
as police first arrived 
on the scene after the 
911 call was made.

The BP Fire Depart-
ment and BP Ambu-
lance Service were next 
to respond.

Firefighters respond-
ed with the Jaws of Life 
and opened the white 

car like a can of vegeta-
bles. The victims were 
then removed from 
their car.

Ambulance person-
nel set up IVs and did 
chest compressions on 
victims of the car crash.

The police quick-
ly separated driver 
Winzenburg from a dis-
traught family member. 
Officer Dan Peach then 
processed Winzenburg 
by utilizing a breatha-
lyzer test. She was then 
placed in handcuffs 
when her blood alcohol 
content reached.165 
(minimum is.08).

A truck driver who 
just happened to be 
making a delivery to 
BPHS, asked if he could 
address the BPHS 
students. He said stu-

dents should take this 
re-enactment seriously. 
“Don’t drink and drive,” 
he cautioned.

Consequences
Ellingson’s daugh-

ter Stephanie said she 
hoped the students “felt” 
the mood at the scene. 
“It should have kids 
thinking before they act. 
“There are consequenc-
es,” she said.

“The crash should 
have had an impact 
on everyone,” said 
Stephanie Ellingson. 
“It gets in your mind,” 
she added.

Worlein Funeral 
Home of Blooming 
Prairie and Austin 
also participated in 
the mock event. Joe 
Jensen and Tyler Hoff 

transferred the dead 
victims to a mortuary 
vehicle.

Assistant Fire 
Chief Mike Ingvalson 
brushed past Chief 
Skillestad and said, 
“Thanks for organizing 
this.”

City administrator 
Andrew Langholz, May-
or Curt Esplan and City 
Attorney Jason Iacav-
ino watched the scene 
develop from their view-
ing spot just to the west 
of the bleachers.

“This mock crash 
made me tear up,” con-
fessed Skillestad.

Switching her 
roles from car driver 
(villain) to high school 
student, Melanie Wiz-
enburg said the crash 
exercise “put every-
thing in perspective.”

A bystander com-
mented: “You don’t 
want to scare the kids, 
but they have to under-
stand that this is the 
real world.”

BP: Crashes are life changing
◄ CRASHES from A1

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
The Jaws of Life is a very important tool used by firefighters. Here, Blooming Prairie firefighters use the Jaws of Life to 
try to extricate crash victims.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
With family looking on, Blooming Prairie police officers Dan Peach, left, and Rick Ellington 
tend to a seriously injured person by performing CPR. 

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
It often takes drama to make a point about safety. These First Responders, city officials, funeral home directors and Blooming Prairie High School students made Friday's 
mock car crash a grand success.

STAFF PHOTO BY HOWARD LESTRUD
Ambulance crew members place an accident victim in the Blooming Prairie 
ambulance during a mock car crash last Friday. All Blooming Prairie High 
School students witnessed the exercise.

"Yes, this was a bad crash."
Greg Skillestad

BP Police Chief
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COURT NEWS
steele County

The following case was 
heard in Steele County 
District Court the week of 
April 25 with Judge Joseph 
A. Bueltel presiding:
Michael J. McClatchey, 
48, Mankato, previous-
ly appeared and was 
convicted of felony 
possession of marijuana, 
felony assault and gross 
misdemeanor counter-
feit currency. He was 
sentenced to $1,150, 346 
days in county jail, obtain 
and maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
psychological evaluation, 
no possession of firearms, 
cognitive skill training, an-
ger management, obtain 
permission to leave the 
state, chemical assess-
ment, no contact with vic-
tim, 20 hours of communi-
ty service and 5 years of 
supervised probation.
The following misdemean-
ors and petty misde-
meanors were heard in 
Steele County District 
Court the week of April 25 
– May 1:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Rodolfo Aguiluz Jr., 32, 
Austin, suspended license 
and no insurance, $475; 
Jason A. Cole, 46, Osage, 
IA, hands free violation, 
$125; Johnny E. Davis, 57, 
Austin, revoked license, 
$275; Moo E. Htoo, 26, 
Austin, speeding, $215; 
Michael R. Kellar, 48, 
Owatonna, hands free vi-
olation, $125; Christopher 
J. Maly-Price, 18, Lyle, 
hands free violation, $125.

MN STATE PATROL 
ROCHESTER

Mohammed A. Abdulla, 
20, Ames, IA, speeding, 
$135; Robert D. Anderson, 
48, Woodbury, speeding, 
$125; Tanner P. Archam-
bault, 31, Duluth, no 
insurance, $275; Brooke 
L. Bacon, 19, Baxter, IA, 
speeding, $275; Lucio 
Barrera, 44, Minneapolis, 
no license, $175; Bro-
dy J. Bartholomew, 24, 
Fargo, ND, speeding, $125; 
Derek D. Bogenschutz, 
39, Owatonna, speeding, 
$125; Richard L. Brown, 62, 
Thompson, IA, open bottle, 
$175; Darin J. Cisneros, 54, 
Holladay, UT, speeding, 
$135; Alexander J. Davis, 
19, Roseville, speeding, 

$275; Ellen L. Degler, 29, 
Chanhassen, speeding, 
$115; Brea M. Dowd, 17, 
North Branch, speeding, 
$115; Maret D. Elgren, 22, 
Chanhassen, speeding, 
$135; Jacob V. Emerfoll, 29, 
Blaine, no license and re-
voked license, $375; Julius 
D. Franklin, 25, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Winston 
M. Freeman, 35, Wood-
bury, speeding, $135; Rich-
ard J. Gagnier, 36, Owaton-
na, speeding, $115; Daniel 
A. Garcia, 22, Owatonna, 
no license and suspended 
license, $375; Kamden J. 
Gostomczik, 21, Byron, 
speeding, $135; Danielle R. 
Guentzel, 29, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Myron L. 
Hanson, 59, Owatonna, 
speeding, $115; Makena J. 
Jensen, 18, Dodge Center, 
speeding, $115; Tristan 
A. Jurgens, 24, Montrose, 
speeding, $125; Caden J. 
Kubicek, 19, Owatonna, 
speeding, $125; Andrea 
M. Lester, 31, Mason 
City, IA, speeding, $135; 
Whitney C. Lockman, 41, 
Fort Dodge, IA, speeding, 
$115; Rashed K. Marzooq 
Rashed Alharees Alazmi, 
30, Rochester, speeding, 
$115; Luciano R. Maya, 
52, Owatonna, speeding, 
$135; Gaven C. Miller, 18, 
Owatonna, windshield tint 
violation, $125; Alexan-
der Moloschnikow, 62, 
Excelsior, speeding, stay 
of adjudication, $125 and 
1 year of unsupervised 
monitoring without convic-
tion; Ojwak O. Okoth, 38, 
Mankato, speeding, $115; 
Angela R. Shadden, 45, 
Branson, MO, speeding, 
$115; Jose B. Sotelo, 27, 
Burnsville, speeding, $115; 
Paul Z. Tchoulhakian, 23, 
Santa Clarita, CA, speed-
ing, $135; Carter J. Warner, 
21, Owatonna, speeding, 
$215; Tarren J. Weise, 23, 
Owatonna, seat belt, $100.

OWATONNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Aweys M. Abubakar, 
39, Owatonna, revoked 
license, $275; Joseph J. 
Byrne, 38, Owatonna, seat 
belt, $100; Andrew D. Cam-
bronne, 29, Owatonna, fail-
ure to obtain new license, 
$95; Kirsten T. Conry, 
40, Owatonna, failure to 
obtain new license, $95; 
Rebecca L. Danner, 25, 
Le Sueur, possession of 
marijuana and give peace 
officer false information, 
stay of adjudication, $100, 
30 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, no alcohol or 

controlled substance use 
and 1 year of supervised 
probation; Kathleen E. 
Demars, 76, Faribault, 
failure to stop for traffic 
control signal, $125; Taylor 
M. Disher, 29, Owatonna, 
revoked license, posses-
sion of marijuana and 
paraphernalia, $375; Sara 
E. Egan, 34, Owatonna, 
revoked license, $275; Eric 
A. Esquivel, 25, Owatonna, 
window tint violation and 
wheel flaps violation, $175; 
Douglas W. Fisher, 60, 
Owatonna, abandoned ve-
hicle, $125; Aaron M. Fitz-
patrick, 43, Medford, pos-
session of paraphernalia, 
$125; Leandro O. Garza, 
38, Owatonna, assault, 
$200, 2 days in county 
jail, maintain employment, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
obtain permission to leave 
the state, domestic abuse 
counseling and 1 year 
of supervised probation; 
Madison E. Gedde, 26, 
Bloomington, expired tabs, 
$105; Arturo Gonzalez 
Tellez, 30, Hopkins, expired 
tabs, $105; Roland D. 
James, 62, Owatonna, no 
insurance, $275; Joshua D. 
Kiefer, 19, Owatonna, DWI, 
$400, chemical assess-
ment, no alcohol or con-
trolled substance use, do 
not enter liquor establish-
ments and 1 year of unsu-
pervised probation; Colby 
L. Kuefner, 20, Owatonna, 
muffler violation, $125; 
Nathan C. Lancaster, 27, 
Owatonna, invalid license 
and no insurance, $375; 
Jason S. Marik, 34, Owa-
tonna, expired tabs, $105; 
Jeff R. Merrill, 30, Owa-
tonna, expired tabs, $105; 
Nereus R. Montemayor, 
24, Owatonna, revoked li-
cense and seat belt, $300; 
Daniel Pena, 26, Mission, 
TX, DWI, $450, 30 days 
in county jail, substance 
abuse subtle screening 
inventory, do not enter 
liquor establishments, no 
alcohol or controlled sub-
stance use, attend MADD 
impact panel, 224 hours of 
community service and 2 
years of supervised pro-
bation; Eddie L. Sherden, 
45, Owatonna, no 
insurance, $275; Cindy J. 
Thompson, 48, Owatonna, 
speeding, $135; Dominick 
J. Vargas, 16, Owatonna, 
speeding and window tint 
violation, $185; Rochelle A. 
Vela, 49, Owatonna, DWI, 
$450, 3 days in county 
jail, chemical dependency 
evaluation, attend MADD 

impact panel, 30 hours of 
community service and 
1 year of unsupervised 
probation; Zachary T. Wa-
letich, 28, Owatonna, seat 
belt, $100.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Mary A. Ahrens, 52, 
Medford, revoked license, 
$275; Shane D. Anderson, 
53, Hope, parking violation, 
$37; Kevin W. Asprey, 63, 
Hayfield, failure to keep 
to the right, $125; Michael 
E. Brady, 55, Faribault, 
speeding, $115; Troy 
T. Cook, 38, Faribault, 
revoked license, $275; 
David Estrada Andrade, 
20, Minneapolis, speed-
ing, $125; Carrie L. Fierst, 
35, Owatonna, DWI, $150, 
substance abuse subtle 
screening inventory, do 
not enter liquor estab-
lishments, no alcohol or 
controlled substance use 
and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation; Phoenix D. 
Gibson, 23, Russell, speed-
ing, $115; Jordan M. Grams, 
26, Mankato, speeding, 
$135; Jerome D. Kangas, 
58, Blaine, speeding, $135; 
Brooke N. Moreno, 33, 
Faribault, speeding, $115; 
Hailey A. Vath, 30, Bloom-
ing Prairie, speeding, $135; 
Jeremy M. Wenzel, 34, 
Albert Lea, speeding, $115; 
Derrick D. White, 23, North 
Mankato, speeding, $115; 
Luther Wynder, 41, Minne-
apolis, speeding, $115.

ARRESTS
steele County

OWATONNA POLICE
Tavean Gregory McRelly, 
27, arrested at 3:43 p.m. 
May 2, warrant arrest, 
held for court.
Gerald Ray Gruber, 45, ar-
rested at 12:10 a.m. May 
4, order for protection 
violation, held for court.
Mark Anthony Burciaga, 
24, arrested at 11:18 
p.m. May 3, DWI, revoked 
license and possession 
of paraphernalia, held for 
court.
Adam Edward Sorum, 35, 
arrested at 3 a.m. May 4, 
DWI, held for court.
Angela Marie Rojas-Flores, 
49, arrested at 9:42 p.m. 
May 5, DWI, held for court.

STEELE COUNTY 
SHERIFF

Zachery Carlyle Vangen, 
29, arrested at 4:15 p.m. 

Criminal Sexual Conduct: Owatonna Police began an investigation of criminal sexual 
conduct in the 2300 block of 43rd St. NW at 2:38 p.m. on May 2. 

BLOTTER 
SPOTLIGHT

GLEN MIKE BRETT

BRICK-MEGER FUNERAL HOME
MEDFORD FUNERAL HOME
Proudly Serving Steele CountyProudly Serving Steele County

megercares.com | 507.451.1457TRUST US TO HANDLE WITH CARE

See BLOTTER on A14 ►

Woman uses ‘immunity 
card’ during local traffic stop

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

A Medford woman 
who used a “mandatory 
notice foreign sovereign 
immunities act” (FSIA) 
card when pulled over 
by law enforcement has 
made her first appear-
ance in Steele County 
District Court.

Sylvia Mary Lee, 72, 
faces one count of intent 
to escape motor vehi-
cle registration tax, a 
gross misdemeanor. She 
was also charged with 
misdemeanor counts of 
driving after revocation, 

vehicle registration/per-
mit/plates required, and 
having an unregistered 
motor vehicle.

She was released on 
$3,000 unconditional 
bond and is due back in 
court Monday.

The charges stem 
from an incident in 
January, when a Steele 
County deputy spotted 
what he believed to be a 
speeding car in Med-
ford. The deputy turned 
his car around to follow; 
the vehicle spun out on 
a turn and stopped in 
the road.

Meth possession sends 
man back to prison
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

An Owatonna man 
who predicted he’d be 
returning to prison 
when he was arrested in 
December was, in fact, 
sentenced to more than 
10 years in prison.

Kevin James Welsh, 
45, received a 125-month 
sentence last week in 
Steele County District 
Court after pleading 
guilty to one felony 
count of first-degree 
drug possession. He was 
given credit for 127 days 
already served.

Welsh was charged 
after an incident Dec. 
29, when agents made a 
residence check on his 
home in Owatonna.

According to the 
criminal complaint, 
they found a scale, 
empty plastic bags, 
and a large plastic bag 
containing individual 
smaller bags of meth-
amphetamine inside 
the furnace. Welsh had 
nearly $1,400 in his 
pocket.

With packaging, the 

meth weighed 871.8 
grams, or 1.9 pounds.

Welsh admitted 
knowing the meth was 
there and said, “I’m 
going back to prison.”

This case marked the 
second time he’s been 
sentenced to prison for 
possessing two pounds 
of meth. The last time 
was in April 2020; Welsh 
served 19 months of that 
seven-year sentence 
before the Minnesota 
Department of Correc-
tions released him to 
community housing.

Welsh has five prior 
felony convictions for 
drug possession, includ-
ing the 2020 case.

Owatonna police 
officers sworn, 

promoted
BY JONI HUBRED

neWs edITOR

Owatonna Police of-
ficers and their families 
filled the city council 
chamber Tuesday as 
three officers were 
sworn and two celebrat-
ed promotions.

Third District Court 
Chief Judge Joseph A. 
Bueltel administered 
oaths to officers Hunter 
Jenzen, Kyle Martin, and 
Zachary Plein, and ser-
geants Ben Johnson and 
Valerie Satre. The brief 
ceremony was followed 
by a celebration in the 
Owatonna Arts Center.

“We are very, very 
proud of our Owaton-
na police force,” said 
council president Greg 
Schultz. “I know this is 
a tough time out there, 
but you do us proud.”

Police Chief Keith 
Hiller shared informa-
tion about each of the 
honorees:

Plein has worked for 
the department’s Patrol 
Division for more than 
two years, after serving 
with the Dodge County 
Sheriff’s Office and Kas-
son Police Department. 
He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal jus-

tice from the University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

Born in Ontario, 
Canada, Martin grew 
up in Faribault. After 
earning a diploma in 
Small Engine Mechan-
ics from South Central 
College, he pursued 
his dream career and 
enrolled at Riverland 
Community College, 
where he earned an 
associate’s degree in law 
enforcement. Among the 
first Owatonna Police 
Reserve officers, he 
worked as a full-time 
licensed police officer for 
Madelia before return-
ing to Owatonna in 2021.

Jenzen, a native of 
Springfield, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice from 
Gustavus Adolphus 
College. He previously 
worked as a dispatch-
er and deputy for the 
Waseca County Sheriff’s 
Office and as a Waterville 
Police Department officer 
for three years before 
coming to Owatonna.

Satre lived in Seattle, 
Wash. and Bozeman, 
Mont. before moving to 
Minnesota. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree in 
physical education and 
an associate’s degree in 

law enforcement from 
Rasmussen College. She 
was hired by the Owa-
tonna Police Depart-
ment after working as a 
police clerk and police 
office coordinator for 
the Robbinsdale Police 
Department.

After growing up near 
Chester, Iowa, Johnson 
earned his law enforce-
ment degree after attend-
ing Hennepin Technical 
College and Inver Hills 
Community College. Be-
fore joining Owatonna’s 
force in 2012, he worked 
as an intern with Apple 
Valley Police Depart-
ment and as a reserve 
officer for the Hasting 
Police Department.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
From left, Owatonna Police Officers Kyle Martin, Zachary Plein, and Hunter Jenzen 
share a laugh during Tuesday’s swearing in ceremony at Owatonna City Hall. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
During Tuesday’s Owatonna city council meeting, family members pinned badges onto newly sworn and 
promoted police officers. Pictured from left are Sgt. Valerie Satre with her father, Tom Schwartz, and Sgt. Ben 
Johnson with his mother, Leslie Johnson. 

Kevin Welsh

See WOMAN on A14 ►
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Hometown Business

We love our Library

DATES:  Thursday, May 12, Noon – 6 pm
Friday, May 13, 9 am – 5 pm
Saturday, May 14, 9 am – 1 pm

USED BOOK SALE

City Council Chambers
138 Highway Ave S.

Blooming Prairie, MN

BOOKS, DVDS, CDS, Miscellaneous items
WE LOVE OUR Library!

Bring your own box or bag to fill up!

Sponsored by Friends of the Blooming Prairie Library 
 All proceeds go to fund projects and programs at the library

One section of like-new 
books will be $1.00

Other books not marked 
– please give what you 

think they are worth

B to Z Hardware
B to Z Hardware has been operating on Blooming Prairie’s Main Street for many years. Betlach & Zweiner 

sold B to Z Hardware to the Peaches and Johnsons who have owned the business for 20 years. B to Z 
Hardware has been a Chamber member since 2002. We appreciate Greg and Kathy Johnson and Dan 

and Je� Peach for their continued support of the Chamber and the Blooming Prairie Area Community. 
B to Z Hardware o�ers a wide range of hardware needs, including hardware, service to windows and 
screen repair, pipe cutting and threading, glass cutting and party rental services. B to Z hardware is 

located at 323 Main St. E. in downtown Blooming Prairie. 
They are open Monday–Friday 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m., and Saturday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

You can also visit them on Facebook by searching “B to Z Hardware” or give them a call at 507-583-4469.

Congratulations to Hene�eld & Iacovino Attorneys at Law for being 
recognized as the Chamber of Commerce Business of the Week!

B to Z Hardware is this month’s featured business
for the Blooming Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce.

7596 NW 40th St. Owatonna • www.ColesElectric.com

&

classic 
parts

misgen auto parts

80658 120th St.  |  Glenville, MN 56036
 507-448-7111 (by appointment)

12880 SW 72nd Ave., 
Ellendale, MN 58026 

800-358-4902
507-684-210

0www.misgen.com

Full-service & self -service 
automotive recycler

Late model cars & trucks

misgen
auto parts

Troy
Rod

Cindy

Honest-1 Auto Care

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-451-5990
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7AM–6PM

Federated donates $300K to Community Pathways
Federated Insur-

ance recently donated 
$300,000 to Community 
Pathways of Steele 
County, contributing to 
the non-profit organi-
zation’s $2.6 million 
capital campaign to ex-
pand its facility to meet 
the growing need of 
families and the greater 
community. 

“We are incredi-
bly proud to have an 
important relationship 
with Community Path-
ways of Steele Coun-
ty,” said Jeff Fetters, 
chairman, Federated 
Insurance. “For more 
than a quarter of a cen-

tury, Federated and its 
employees have shared 
a commitment to their 
mission, because we 
believe wholeheart-
edly in promoting a 
stronger and healthier 
community.”

The new build 
will double the space, 
allowing Community 
Pathways the ability 
to carry more inven-
tory of food, clothing, 
and household items. 
Non-profit partnership 
organizations, Let’s 
Smile, Inc. and Transi-
tional Housing of Steele 
County, will also have 
corresponding work-

spaces onsite, making 
their services easily 
accessible to communi-
ty members.

“We are pleased 
to be making this 
transformative dona-
tion to Community 
Pathways,” said Mike 
Kerr, president and 
chief executive officer, 
Federated Insurance. 
“It reflects the value we 
place on the work this 
incredible organization 
does. They truly are 
making a lasting im-
pact in the community, 
and we’re grateful to be 
part of that.”

Federated Insurance 
has partnered with 
Community Pathways 
of Steele County for 
several decades.

“It is humbling to 
receive this level of 
support and trust from 
Federated Insurance. 
We are passionate about 
what we do and those 
we serve, but we cannot 
do it alone. It takes part-
nerships,” said Dom 
Korbel, executive direc-

tor, Community Path-
ways of Steele County. 
“Their donation to our 
expansion project is 
the most recent exam-
ple of a long-standing 

commitment from 
Federated Insurance to 
help us create stability 
in the lives of countless 
families in our commu-
nity. We simply cannot 

thank them enough.”
A check totaling 

$300,000 was presented 
to Community Path-
ways of Steele County 
in April.

Sun shines on Farmers Market opening day
BY JONI HUBRED

neWs edITOR

By around 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, the Sanders 
family’s vendor table at 
the Owatonna Farmers 
Market in Central Park 
was practically empty.

A pile of baked goods 
had dwindled to three, 
a few jars of elderberry 
syrup remained, along 
with a single tomato 
plant. While Sarah and 
her sons Silas and Oba-
diah seemed pleased 
with their success, 
they would probably 
have been just as happy 
shopping.

“We love the Farm-
ers Market,” Sarah 

Sanders said. “We were 
shoppers for a long 
time, and now we’re 
sellers again.”

The market experi-
ence, she said, gives her 
children an opportunity 
to learn new skills, like 
making change.

“It’s also good 
practice for customer 
service,” Silas said.

Barbara Evenson 
returned to the market 
after participating for 
about half of last year. 
She sells everything 
from potpourri jars and 
doll clothes to lighted 
bouquets and cat toys 
at her Crafts by Barb 
table.

Evenson said she had 

been crafting for years 
before she started mak-
ing extra items to sell.

“I enjoy it,” she said. 
“My sisters and I have 
done it for years... and 
it just kind of ballooned 
from there.”

For Samantha Kubat, 
bringing her Divergent 
by Design business to 
the market marked an 
important goal. She 
chose her business 
name because she lives 
with ADHD (Atten-
tion-deficit/hyperactivi-
ty disorder).

“I wanted an all-en-
compassing brand so 
that I can change up 
stuff any time,” the 
Owatonna native said.

Kubat set up dis-
plays for her epoxy art, 
something she caught 
on to while watching 
YouTube videos, just 
once last year, but was 
determined to return.

“It was always a goal 
of mine to have enough 
inventory to get a table 
or booth,” she said. 
“I’ve always been super 
artistic.”

Dozens of vendors 
all offering handmade 
items and locally grown 
produce will line the 
sidewalk in the park on 
Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m., through October. 
To learn more, follow 
the Owatonna Farmers 
Market on Facebook.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Federated Insurance of Owatonna has donated $300,000 to Community Pathways 
of Steele County. Involved in the presentation included: back row, from left: Kobe 
Lamka, Pathways volunteer; Dakota Oreskovich, Pathways unique finds coordinator; 
Troy Bice, Pathways mobile delivery coordinator and Nick Lower, Federated 
executive vice president-chief operating officer; front row: Jeff Fetters, Federated 
chairman; Dom Korbel, Pathways executive director; Holly Jorgenson, executive 
director, Let’s Smile, Inc.; Julie Anderson, executive director, Transitional Housing 
of Steele County; Deb Fearn, Pathways market place coordinator; Mike Keller, 
Federated executive vice president-chief financial officer; Mike Kerr, Federated 
president and chief executive officer; and Judy Buenger, Pathways market place 
inventory coordinator.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Silas, Obadiah, and Sarah Sanders of Owatonna 
nearly sold out of baked goods, elderberry syrup, and 
tomato plants by mid-morning at Saturday’s Farmers 
Market in Central Park. 

CdI names new VP
Tom Peterson, pres-

ident of Climate by De-
sign International (CDI) 
is pleased to announce 

that Mike Peterson has 
been promoted to vice 
president.

Mike Peterson has 

proven himself in 
every position he’s held 
at CDI. He began his 
career at CDI in high 
school as a draftsman 
and returned after 
finishing college to fill 
various management 
and leadership positions 
in product develop-
ment, engineering, and 
sales. He has brought 
outstanding business 
results in his most 
recent position as the 
vice president of Sales 
Engineering by utiliz-
ing lean methodology, 
coaching, and mentor-
ing people, improving 
processes, and commu-
nicating effectively.

“Mike is committed 
to the mission, vision, 
and values of CDI, and 
walks them out daily 
in everything he does,” 
said Tom Peterson, CEO 
and founder. “I believe 

See CDI on A13 ►
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST
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Healthy 

Smiles

drdeborahlienorthodontics.com

507-583-6613
nd132 2  Ave NE  |  Blooming Prairie

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Deborah Lien

Mike’s values, commit-
ment, abilities, experi-
ence, and education will 
continue to bring him 
success in his new role 
and add value to the 
company and CDI Team 
well into the future as 
we grow and expand.”

In Peterson’s new po-
sition, he will continue 
to perform many of the 
responsibilities we have 
come to expect and rely 
on. As CDI grows and 
expands, some of those 
roles will be spun off 

into new positions as he 
broadens his leadership 
role in coaching leaders, 
communicating, devel-
oping strategic plans, 
and achieving strategic 
initiatives.

“I am humbled to 
have the opportunity 
to lead CDI towards 
achieving our strate-
gic goals during this 
exciting chapter in our 
30-year history,” said 
Mike Peterson. “I look 
forward to aligning 
the whole organization 
around helping our 
customers achieve their 
critical mission while 
continuing to strength-
en the values that make 
CDI truly unique. The 
culture that we have 
created with the people 
that are part of our 
team is one of a kind.”

Mike Peterson has 
more than 20 years of 
experience in the HVAC 
and manufacturing 
industries. He holds a 

B.S. Degree in mechan-
ical engineering from 
the Milwaukee School 
of Engineering and an 
M.S. in mechanical en-
gineering from Purdue 
University.

CDI names new VP
◄ CDI from A12

Mike Peterson

First-year DECA member 
competes in Atlanta
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

Last year, Dylan 
Meiners didn’t know 
much about DECA.

This year, he’s 
traveling to the national 
competition.

“I’d heard it was a 
thing that existed,” he 
said, “but I didn’t know 
much about it.”

After learning a few 
things about the organi-
zation that encourages 
the development of 
business and leadership 
skills, “my brother and 
I wanted to try DECA 
this year,” Meiners said.

As a first-year 
member of the club at 
Owatonna High School 
(OHS), he was limited to 
competing in Principles 
of Business Adminis-
tration events, which 
measure the student’s 
proficiency in academic 
and technical content 
across marketing, 
finance, hospitality, and 
business management 
and administration.

Meiners answered 
questions and did two 
role-playing, prob-
lem-solving events that 
addressed the princi-
ples of finance but also 
focused on customer 
relations and hospitality, 
he said.

He placed first at the 
district competition in 
Owatonna and advanced 
to the state competition, 
where he placed fourth. 
That was enough to get 
him a spot in the na-
tional competition, held 
April 23-26 in Atlanta.

Though Meiners is 
committed to a career 
in the military – he 
will attend the U.S. Air 
Force Academy outside 
of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado and hopes to 
eventually train as a 
pilot – he’s grateful for 
his brief time in DECA.

“The principles, 
the skills can help in 
almost every aspect 
of life,” Meiners said, 
“and that’s something 
that makes me wish I’d 
joined earlier. There 
were skills that I 
could’ve learned before 
my senior year.”

Still, during his in-
terviews for admission 
to the military, “it was 
apparent that leader-
ship was a high priority 
and will be taught at the 
Air Force Academy,” 
Meiners said.

In addition to DECA 
and cross country, he’s 
active in robotics, ten-
nis, Knowledge Bowl, 
National Honor Society, 
Boy Scouts, and Trinity 
Lutheran Church.

His time serving on 
OHS Student Council 
prepared him for a lead-
ership role, but not how 
you might think.

“It helped me realize 
there’s a lot more that 
can be learned about 
being a leader,” Meiners 
said. “More than I can 
learn about it and that I 
may never know.”

The son of Michelle 
and Brent Meiners, of 
Owatonna, wasn’t ner-
vous in the days leading 
up to the Atlanta com-
petition.

“I’ll just give it my 
all, and that’s the best I 
can do,” he said.

All DECA officers 
from the Owatonna 
chapter traveled to At-
lanta, as well. They are:

Connor Ginskey, 
president; Preston 
Meier, vice-president 
of communications; 
Hillary Haarstad, 
vice-president of mar-
keting; Cael Dowling, 
vice-president of com-
munity service; Claire 
Heyne, secretary; Au-
drey Simon, treasurer.

Chamber ambassadors visit businesses

High Bar Brands hires 
new territory manager
Heavy-duty after-

market supplier High 
Bar Brands has hired 
Julian Hansen as its 
new Northeast Territo-
ry manager.

HBB Northeast Region-
al Manager Tyler Blae-
dorn says Hansen’s sales 
experience and interview 
skills won him over.

“Julian came from 
the forklift tire business 
where he helped grow a 
small company to over a 
billion-dollar company,” 
Blaedorn said.

“I have over 20 years of 
experience working with 
industrial manufactur-

ing companies and HBB 
is very similar in many 
ways,” Hansen said.

Hansen grew up in 
several places – Florida, 
Virginia, Texas – and 
currently lives in New 
Hampshire.

“I’m really looking 
forward to being out on 
the road in the North-
east Territory and 
connecting, and in some 
cases reconnecting, 
with HBB customers 
and strengthening 
those relationships,” 
Hansen said.

“Julian has many 
years of traveling the 

Northeast, with many 
contacts in trucking 
fleets, repair shops, and 
distributors,” Blaedorn 
said. “He is a great addi-
tion to High Bar Brands.”

Contact Julian 
Hansen at jhansen@
highbarbrands.com.

High Bar Brands is 
based in Owatonna.

Corporate Recognition 
celebrates 25 years

Corporate Recogni-
tion is celebrating 25 
years in business as a 
distributor of promo-
tional products, gifts, 
and recognition awards.

Pam and Ryan Kubat 
established Corporate 
Recognition in 1997 
to provide businesses 
with creative and useful 
methods to advertise 
their business and rec-
ognize their employees. 
After starting the busi-
ness in their basement, 
and then expanding to 
its first downtown store-

front for the next 12 
years, Corporate Recog-
nition moved in 2016 to 
the current location to 
offer a showroom at 125 
W. Bridge St. Corporate 
Recognition works with 
businesses of all sizes 
and types of industries 
across southern Min-
nesota and the whole 
USA.

“We are thankful 
for every customer and 
new relationship devel-
oped since inception, 
and we have continued 
to be involved in our 

community as well as 
in Kingdom-minded ef-
forts,” the Kubats said. 
“Corporate Recognition 
continues to be inspired 
assisting businesses 
with creative promo-
tional products to grow 
their business, thank 
customers, and reward 
their employees.”

Additional informa-
tion about Corporate 
Recognition, products, 
or events, can be found 
on its website at www.
corporaterecognition.
com.

Dylan Meiners

Julian Hansen

ALL PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY THE CHAMBER
Ambassadors from the Owatonna Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism 
recently visited these local businesses, pictured from top: new member Martin 
Family LLC of Owatonna, owned by Al, Cathy, Eric and Keith Martin and 
specializing in property development, management, and rentals; Owatonna 
Glass, owned by Mike and Jared Fuller, at their new location, 650 North Elm 
Street; Corporate Recognition, owned by Pam and Ryan Kubat, celebrating its 
25th year of providing ideas and imprinted items to promote businesses and 
events; Lilly and Rose Boutique, a women's clothing store featuring affordable, 
casual styles in a range of sizes and owned by Jodi Jendrysik, at their new 
location, 211 North Cedar.
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was the application of 
herbicides, to cut down 
on weeds.

In southeast Minne-
sota, he said, “we don’t 
usually apply nitrogen 
in the fall, because of 
(topsoil) loss, so that’ll 
have to be going on this 
spring.”

But even those things 
aren’t as dependable as 
usual this year.

“The challenges are 
the cost and availability 
of inputs,” Nicolai said. 
“Fertilizer, weed con-
trol, fuel, spare parts” 
have all increased dra-
matically in price, and 
“some herbicides are 
in short supply. Still, 
it’s not a catastrophe, 
because there are other 
options.”

The overall picture 
remains positive.

“One thing that is 
happening, no matter 
what, is your days are 
getting longer,” he said. 

“More daylight and 
more chance for warm-
ing the soil is on our 
side. A lot of the hybrids 
in corn they plant nowa-
days are more tolerant 
of a cold environment 
and will do a good job 
in terms of being able 
to handle this” cooler 
spring.

In addition, “prices 
are good,” Nicolai said. 
“All in all, commodity 
prices are positive. 
Supply and demand will 
have an effect because 

it’s a worldwide market. 
We’re impacted by the 
war in Ukraine in the 
small grain side,” and 
all of the Midwest has 
been affected by the 
poor weather conditions.

Later planting dates 
aren’t as harmful as 
they were decades ago, 
he added.

“A number of farm-
ers have obviously ac-
quired larger machin-
ery, to get more acres 
done in a day’s time.”

The real date to 
watch is later this 
summer.

“Our critical time is 
late July, early August,” 
Nicolai said. “It’s the 
heat and dryness that 
will affect the yield. 
I’ve heard predictions 
of hotter-than-usual 
weather, so that’s on the 
horizon.”

But for now, he said, 
“if we can plant corn 
in early May; if we can 
plant our soybeans by 

early- to mid-May, we’ll 
have an acceptable crop 
… there’s not a serious 
impact here for fall 
yields, but if we’re not in 
the field by May 10 to 15, 
it’ll be very concerning.”

If it has seemed cool-
er, rainier, and windier 
than normal, that’s 
because it has been.

Minnesota has had 
the 13th wettest spring 
and 12th coolest spring 
since 1872, according to 
meteorological records 
for the state.

“For now, it’s still 
manageable,” Nicolai 
emphasized last week. 
“There’s not much they 
can be doing except fix 
machinery and look out 
the window.”

One last concern, he 
said, is safety.

“Everybody take 
care, driving up and 
down the road,” he 
said. “Watch out for one 
another. People will be 
working long hours.”

NEWS

Could mom and her friend use their 
GrandPads for video calls together?
Dear Live Grand: 

When it became obvious 
that my 84-year-old 
mother needed some 
help, we decided together 
that she should move to 
an assisted living facility 
that’s close to the family. 
That way, we can visit 
her for fun as well as 
keep an eye on her care. 
So far, she’s enjoying 
her new friends, but 
she misses visiting with 
her best friend from her 
old neighborhood. This 
lady has a GrandPad 
and says that her tablet 
makes video calls easy. 
Mom’s memory isn’t 
great, but her friend 
says that this tablet 
makes video calls so 
simple there’s nothing to 
remember. Would Mom 
and her friend be able to 
have video chats together 
using their tablets? – SK

Dear SK: We’re 
happy to hear that 
your mom is enjoying 
her new home! With a 
GrandPad to help her 
chat with this old friend 
as well as family, she’ll 
continue to feel com-
fortable with her life.

First, it’s good to 
understand that the 
GrandPad tablet is 
uniquely designed for 
older adults so your 
mom wouldn’t have any 

trouble using the video 
calls or other features 
that she might enjoy.

Just as your mom’s 
friend says, video/
audio chats are super 
simple. When one of her 
contacts calls her, she’d 
see their image and just 
touch Answer. If she 
wanted to call someone, 
she’d touch her Calls 
app and then select the 
person from their photo 
and touch Call. That’s it. 
To connect her Grand-
Pad with her friend’s 
GrandPad, the family 
admin would talk to our 
helpful support team, 
and they could enable 
calls between them.

There’d be no scam 
calls to concern you 
because your mom’s 
only contacts would be 
those who have been 
added by the family 
admin. Should she need 
assistance while using 
her GrandPad she’d 
simply tap the HELP 
icon, and her personal 
representative would 
answer. These friendly 
member service agents 
are available 24/7, 365 
days a year.

She’d love the Photos 
app!? The family admin 
would upload your 
mom’s favorite pictures 
and family videos. Then 

she’d just click the app 
whenever she wanted to 
view them.

Once your mom is 
comfortable using her 
GrandPad for calls and 
viewing photos she may 
want to explore the 
Games app where she 
could play card games 
like hearts, or other 
games like Tic-Tac-Toe.

Music choices 
range from classical to 
country, and religious 
to rock and roll, so if 
she enjoys music, she’d 
just touch her preferred 
option. If she likes a 
song, she could add it to 
her Music Collection. 
The Radio app has 
wonderful pre-sets like 
GrandPad Radio, and 
the family admin could 
add additional stations 
if desired.

There’s a toolbox 
that holds a flashlight, 
a magnifier, and a cal-
culator, and the Moods 
app is wonderful for 
relaxing.

Since the one thing 
that your mom misses 
most is visits with her 
friend, we’d encour-
age you to purchase a 
GrandPad for her and 
have that connection set 
up. From there, she’d 
find all kinds of things 
to enjoy, but first things 
first, right?

Live Grand is a 
weekly column brought 
to you by GrandPad 
– the simplest, safest 
tablet-based solution 
that helps reconnect 
families. To submit 
your question, see: 
www.LiveGrand.me.

Shop our biggest SALE of the year!

A SUPER GIFT FOR YOUR 
SUPER MOM
(800)704-9412 
GrandPad.net 

LOOK WHO'S BEING AWESOME!
Blossoms Students of the Week

Blooming Prairie Elementary School
Ellee Johnson – 4A
Mrs. Volgarino’s Class
Parents: Michael & Wendy Johnson

Skylar Schwab – 5C 
Mrs. Hadrath’s Class
Parents: Samantha Wittstruck & Joshua Hill

Jaylynn Sletten – 6A 
Mr. Peterson’s Class 
Parents: Natasha Smith and Aaron Sletten

Ellee is a great example of Prairie Pride in our school! 
Ellee is a hard working and dedicated student. She 
always gives her best e�ort and takes pride in her 
work.  She a kind friend and is eager to provide a 
helping hand to students and teachers whenever 
needed. Way to go, Ellee! 4A is so proud of you! 

Skylar is a wonderful example of Prairie Pride. She is 
a kind and respectful friend and classmate. She is a 
hard worker and tries her best in school. Way to go, 
Skylar!

We are lucky to have Jaylynn Sletten in our classroom.  She is 
truly one of the nicest students that I have had in 25 years.  
Jaylynn is constantly helping in some way….. always eager 
to help out while expecting nothing in return. In addition, 
she is extremely respectful to her peers and classmates.  That 
is why her classmates like her so much.   Jaylynn is also an 
excellent student.   She is extremely organized, motivated, 
and prepared for her classes.  She is de�nitely a “lead by 
example” type of student.  Again, we are extremely lucky to 
have her in our classroom.   

“I worked in an of-
fice up there,” he said, 
pointing to a spot on 
the back side of City 
Hall.

These retirees also 
had trees planted in 
their honor:

· Clark Fell, Streets 
– Swamp White Oak at 
West Hills

· Sandy Rickerl, 
Building Inspections – 
Amur Maple at Dartt’s 
Park

· Korey Kamholz, 
Fire Department – 
Accolade Elm at West 
Hills

· Marie Sexton, 
Owatonna Library – 
Northern Red Oak, at 
Summer Park-North 
Cedar Hill

· Marlin Kath, Fire 
Department – Amur 
Maple, at a small 
pocket park

· Kelly Hanson, 

Fire Department – 
Red Maple, at Brook-
tree

· Todd Schwanke, 
Police Department – 
Northern Red Oak, at 
West Hills

· Joan Rasmussen, 
Owatonna Library 
– Red Maple, at the 
library

· Bill Pekuri, En-
gineering – Northern 
Red Oak, at any park

· Duane Perkins, 
Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant – Amur 
Maple at West Hills

· Bonnie Krueger, 
Owatonna Library – 
Ginkgo at the library

· Mike Johnson, 
Fire Department – 
Northern Red Oak at 
Mineral Springs Park

· Robbe Kniefel, 
Police Department

· Leon Ellis, Waste-
water Treatment 
Plant

Expert: Spring planting not too late – yet
◄ EXPERT from A1

Dave Nicolai

New Owatonna trees honor 
retired city employees

◄ TREES from A1

SUBMITTED PHOTO, CITY OF OWATONNA
Owatonna Public Library retiree Bonnie Krueger is 
pictured with the ginkgo tree planted Friday in her 
honor at the library. 

When he approached 
the driver – later identi-
fied as Lee – she handed 
him a piece of paper about 
the foreign sovereign 
immunities act, and re-
portedly said she did not 
answer any questions.

The FSIA establishes 
required procedures for 
suing a foreign govern-
ment in U.S. courts.

The deputy ran the 
license plate on the car, 
“which did not look like 
any other Minnesota 
plate (the deputy) had 
ever seen,” the complaint 

says. The plate came 
back with no record.

The officer told Lee 
he needed a photo of the 
vehicle identification 
number; Lee said she 
would not give him 
permission to do that. 
When the deputy said 
he needed the VIN to 
make sure the car was 
registered, Lee alleged-
ly said, “of course it’s 
not registered.”

The report says the ve-
hicle registration was ex-
pired, as was the license 
plate that was supposed 
to be on the car.

Woman uses ‘immunity card’ 
during local traffic stop
◄ WOMAN from A11

April 29, warrant arrest, 
body only.
Brenda Mae Wahnee, 54, 
arrested at 2:17 a.m. April 
30, DWI, held for court.
Robert Eugene Zeise, 58, 
arrested at 1:28 a.m. May 
1, DWI, held for court.
Rosemary Reyes, 37, 
arrested at 9:07 p.m. 
May 4, warrant arrest, 
body only.
Joseph Paul Ferguson, 
34, arrested at 11:20 p.m. 
May 4, probation violation 
warrant arrest, body only.
Muktar Ahmed Sheikh, 
38, arrested at 10:45 
p.m. May 5, warrant 
arrest, $1,000 bail.

COURT NEWS
dodge County

The following misdemean-
ors and petty misdemean-
ors were heard in Dodge 
County District Court the 
week of April 17 – 24:

DODGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Hanna J. Bongers, 31, 
Dodge Center, revoked 
license, $280; Shawn E. 
Clement, 37, Rochester, 
receiving stolen property, 
1 year in county jail and 
3 years of supervised 
probation; Christian J. 
Davis, 20, Rochester, 
theft of motor fuel, 5 
days in county jail and 6 
months of unsupervised 
probation; Christopher 
M. Diercks, 40, Hayfield, 
disorderly conduct, $455 
and 2 days in county 
jail; David A. Dorenzo, 
27, Rochester, cancelled 
license, $980, 2 days in 
county jail, 90 hours of 
community service and 
6 months of unsuper-
vised probation; Alejandro 
Duenes, 22, Austin, invalid 
license, $130; Jacobo A. 
Gamez, 21, Dodge Center, 
invalid license, $180; 
David C. Landsteiner, 42, 
Claremont, DWI, $1,015, 
30 days in county jail, 
chemical dependency 
evaluation, do not enter 
liquor establishments, 
Ignition Interlock program 
and 2 years of supervised 
probation; Benjamin C. Le-
rum, 24, Austin, disorderly 
conduct, $180; Laroy A. 
McGee, 28, Milwaukee, 

WI, speeding, stay of 
adjudication, $200 and 
6 months of unsuper-
vised monitoring without 
conviction; Timothy A. 
Moenning, 22, Dodge Cen-
ter, school bus violation, 
stay of adjudication, $500 
and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation; Jessie 
W. Nisbit, 25, Rochester, 
revoked license, $280; Eli 
E. Richardson, 16, Kasson, 
speeding, stay of adjudi-
cation, $145 and 6 months 
of unsupervised monitor-
ing without conviction; 
Scott A. Starkson, 46, 
Claremont, zoning ordi-
nance violation, $130 and 
6 months of unsupervised 
probation; John A. Street, 
66, Rochester, posses-
sion of paraphernalia, 
$130; Kim M. Tottingham, 
56, Kasson, hands free 
violation, $130; Daniel T. 
Villegas, 35, Dodge Center, 
disorderly conduct, $280 
and 1 year of unsuper-
vised probation; Nicholas 
P. Westphal, 21, Kasson, 
speeding, $220; Cory A. 
Ziegler, 45, Claremont, 
speeding, $130.

KASSON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Jon M. Blaine, 52, Kasson, 
DWI, $1,005, 2 days in 
county jail, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
attend MADD impact pan-
el, no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, Ignition 
Interlock program and 2 
years of supervised pro-
bation; Shawn T. Eggert, 
54, Rochester, display 
another’s plates, $180 and 
10 hours of community 
service; Cruz A. Madera, 
22, Oronoco, revoked 
license, $280 and 3 days 
in county jail; Ashley E. 
Marcks, 26, possession 
of marijuana, stay of ad-
judication, $50, 159 days 
in county jail, chemical 
dependency evaluation, 
no alcohol or controlled 
substance use, do not en-
ter liquor establishments, 
cognitive skill training, 
mental health evaluation 
and 5 years of supervised 
probation; Umon Y. Moore, 
25, Rochester, speeding, 
$140; Andrea E. Quintanilla 
Flores, 33, Madelia, invalid 
license, driving wrong way 
and no insurance, $480; 
Kayleen C. Weber, 26, Kas-
son, speeding, $120.

◄ BLOTTER from A11

PUBLIC SAFETY
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Carole Schember, 92, Geneva
Carole (Hanson) 

Schember, 92, of Ge-
neva, passed away 
on Saturday, April 
30 at the Owatonna 
Hospital.

Carole was born 
in Freeborn County 
on Aug. 31, 1929, to 
Richard and Chris-
tine (Christensen) 
Hanson and grew 

up on the family farm near the Free-
born/Steele County line, graduating 
in the class of 1946 from Ellendale.

Carole was active for a number of 
years in the Freeborn County Bath 
4-H Club and following her gradu-
ation she was employed by Art and 
Marge at Lerberg’s in Ellendale.

She later met Curt Schember and 
the two of them were married on June 
24, 1951 at the First Baptist Church 
in Clarks Grove and they lived a life 
together for 60 years. Curt and Carole 
built their first home on her parent’s 
farm and lived there for several years 
before they decided to build a new 
home on the south end of Geneva. 
They spent a few summers in a school 
bus that Curt used to create a blue 
motor home on the south side of Bea-
ver Lake. They later moved it to St. 
Olaf Lake and eventually purchased a 
piece of property on the east end of St. 
Olaf and spent many summers living 
in the cabin that they built near the 
cattails.

Curt and Carole later decided to 
add on to their cabin and made St. 
Olaf Lake their permanent home for 
nearly 40 years. They later moved 
back to Geneva in May of 2009 and 
spent a couple of years together there 
before Curt’s’ passing in 2011, and 
Kade made it possible for Grandma to 
stay at home the way she wanted.

Following Carole’s employment 
at Lerberg’s, she became a stay at 
home mom while her daughters were 
young. She later took on a few dif-
ferent jobs over the years, including 
selling Beauty Counselor products, 
worked at Dugan’s Cafe in Geneva, 
the Geneva Sale Barn, and also ran 

a concession stand at the Freeborn 
County Fair, and years later at St. 
Olaf Lake. Carole also worked for 
Head Start in Waseca County, as 
well as a Montessori School. She also 
shared her talents at the New Rich-
land Care Center, as well as worked at 
Sonshine Gardens in Clarks Grove.

For a few years Carole even wrote 
stories for the Albert Lea Tribune. 
Her column was titled...”Farm Wife 
Writes” and later Carole became 
involved with a number of communi-
ty activities, including “Geneva Lake 
Keep It Up.”

Carole enjoyed the many people 
who stopped by to visit at the lake, 
and she always seemed to be able 
to put out a nice spread. She also 
enjoyed hosting summer camp for her 
grandchildren, as well as her adopted 
grandchildren, for a number of weeks 
at the lake during the summer.

In her spare time Carole enjoyed 
knitting and crocheting, and made 
many rag rugs, as well as enjoyed 
several winters riding her Raider 
snowmobile. She later carried on 
the tradition of making her mother's 
homemade Chicken and Noodles fol-
lowing her mother's passing for many 
of the family gatherings.

Carole is survived by her daughter, 
Kathy (Daryl) Paulsen, of Geneva 
and Kaye (Mike) Cady, of Cave Creek, 
Ariz., as well as five grandchildren: 
Krista Paulsen, Kade Schember, 
Kimberly (Mike) Luhring, Cameron 
(Dayna) Schember, and Keralyn (Bill) 
Powers; six great grandchildren: Mal-
lory Luhring, Morgan Luhring, Ava 
Schember, Amelia Powers, Emma 
Schember, and Oliver Powers, and 
one sister, Phyllis (Snooky) (Eugene) 
Hagen along with many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Carole was preceded in death by 
her parents, Richard & Christine; 
husband, Curt; sister, Helyn (Athan) 
Langlie; and brother, Paul (Phyllis) 
Hanson.

One of the last tidbits of informa-
tion Carole shared with her family 
was: “I’m not there but I’m still watch-
ing you in my mind.”

Sherman Fjalstad, 87, Owatonna
Sherman Fjals-

tad, 87 passed away 
on May 2, 2022. He 
was the husband 
of Sandra Fjalstad. 
They shared 60 
years of marriage 
together.

Born Jan. 6, 
1935 to Irene and 
Gunder Fjalstad 
on the family farm 

in the house his grandfather built 
in Edmore, N.D. He graduated from 
Owatonna High School in 1953 and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics from Mankato State University in 
1957. He served in the US Army, from 
1957 to 1959 stationed in Germany.

He began his 35-year professional 
career in 1959 at Federated Insurance 
as an underwriter and underwriting 
training manager and retired in 1994 
as Federated’s Corporate communica-
tion and industrial relations manager.

Confirmed at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Owatonna, he later served 
on various committees and commis-
sions as well as serving as a Deacon 
and Usher for over 50 years at the 
Church.

A past member of the Exchange 
Club and the Elks Club Owatonna, 
he also volunteered with the Junior 
Achievement Program in Owatonna. 
A past director on the Owatonna 
Library Board and the Library Foun-
dation, he also served as the executive 

director of the Owatonna Foundation.
An accomplished golfer, he was 

as proud of his ability to continue to 
shoot his age for the past 15 years, as 
he was of his eight hole-in-ones he 
posted during his playing career.

A proud Norwegian with a strong 
faith he leaves a legacy of commit-
ment and dedication to his family and 
his community.

He is survived by his wife Sandra, 
daughter Lisa (Matt) Kottke, son 
Jon (Carol) Fjalstad; grandchildren: 
Caleb (Maddy) Kottke, Sarah (Jacob) 
Ehresmann, Molly and Jack Fjalstad; 
great-grandchildren: Paislee and 
Jameson Sherman Kottke; and sister 
Mona (Larry) Anderson.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and brother, Wayne.

Funeral Service was held at Trini-
ty Lutheran Church in Owatonna on 
Saturday, May 7, 2022. Visitation was 
held at Brick-Meger Funeral Home in 
Owatonna on Friday, May 6, 2022 and 
at Trinity Lutheran Church one hour 
before the funeral.

Memorials are preferred to the 
Owatonna Foundation, or to Trin-
ity Lutheran Church. To leave a 
message of condolence, go to www.
megercares.com.

Jerry Fix, 79, Owatonna
Jerry Fix passed 

away Sunday, May 
8, 2022, due to inju-
ries sustained in a 
car accident.

Friends may 
greet the family 5-7 
p.m. Wednesday, 
May 11, 2022, at 
Brick Meger Funer-
al Home and one 

hour prior to the funeral at church. 
Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, May 12 at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. Military honors 
will be provided by the Steele County 
Funeral Unit.

Jerry was born Aug. 4, 1942, in 
Onaka, S.D. to Agatha and Anton Fix. 
He served our country in the United 
States Army from 1959- 1962. Upon 
returning, he completed his under-
graduate degree at Northern State 
University and his master’s degree at 
the University of Northern Colorado.

He married his wife of 50 years, 
Monie, in 1971. Together they raised 
three children: Tracey, Tony and An-
gie. After teaching high school and be-
ing a high school counselor, Jerry was 
a vocation rehabilitation counselor.

Jerry was retired for 19 years. Jer-
ry and Monie enjoyed spending their 
retirement years taking Jay Buckley 
Baseball Tours, spending their win-
ters in Sun Lakes, Ariz. and watching 
their seven grandchildren grow up. 
Jerry was an avid Lakeville North, 
Rochester Lourdes, and Buffalo Bi-

son/P2P Miller fan. He tried to make 
every game, often catching multiple 
games in a day. He also loved prank-
ing and being the recipient of pranks 
and jokes from his grandkids.

Jerry’s passions outside of follow-
ing his grandkids, included refereeing 
basketball and umpiring baseball- all 
for the love of the game. He enjoyed 
watching sports live and on TV. He 
loved his wife, kids and grandkids 
more than anything else.

He is survived by his wife, Monie; 
children, Tracey Patterson of Los 
Angeles, Tony (Nicole) Fix of Rochester 
and Angie (Dylan) Mullenbach of Buf-
falo; his beloved grandchildren, Jake 
Patterson, Carter Patterson, Gannon 
Fix, Hudson Fix, Sutton Fix, Nolan 
Mullenbach and Emry Mullenbach; 
two sisters, Sister Mary Fix of Aber-
deen, S.D. and Monica VanderTuin 
(brother by choice, Gene Herold) of Sun 
Lakes, Ariz., and brother Jim Fix of 
Hot Springs, S.D.; many nieces/neph-
ews; special in-laws, Reenie and Jim 
Malsom of Aberdeen, S.D., and son-in-
law Lane Patterson of Lakeville.

Jerry was preceded in death by his 
mom and dad (Agatha and Anton Fix) 
and sister, Eileen Goebel.

For more information or to leave 
an online condolence message go to 
www.megercares.com.

Kenneth Teeters Jr., 67, Owatonna
Kenneth (“Ken-

ny”) Michael 
Teeters Jr. age 67, of 
Owatonna passed 
peacefully sur-
rounded by family 
at Prairie Manor, 
Blooming Prairie, 
on Monday, May 2, 
2022.

Friends greeted 
the family on Tues-

day, May 10, 2022, at the Brick-Meger 
Funeral Home and one hour prior to 
the funeral at church. Funeral ser-
vice was held at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
May 11 at St. John Lutheran Church.

Kenny was born on May 8, 1954, in 
Owatonna. He was the son Kenneth 
(Ken) and Margaret (Peggy) Teeters. 
He attended Owatonna High School 
and graduated in 1972, where he was 
an athlete on the swimming, football 
and track teams. He also participated 
in choir and band. He was a member 
of “Whopee Wayne’s” Pep band and a 
member of the “O” club. Ken earned 
his Eagle Scout Award.

After graduation, Ken attended Vo-
Tech and got his electrician license 
and became a master electrician. 

He worked for E. F. Johnson, Truth 
Hardware, CDI and Emmerson until 
he retired. Ken was a member of St. 
John Lutheran Church where he sang 
in the choir and played his trumpet.

Ken is survived by his siblings 
Tom (Beth) Teeters, Maureen (David) 
Schlobohm, Kevin (Teresa) Crowley 
all of Owatonna and Steve (Heidi) 
Teeters Princeton, Texas; nieces and 
nephews: MaryBeth (John) Swanson, 
Missy (Mik) Ratzlaff, Chris (Lind-
say) Teeters, Matt (Jourdan Stacey) 
Schlobohm, Katie Schlobohm, Will 
(Sam) Crowley, Nick Crowley, Megan 
Robinson, Lucas (Gina) Robinson, 
Joshua Teeters, Micah (Charity) Tee-
ters, Melissa (Tejon) Tihonovich and 
15 Great Nieces and Nephews.

Kenny was preceded in death by 
his moms, Peggy and Norma; his 
father, Ken Sr.; uncles, Don and Jack 
Teeters; uncle and aunts, Harold and 
Carroll Janke, and Jean Buecksler.

Special thanks to the staff of Mayo 
and Prairie Manor Nursing facility.

Lois Oeltjenbruns, 98, Owatonna
Lois L. Oelt-

jenbruns, 98, of 
Owatonna, died 
Monday, May 2, 2022 
at Traditions I in 
Owatonna.

She was born 
Nov. 3, 1923 to 
Henry and Mollie 
(Sexter) Nelson. She 
attended District 26 
school near Pratt. 

On Oct. 21, 1943, she married Walter 
Oeltjenbruns at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Owatonna. They had two 
sons, Dennis and Curtis. They farmed 
up until 1999 in Havana Township.

Lois was a homemaker and a help-
mate to Walter. She was a great cook 
and together they enjoyed being with 
friends and polka dancing.

Lois was a lifetime member of St. 
John Lutheran Church where she 
was active in WELCA and the wom-
en’s circle.

She is survived by her sons, Dennis 

(La) of Marshall and Curtis (Karen) of 
Claremont; six grandchildren: Adam 
(Stacy), Joy Oeltjenbruns, Seth (Me-
gan), Alan (Lisa), Paul (Breana), Mark 
(Jessica); 21 great-grandchildren; 
three great-great-grandchildren; 
brother-in-law, Lester (Betty) Oeltjen-
bruns of Owatonna and sister-in-law, 
Arlene Sahl of Longmont, Colo.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; Henry and Mollie; husband, 
Walter (2009); grandson, Ryan; four 
sisters and one brother.

Funeral services were held Sun-
day, May 8, 2022 at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Owatonna with visitation 
one hour prior. Pastor Dave Klawiter 
officiated. Interment was in the St. 
John Cemetery in Owatonna on Mon-
day. Livestream the service at www.
stjohnowatonna.org/Live-Stream.

Memorials are preferred to St. 
John Lutheran Church.

Michaelson Funeral Homes in 
Owatonna is handling the funeral 
arrangements.

Tammy Jean Hofius, 56, Geneva
Tammy J. Hofius, age 56, of Gene-

va, died on Sunday May 1, 2022, at her 
home.

Tammy Jean Hofius, the daughter 
of Charlene Hofius, was born on Oct. 
24, 1965, in Owatonna. She grew up in 
Owatonna and graduated from Owa-
tonna High School in 1984. She contin-
ued her education at the University of 
Minnesota and received a degree in 
horticulture.

Tammy returned to Owatonna and 
worked for Cash Wise for 15 years 
before going to work at Lowe’s. She 
worked there until her health forced 
her to retire.

Tammy loved her animals and 
feeding the birds. She will be remem-
bered as a caretaker and was very 

helpful to her mother and aunt. She 
also enjoyed yardwork and fishing.

She is survived by her mother 
Charlene Hofius of Owatonna, special 
friend Joseph Medallis of Geneva, 
aunts Yvonne Hofius of Owatonna and 
Sharol Hofius of Albert Lea, uncle Eu-
gene (and Sherry) Hofius of Mazzepa.

She was preceded in death by her 
grandparents, several aunts, uncles 
and cousins.

Visitation was held on Thursday, 
May 5, 2022, at Michaelson Funeral 
Home in Owatonna and also one hour 
prior to the service. Funeral services 
were held on Friday, May 6, 2022, at 
Michaelson Funeral Home. Inter-
ment will be in Owatonna Memorial 
Gardens.

OBITUARIES

Obituaries Sponsor:
LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Leon & Lori Bohlman 507-456-7864 or 507-456-3735
landlbo@gmail.com

Carole 
Schember

Sherman 
Fjalstad

Jerry Fix

Kenneth 
Teeters, Jr.

Lois 
Oeltjenbruns

BRICK-MEGER  
FUNERAL HOME

MEDFORD  
FUNERAL HOME

GLEN MIKE

Proudly Serving Steele County

TRUST US TO Handle With Care

507.451.1457 • megercares.com

BRETT

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

BRICK-MEGER 
& MEDFORD
FUNERAL HOME

TURN OFF the television…
Encourage your 
children to make 
reading 
the newspaper 
a part of their 
everyday 
routine for 
lifelong learning.
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Make the library part of your summer

Now that spring 
seems to have finally 
arrived, it’s time to start 
making your summer 
plans. Last year a friend 
and her son traveled 
to 25 states in about a 

month. This year they 
will complete the west-
ern half of the United 
States so that they will 
have been in 48 of the 
50 states. My own travel 
plans involve weekend 
jaunts. Whatever your 
plans, remember that 
the Blooming Prairie 
Branch Library can 
help you make your  
trip better.

We have travel 
books for Minnesota, 
the United States, and 
other countries. Yes, 
this information is also 
available online, but 
travel books put it all 

together in convenient 
binding. We can put 
together Travel Packs, 
which are bags of books 
related to the place you 
are going, as well as 
some of our newer books 
to help keep peace on a 
long road trip. Audio-
books, fiction or nonfic-
tion, really help pass the 
time as you travel.

Last year the Min-
nesota Department of 
Natural Resources in-
troduced the State Parks 
Library Program. It was 
so popular that it has 
been extended for 2 more 
years, at which time it 

will be reevaluated. The 
pass allows entry into 
any of the 66 state parks 
in Minnesota.

Here’s how it works:
Come to the library 

and check out a State 
Park Pass for seven 
days. It will automati-
cally expire so you don’t 
even have to return the 
pass. Easy, right? If you 
have a specific time 
frame that you plan to 
travel, call ahead at 507-
583-7750 and we can let 
you know if the pass we 
have will be available.

Have a great Spring 
and Summer this year!

Legion Auxiliary 
appreciates teachers

The Blooming Prairie 
American Legion Auxil-
iary Unit 52 honored lo-
cal educators in Bloom-
ing Prairie last week to 
acknowledge Teacher 
Appreciation Week.

This year, the group 
used the theme, “We 
think our educators are 
Souper! #soupermugs-
foreducation”

Auxiliary members 
filled 110 black and 
white soup mugs with a 
soup mix, crackers and 
candy.

The Auxiliary is 
happy to celebrate edu-
cators to let them know 
they are appreciated, 
said Legion Auxiliary 
President Karen Thoen.

“Teachers are an 
asset to our community 
and we value them for 
their hard work and 

all they do to prepare 
the next generation of 
responsible citizens,” 

Thoen said.
Thoen thanked 

Thriven Insurance and 

Vandal’s Family Market 
for their contributions 
to this project.

Man dies from injuries 
sustained in Hwy. 14 

crash by Byron
The elderly man 

critically injured in a 
motor vehicle crash 
April 23 near Byron 
has died.

Jerald Edward Fix, 
79, of Owatonna, died 
Sunday at St. Marys 
Hospital in Rochester.

Fix was airlifted 
from the scene of the 
crash at Highway 14 
and County Road 5 in 
Olmsted County. He 
was driving a Chevy 
Equinox that collided 
with a GMC Acadia. 
The other driver from 
Mankato was treated 
for non life-threaten-
ing injuries.

Funeral services 
for Fix are set for 
Thursday at St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church 
in Owatonna. Mili-
tary honors will be 
provided by the Steele 
County Funeral Unit.

The State Patrol is 
investigating the crash.

Area graduates honored with art awards
Several area seniors 

have received the Fine 
Arts awards from 
the Owatonna Arts 
Center.

Artistic Director Sil-
van Durben announced 
this year’s winners 
are Isabella Heiber, 
Blooming Prairie High 

School; Amelia Thomp-
son, Medford High 
School and Justice 
Holmes Owatonna 
Senior High.

NANCY
VAILLANCOURT

Owatonna student to graduate from Moorhead
Minnesota State 

University Moorhead 
will award degrees to 
more than 800 students 
during its spring com-
mencement program on 
Friday in the universi-
ty’s Nemzek Fieldhouse. 

This includes more 
than 185 graduate stu-
dents and nearly 30 past 
graduates who are now 
participating in the live 
commencement.

Among the graduates 
will be Halea Picha 
of Owatonna. She is 
receiving a degree in 
special education.

The 10 a.m. cer-
emony will include 
undergraduates and 
graduate students from 
the College of Arts & 
Humanities and the 
College of Business, 
Analytics & Commu-
nications. The student 
speaker will be Ashley 
Jung, a communication 
studies graduate from 
West Fargo, N.D.

The 2 p.m. ceremony 
will include undergrad-
uates and graduate stu-
dents from the College 
of Education & Human 
Services and the Col-
lege of Science, Health 
& the Environment. 
The student speaker 
will be Dr. Jeremiah Ro-

tich, Brooklyn Center, 
Minn., who is receiving 
an Ed.D. in educational 
leadership.

Andrew Maus, direc-
tor & CEO of the Plains 
Art Museum, will be 
the commencement 
speaker. Maus is in his 
third stint at the Plains, 
where he has done 
everything from visitor 
services, to organiz-
ing major exhibitions 
and programs, to now 
leading the institution. 
He earned a B.A. in 
studio art in 2002 and 
a master’s degree in 
public, human service 
and health administra-
tion in 2011. He credits 
his time at MSUM 
with propelling his 
success professionally 
and transforming him 
personally.

Tweet congratula-
tions to the graduates 
using #MSUM2022.

• Both ceremonies 
will be streamed live at 
www.mnstate.edu/reg-
istrar/graduation.

Blooming Prairie Elementary 
School

May 12- Spaghetti, whole grain 
dinner roll, ham and cheese flatbread 
munchable, roasted cauliflower, Cae-
sar side salad, canned fruit bar

May 13- Sausage pizza, crispy 
chicken salad, steamed green beans, 
celery stick, fresh fruit bar

May 16- Hamburger on a bun, 
BQ chicken sandwich, golden 
French fries, romaine lettuce, 
canned fruit bar

May 17- Cheesy Italian flatbread, 
sloppy Joe on a bun, steamed broccoli, 
red peppers, fresh fruit bar

May 18- BBQ pulled pork sand-
wich, corn dog, baked beans, cherry 
tomato, canned fruit bar

Blooming Prairie High School
May 12- Pepperoni pizza, corn dog, 

grab n go varieties, steamed green 
beans, baby carrots, fresh fruit bar

May 13- Spaghetti, garlic bread-
stick, pizza munchable, grab n go 
varieties, California blend vegetable, 
red peppers, canned fruit bar

May 16- Cheeseburger on a bun, 
hot ham & cheese flatbread, chicken 
bacon ranch melt, steamed corn, 
celery sticks, canned fruit bar

May 17- Sloppy Joe on a bun, beef 
hotdog on a bun, pepperoni pizza, 
baked beans, broccoli florets, fresh 
fruit bar, sugar cookie

May 18- Chicken and cheese quesa-
dilla, crispy chicken sandwich, chick-
en Caesar salad, romaine lettuce, red/
orange bell pepper, salsa

ANNIVERSARIES

honest1owatonna.com

May 11
Amy Chladek
Natasha Smith

May 16
Holly Ille

Gavin Esplan
Mitchell Fiebiger

May 15
Angie Carlson

Tamzen Johnson

May 17
Ashley Schmeling
Nicholas Hanson

May 11
Thomas & 

Shirley Schneiderit 

May 15
Jim & Nicole Richards
Mary & Paul Master

May 12
Doug Hillson

Alexandria Thompson
Barb Brewington
Kirsten Paulson

May 13
Greg Johnson

Cody Schmeling
Randy Lea

Aubryana Alwes 

May 14
Ron Schmeling
Cole Ingvalson 

Alex Lea
Tammy Wurst

May 12
Rick & Linda Kittelson

May 13
Harvey & Nancy Farr
Dave & Cheri Klug 

May 17
Jason & Kaylene Jensen

Peyton is a dedicated student in all of 
her classroom studies as well as her 
extracurricular endeavors. She is an excellent 
leader in liturgy choir, choir, band, jazz 
band, student council, and soccer. She is 
conscientious in her studies and is also a very 
attentive listener. She shows her kindness 
when working with younger students and 
has a very mature attitude when working with 
her peers and teachers. Peyton has a positive 
attitude and a smile that can light up a room. 
Congratulations, Peyton, on a job well done!

Hailey Kubicek has been a true Shining 
Knight in our 5th-grade classroom. Hailey’s 
leadership in the classroom shines through in 
her kindness toward others, upbeat personality, 
strong work ethic, and intuitive understanding 
of how others feel. She takes an active role 
in her learning by engaging in classroom 
discussions and projects. Hailey has been an 
outstanding Patrol Captain this year. She takes 
her responsibility seriously and will always 
volunteer to fill in when needed. Hailey’s 
actions inside and outside of the classroom 
are a perfect example of a Shining Knight.

Student Name:
PEYTON

Grade: 7th Grade
PARENTS: Matt Knudson and Erin

Knudson and Dan Hed

Student Name:
HAILEY

Grade: 5th Grade
PARENTS: Joshua & Tianna Kubicek

Anna Leckner—March

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
The Exchange Club of Owatonna congratulates 

Anna Leckner and Jenna Bauman for their achievements!

The Exchange Club’s Youth of the Month is one of the most popular youth projects. 

The Youth of the Month/Year recognizes hard-working high school students who attain 

high levels of scholastic achievement, community involvement and leadership. 

Anna Leckner is the daughter of Jim 
and Emily Leckner. She is very 
active in student council, SHOC, 
Link Crew, orchestra and choir. She 
has volunteered time at Toys for 
Tots, Operation Christmas Child and 
has taught vacation bible school and 
Sunday school.  She has worked at 
The Blast for the past 2 summers. 
She is attending Missouri State 
University to study Speech 
Pathology.  

 Jenna Bauman is the daughter of Carolyn and 
Lloyd Bauman. She is active in marching band 
and pep band. She has volunteered time in the 
community with Boo for Food, Feed My Starving 
Children and has been an usher and acolyte at 
her church. She works at MK Music Repair as a 
Woodwind Instrument Repairer. She plans to 
attend UW-Lacrosse to study Lab Sciences.

Jenna Bauman—March

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Blooming Prairie American Legion Auxiliary put together 
appreciation mugs for local teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week last week. 
Auxiliary members from left are: Bre Nease, Marilyn Meshke, Karen Beede, Susie 
Thorson, April Nease, Carol Holman and Judy Esplan.

Jerald Fix
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Worship & Faith
Hospitality in Hyderabad

Six years ago I was 
on a study trip in 
India with a group 
of seminary stu-

dents. On one of our days 
we were driving around 
the VERY busy, VERY con-
gested city of Hyderabad 
looking for the house of a 
local peacemaker who we 
were going to meet with. A 
woman in charge of bring-
ing the local faith commu-
nities, Muslim, Christian, 
and Hindu, together, in 

order to work for peace in 
a particularly restless part 
of Hyderabad.

Based on the number 
of times our bus driver 
stopped to ask for direc-
tions, it became obvious 
that our driver was not 
sure where the house was. 
After an hour of this rou-
tine of driving and asking 
for directions we pulled up 
to a house. The bus driver 
pointed ahead and said, 
“There!” So there we went.

Our group of 20 Ameri-
cans jumped out of the bus, 
walked up to the house, 
and knocked on the door. 
A man answered the door. 
“We are sorry we are late. 
We got a little lost,” said 
one of the students. I didn’t 
hear anything else, I just 
saw the man open the door 
wide, and gesture with his 
hand for us to come in. He 
pointed to where we could 
leave our shoes and then 
showed us into his living 

room. It took awhile for all 
20 of us to file in, take off 
our shoes, and find a place 
to sit. As each person came 
into the living room the 
man kindly greeted them 
with a nod of his head, or a 
simple, “Hello.” Out of the 
corner of my eye I noticed 
a woman in the kitchen 
quickly putting together a 
tray of refreshments.

Finally, all of us had 
settled in. We sat togeth-
er in this lovely room, 
decorated with calligra-
phy from the Qur’an, and 
ornate carpets. The man 
sat down with us, looked 
around the room, smiled, 
and said, “Now tell me….
Who are you? And what 
can I do for you today?” My 
stomach dropped! I looked 
around and noticed that I 
was not the only one sud-
denly feeling embarrassed. 
In this moment we all re-
alized the same thing... we 
were in the wrong house! 

This man just invited 20 
complete strangers into his 
house!

My professor quickly 
began to explain who we 
were and handed him the 
name of the woman we 
were looking for. The man 
knew this woman and 
invited her to his home for 
us to meet with her.

Relief spread through 
our group, and our em-
barrassment turned to 
amazement at the man’s 
radical hospitality. The 
man did not know us. He 
did not know where we 
came from. He did not plan 
for us. He just welcomed 
us, and our meeting was 
lovely, made all the more 
special by the misunder-
standing that led to the gift 
of hospitality.

This kind man remind-
ed me of the passage from 
Hebrews 13:

Let mutual love contin-
ue. Do not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some 
have entertained angels 
without knowing it.

I am not saying that we 
were angels that day, far 
from it, but the profound 
hospitality that we re-
ceived was both humbling 
and inspiring, and I am 
changed because of it.

In my faith I look to 
Jesus to understand hospi-
tality. Jesus practiced pro-
found hospitality through-
out his life and ministry. 
Some might even call his 
hospitality radical. Jesus 
healed the untouchables, 
the sick. He associated with 
people whom the status quo 
ignored, or wanted nothing 
to do with. He welcomed 
children who, in that cul-
ture, were often considered 
a nuisance. Jesus did not 
turn away those who were 
less desirable or feared by 
society. Jesus saw each 
person as a child of God, 

human beings with unsur-
passed worth, so valuable 
that Jesus gave his life for 
them. This is radical hospi-
tality. Christ’s hospitality 
is for all people. God loves 
and welcomes each one of 
us, and this transformative 
love changes us, it grows 
our capacity to love and 
welcome all with the same 
kind of unconditional open 
arms.

I was inspired by the 
man in India. His hospi-
tality was genuine. It was 
more than something he 
did, it was who we was. I 
pray that God continues 
to grow, not just in me, but 
this community of Steele 
County, new and awesome 
ways for hospitality to take 
shape in our lives.

Just imagine...
What will this hospital-

ity look like in your life? In 
our community’s life?

The possibilities are 
endless.

Locally Owned & Operated
237 Hwy. Ave. S.

Blooming Prairie
507-583-6671

1180 Frontage Rd E • Owatonna
507-455-9551

www.owatonnagranite.com

“Creating Your Story in Stone” 322 East Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-2276

FLOOR 
TECH

118 5th Ave.
Ellendale

507-684-2471

LERBERG’S 
FITNESS 
CENTER

& CAR WASH

Owatonna
121 W. Broadway St.

507-451-0193

Mike Bishman
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Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Dr.
Deborah

Lien
DDS, MBS

Building
Healthy
Smiles!

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie
507.583.6613

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Call Jon Arnett @
455-3735 for a tour 

236 22nd St. SE • Owatonna

Vibrant Living For  
Individuals 55 & Older  
at a Reasonable Price

Make new friends.

1212 W Frontage Rd Owatonna, MN
507-451-0722

valleyviewofowatonna.com

LUTHERAN
AURORA LUTHERAN

6329 SE 28TH St., Owatonna
507-451-2819

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Pastor Clark Baldwin

Sundy School: 10:15 a.m.
office@

auroralutheranchurch.org

COMMUNITY 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

106 Third St. SE, Geneva
507-256-4288

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Every 3rd Saturday at 5 p.m.
communitylutherangene-

vamn@gmail.com

FIRST LUTHERAN- 
AFLC

503 Radel Ct., Ellendale
507-684-2451

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Call to Prayer Monday 7 p.m.

Bible Study  
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.

Confirmation  
Wednesday 6-7 p.m.

Youth Group  
Wednesday 7-9 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study  
Saturday 8 a.m.

firstlutheranellendale@
yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

434 First St. SW,  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-6621

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

firstluthoffice@yahoo.com

FIRST LUTHERAN – 
LCMC

8953 SW 37th Ave., Hope
507-451-3854

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School and  
Adult Ed 10:15 a.m.

flchopemn@gmail.com

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN – LCMS

2500 7th Ave NE, Owatonna
507-451-4125

Sunday Hymn Service  
8:30 a.m.

Sunday Praise Service, 
Sunday School & Bible  

Class 10 a.m.
info@gsowatonna.com

PONTOPPIDAN 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

9651 SW 75TH St., Ellendale
507-213-0281

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.
pontoppidanlemond@

outlook.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

1054 Truman Ave., 
Owatonna

507-451-2720
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday Education Hour 

10:15 a.m.
redeemerowatonna@

outlook.com

RED OAK GROVE 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30456 Mower-Freeborn Rd., 
Austin

BP: 507-402-9333
Austin: 507-437-3000
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.roglutheran.org

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

4532 SE 84th Ave., Claremont
507-528-2404

Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m. (2nd & 4th Sunday Holy 

Communion)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Advent 7 p.m. 
(with Holy Communion)

sjlcoffice@frontiernet.net

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

28959 630th Ave., Sargeant
320-674-0351

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.

www.saintjohnssargeant.
jimdo.com

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

1301 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-7293

Sunday & Summer Worship 
8 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

Thursday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
info@stjohnowatonna.com

ST. MICHAEL’S 
LUTHERAN- ELCA

30450 570th Ave., Waltham
507-567-2474

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Pastor Barbara Finley-Shea

FB - St. Michael's Youth 
Activities Waltham, MN

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– LCMS

202 E Park Ave., Hollandale
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.motorcitychurch.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
– ELCA

2781 SW 92nd Ave., Meriden
507-451-2165

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN- 
ELCA

609 Lincoln Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4520

Sunday Worship -Sanctuary 
8:15 a.m. & 9:30 a.m., 

Fellowship Hall 10:45 a.m., 
Live Stream 9:30 a.m. at 

facebook.com/tlcowatonna 
and tlcowatonna.org/

worshiplive
Live broadcast 9:30 a.m. 
on KRUE 92.1 FM, Video 
on Spectrum (CH181) 

Metronet TV (Ch 900) and 
owatonnalive.com Tuesday 

at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at 6 
p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m.

www.tlcowatonna.org/

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

104 First St. SE, Hayfield
507-477-2248

Sunday Worship 8 a.m.  
& 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
www.trinityhayfield.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

108 Third Ave. SW, Medford
507-451-0447

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN – 
LCMS

57043 300th St., Waltham
507-567-2272

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN – 
ELCA

7126 SW 98th St., Ellendale
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
deaconbilliejo@gmail.com

OUR SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN – ELCA

1909 St. Paul Rd., Owatonna
507-451-4853

Sunday Worship- 8:15 a.m. 
- Traditional Service & 10:45 
a.m. - Contemporary service, 

also livestreamed  
on Facebook.

www.oursaviorsowatonna.
com

EMMANUEL 
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN
750 Jeffery St., Owatonna

507-455-2729
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.emmanuel- 
wels-owatonna.com

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING
205 Second Ave. NW, 

Medford
507-451-4845

Mass: 5:30 p.m. Sat
Mass: 9 a.m. Mon & Fri

parishoffice@
stjosephowtonna.org

CHURCH OF ALL 
SAINTS

307 SW First St.,  
New Richland

507-234-6244
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

www.stannjan.com

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

OF LITOMYSL
9946 SE 24th Ave., 

Owatonna
507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 8:15a.m.
www.litomysl.webs.com

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC

150 NE Second St. Hayfield
507-477-2256
Rev. Bill Becker

Saturday Mass: 5p.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.org

SACRED HEART 
PARISH

810 S Cedar Ave., Owatonna
Mass Times: Daily Tuesday-

Friday at 7:15 a.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
12 p.m. (Spanish)

Reconciliation 4 p.m. 
Saturday

Adoration Thursdays 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

www.sacredheartowatonna.org

ST. COLUMBANUS 
CATHOLIC

114 E Main St. 
Blooming Prairie
507-583-2784
Rev. Bill Becker

Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.
www.stcolumbanuschurch.

org
columbanusbp@gmail.com

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
PARISH

512 S Elm Ave., Owatonna
507-451-4845

Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Tues., 
Wed. & Fri.

Communion Service 8 a.m. 
Thursday

Saturday Mass: 4 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8 & 10 a.m.
Adoration Chapel available 
Mon-Fri. 7 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

(Key fob required after hours 
or weekend)

www.stjosephowatonna.org

CHRISTIAN
CHRIST COMMUNITY 

COVENANT
540 SE 18th St., Owatonna

507-451-1032
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday Connections:  

10:15 a.m.
www.

owatonnacovenantchurch.org

CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
CHURCH

2300 Heritage Pl. NW, 
Owatonna

507-455-3205
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

www.cfchurches.org

VICTORY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

1380 Rice Lake St. E., Owatonna
507-451-8111

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
www.victorymn.org

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL

230 Locust Ave., Owatonna
507-363-3046

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

METHODIST
BLOOMING GROVE 

UNITED METHODIST
43089 180th St., Medford

(Seven miles west of 
Medford on CR. 23)

507-835-8726
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

www.bloominggroveumc.org

ELLENDALE UNITED 
METHODIST

200 Sixth St. NW, Ellendale
507-382-2483

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

www.ellendaleumc.org

OWATONNA UNITED 
METHODIST

815 E University St. – Owatonna
507-451-4734

Sunday Traditional Worship 
(Pathways) 9 a.m.

www.owatonnaumc.org
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CEDAR CREEK
30 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2255
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

www.cedarcreekchurch.org

DESTINY CHRISTIAN
2515 Harvest Lane NW- 

Owatonna
507-456-4775

Sunday Worship:9 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:30-

7:30 p.m. 1st & 3rd every month
www.destinycc.org

ELEVATION NORTH
2002 Austin Rd., Owatonna

507-363-3099

Sunday Worship  
(English) 10 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship  
(Spanish) 2 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 
6:30 p.m.

Spanish Evangelism & 
Prayer: Friday 7 p.m.
www.elevationnorth.

blogspot.com

NEW BEGINNINGS
332 14th St. NE, Owatonna

507-413-0209
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.
www.nbclife.org

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 2nd St., Geneva

507-438-5418
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Worship: 5:30 p.m.

MENNONITE
PRAIRIE MENNONITE

13638 750th St. –  
Blooming Prairie
507-583-7532

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Pray Meeting: 
7:30 p.m.

www.prairiemennonite.org

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER  

DAT SAINTS
404 31st St. NW, Austin

507-433-9042
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

www.churchofjesuschrist.org

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST
SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST
2373 Seventh Ave NE, 

Owatonna
651-955-4032

Saturday Worship: 11 a.m.
Saturday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
www.owatonnasdachurch.org

UCC
CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH  
OF CHRIST

211 Main St. S., Medford
507-451-4596

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.ucc.org

PRESBYTERIAN
ASSOCIATED CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and United Church of Christ
800 Havana Rd., Owatonna

507-451-1546
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

(Fellowship, Sunday School and 
Adult Discussion follow service)

Wednesday Activities Sept-
May (see website for schedule)
wwwassociatedchurch.org

office@associatedchurch.org

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
109 E Main St., Hayfield

507-477-2631
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

www.
firstpresbyterianhayfield.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
P.O. Box 66

121 East St. N., Claremont
507-528-2320

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
www.faithstreet.com

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST

104 First Ave., Blooming Prairie
507-583-2673

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study: 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6:30 p.m.
www.fbcbloomingprairie.org

FIRST BAPTIST
(Owatonna’s  

Oldest Church)
123 E Main St., Owatonna

507-272-9834
Sunday Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
www.firstbaptistowatonna.com

GRACE BAPTIST–
OWATONNA

65 26th St., Owatonna
507-451-3494

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 5 p.m.
Wednesday Adult  

Service 7 p.m.
Wednesday Youth  

Service 7 p.m.
gracebaptistministry.org

info@gracebaptistministry.org

BETHEL BAPTIST
1611 Hemlock Ave., Owatonna

507-451-8548
Sunday Worship:  

9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

FREE CHURCH
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL FREE
1500 18th St. SE, Owatonna

507-446-5850
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
www.cornerstoneowtonna.com

NORTHRIDGE  
CHURCH OF GOD

1650 7th Ave. NE, Owatonna
507-451-5467

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Prayer: 7-8 p.m.

www.churchnorthridge.com

BRIDGE OF HOPE
500 Dunnell Dr., Owatonna

507-215-2249
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Friday RU Recover pfm: 7 p.m.

ST. PAUL EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

220 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna
507-451-5319

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m.
www.stpaulsowatonna.org

314 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7528
685 W. Bridge St.

Owatonna
507-451-9136
133 N. Broadway

New Richland
507-465-3810

1125 S Oak Ave
Owatonna, MN 55060-3701

507-431-4576
www.Honest1Owatonna.com

LEON & LORI BOHLMAN

Monuments

Leon’s Cell 507-456-7864
Lori’s Cell 507-456-3735

landlbo@gmail.com

LEGACY MONUMENT SALES

Call for a catalog to view in the comfort 
of your home. We are here to help you 
create your monument by email or phone.

AREA WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Rev. 
Amanda Floy
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
OWATONNA
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Our state promised 
employers that they 
would not be penal-
ized for being forced 
to lay off employees 
during the Governor’s 
lockdowns and our 
state needed to follow 
through on that prom-
ise. Though it would 
have more advanta-
geous for all had this 
been accomplished 
over two months 
ago when the Senate 
passed this provision, 
I am happy that it has 
finally passed.

The Minnesota 
Department of Em-
ployment and Eco-
nomic Development 
has established a site 
to help employers 
understand how the 

approved legislation 
will affect them. Visit: 
https://mn.gov/uimn/
employers/employ-
er-account/news-up-
dates/tax-changes-
affect-you.jsp for more 
information.

This final agree-
ment also addressed 
bonus checks for eligi-
ble COVID-19 front line 
workers. To determine 
if you are eligible, or 
to learn more about it, 
visit: https://frontline-
pay.mn.gov/.

Peggy Bennett rep-
resents District 27 in 
the Minnesota House. 
District 27 includes 
the City of Blooming 
Prairie and most of 
Freeborn County. She 
lives in Albert Lea.

in all city parks except 
Victory Field, which has 
the city’s only dog park.

In other business, 
City Administrator 
Andrew Langholz 
updated the council on 
the future of the 2022 
season at Pine Springs 
Pool.

At last month’s 
meeting, the city had 
received just five appli-
cations for lifeguard 
positions. Langholz 
said at the time there 
was a real possibility 
that the pool wouldn’t 
be able to operate 
without significant 
changes.

Council members 

approved lowering the 
minimum age for a 
lifeguard at the pool to 
15 and gave Langholz 
the ability to hire pool 
attendants, set wages, 
and coordinate other 
pool operations.

Pool attendants 
don’t have to be 
lifeguards; they 
essentially just mon-
itor daily operations. 
While eliminating the 
requirement to be a 
lifeguard, an atten-
dant who is a certified 
lifeguard will be paid a 
premium.

The council dis-
cussed wages as well, 
and instructed Lang-
holz to offer a “compet-

itive” rate.
After those changes 

were made – including 
removing weekend 
hours entirely and 
increasing the hourly 
pay to $13 – nine more 
applications came in, 
Langholz said.

As long as all 14 pass 
the certification pro-

cess, the pool will be 
fully staffed, without 
needing to hire pool 
attendants.

Langholz said 
closing on weekends is 
“the most significant 
change the public will 
feel,” but without that 
reduction, the pool 
would be understaffed.

NEWS

HERE’S MY CARD

STEELE COUNTY TIMES ADVERTISING SALES

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

Wyonne Priebe

507-456-4299 • wpriebe@steelecountytimes.com

Contact us today and see  
what makes advertising in the  
Steele County Times a great  
fit for your advertising needs.

WyonneBusCard.indd   1WyonneBusCard.indd   1 3/10/22   5:17 PM3/10/22   5:17 PM

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

GRANITE & MONUMENTS

507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com507-455-9551 • owatonnagranite.com

JOHN & BARB HEEREMA
1180 Frontage Rd E, Owatonna

Creating Your Story in StoneCreating Your Story in Stone

ACCOUNTONG AUCTION AUTOMOBILE

AUTOMOBILE AUTOMOBILE CLEANING

COLLISION CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION & TREE SERVICE

EXCAVATING FINANCIAL GARBAGE SERVICE

INSURANCE

325 N Cedar Owatonna, MN 55060 
service@helpingyouinsure.com

helpingyouinsure.com

Retired...or want to retire 
but health insurance 

is a concern?
We offer MNsure, 

Medicare plans, and more.

507.451.0539
ORTHODONTICS PETS PREPLANNING

ROOFING SHOE REPAIR

GREENHOUSE & NURSERY

Starry Blooms
Geenhouse and Nursery
Him Stollord 5073833435
Shelley Pederson 507 3913150

Annuals/Vegetables
Hardy Perennials
Custom Potting
Gifts
Consulting

Owners
8169 Hwy 30 E
Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
jkhaubens@frontiernet.net
Find us on Facebook and Google

Proceeds for church projects & maintenance.

Handicapped accessible.
Sponsored by

Bag Sale 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Anything that can fit in a brown paper grocery bag for $5

th8  Annual 
Rummage & Bake Sale
Saturday — May 14

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

th8  Annual 
Rummage & Bake Sale
Saturday — May 14

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
St. Michael's Lutheran Church

30450 570th Ave. Waltham

COLLECTIBLES, ONE-OF-A-KIND ITEMS, TOYS, BEDDING, 
CLOTHING OF ALL SIZES, BABY ITEMS, PICTURES, 

FURNITURE, GARDEN & HOUSEHOLD MISC.
MANY, MANY ITEMS THAT YOU JUST NEED TO HAVE!

Burton Ruhter 507-438-3641
Upcoming Events: 

Bratwurst Supper Friday | October 28, 2022 
Sesquicentennial Celebration June, 2023

Lunch
Sloppy Joes  Walking Tacos  Hot Dogs  Bars— — —
Chips  Coffee  Pop  Water  Donuts  Fruit— — — — —

Blmng Prairie Women of Today

SPRING VENDOR SHOW 
FLEA MARKET&  

SATURDAY MAY 14TH
10AM-3PM

CENTRAL PARK
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MN

Confections by Karen-donuts, rolls, & monster cookies
Hen House & Co – baked goods, honey, freeze dried fruit,  
jams & jellies, salsa
Jewelry & Textile Crafts
Towels by Sharon - Painted dish towels
KB Designs - women accessories/jewelry
Wooden flags
The Rural Farmstead – home décor
True North Studio & Design – photo sessions/bookings

Still accepting vendors. Stop in and check out the market and City 
Wide Garage Sales in town all day!

Interested in being a vendor?  Email us at bpmnwt@gmail.com

90 
th

Birthday
     Celebration

In Honor of

Please join us Saturday, May 14th, 2022
1pm to 4pm

VFW Owatonna 135 Oakdale St. Owatonna, MN
RSVP To 507-319-5318

Philomena Dolney

Local employer tax 
increase has ended
◄ LOCAL from A5

BP Council to consider chicken ordinance
◄ BP COUNCIL from A2

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!
Contact the Steele 

County Times Today!

507-583-4431
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Hometown Living
Special primary set May 24, then what?

BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

The 2022 election 
cycle is officially upon 
us — in fact, the first 
primary in this unusual 
season is less than two 
weeks away.

Polls are open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. for the 
special primary elec-
tion on May 24.

That’s when vot-
ers in the former U.S. 
Congressional District 
1 will hit the polls to 
narrow a field of 20 
candidates to four: The 
top vote-getter for the 
Republicans, for the 

DFL, as well as two 
third-party candidates.

Winners will advance 
to the special general 
election, set for Aug. 9, 
to fill the term of the late 
Rep. Jim Hagedorn, who 
died in February. The 
primary for the Nov. 
8 general election will 
also be held that day.

The candidate filing 
period for the general 
election opens Tuesday 
and runs through 5 p.m. 
May 31.

Anyone running for 
federal, state, judicial, 
county, city or school 
district office must file 
in that two-week period.

There are basic eligi-
bility requirements for 
all candidates, includ-
ing:
• Must be eligible to 

vote in Minnesota
• Must not have filed 

for another office at 

the next primary or 
general election

• Must be 21 years or 
older upon assuming 
office

• Must have main-
tained residence in 
the district for at least 

30 days before the 
general election
Depending on the 

office, there may be ad-
ditional requirements.

All candidates must 
also submit an affida-
vit of candidacy to the 
local election official, 
and a filing fee — or 
nominating petition of 
names — must accom-
pany the affidavit. Fees 
range from $400 for U.S. 
Senator candidates to $2 
for township and school 
board offices.

If there is no prima-
ry for a city or school 
district election, can-
didates may file from 

Aug. 2-16.
Despite meeting into 

the wee hours of the 
morning, GOP dele-
gates couldn’t reach an 
agreement on which 
candidate to endorse at 
their 1st Congressional 
District Convention on 
April 23 in Mankato. 
State Rep. Jeremy Mun-
son, of Lake Crystal, 
garnered 55% of the 
vote; 60% is required to 
win the endorsement.

Brad Finstad, a 
former state representa-
tive from New Ulm and 
part of former President 
Donald Trump’s ad-

Styles of Steele 
fundraiser brings 

out the swag
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

There’s nothing like 
a warm spring evening 
— and a well-stocked 
swag bag — to bring out 
a crowd.

That was the case 
last week during Styles 
of Steele’s “Fiesta Fash-
ion” at Torey’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

More than 100 wom-
en attended the event, 
with all proceeds, likely 
more than $1,000, going 
to the Owatonna High 
School (OHS) Husky 
Pantry.

The annual show 
resumed last fall, after 
the mandatory break 
for COVID; this spring 
was the fifth event 
sponsored by Owatonna 
businesses.

“There’s a common 
theme you see here,” 
said Tanya Henson, 
owner of Hat Chic 
Clothing Co. and fash-
ion show emcee.

“These are wom-
en-owned businesses, as 
is roughly 80% of down-
town Owatonna,” she 
said. “Truly, downtown 
is female-owned and 
female-run, and yes, we 
do work together and 
we are not catty. We 
actually lift each other, 
support each other, 
and make sure that we 
thrive together. If my 

fellow girls are doing 
well, so am I.”

The Husky Pantry 
got its start about eight 
years ago, in part-
nership with Trinity 
Lutheran Church of 
Owatonna.

In addition to pro-
viding food for students 
and families, the pantry 
meets other needs.

“It’s a problem that 
we don’t think about or 
talk about on a regu-
lar basis, but we have 
homeless teenagers 
living in Owatonna,” 
Henson said. That 
means hygiene items, 
winter outwear and 
more are important, 
especially when school 
is not in session.

Models wore cloth-
ing, shoes and acces-
sories from multiple 
downtown businesses, 
including Sterling 
Home; Urban Loft; 
Lilly & Rose Boutique; 
Owatonna Shoe; Kottke 
Jewelers; Hot Chic; 
Bellebrook Boutique; 
Hidden Rose Boutique; 
Graif Clothing and 
Paffrath Jewelers.

Door prizes and oth-
er gifts were provided 
by Cedar Floral; Costas 
Candies; Kleckers 
Kreations; Torey’s; Tur-
tle Creek Nursery and 
Central Park Coffee.

A final donation total 
wasn’t available.

‘Prayer is much needed today’
BY RICK BUSSLER

PUBLIsHeR

If there is one thing 
prayer warriors hoped 
to accomplish last 
week, it was inspiring 
hope of making the 
world a better place.

Dozens of people 
gathered for a National 
Day of Prayer Thurs-
day afternoon at the 
West Hills government 
complex in Owatonna 
for the annual prayer 
event.

Rev. Brent Carlson, 
the organizer of the 
local event, encouraged 
all Americans to pray. 
He pointed out that 
the first call to prayer 
publicly came in 1775. 
“The call to prayer has 
continued in our histo-
ry,” he said. “Prayer is 
as important today as it 
was in the beginning.”

On the 71st year of 
the federal observance 
of prayer day, Owa-

tonna Mayor Thomas 
Kuntz said he feels 
“blessed to live in a 
country where we can 
do this.” As he read a 
proclamation regard-
ing prayer day, Kuntz 
said: “Prayer is much 
needed today.”

Offering prayers 
throughout the hour-
long ceremony were 
Andrea Johnson, 
prayer of praise; Rev. 

Kari Jacott, prayer for 
churches; Rev. Loren 
Olson, prayer for public 
safety officials; Lind-
say Thompson, prayer 
for schools; Rev. Greg 
Schlicker, prayers for 
Steele County; Rev. 
Nate Palmer, prayers 
for Minnesota; Rev. 
Amanda Floy, prayer 
for America; Chaplain 
Terry Warner, prayer 
for military; Dr. David 

Ivance, prayer for med-
ical community and 
Rev. Carlson, closing 
prayer.

In his prayer for po-
lice, Rev. Olson pointed 
out how public safety 
officials “work on 
our behalf” and work 
long hours policing 
and protecting while 
witnessing unpleasant 
events. “They have our 
backs and let’s do what 
we can to have their 
backs,” Olson said.

During her prayer, 
Rev. Floy asked for 
“wisdom during these 
divisive times.”

The Lights of 
Litomysl shared songs 
of praise during the 
event. The prayer 
service closed with 
everyone singing, “God 
Bless America.”

There are 30,000 
prayer observances 
throughout the country 
involving around 2 
million people.

4-H adventures and day camps
Even though it 

seems like it’s been 
raining forever, sum-
mer is finally here! Oh 
I do love these summer 
days but as a parent 
I do have a hard time 
hearing “I’m bored” 
“What is there to do!” 
Well folks I have just 
the answer for you! 
If you are looking 
for ways to add some 
exciting adventures to 
your youth’s summer 
then you are reading 
the right article!

Let me tell you about 
the Steele County 4-H 
Summer Day Camps 
and Workshops! Youth 
do not need to be a 4-H 
member to participate 
in any of these events. 
They just need to be a 
youth looking for some 
activity this summer!

The 4-H Day Camps 

are just that — Out-
door Fun! These day 
camps will be filled 
with outdoor activities 
and craft projects. We 
will start at 9 a.m. with 
games and activities, at 
noon we will make our 
outdoor cooking meal 
and by 4 p.m. our day 
will be completed. This 
day camp will take 
place throughout the 
summer.

The 4-H Workshops 
will be project based 
so if your youth wants 
to learn more about 
entomology, gardening, 
beading, candy mak-
ing, agronomy, these 
workshops are just the 
thing! We also have 
an Acres of Adventure 
program going for five 
weeks this summer. 
And let’s not forget 
about our Cloverbuds, 

the youngest members 
of 4-H (K-2nd graders). 
We have an adventure 
day scheduled for 
them too.

All of these day 
camps, workshops 
and adventures are 
open to youth between 
ages k-12 grade. The 
best thing about them 
is ……. There is no 
charge for these day 
camps. Yes that is cor-
rect it is FREE! So, call 
now space is limited. 
Remember you do not 
need to be a 4-H mem-
ber (just short term for 
the day) to participate 
in these events.

For information 
on these adventures, 
please call the Steele 
County Extension 
Office at 507-444-7685 or 
email steele@exten-
sion.umn.edu.

Add some adven-
ture to your summer 
— participate in a 4-H 
Activity!

Tracy Ignaszewski 
is the 4-H program 
coordinator for Steele 
County. Steele Talkin’ 
is a regular column 
featuring authors 
representing vari-
ous organizations 
throughout Steele 
County.

UPCOMING POLITICAL 
EVENTS
May 14: DFL 1st Congressional District Convention- 

Albert Lea
May 13-14: GOP State Convention- Rochester
May 20-22: DFL State Convention- Rochester
May 24: 1st Congressional District Special Primary
Aug. 9: 1st Congressional District Special Election
Aug. 9: General Election Primary
Nov. 8: General Election

See SPECIAL on B2 ►

Steele Talkin’
TRACY IGNASZEWSKI 

STAFF PHOTO BY KAY FATE
Maddie Strable, manager of Graif Clothing in 
Owatonna, models a dress from the store during 
last week’s Fiesta Fashion, the Styles of Steele spring 
show. Proceeds from the event, which featured several 
downtown businesses, will go to help fund the OHS 
Husky Pantry.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Prayer warriors of all ages bow their heads in prayer Thursday afternoon at the National Day of Prayer in 
front of the West Hills government complex in Owatonna. Pastors from various churches led the group in 
prayer for about an hour.

STAFF PHOTO BY RICK BUSSLER
Rev. Brent Carlson of Christ Community Covenant 
Church in Owatonna is one of the area pastors 
leading the National Day of Prayer. Carlson has 
organized the prayer event for several years.
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Loken Excavation & Drainage 
your DRAINAGE PROJECT partner

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
Aggregate Products • Waterway Cleaning
All Excavation Projects • Hauling & Septic

Call DALLAS for your DRAINAGE needs!

550077--445511--22887733

3695 Hoffman Drive NW • Owatonna
loken@qwestoffice.net | Toll-free 855-298-2568

SMIF awards paint to spruce up area towns
Southern Minnesota 

Initiative Foundation 
(SMIF) has awarded 
182 gallons of paint 
from local hardware 
stores to 10 communi-
ties across its 20-coun-
ty region through its 
Paint the Town Grant 
program.

This program is 
designed to engage 

volunteers and build 
collaborative efforts 
that beautify commu-
nities through painting 
community murals, 
community welcome 
signs or historic struc-
tures. This grant is a 
partnership between 
SMIF, Ace Hardware 
stores and Arrow 
Hardware & Paint.

The Paint the Town 
Grant is awarded to 
projects in commu-
nities of 10,000 or less 
that will have a visual 
impact, provide a 
public benefit to the 
community and involve 
volunteer participation.

The 2022 Paint the 
Town Grant award 
recipients are:
• 10 gallons to the City 

of Eyota to refresh 
a mural depicting 
Eyota’s evolution 
connecting the 
railroad and agricul-
ture history to the 
present.

• 40 gallons to the 
City of Lanesboro 
to paint the Sylvan 
Park Public Build-
ing with colorful 
illustrations.

• 11 gallons to Friends 
of Peterson to paint 
gnome murals on 

the post office build-
ing.

• 10 gallons to Lake 
Crystal Economic 
Development Au-
thority for a mural 
depicting pollinator 
plants and animals.

• 17 gallons to Man-
torville Restoration 
Association for an 
historic preservation 
project.

• 14 gallons to Spring 
Valley Economic De-
velopment Authority 
for a mural on the 
S&S Bait Shop build-
ing depicting local 
landmarks.

• 20 gallons to Tri 
City United Schools 
in Montgomery for 
a Wings Walk art 
project, a fun photo 
opportunity for visi-
tors to stand in front 
of the wings.

• 16 gallons to Truman 

Historical Associa-
tion to refresh the 
historic jail build-
ing.

• 28 gallons to Waba-
sha County Histori-
cal Society to repaint 
the Reads Landing 
School, Minnesota’s 
oldest brick school-
house.

• 16 gallons to West 
Concord Historical 
Society for an inte-
rior painting project 
at the historic West 
Concord School.
Since 1997, SMIF 

has helped distribut-
ed more than 10,500 
gallons of paint to 303 
projects in the region 
through various pro-
grams. The Paint the 
Town Grant program 
was officially launched 
in 2015 with regional 
Ace Hardware and 
Arrow Hardware and 

Paint stores.
“It’s incredible to 

surpass this milestone 
of awarding more than 
300 gallons of paint to 
projects in southern 
Minnesota in SMIF’s 
history,” said Tim Pen-
ny, SMIF president and 
CEO. “It’s a testament 
to SMIF’s commitment 
to community vitality 
in the region. We are 
thankful to once again 
have Ace Hardware 
and Arrow Hardware 
& Paint as partners in 
this program.”

Among the partici-
pating stores is Arrow 
Hardware & Paint in 
Owatonna.

For more informa-
tion on SMIF’s grant 
programs, contact 
Jennifer Heien, grants 
coordinator, at 507-
214-7040 or jenniferh@
smifoundation.org.

ministration, had 35% 
of the delegates. He’s 
been endorsed by most 
of southern Minnesota’s 
GOP legislators.

Republican Ken 
Navitsky, of Rochester, 
has suspended his cam-
paign for the seat; his 
name will still appear 
on the primary ballot. 
Navitsky has said he 

will focus instead on 
succeeding retiring 
Minnesota Sen. David 
Senjem in District 25.

The DFL will hold 
its 1st Congressional 
District convention this 
weekend in Albert Lea. 
Former Hormel CEO 
Jeff Ettinger, of Austin, 
has raised the most 
money, and appears to 
have gotten the endorse-

ment of former and 
current state DFL lead-
ers and several current 
mayors in the district.

DFLer Richard 
DeVoe, of Red Wing, has 
suspended his cam-
paign.

Haroun McClellan, 
Grassroots — Legalize 
Cannabis, and Richard 
Reisdorf, Legal Mari-
juana Now, are the two 

third-party candidates 
vying for Hagedorn’s 
seat.

The state convention 
for both major political 
parties will be held in 
Rochester this year.

The Republicans will 
meet this weekend; the 
DFL will meet the fol-
lowing weekend. Both 
events will be held at 
the Mayo Civic Center.

Special primary set May 24, then what?
◄ SPECIAL from B1

Fox to lead Mower Soil & Water
A familiar face will 

lead Mower Soil & 
Water Conservation 
District after its manag-
er Justin Hanson joins 
a state agency’s leader-
ship team.

On Monday, Cody 
Fox, project manager 
for Mower SWCD and 
Cedar River Watershed 
District, became the 
district manager for 
Mower SWCD after 
being selected in late 
April by the Mower 
SWCD Board of Super-
visors.

“I’m greatly honored 
to have the support of 
the board and staff,” 
Fox said. “Justin did an 
amazing job throughout 
his career with Mower 
SWCD and Cedar River 
Watershed District, and 
I will work hard to con-
tinue our office’s strong 

legacy of working with 
private landowners to 
get conservation on the 
ground.”

Mower SWCD also 
is contracted annually 
with CRWD to do the 
work of the watershed 
district, which started 
in 2007.

Fox, 36, received in 
December the Water-
shed District Employee 
of the Year Award from 
the Minnesota Board of 
Water & Soil Resources 
(BWSR) at the Min-
nesota Association of 
Watershed Districts’ 
(MAWD) annual confer-
ence. BWSR executive 
director John Jaschke 
called Fox an example 
of local staff being a 
“driving force behind 
conservation delivery 
in Minnesota.”

Hanson agreed, 

saying project land-
owners and farmers 
have summed up Fox’s 
character well with the 
saying: “He does what 
he says he’s going to 
do.”

“We have completed 
our project plans on 

time and on budget 
while exceeding our 
ambitious goals,” 
Hanson said. “All of this 
could not have hap-
pened without Cody’s 
passion, knowledge and 
credibility. He’s going to 
be a great leader.”

A native of New 
Ulm, Fox joined Mower 
SWCD in 2010 and 
immediately began 
working with farmers 
and rural landowners 
on conservation proj-
ects, including grass 
waterways and basins 
that control stormwa-
ter and sediment. A 
part-time firefighter 
in Albert Lea, Fox and 
his wife, Kelsey, have 
two children, Levi and 
Savannah. He’s also an 
avid hunter and conser-
vationist with his own 
parcel of hunting land 

in Mower County.
Since 2016, Fox has 

led CRWD’s Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) 
that has led to nearly $7 
million in construction 
of 14 structures. CIP 
aims to improve water 
quality and reduce 
flooding by building 
large, earthen dams — 
mostly in the upland 
areas of the flashy Dob-
bins Creek watershed 
—to capture significant 
amounts of stormwater 
or snowmelt and slowly 
release it.

Hanson, who joined 
Mower SWCD in 2004 
right after the Austin 
area experienced its 
worst-known flooding, 
is joining BWSR as 
the assistant director 
for field operations. 
Hanson served as Mow-
er SWCD’s resource 

specialist from 2004 to 
2015, when he replaced 
retiring, long-time man-
ager Bev Nordby.

Since 2015, Hanson 
has led both Mower 
SWCD and CRWD, 
leading each entity to 
statewide recognition.

In 2017, CRWD 
was honored with the 
Watershed District of 
the Year Award by the 
Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources at 
MAWD’s annual con-
ference. In 2021, Mower 
SWCD was chosen as 
SWCD of the Year by 
the Minnesota Asso-
ciation of Soil & Water 
Conservation Districts 
(MASWCD).

Hanson said he 
always has found 
something special about 
working for Mower 
SWCD.

Cody Fox has taken over 
as district manager for 
the Mower Soil & Water 
Conservation District.

Emerald ash borer is now active

Have you been 
noticing 
issues with 
your ash 

trees? If you are seeing 
holes in the trunk, 
seeing bark slough off, 
observing lots of wood-
pecker activity, or notic-
ing that your tree is not 
leafing out like usual, 
your ash tree may be 
displaying symptoms of 
infestation by emerald 
ash borer.

As you probably 
know by now, emerald 
ash borer (EAB) is a 
small beetle whose 
larvae feed on the 
inside of trees, making 
it difficult for the tree to 
transport nutrients and 
water. Unfortunately, 
once an ash is attacked 
by EAB, it will be killed 
if it is not protected. If 
you notice these symp-
toms in your ash tree, 
you may be wondering 
about treating or possi-
bly removing your tree.

In general, once an 
ash is infested, it is 
often killed in about 
four years or less. The 

progression of symp-
toms usually goes like 
this:
• Symptoms are diffi-

cult to notice at first.
• During the second 

year, woodpecker 
pecks and thinning 
foliage begin to be 
apparent.

• By the third year, 
woodpecker activity 
is more common and 
canopy thinning is 
more pronounced. 
Vertical bark cracks 
may also be apparent 
due to the tree trying 
to heal over old gal-
leries.

• By the fourth year, 

the canopy has seri-
ously declined and 
may even be dead.
This progression of 

symptoms can be dis-
heartening. The good 
news is that ash trees 
can be protected from 
EAB with available 
insecticides. However, 
it is not always worth 
treating your tree once 
you know it’s infested.

The way I like to 
think about it is that 
an effective insecticide 
may stop additional 
damage, but it cannot 
reverse the damage that 
has already occurred. 
Insecticide treatment is 

recommended if more 
than 50% of your tree’s 
canopy is still healthy.

You will want to look 
at the tree and decide if 
there is already signifi-
cant canopy dieback or 
if the tree is still rela-
tively healthy. Most in-
secticides used for EAB 
are systemic, meaning 
that the insecticide is 
transported within the 
tree. So, a tree must be 
healthy enough to move 
a systemic insecticide 
up the trunk and into 
the branches and 
canopy. The general 
recommendation is that 
if more than 50% of the 

canopy has died, then 
it is too late to save the 
tree.

If you decide that 
your tree is beyond 
saving, you may want 
to remove it. However, 
now is not the right 
time to remove ash 
trees! The Minnesota 
Department of Agricul-
ture (MDA) does not 
recommend removing 
or pruning ash during 
the Emerald Ash Borer 
active period, which is 
May 1 — Sept. 30. Cut-
ting trees during the 
active period increases 
our risk of causing EAB 
to spread.

If you want to protect 
your tree by treating 
it proactively, you will 
want to find out how 
close you are to the 
nearest infestation. If 
your ash tree is beyond 
15 miles from any 
known infestation, you 
do not need to treat it 
until EAB is confirmed 
in your area. You can 
track occurrences of 
EAB at z.umn.edu/
EABinMN.

REMOVAL
The active period 

typically begins in 
May and ends in early 
October.

Because EAB can fly 
and infest nearby ash 
trees, avoid removing 

ash branches, stumps 
and trees. Only prune 
or remove trees if ab-
solutely necessary and 
transport wood to the 
nearest ash tree waste 
disposal site.

https://www.mda.
state.mn.us/plants-in-
sects/ash-tree-waste-
disposal-sites

Emerald ash borers 
generally have a one-
year life cycle that can 
extend to two years in 
a vigorously growing 
tree.

Adults emerge from 
ash trees any time from 
late May to August.

After feeding on 
leaves, adults mate and 
females lay eggs on the 
bark or in small cracks.

Eggs hatch in seven 
to ten days.

The larvae tunnel 
under the bark of ash 
trees and feed until fall.

The fully grown 
larvae live through the 
winter in chambers 
constructed under the 
bark.

They transform into 
pupae in early spring.

Claire LaCanne 
is the agricultural 
extension educator 
for the University of 
Minnesota for Steele 
and Rice counties. 
Her column appears 
in this newspaper 
regularly.

On The Farm
CLAIRE LACANNE

TIPS FOR TREATING EAB
The pesticides available for treating EAB have been shown to be effective in 
protecting ash in University research trials.
• Some products are available to residents so they can treat ash themselves.
• Larger ash trees are generally best treated by a professional arborist.
• Measure the distance around the trunk at four and one half ft. above the 
ground and divide it by three to get Diameter at Breast Height (DBH).
• Trees larger than 15 inches DBH should be treated by a professional.
• Trees do not build up resistance because of the pesticide applications and 
need to be treated on a regular basis (every one to three years depending on 
the pesticide that is used).
• EAB larvae create winding, S-shaped galleries in the outer sapwood and in the 
tissue (phloem) that carries food from the leaves to the rest of the tree.
• Not all galleries in ash are caused by EAB. See also Recognizing insect 
galleries in ash trees.
• These tunnels girdle the trunk and branches, interrupting the flow of water and 
nutrients.
• The S-shaped galleries become visible if you remove the bark on the trunk.
• Adults emerge in spring creating small, one eighth-inch D-shaped exit holes. 
These holes might not be visible right away.
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ear Motor Medics,
I've been listening to your show "Under The 
Hood" on my local radio station and have

heard a lot of talk about gasoline and changes that have 
happened to it over the years and some new ones 
coming that we have seen here locally involving octane 
changes. The fuel in our pumps has changed and we 
now have a lower octane rating that before. I have 
always just used the cheapest fuel when gassing up my 
car but after listening to you I wonder if I would be better 
served using something else. I heard you suggest the 
higher octane to a listener to prevent engine damage. 
Should I be worried about my car? I drive a 2006 Ford 
Taurus that's not a flex fuel vehicle.

David in Muskegon Michigan
Dear David,
Thanks for listening to Under The Hood and for reading the 
column. Fuel has changed and we are seeing a drop across 
the board in octane and prices all over the place. The first 
place to start is with your owner's manual because you want 
to know what the manufacturer of your car calls for. If they 
recommend a minimum 87 octane or 89 octane, then that is 
the lowest you should use to protect the vehicle. Using fuel 
with lower ratings than manufacturer recommended can 
cause spark knock which is potentially harmful to the engine 
and too high is a waste of money so always consult the car 
owner’s manual.

Take care, the Motor Medics
Dear Motor Medics,
I own a 2011 Chevy truck and car. They both have 
an oil change reminder light that tells

me when the vehicle needs to be serviced. I have noticed 
that the time of service for these two vehicles can range 
up or down as many as 3000 miles on a change and 
frankly it worries me. My dealership where I do all my 
work has told me that I should follow the reminder on the 
dash no matter what and that I don't need to change it 
earlier but that has been 9000 miles on the truck and 
6000 on the car and that just goes against all I have ever 
been taught on my vehicles.

Charlie in Bowling Green Kentucky

Dear Charlie,
When we saw oil change intervals this high we got nervous 
too. The system takes into account things like engine temp, 
idle time, mileage and much more to determine change 
intervals so it's a "Smart System" but not foolproof. It can't 
tell what oil you use. Don't skimp on the oil type. You need 
to use what is recommended by the manufacturer because 
that is what they base changes on. The factory 
recommended engine oil is made to last much longer than 
standard conventional oils and is formulated for long life. It 
doesn't have to be theirs but has to meet their specs. Using 
a cheap oil will reduce miles between changes and can 
affect your engine warranty.

Take care, the Motor Medics

ASK THE MOTOR MEDICS®
From the Hosts of the Under The Hood radio show. 
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Dear Motor Medics,
The wipers on all of my vehicles never seem to 
do the job and I’m looking for some answers. How 
long do wiper blades last? What are the best kinds 
to buy? How do you change them? And probably 
the most important one of all; I’ve had the rear 
wiper on my van changed several times and it still 
leaves a missed spot on the center of the glass. 
Guys, I know you can help all of us who suffer with 
poor wipers.

Deborah in Larchwood Iowa

Dear Deborah,
Many vehicles on the road have poor wipers. Either 
they have just not been looked after or they have 
only been partially repaired. Most good quality 
wiper blades will last about a year but with weather 
conditions can deteriorate in less time. We always 
recommend the best quality name brand blades 
you can find and they are not that expensive. You 
can change them at home on most vehicles. In-
structions are usually included and most require 
no tools. The following is important! The blades 
are not the only part of the wiper. The arms need 
to be working correctly or the blade will never do 
its job. If they are bent or they don’t move on their 
hinge freely they won’t apply proper pressure to 
the blade and that’s likely the issue with your vans 
rear blade. If the arm is bad parts stores usually 
carry the entire arm to resolve your issue.                 

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
I have a 2006 Jeep Liberty and it has been steadi-
ly losing power over the past several months. I 
took it in to more than one shop and they could not 
find the issue. After the power loss became so bad 
that I could not reach more than 50mph I took it to 
another shop who diagnosed it as plugged cata-
lytic convertors. Since they want about $1000.00 
to replace them, I have parked it until I can find 
out more about them. What is a catalytic convertor 
and do they normally fail with only 70,000 miles? 
When I do replace them is there a way to save 
some money such as a used part?

David in Emery South Dakota

Dear David,
Catalytic convertors are placed in the exhaust 
pipe to convert harmful exhaust gasses by way of 
a catalyst. The convertors contain small passag-
es that can become plugged due to oil burning, 
poor state of tune which results in unburned fuel 
reaching the convertor, or poor-quality construc-
tion. We see less failure in vehicles that are well 
maintained.  They can fail at low mileage but there 
may be good news for you. The emissions warran-
ty on a convertor is usually eight years or eighty 
thousand miles. You may be eligible for a free re-
placement. You need to check with a Jeep dealer 
to find out if you’re covered. Used units can’t be 
sold so check with exhaust shops for cheaper af-
termarket alternatives. 

Take care, the Motor Medics

LET THESE SPONSORS KNOW YOU  
APPRECIATE THESE COLUMNS!

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY.

ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND 
FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES  

BEFORE REPAIRS.

Come visit the Motor Medic® online at  
underthehoodshow.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Blossom of the Month is sponsored by this community booster:

Ava Smith 
Sophomore

MAY BLOSSOMS OF THE MONTH
Blooming Prairie High School

Callie Iverson
Freshman

Blooming Prairie’s other student of the month is Callie Iverson, who is in 
ninth grade. Her favorite class is Mr. Piller’s art classes.
Some comments shared by Callie’s teachers include: 
• “Callie works hard in class. She is kind to her classmates.”
• “I enjoy teaching Callie. She has a great sense of humor and has shown 
great progress in school this year!”
• “Callie works hard and is willing to do what it takes to be successful.”
Callie enjoys arts, crafts, sewing and baking. She has two siblings: Moca, 
13 and Gabriela, 7. She also has a pet dog, Louie.

The senior high student of the month is Ava Smith, who is a sophomore. 
Her favorite class is math because it’s a “good teacher and the answer is 
either right or wrong no in between,” she said.
“Ava Smith is a joy to have in class,” said one of her teachers. “She is 
extremely polite, friendly, and an excellent student. We are lucky to have 
her in our building.”
Other teachers added these comments about Ava:
• “Ava is a hard-working young lady. She is a friend to everyone.”
• “Ava Smith is a great student with a ton of potential! She is eager to 
help others and a friend to many.”
Ava’s special interest is “all outdoor activities.” She has a sibling, Ryder, 
who is 11 years old. 

Your one-stop shop for Blossom logo wear

623 6th Street SE Blooming Prairie • 
507-583-7001 www.sportstitch.net • 

Journals rich in history — and mystery
BY KAY FATE
sTaFF WRITeR

Renita Dellwo has a 
mystery on her hands, 
and she’d like your help.

As she cleaned out a 
small safe belonging to 
her aunt, Gloria Brock-
miller, of Waseca, she 
came across a yellowing 
clasp envelope with a 
tantalizing message 
handwritten on the out-
side: “My sweethearts 
through the years.”

Inside, however, 
she found something 
unexpected: Two small 
leather-bound note-
books, 8 ½ by 5 ½ inch-
es. They didn’t contain 
notes about boyfriends 
or crushes; instead, they 
were the diaries of a 
woman named Blanche 
S. McEathron, of Owa-
tonna.

She and her hus-
band, Fred, drove from 
Minnesota to California 
— twice — in the 1940s, 
both times, apparently, 
to find work during 
World War II. The cou-
ple apparently had no 
children.

The first journal 
holds McEathron’s notes 
from March 23-June 
8, 1942. It includes the 
cost of meals, gas, and 
lodging, as well as the 
elevation at each over-
night stop for the week-
long drive to California. 
Total cost: $52.97.

While there, most 
days were spent visit-
ing, seeing the sights, 
and applying for jobs.

She writes about 
her fear of stricter gas 
rationing — which 
comes to fruition in the 
second journal — as 
well as descriptions 
of the black-outs and 
military activity on the 
West Coast, including 
a reported sighting of 
Japanese ships three 

miles off the coast.
After just three 

weeks, McEathron 
writes, “Fred getting 
uneasy. Guess he wants 
to start home soon.”

But Dellwo has no 
idea how her aunt 
got the journals, or 
why. Brockmiller and 

McEathron weren’t 
related, as far as Dellwo 
can find, and there was 
a 36-year age difference.

“I’d like to either 
get the journals into a 
relative’s hands, or have 
them end up in Dodge 
Center,” Dellwo said.

That’s because one of 

the only other pieces of 
information she could 
find about McEathron 
is that she taught math 
at Dodge Center High 
School in 1951. She may 
have taught longer, but 
just one yearbook had 
her photo.

‘I felt like bone’
Local women start over  

with help from Rachel’s Light
BY JONI HUBRED

neWs edITOR

“I never thought I’d be that 
woman.”

In an abusive relationship 
and abusing alcohol to survive 
it, Roxanne Ascheman found 
herself in a place she would have 
never imagined. She told guests 
during a Saturday brunch ben-
efit for Rachel’s Light women’s 
shelter that by the time she left 
her partner, she had hit “rock 
bottom.”

“I felt like the walking dead. 
I felt like bone,” Ascheman said. 
“I lost everything.”

After she sought treatment for 
her addiction, a friend told her 
about Rachel’s Light.

There, Ascheman said, she 
found a place to live while she 
got back on her feet and was 
reunited with her daughter, who 
had been in her father’s care.

“It was a whole new life,” 
Ascheman said. “Within two to 
three months, they helped us 
find a place to live… and then 
they helped us furnish it.”

Executive director Aman-

da Starks said Rachel’s Light 
served 23 households in 2021, 
and 17 moved into permanent 
housing. All 17 stayed in their 
homes, “and that’s really incred-
ible.”

“Three women came to me 
without their children,” she said. 
“They all were reconnected. 
That’s been really amazing to 
see.”

The women receive support 
from Rachel’s Light staff and 
volunteers every step of the way. 
Each is assigned a mentor, she 
said, because it can be scary 
to go from being in a shelter to 
living on your own.

“They are amazing, strong 
women, and they are truly the 
people we should be celebrating 
today,” she said.

Ascheman started volun-
teering with Rachel’s Light 
and openly shares her story to 
encourage other women. It’s 
a big step; she once felt such 
shame over her situation that 
she feared running into people 
she knew while she was out 
shopping.

Celebrating 21 months of so-

briety on Mother’s Day and pur-
suing a new career, Ascheman 
said she looks differently at what 
she went through.

“That had to happen for me 
to be woken up,” she said. “I’m 
grateful for what happened to 
me. I’ve had forgiveness.”

“I want women to know how 
important it is to ask for help,” 
she added. “It can change your 
life.”

To learn more about Rachel’s 
Light, to donate or volunteer, 
visit rachelslight.com.

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Once in need of Rachel’s Light 
services, Roxanne Ascheman now 
shares her story to inspire other 
women.

See JOURNALS on B14 ►

A photo from the 1951 Dodge Center High School yearbook shows Blanche McEathron, second from right in the 
front row. She is identified as a mathematics teacher.
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Soak dry beans in cold water overnight. Heat 
soaked beans to a boil for 30 minutes. Drain 
and rinse. Cut bacon in small pieces and fry 
crisp and drain drippings completely on paper 
towel. In the same pan used for bacon, fry 
chopped up onions and set aside. In a 4 quart 
kettle, put soaked beans, fried bacon pieces 
and cooked onions and sprinkle with salt and 
sugar. Cover all with water and stir together. 
Bake, uncovered, at 325 degrees for 6 hours. 
Makes 24 servings.

BAKED  
BROWN BEANS

2 lbs. Great Northern dry 
beans or navy beans
1 1/2 lbs. dark brown 
sugar

1 lb. bacon
2 large onions, chopped
1 T. salt 
Water

Owatonna postal carriers’ food 
drive returns May 14

BY JONI HUBRED
neWs edITOR

After a two-year 
hiatus because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
postal carriers in Owa-
tonna are bringing back 
a drive that will restock 
local food shelves.

Held Saturday, May 
14, Stamp Out Hunger 
offers the communi-
ty an opportunity to 
donate nonperishables 
by simply leaving items 
near their mailbox. The 
annual drive, created 
in 1991 by the National 
Association of Letter 
Carriers (NALC), 
happens on the second 
Saturday in May.

Local coordinator 
and local NALC presi-
dent Juan Castillo said 
the union made cash 
donations to the local 
food shelf, Commu-

nity Pathways, when 
carriers couldn’t collect 
donations on their 
routes.

The week before this 
year’s drive, postal cus-
tomers received flyers 
reminding them of the 
program, Castillo said.

“We hope it isn’t 
something that’s for-
gotten, and we hope to 
get people participating 
again,” he said. “In the 
past, people just knew 
about it.”

As director of 
Community Pathways 
of Steele County, Dom 
Korbel hopes people 
remember as well. He’s 
grateful the postal car-
riers are reviving their 
traditional drive.

“I was excited to get 
the call from Juan,” he 
said. “It’s such a great 
partnership.”

Community Path-

ways welcomes any 
canned foods, especial-
ly soups, Korbel said, 
and salad dressings will 
complement the fresh 
produce and greens 
the food shelf stocks. 
The nonprofit has had 
to limit cooking oil be-
cause of the cost, so that 
item is in demand.

Rising prices are also 
hitting hard when it 
comes to household and 
personal care items, 
Korbel said. Those are 
distributed through 
the Unique Finds thrift 
store.

“We are really start-
ing to see people asking 
for laundry detergent, 
soap, dish soap, general 
hygiene items they are 
forgoing because the 
cost of food is going up,” 
Korbel said.

Those who prefer to 
make monetary dona-

tions can do that during 
Saturday’s Stamp Out 
Hunger event, and 
those will be added to 
the drive total. Both 
types of donations help 
Community Pathways 
serve more than 1,400 
families in Steele 
County.

But Korbel said 
there’s something 
special about seeing the 
donated items, sorting 
and placing them on the 
shelves. The process 
really shows how items 
come from one person 
to another.

“There really is 
something magical 
about it,” he said.

Castillo said vol-
unteers will be out 
Saturday to help collect 
donations. Carriers 
will deliver the items to 
Community Pathways 
on Monday.

Mark Cameron Band 
brings blues  

to History Center
The blues are com-

ing to the History Cen-
ter later this month 
as the Steele County 
Historical Society 
(SCHS) welcomes the 
Mark Cameron Band 
for an evening concert. 
Winners of the Road 
to Memphis challenge 
in 2017, the Mark 
Cameron Band brings 
more than 30 years of 
musical experience 
to the stage matched 
by their energy and 
magnetism. With a 
style and sound made 
for live audiences, this 
will surely be a show 
that you won’t want to 
miss.

This concert is the 
second in a series of 
live musical perfor-
mances planned at 
the History Center 
this year in conjunc-
tion with their Steele 
County Makes Music 
exhibit. The exhibit, 
which features dozens 
of artifacts and photo-
graphs relating to local 
musical acts, business-
es, and individuals, is 
on display throughout 
2022, including the 
night of the show. 

Attendees will have 
the chance to view 
the exhibit and learn 
about local musical 
history throughout the 
evening, as they listen 
to one of the best blues 
bands in the region.

“We are really ex-
cited for Mark and the 
band to come out here 
and play,” says Kellen 
Hinrichsen, executive 
director of the SCHS. 
“They have been a 
mainstay of regional 
blues festivals for 
years and we are proud 
to have them perform 
here. That night is 
going to be great fun 
and a perfect comple-
ment to our exhibit on 
display.”

The concert is 
scheduled for May 21 
at 7 p.m., with doors 
opening at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets can be pur-
chased ahead of time at 
the History Center or 
online via EventBrite, 
and are $20 for general 
admission and $15 for 
SCHS members.

Please call the 
History Center at 
507-451-1420 with any 
questions.

A fresh opening at Farmer’s Market

STAFF PHOTO BY JONI HUBRED
Owatonna native Samantha Kubat represents her business, Divergent by Design, and sells items made of epoxy 
at the Owatonna Farmers Market opening day. The market will be open Saturday mornings through October at 
Central Park in downtown Owatonna. 

MAY 18
4 p.m. — Police 

Advisory Meeting

MAY 24
5 p.m. — Ambulance 

Commission Meeting

BLOOMING PRAIRIE

MAY 13
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

MAY 16
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

MAY 18
11 a.m. — SEMCAC, 

Community Building

ELLENDALE/HOPE/GENEVA

MAY 14
9 a.m. — Spring 

Fiber Fest Market & 
Rug Hook-In, Pillsbury 
College Prep Campus 
Dining Hall

6 p.m. — Weaving 
Stronger Communities 
Spring Gala, Owatonna 
Country Club

MAY 16
7 p.m. — Medford 

Zoning Board Meeting, 
City Hall

MAY 17
10:30 a.m. — Online 

Storytime, Owatonna 
Library

4:30 p.m. — Library 
Board Meeting, 
Owatonna Library

7 p.m. — Owatonna 
City Council Meeting, 
City Hall

MAY 18
4 p.m. — Owatonna 

EDA Meeting, City Hall

OWATONNA/MEDFORD

Protecting your Choices 
with advance Planning

Senior Alliance 
for Steele County will 
offer a free presenta-
tion, “Protecting Your 
Choices with Advance 
Planning,” beginning at 
6 p.m., Tuesday, May 17.

It will take place 
at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 609 Lincoln 
Avenue, Owatonna.

John Scott, attorney 
with Patton, Hoverstein 
& Berg, will provide 
information and answer 
questions relating to 

important documents 
needed to ensure your 
wishes are carried 
out such as Power of 
Attorney, Health Care 
Directive, Living Will, 
Guardianship, and 
Conservatorship.

This event is open to 
families, individuals, 
and professionals from 
this area. Please call 
Melissa Block at 507-
470-1450 to reserve your 
seat or email mblock@
npseniorliving.com.
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Risky business: The effects of gambling at OHS
BY PRESTON MEIER
OHs MaGneT WRITeR

A split second deci-
sion has the ability to 
win or lose an unwar-
ranted amount of money 
– that is the power gam-
bling holds. When high 
school seniors turn 18, 
they are introduced to 
many new responsibil-
ities. They become a le-
gal adult, gain the right 
to vote, have the ability 
to join the military and 
are legally allowed to 
gamble in Minnesota. 
Many teens are thrilled 
to exercise their newly 
acquired rights, most 
notably – gambling.

Gambling takes on 
many different shapes, 
forms and sizes. Having 
the ability to bet as low 
as a penny or all the 
way up to millions of 
dollars, gives the op-
portunity for anyone 18 
years and older to par-
take with little financial 
restraint. There are 
also various forms of 
gambling such as casino 
gambling (slots, black-
jack, roulette), scratch 
offs, lottery or sports 
betting that reach out to 
a very diverse popula-
tion.

Wagering Around 
the Nation

According to 
earthweb, 85 percent 
of Americans have 
gambled at least once in 
their life and 60 percent 
have gambled in the last 
year. The most popular 
forms of gambling in the 
past year have geared 
towards the online or 
virtual side such as 
online casinos, sports 
betting and the lottery. 
In Minnesota, the age 
restriction is only 18 

years of age to gamble 
in any form, meaning 
many high school stu-
dents are able to gamble 
on their own. This is 
something that can be 
seen as a fun way to get 
a thrill or go out with 
friends, but with young 
adults it is also a big risk 
financially. With that 
risk, comes the ability 
to make money back, 
which is another factor 
that draws people in and 
could lead them down a 
path of addiction.

Odds at OHS
Among seniors at 

OHS, gambling has 
been gaining traction, 
and there is more talk 
about it on a daily basis. 
According to a survey 
sent out on Tuesday, 
April 19 to OHS seniors, 
22 out of 30 respondents 
said they gamble at 
least once every year. 
Out of those 22, three 
partake in some form of 
gambling every day and 
seven partake weekly. 

In the minority was the 
eight out of 30 respon-
dents that stated they 
never gamble. Senior 
Eli Spurgeon was one of 
those eight and he said, 
“I don’t like to gamble 
because you can lose a 
lot of money quickly.” 
The financial worry was 
a commonality shared 
between many that said 
they do not gamble.

For students that 
do gamble at OHS, 39 
percent said their main 
form of gambling was 
sports betting and an 
additional 39 percent 
said they prefer gam-
bling in a casino such as 
Mystic Lake or Trea-
sure Island. This was 
followed by scratch off 
tickets at 17.5 percent 
and online gambling at 
four and a half per-
cent. A majority of the 
seniors expressed that 
they gamble because it 
is an enjoyable thing to 
do with their friends. 
Others stated that it 

provides excitement or 
is a quick way to make 
money. Senior Caleb 
Veriede said, “I like to 
bet on sports games to 
make them more inter-
esting.”

The most common 
monthly expense was 
in the range of $20-50, 
which received 10 re-
sponses. Some alarming 
numbers include three 
respondents saying 
they fall in the $200-500 
spending range and 
two respondents stating 
they spend over $500 
a month on gambling 
alone.

Legalization of 
Sports Betting

Due to the reliance 
on online gambling in 
the past year, sports 
betting has exploded on 
apps such as the Bar-
stool Sportsbook, Fan-
Duel and DraftKings. 
There was an 80 percent 
increase nationally 
in sports betting from 
Jan. 2021 to Dec. 2021. 

Betting on sports is still 
illegal in Minnesota, 
but a bill that would 
legalize sports betting 
is gaining traction in 
the state legislature 
as it passed the House 
Judiciary Committee 
on Thursday, March 24. 
This would only allow 
sports betting in tribal 
casinos and give tribes 
the opportunity to part-
ner with companies for 
online betting. Accord-
ing to Minnesota state 
representative Zach 
Stephenson, this would 
be the biggest change 
to Minnesota gambling 
laws in 40 years.

Although betting on 
outcomes of sporting 
events is illegal in Min-
nesota, it is still one of 
the most popular forms 
of gambling at OHS. 
This is because of the 
ability to bet on player 
props on apps such 
as Underdog Fantasy 
and PrizePicks. Player 
props focus on a certain 
player’s outcome rather 
than the whole team. 
Those props are then 
put into a parlay – a 
series of picks (typically 
two to five) that multiply 
the bet with each addi-
tional pick.

Many students enjoy 
the intensity that sports 
betting brings while 
watching the games. 
An avid sports bettor, 
senior Connor Ginskey 
said, “I bet on sports 
that I enjoy and know 
a lot about to test my 
knowledge and just 
make the game more in-
teresting.” The interest 
of gambling on sports is 
being shared through-
out the school and 
discussions about the 
best picks for certain 

games are a common 
occurrence. Vereide 
said, “I got into sports 
betting because some of 
my friends were doing 
it.” With the popular-
ity of sports betting 
increasing in the world, 
the same effect has been 
seen inside of OHS.

Gambling With the 
Future of Teens

According to Mayo 
Clinic, compulsive 
gambling is the uncon-
trollable urge to keep 
gambling despite what 
it does to someone’s 
life. This means that 
someone is willing to 
risk something of value 
seeking to gain some-
thing greater in return. 
During high school, 
teens are able to get 
their first taste of gam-
bling and approximately 
every one in 25 teens 
develop a gambling 
addiction. This addic-
tion can start before the 
legal gambling age is 
even reached. It can be-
gin with watching adult 
poker games, scratching 
off a ticket purchased by 
an adult or by play-
ing video games that 
contain casino-like 
activities.

To spot someone that 
is dealing with gam-
bling addiction, some 
warning signs include: 
always trying to get 
more gambling money, 
the need to gamble more 
money to get the same 
thrill, trying to gain 
lost money by gambling 
more and jeopardizing 
important things in 
favor of gambling. For 
additional help with 
gambling addiction, 
visit ncpgambling.org or 
call the hotline number 
1-800-522-4700.

Students of the Week
elementary school
Sam Arndt
Second Grade
Parents: Adam and Holly Arndt
Sam is an excellent example of a Lincoln 
Leader! He enters the classroom each day 

with a smile on his face and ready to learn new things. Sam 
consistently shows traits of a Lincoln Leader--being respect-
ful, responsible, and ready to learn.

Ailyn Andrade
Fifth Grade
Parents: Circe Flores and Juan 
Carreon
Ailyn is a talented writer who has a 
poetic way with words. She has shown 
significant growth in her academics due 
to her eagerness to reach her highest 

potential. Ailyn has gained the confidence to work through 
challenging assignments and truly sees herself as capable.

High school
Angel Barajas
Freshman
Parents: Michael and Michelle Bara-
jas
Angel is always smiling when he comes 
to class, and he is motivated to work 

hard to get the day’s task done and get it done right. He is 
respectful and polite in his interaction with both peers and 
teachers. He demonstrates responsibility, and he’s still smil-
ing when he leaves class.

Alexia Markowitz
Junior
Parents: Rosalva Rios and Juan 
Reyna
Alexia is always willing to help a fellow 
student in need. She is an active learn-
er and participates in class activities 
willingly. Alexia is a great leader and 

example for other students. She is currently the president of 
the MAAP Stars and develops activities for the school. Keep 
up the great work, Alexia!

Seven students attend the DECA 
International in Atlanta

Owatonna DECA mem-
bers Audrey Simon, Hillary 
Haarstad, Claire Heyne, 
Dylan Meiners, Cael Dowling, 
Connor Ginskey, and Preston 
Meier attended the DECA 
International Conference in 
Atlanta April 23-27.

Simon, Haarstad, Heyne, 
Dowling, Ginskey, and Meier 
attended the Thrive Leader-
ship Academy while Meiners 
competed in the Principles 
of Finance Role Play Compe-
tition.

During the school year, ap-
proximately 120,000 of DECA’s 
200,000 student members take 
part in the organization’s com-
petitive events program, allow-
ing them to compete for local 

and regional titles. The compe-
titions are designed to simulate 
real-life business scenarios 
and test students’ academic 
understanding and skills 
development. The top state 
and provincial winners put 
their talents to the test during 
the program’s final round of 
competition in Atlanta. The 
DECA International Career 
Development Conference was 
the pinnacle of competition 
where nearly 20,000 students 
vied for international honors. 
Nearly $500,000 in scholarships 
and awards were presented to 
students and teachers for their 
achievements.

The conference included 
a night at Pemberton Place 

which is The World of Coke 
and The Georgia Aquari-
um as well as a concert at 
Mercedes Benz Stadium with 
Judah and the Lion. The 
students also attended an 
Atlanta Braves baseball game 
on their last night.

DECA prepares emerging 
leaders and entrepreneurs for 
careers in marketing, finance, 
hospitality and management. 
DECA enhances the prepara-
tion for college and careers 
by providing co-curricular 
programs that integrate into 
classroom instruction, apply 
learning, connect to business 
and promote competition. 
Owatonna DECA had 107 
members in 2021-2022.

HOME OF THE HONEST MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576 • www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Monday-Friday 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Seven Owatonna students attended DECA International in Atlanta. They included, from left: Claire 
Heyne, Audrey Simon, Hillary Haarstad, Cael Dowling Preston Meier, Connor Ginskey and Dylan Meiners.

OHS MAGNET PHOTO BY PRESTON MEIER
Seniors Connor Ginskey and Caleb Vereide discuss player props on sports betting apps. 
According to the survey, sports betting is the most popular form of gambling at OHS.
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corn hole set. Various lawn care equipment. Many Coach purses! Women’s 

#16 
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#22 
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#25 Baby items, home decor men and women’s clothing
#26 Vandal’s Family Market: Stop by for a bargain lunch for a great cause! We will 

#27 

Blooming Prairie City Wide 
Garage Sale • May 14

ALWAYS LOCAL. ALL THE TIME

Friday, May 13 may be your lucky day 

if you’ve been thinking about subscribing 
to the Steele County Times. 

ONE DAY ONLY SALE!ONE DAY ONLY SALE!
SUBSCRIPTION SALE

thFRIDAY THE 13  
SUBSCRIPTION SALE

thFRIDAY THE 13  

On May 13 and only May 13, print subscriptions will be o�ered for $13 for 6 months 
or E-Edition for $13 for the entire year. This is good only for new subscribers.

This is a SPECTACULAR DEAL to enjoy our award-winning LOCAL news and sports coverage. 

Don’t miss out!
This deal is for Friday, May 13, 2022 only! 

thIt’s the only Friday the 13  in 2022!

Three ways to take advantage:

• Online at www.steelecountytimes.com

 Stop by our o�ces at 109 W. Rose St. in Owatonna •

    or 411 E. Main St. in Blooming Prairie from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 Call 507-583-4431 and sign up over the phone.•
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ORTHODONTIC SPECIALIST www.drdeborahlienorthodontics.comFREE CONSULTATIONSFREE CONSULTATIONS

132 2nd Ave NE
Blooming Prairie

583.6613
DDS, MBS

Dr. Deborah J LienDr. Deborah J Lien

The real 
MVPs

Undoubtedly, the 
most important 
secret ingredient to 
any successful ath-

lete is the love, support and 
encouragement of a mother.

With Mother’s Day having 
passed last weekend, I want-
ed to highlight the important 
roles that moms play in de-
veloping young athletes and 
young people in general.

In my opinion, nobody 
has said it better than Kevin 
Durant did as he spoke about 
the role his mother played in 
his life during his 2013-2014 
NBA MVP award acceptance 
speech.

“When something good 
happens to me — I don’t 
know about you guys — but 
I tend to look back to what 
brought me here… You 
waking me up in the middle 
of the night in the summer-
time, making me run up the 
hill… We weren’t supposed 
to be here. You made us 
believe. You kept us off the 
streets. Put clothes on our 
back, food on the table. When 
you didn’t eat, you made sure 
we ate… You sacrificed for 
us. You’re the real MVP.”

For those fortunate 
enough to have been blessed 
with a mother growing up, 
these words carry meaning 
no matter what socio-eco-
nomic background you come 
from.

As an athlete, there is con-
stant pressure in all aspects 
of life on a daily basis.

From competing in your 
sport, to working hard in the 
classroom to remain eligible 
to play, even in just carrying 
yourself in the community 
as a representative of your-
self and your team, there 
will always be pressure.

However, what goes on 
behind the scenes is how ath-
letes become who they are.

Mothers see everything 
you go through and do every-
thing they can to help you 
achieve your dreams.

My whole life all I want-
ed was to play collegiate 
football.

Seven days a week I spent 
trying to make my dreams a 
reality, which meant that my 
mom also had to take on a 
seven-day schedule.

She drove me to practic-
es and games, she cooked 
meals, she helped me get 
back on track after injuries.

There was nothing she 
couldn’t do and nothing she 
wouldn’t do.

At the time, you may not 
realize that this is the case 
as adolescence creates a 
tunnel vision around life 
where certain things we take 
for granted almost seem like 
background noise.

Yet, to your mother, every 
day is another step closer to 
the combined goal and she 
has never taken a single step 
for granted.

One day is not nearly 
enough recognition for moth-
ers, so make sure to hug the 
ones closest to you and tell 
them you love them.

Happy belated Mother’s 
Day to all the moms in the 
community who raise the 
tremendous athletes in 
Steele County that give our 
community the endless ex-
citement and memories that 
last a lifetime.

We appreciate you!

Steele Sports
JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

Softball gods smile on the Early Bird
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The softball gods 
smiled upon the 42nd 
annual Corky’s Early 
Bird Classic Softball 
Tournament this 
past weekend as play 
kicked off last Friday 
with sunny 70-degree 
weather.

Members of the 
community and 
out-of-state specta-
tors came out large 
numbers to the Steele 
County Fairgrounds 
and the Alexander 
Park ballparks in 
Faribault to take 
in one of the Unit-
ed States’ biggest 
softball tournaments 
of the year with 170 
teams in action.

Play ran from Fri-
day night to Sunday 
afternoon as teams 
competed across six to-

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Walker Nelson of local Owatonna team “Prime Garage Door/Owatonna Eagles/Christian Brothers 
Cabinets” pitches the ball to an opposing batter. Nelson and his squad advance to the winner’s bracket 
after winning their first game last Friday 22-14. See SOFTBALL on B11 ►

Huskies capture first  
at Rochester Invitational
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The Owatonna 
boys and girls track 
and field teams both 
secured first-place 
finishes at the Dick 
Norman Invite at 
Rochester Mayo High 
School last week.

Owatonna’s boys 
team took first with 
871.5 team points while 
the girls team finished 
first with 669 points.

According to Owa-
tonna girls team head 
coach Debby Gleason, 
the teams both fea-
tured “lots of great 
performances” while 
many athletes from the 
team posted person-
al record times and 
scores.

In the relays, Owa-
tonna’s boys and girls 
teams tied for a meet-
high three combined 
first-place finishes with 
the girls team winning 
in the 4x100-meter re-
lay, and the boys team 
winning both the 4x400 
and 4x800-meter relays.

For the girls team it 
was Carsyn Brady who 
finished the day with 
the team’s lone first-
place finish.

Brady ran a meet-
best time of 5:25.54 to 
take home first in the 
1,600-meter race for the 
Huskies.

On the boys side, 
Carter Johnson, Ryan 
Gregory, Connor Gins-
key and Justin Gleason 
all earned first-place 
finishes at the meet.

Johnson and Greg-
ory got the job done 
on the hurdles with 
Johnson winning with 
a time of 15.09 in the 
110-meter hurdles race 
and Gregory finishing 
first at 39.18 in the 
300-meter hurdles 
race.

Rounding out the 
day on the track for the 
boys’ squad was Gins-
key who ran a 2:00.42 
in the 800-meter race to 
secure first.

In the field, Owaton-
na’s top competitor was 
Justin Gleason who 
won a team-high two 

events at the meet.
Gleason took first 

in the long jump with 
a distance of 22 feet 
and 0.75 inches before 
posting a meet-high 
distance of 44 feet and 
10.25 inches in the 
triple jump.

Earlier in the week, 
Owatonna took first 
place again at the Hus-
kies’ home triangular 
against Winona and 
Rochester Century.

The Huskies boys 
team blew the compe-
tition out of the water 
with 129 team points 
to win by an 86-point 
margin while the girls 
squad fought out and 
won a close meet with 
Century to win 86.50-
85.50.

Winners on the 
day for the girls team 
included Brady in 
the 1,600-meter race, 
Madeline Koslosky 
in the 100-meter and 
300-meter hurdles, 
McKenna Dufrene in 
the high jump and Kya 
Dixon in the shot put.

STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA
Owatonna’s Cole Piepho attempts to catapult himself over the bar in the pole vault event at the Dick Norman Invitational in 
Rochester last week. Piepho came in sixth place in the pole vault with a personal-record height of 12 feet.

STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA
Owatonna’s Ethan Peterson runs in the 
3,200-meter race at the Dick Norman 
Invitational in Rochester last week. Peterson 
finished in 12th place with a time of 10:58.74.See HUSKIES on B12 ►
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Hwy 218 South • Blooming Prairie, MN
507-583-2712

CRAFTED FOR PERFORMANCE
Build Yours Today Online at 

Clubcar.com

HOURS:
Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:30 pm

Saturday - 8:00 am - Noon

www.minersoutdoor.com

Brooktree opens the season with a new look
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

Brooktree golf 
course in Owatonna 
has entered the 2022 
golf season with some 
fresh new additions to 
the clubhouse includ-
ing new floors, painted 
walls and even a new 
restaurant.

The additions were 
made over the past 
few months after the 
Owatonna Parks and 
Recreation department 
had a listening season 
with members of the 
community last fall.

“One of the things 
that we had heard was 
that the clubhouse need-
ed to have some updates 
done,” said Owatonna 

Parks and Recreation 
Director Jenna Tuma. 
“So what we did is we 
removed the carpet for 
new flooring, put fresh 
paint on the walls and 
even smoothed out the 
old popcorn ceiling 
and added LED lights 
to brighten it all up. It 
was really just a deep 
cleanse on the club-
house and we’re happy 
with how it all went.”

According to Tuma, 
the Parks and Recre-
ation board “for the 
most part” made the 
renovations in the 
clubhouse with some 
renovations such as the 
ceiling being contract-
ed out to third-party 
vendors.

As for the restaurant, 

Schultzy’s Restaurant 
Group will step in to 
take the reins of the 
clubhouse restaurant.

“We are excited to ex-
pand into Owatonna. We 
plan to offer Brooktree 
patrons our most pop-
ular menu items with 
our new Tavern Nine 
menu,” said Owen and 
Adam Schultz, owners 
of Schultzy’s Restaurant 
Group, who currently 
own 1319 Woodfire Tav-
ern in New Prague.

Aside from being 
pleased with how the 
renovations went, 
Tuma also said that the 
Owatonna Parks and 
Recreation Department 
isn’t the only fan of the 
changes.

“I was out there a lot 

over the weekend when 
it was nice weather, 
and people were really 
pleased with how the 
clubhouse was looking 
after all of the improve-
ments.”

Aside from the 
already-completed ren-
ovations, the Owatonna 
Parks and Recreation 

Department also has 
plans to spiff up the 
patio by adding new 
furniture.

Plans to update the 
patio are tentatively set 
to finish by late May or 
early June.

According to Tuma, 
the department has an 
order out for recycled 

lumber that will be used 
to make the new patio 
furniture.

Those wanting to 
check out the new club-
house can make their 
way down to Brooktree 
Golf Course at 1369 
Cherry St. in Owatonna 
as the course is open for 
the season.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
The Brooktree Golf Course bar sits fully stocked for golfers looking to enjoy food 
and drink after their round. The restaurant at Brooktree was recently taken over by 
Schultzy’s Restaurant Group out of New Prague.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Old Glory waves proudly outside of the Brooktree Golf Course over the weekend as 
newfound sun and warmth blanket Owatonna to mark the beginning of summer. 
Brooktree Golf Course is officially open for the season and features a host of new 
clubhouse renovations.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Golfers sit in the newly renovated Brooktree Golf Course clubhouse dining area. Renovations at the clubhouse include new flooring, painted walls and a refurbished ceiling.
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BLOOMING PRAIRIE COUNTRY CLUB
One of the finest 9-hole courses 

in Southern Minnesota

Sunday, May 15th
Saturday, May 21st
Saturday ,June 11th
Saturday, July 2nd
Saturday, July 9th
Saturday, July 23rd
Sunday, July 24th
Wednesday, July 27th
Friday, July 29th
August 13th & 14th
Wednesday, August 17th
Saturday,August 20th
Saturday, September 10th
Saturday, October 8th

1-man best shot
3-person best shot
3-person best shot
BP Alumni & Friends Tournament
2-person best shot (Meat Tournament)
2-person (9-9-9) tournament
Junior Club tournament
Women’s Fun Night
BP Chamber Fun Day
BPCC Men’s Club Championship
BPCC Women’s Club Championship
3-person best shot (Reno)
Calcutta tournament
Fall 1-person best shot

Monday night Men’s League started Monday, May 2nd
Tuesday night Men’s League started Tuesday, May 3rd

2022 Blooming Prairie Country Club 
Tournament Schedule

Fall 2-Man League Each Thursday in September

Membership - 

$249.00 

This membership is a full membership and
allows play in league and tournaments. 
It requires a golf cart rental for each round.

This membership is a full membership and
allows play in league and tournaments. 
It requires a golf cart rental for each round.

     Please call the clubhouse at 507-583-2887
     7701 SE 118th St.

     Blooming Prairie, MN 55917
     Follow us on our Facebook page

CHECK THIS OUT!
Our newly improved website is up and running.Our newly improved website is up and running.

www.steelecountytimes.com
•  Revamped design—easier to read and more attractive

•  Easier to navigate 

•  More options quicker

Sign up to get E-mail alerts/notifications 

for local breaking news

Featuring the area’s best hometown local news 24/7!
ALWAYS LOCAL. ALL THE TIME
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Gantert, Tucker win Lakeville 
North Invitational

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
sPORTs edITOR

The Owatonna 
boys tennis team was 
represented in winning 
fashion by Charlie 
Tucker and Nils Gan-
tert, who both won the 
No. 1 doubles bracket 
at the Lakeville North 
Invitational over the 
weekend.

All starting members 
of the Owatonna boys 
tennis team competed 
in their respective roles 
at the Lakeville North 
Invitational which is an 

individual tournament 
as opposed to a team 
tournament.

Gantert and Tuck-
er brought home the 
team’s lone win while 
No. 2 and No. 3 singles 
competitors Liam 
Smith and Thomas Her-
zog nearly joined the 
Huskies doubles squad 
in the winner’s circle 
with second-place fin-
ishes in their respective 
brackets.

Also competing 
on the day were No. 
1 singles athlete Mac 
Pilcher, No. 4 singles 

athlete Thomas Han-
son, the No. 2 doubles 
pairing of Aiden Engel 
and Damiam Boubin, as 
well as the No. 3 doubles 
pairing of Levi Kubicek 
and Finn Loveless.

Engel and Boubin 
made a deep run in the 
consolation bracket and 
won the backside of the 
bracket to place fifth 
overall at the invita-
tional.

Aside from Engel and 
Boubin’s finish, Pilcher 
came in sixth, Kubicek 
and Loveless came in 
seventh and Hanson 

came in eighth.
Earlier in the week, 

Owatonna defeated 
both Rochester John 
Marshall and Lakeville 
South to improve its 
season record to 10-1 
overall and 8-1 in-con-
ference.

The Huskies beat 
Lakeville South 5-2 and 
Rochester John Mar-
shall 6-1 in two domi-
nant displays.

Owatonna’s doubles 
teams remained perfect 
against both squads 
and won every match 
played, while Herzog 

and Smith were the 
team’s only two singles 
players to go 2-0 on the 
week.

Tucker and Gantert 
put on the team’s most 
dominant display of the 
week against Roches-
ter John Marshall’s 

No. 1 doubles pairing, 
winning in two sets 6-0 
and 6-1.

Up next for Owaton-
na’s boys tennis team is 
the Big Nine Conference 
Meet at the Rochester 
Outdoor Tennis Center 
on Saturday at 9 a.m.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna’s Damian Boubin extends for a forehand return shot at the Lakeville North Invitational last weekend. 
Boubin and teammate Aiden Engel finished in fifth place in the No. 2 doubles bracket.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna’s Thomas Herzog attempts a backhanded 
return shot at the Lakeville North Invitational last 
weekend. Herzog placed second place in the No. 3 
singles bracket at the invitational.

A PANTHER STAPLE
Stork dominates on the mound

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
sPORTs edITOR

NRHEG’s 
Sophie 
Stork has 
been a key 

contributor for Pan-
thers sports across 
both volleyball and 
basketball so far this 
year; however, where 
the senior is truly 
shining is on the 
softball field.

In Stork’s last five 
games on the mound 
for the Panthers, 
she has allowed just 
two earned runs in 
34 innings pitched 
while striking out 44 
batters.

“She’s been 
starting for us — and 
it seems like just 
yesterday — since 
her seventh-grade 
year,” said Coach 
Wendy Schultz. “We 
threw her in during 
a section game when 
our pitcher was 

struggling, and as a 
little seventh grader, 
she struck a couple 
of batters out. She’s 
been our starter ever 
since.”

Stork’s dominant 
stretch has cata-
pulted NRHEG to a 
five-game winning 
streak and positioned 
the Panthers at 6-1 
overall and 5-1 in 
conference play to sit 
in second place in the 
Gopher Conference.

“It’s definitely 
rewarding being out 
there for them. They 
have my back every 
game and it’s just so 
fun to go out there 
and play with this 
group. Some people 
would think that af-
ter five years of pitch-
ing for this team I 
wouldn’t get nervous, 
but every time I take 
the field my heart 
rate is definitely up 
there,” said Stork.

Stork’s contribu-

tions to the team’s 
success also come in 
ways outside of just 
pitching.

While some coach-
es elect to not have 
their pitchers bat and 
assign designated 
hitters, Stork has 
been a staple in the 
Panthers’ batting 
order and a regular 
offensive contributor.

In the same five-
game stretch, Stork 
has six hits, two runs 
and three RBIs as 
well as an active hit 
streak that stands at 
seven games since 
the team’s opening 
day game against 
Blue Earth Area.

Stork’s presence 
on the field hasn’t 
caught only the eyes 
of Panthers fans. 

The senior will 
suit up for both 
Hamline University’s 
girls basketball and 
softball teams next 
fall as a freshman in 

college.
“I’m definitely 

very excited. You 
know, it’s a big city 
and there will be a lot 
of new people, but I’m 
also a little nervous,” 
Stork said. “I’d say 
that I’ve always been 
used to having the 
same teammates 
and coaches, so I’m 
a little bit uncer-
tain about how I’m 
going to fit in, but 
it is a great feeling 
knowing that I’m not 
done playing sports 
because they’ve 
always been such a 
big part of my life. 
Saying goodbye to 
the Panthers jersey is 
definitely going to be 
hard though.”

Those looking to 
watch Stork’s storied 
Panthers career con-
tinue this season can 
watch her take the 
field for NRHEG next 
at home on Thursday 
at 4:30 p.m.

“Some people would think that 
after five years of pitching for this 
team I wouldn’t get nervous, but 

every time I take the field my heart 
rate is definitely up there.”

Sophie Stork
NRHEG Pitcher

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG pitcher Sophie Stork winds up for 
a pitch against Kenyon-Wanamingo last 
Thursday. Stork pitched seven innings allowing 
one earned run while striking out six batters.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG senior Sophie Stork hits a pitch against Kenyon-Wanamingo last Thursday. Stork ended up 
doubling on the hit and extended her hitting streak to seven games.
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tal divisions with men’s 
and women’s bracket 
games being played one 
after the next.

Taking home the 
premier wins in the 
men’s and women’s 
open division were two 
Iowa teams who came 
up for the tournament.

“The Herd” was 
victorious in the men’s 
open division against 
“T’s 13” from Nebras-
ka, while Iowa’s “On 
Point” beat local Min-
nesota team “Wild 1’s/
Showcase Renovations 
Inc./Keller Construc-
tion/S2N.”

However, the ath-
letes weren’t the only 
winners at the Early 

Bird Classic this year.
Family, friends and 

spectators alike were 
able to enjoy an atmo-
sphere that featured 
food, merchandise and 
celebrity appearances 
over the course of the 
three-day tournament.

Tom-Thumb Donuts 
and local favorite pork 
burgers were plentiful 
for spectators to snack 
on during games, 
while Celebrity guest 
Adam Scherr — more 
commonly known 
as WWE’s “Braun 
Strowman” — was out 
enjoying the games.

While some rain did 
fall on Saturday, it was 
not enough to deter 
the crowds as play 

resumed according 
to plan and the event 
went on as originally 
scheduled.

After having dealt 
with the COVID-19 
pandemic for the last 
two years, this year’s 
42nd annual Early Bird 
Classic marks the first 
time that the tourna-
ment has gone on as 
planned over its first 
weekend of May annu-
al start time since 2019.

Former tournament 
director and tourna-
ment namesake James 
“Corky” Ebeling said it 
was an amazing feeling 
knowing that the Early 
Bird — which began 
back in 1979 — was to 
be back on track and in 

full strength in 2022.
The Early Bird 

Classic expects to raise 
between $30,000-50,000 
for local charities and 
causes, and Owatonna 
Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO 
Brad Meier said that 
the chamber expects 
over $600,000 worth 
of business to come to 
Steele County during 
the tournament.

Revenue numbers 
from the tournament 
were not available at 
the time of press.

Those looking 
to take in the next 
Corky’s Early Bird 
Classic will have to 
wait for the first week 
of May in 2023.

Softball gods smile on the Early Bird
◄ SOFTBALL from B7

Vikings shut out 
Tigers 5-0

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
sPORTs edITOR

The Hayfield Vikings 
left Medford with a 5-0 
shutout win over the 
Tigers last week to cap 
Medford’s week at 0-2.

Medford was not able 
to find the run support 
that it needed in its game 
against the Vikings, as 
the team managed just 
three hits in 23 at-bats in 
the game.

Hayfield opened the 
game’s scoring early by 
posting the game-win-
ning run in the top of the 
first inning to lead 1-0.

Hayfield would go on 
to score in small chunks 
over the rest of the game 
with one run coming in 
the third inning, two in 
the fifth and the final 
run being scored in the 
seventh.

Tigers fans will have 
to wonder what could 
have come from the 
game had Hayfield not 
replaced its starting 
pitcher just one out into 
the game.

After allowing one 
walk and one hit in the 
bottom of the first in-
ning, Hayfield changed 

pitchers from starter 
Ethan Pack to reliever 
Easton Fritcher unex-
pectedly.

The gamble paid off 
for the Vikings, who 
shut down Medford for 
the next 6.2 innings en 
route to the shutout win.

Taking the mound 
for Medford in the loss 
was Reed Cumberland, 
who threw all seven 
innings for the Tigers 
and allowed five runs 
on seven hits with three 
strikeouts.

Leading the Tigers 
on offense with one hit 
apiece were Tate Her-
mes, Noah Honsey and 
Justin Voegele.

Earlier in the week, 
Medford faced similar 
struggles against Maple 
River losing the games 
by a score of 1-0.

Medford was close to 
snatching a conference 
road win against Maple 
River before the Eagles 
cashed in on a run in the 
bottom of the sixth in-
ning to put the Tigers in 
a bind with one half-in-
ning remaining.

Despite the loss, Med-
ford had just one hit less 
than the Eagles, but the 

real damage was done by 
errors.

Maple River beat 
Medford on the errors 
margin 4-2, ultimately 
costing the Tigers the 
win.

Medford’s Casey 
Chambers took the loss 
in the game despite 
pitching six innings and 
allowing zero earned 
runs while striking out 
10 batters.

Once again, Med-
ford’s leaders in offen-
sive production were 
Hermes, Honsey, Justin 
Ristau and Jack Paulson 
with one hit apiece.

Medford will line up 
to face NRHEG next at 
home on Thursday at 5 
p.m.

Player Stats
vs. Hayfield
 H R RBI
Hermes 1 0 0
Honsey 1 0 0
 IP H R K BB
Cumberland 7 7 5 3 2
vs. Maple River
 H R RBI
Hermes 1 0 0
Honsey 1 0 0
Paulson 1 0 0
Ristau 1 0 0
 IP H R K BB
Chambers 6 5 1 10 1

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Medford’s Josh Bluhm reaches to hit an outside pitch against the Hayfield Vikings last week. Bluhm and the 
Tigers finished the week 0-2 after losing to both Maple River and Hayfield.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Medford starting pitcher Reed Cumberland, left, looks 
on while shortstop Josh Bluhm attempts to make a play 
to first base against Hayfield. Bluhm and Cumberland 
were defeated by Maple River and Hayfield last week.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Medford pitcher Reed Cumberland fires a pitch to home plate against Hayfield last 
week. Cumberland pitched seven innings in a 5-0 shutout loss to the Vikings.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Men’s open division champions “The Herd” (IA) pose with their championship 
banner after their final win last weekend. “The Herd” were one of two Iowa teams 
to win the open division at the tournament.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Left to right: Rick Scherr, Geno Bluhm, Adam “Braun 
Strowman” Scherr and James “Corky” Ebeling pose for 
a photo at the Corky’s Early Bird Classic.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Women’s open division tier-one champions “On Point” (IA) are all smiles after 
their championship win at the Corky’s Early Bird Classic last weekend. “On 
Point” and fellow Iowa team “The Herd” both won their respective open division 
championships at the tournament.
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For the boys, it was 
Tanner Stendel, Garret 
Karsten, Keanan 
Larson, Noah Kubicek, 
Ginskey, Gavin Dewitz, 
Johnson, Seth Johnson, 
David Smith, Aiden 
Charles, Gleason, 
Jacob Ginskey and Eli 
Spurgeon who all won 
events at the meet.

As a team, Owaton-
na also swept every 
relay except for the 
girls 4x400-meter relay 
where Owatonna came 
in second place.

Up next for the squad 
is a home triangular 
with Northfield and 
Red Wing scheduled 
for Thursday, May 19 at 
4:30 p.m.

Huskies capture first at Rochester Invitational
◄ HUSKIES from B7

Rain delays 
opener at 
Chateau

BY MYRON GRAGE
RaCInG CORResPOndenT

The 2022 Race Season at Chateau 
Speedway continues to be plagued by 
rain and wet conditions this spring. 
All the rain and cool weather have 
prevented track officials from being 
able to get on the track and doing 
anything with the racing surface. 
Currently, the surface is so saturated 
that officials have been unable to even 
drive onto the surface with any of the 
tracks equipment.

The facility was set to host the 
SMP Promotions Frost Buster 
Enduro back on April 23, but that 
was washed out as were plans for a 
rescheduling of the event. The Test 
and Tune, which was schedule for 
May 3 was washed out next. And now 
the continued wet and cool conditions 
have forced officials to cancel what 
was supposed to be one of the biggest 
opening weekends in the history of 
the track. No decision has been made 
yet on how or if the big events of the 
weekend can be rescheduled.

The James Krejci Memorial which 
was set for May 6 with the $710 first 
prize check for the Hansen Tire 
WISSOTA Midwest Modified Feature 
winner has been put on hold. The 
event was actually supposed to run 
last fall but was lost to weather at the 
end of last season and was pushed 
into this season. The track was also 
set to host the Double M Transport 
USRA B Mod Summit Shoot Out 
$1,250 to win event on Saturday, May 
7 along with the WISSOTA Midwest 
Modified Race of Champions qualifi-
er event. The Minnesota Micro Mods 
were also supposed to make an ap-
pearance at Lansing on Friday night.

Officials are hopeful for better 
weather in the next week so racing 
action can get started on Friday, 
May 13 with the track’s six classes 
all in action, including the debut of 
the Skjeveland Enterprises USRA 
Stock Cars. Along with the Midwest 
Mods and B Mods Chateau will also 
be running the Power 96 Chateau 
Pure Stocks, Manke’s Outdoor and 
Appliance Chateau Hornets and the 
French’s Repair USRA A Mods.

First Green Flag is set for 7:15 p.m. 
every Friday.

NRHEG softball comes 
up blank in St. Cloud

BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
sPORTs edITOR

The NRHEG Pan-
thers softball team 
finished its non-con-
ference tournament 
in Caswell 0-3 last 
weekend after losing 
to Glencoe-Silver Lake 
(GSL), Sauke Centre 
and St. Cloud Cathedral 
(SCC).

NRHEG’s offense 
struggled throughout 
the weekend as the 
team managed just sev-
en runs through three 
games.

The Panthers’ closest 
game of the tournament 
came last Friday when 
NRHEG faced Sauke 
Centre on the opening 
day of play.

NRHEG jumped out 
to a 3-0 lead after the 
top of the fourth inning 
to lead 3-0 before Sauk 
Centre closed the deficit 
to 4-2 after the bottom of 
the inning.

Sauk Centre would 
go on to tie the game in 
the bottom of the fifth 
inning before officially 
ending the game in 
walk-off fashion in the 
bottom of the seventh 
inning with a base hit 
RBI to win 4-3.

“This was a game 
we definitely had our 
chances of winning. We 
scored one run in three 
innings, but left run-
ners stranded in a few 
of the other ones,” said 
Coach Wendy Schultz. 
“Sophie Stork pitched a 
great game striking out 
13 and walking only 1. 
We would have liked to 
have won this game, but 
overall, played pretty 
decent.”

Stork struck out 13 
batters in the game but 

was still hit for three 
earned runs on three 
hits.

After Sauk Centre, 
NRHEG went on to lose 
its last two games of the 
tournament 7-4 to GSL 
and 12-0 to SCC.

NRHEG held a 
2-0 lead against GSL 
after the top of the first 
inning, but quickly 
relinquished it after the 
bottom of the inning 
when GSL went up 3-2.

After tying the game 
in the top of the third 
inning, GSL once again 
jumped out with a 
multi-run inning in the 
bottom of the third to 
make the game 5-3.

GSL went on to 
outscore the Panthers 
2-1 in the remaining 3.5 
innings to win 7-4.

As for SCC, the Pan-
thers were blasted for 
12 runs in the team’s fi-
nal game last Saturday 

and lost by the mercy 
rule after five innings 
of play.

SCC posted 11 of 
its 12 runs after two 
innings, with six com-
ing in the first inning 
and five coming in the 
second.

Earlier in the week, 
NRHEG earned a 3-1 
home win against 
conference opponent 
Kenyon-Wanamingo.

The Panthers’ 
defense was on display 
in the game as Stork 
struck out six batters 
and allowed just one 
run on five hits by the 
Knights.

Brenlee Knudson 
drove home the team’s 
winning runs with a 
two-RBI double in the 
first inning.

NRHEG’s next game 
will be at home against 
Medford on Thursday, 
May 12 at 4:30 p.m.

Player Stats
vs. Sauk Centre
 H R RBI  
Kyllo 2 2 0  
Ihrke 1 1 0  
F. Nielsen 0 0 1  
Schultz 0 0 1  
Sommer 0 0 1  
 IP H R K BB
Stork 7 3 3 13 1
vs. GSL
 H R RBI  
Stork 2 1 1  
F. Nielsen 1 1 1  
Schultz 2 1 0  
Smith-Vulcan 1 0 1  
Knudson 1 0 1  
Kyllo 1 1 0  
 IP H R K BB
Stork 6 11 6 7 1
vs. SCC
 H R RBI  
Stork 1 0 0  
Ihrke 1 0 0  
 IP H R K BB
Stork 3 6 3 5 4
F. Nielsen 2 0 0 3 1
vs. Kenyon-Wanamingo
 H R RBI  
Knudson 2 0 2  
Kyllo 2 2 0  
F. Nielsen 1 1 0  
Stork 1 0 0  
 IP H R K BB
Stork 7 5 1 6

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG’s Ary Howe attempts to make a spectacular 
leaping catch against Kenyon-Wanamingo last week. 
Howe and the Panthers won 3-1 at home to add 
another conference win.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
NRHEG’s Sophie Stork makes a throw from her knees to first baseman Preslie 
Nielsen to secure an out against Kenyon-Wanamingo last week. Stork pitched seven 
innings striking out seven batters and allowing one run to the Knights.

Meier wraps up college lacrosse career
BY BARBARA BOXLEITNER

sPORTs CORResPOndenT

Braeden Meier has com-
pleted his college lacrosse 
career.

The Owatonna High 
graduate played every 
game--46 in total--during 
his four-year Wittenberg 
University career. 

“I’ve surpassed what 
others had expected of 
me,” the 6-foot-2 defend-
er said. “My goal was to 
play in every game of my 
career. That was certainly 
my expectation. For me it 
really wasn’t a surprise.”

Meier graduates leaving 
one year of playing eligi-
bility on the table as he 
begins working as a digital 
marketing specialist. 

“That was really obvi-
ously disappointing with 
the COVID year. That year 
of eligibility will stick with 
me for the next couple 
years,” he said. “I’m happy 
where I’m at right now.”

“Every year has been 

special for me, with the 
work that goes into every 
season,” he said. “It’s 
certainly a different year 
being a senior and some of 
the special things that go 
with that.”

He started every game 
each of the past two sea-
sons. He was among three 
Tigers to start every game 
this year, when he caused 
17 turnovers, third most on 
the squad, and picked up 35 
ground balls, fifth most.

He had one goal his 
junior season.

“He is a good athlete. 
He goes full speed all the 
time,” said Wittenberg 
head coach Jay Owen. “His 
leadership has developed. 
He’s never satisfied, but 
he’s still positive,” the 
coach said. 

Meier was chosen as a 
team captain last season 
and this. Players have to 
apply for the role and even 
complete an interview. 

“I was definitely ner-
vous last year applying 
to be a captain. Typically 
that spot’s reserved for 
seniors,” he said, noting 
that he was the only junior 
to be a captain a year ago. 
“It’s certainly been an 
incredible honor.”

MEN’S BOWLING
Junior Dakota Savoie of 

Waldorf University placed 
35th in the Bronco Bash. 
The former Huskie had a 
scoring average of 171.4, 
with a high of 194. 

WOMEN’S GOLF
College of Saint Bene-

dict first-year player Halle 
Strunk finished fifth on 
the team with a 9.4 scoring 
average in playing all sev-
en tournaments this year. 
She is out of Blooming 
Prairie High School.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Sara Anderson of 

Winona State University 
has been named to the 
all-Northern Sun Intercol-
legiate Conference second 
team. The Owatonna 
alumna was cited for her 
doubles play, after teaming 
with Beth Murman to fin-
ish 10-1 in the conference 
at No. 2 doubles and 16-3 
overall.

Macy Voss had a 3-5 
record at sixth singles for 
Bethel University. The 
junior is from Owatonna 
High.

Send updates about 
area athletes to Barbara 
Boxleitner at jdanddoc@
gmail.com.

COLLEGE NEWS

Braeden Meier

STAFF PHOTO BY JACOB SEYKORA
Owatonna’s Ryan Gregory leaps over a hurdle during the 300-meter hurdles race at the Dick 
Norman Invitational in Rochester last week. Gregory came in first in the race with a time of 39.18.
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Panthers send Blossoms packing 12-2
NRHEG and Blooming Prairie met in a Gopher 

Conference baseball clash last week where the 
Panthers sent the Awesome Blossoms home with a 
12-2 loss.

The Panthers struck first in the bottom of the 
first inning to lead 1-0, however, the game remained 
tight into the fourth inning. In the bottom of the 
fourth, NRHEG put its foot on the gas and knocked 
home eight runs to take a 9-0 lead.

Blooming Prairie found life in the top of the sixth 
inning with its first two runs of the game to make it 
9-2, however, NRHEG added three runs in the bot-
tom of the frame to activate the 10-run mercy rule 
after five innings at 12-2.

Carter Bishop led Blooming Prairie with two hits 
and one RBI while Ethan Thompson led NRHEG 
with two hits, two runs and one RBI.

Blooming Prairie went on to finish its week 
0-2 with losses coming 10-0 against USC and 10-9 
against Triton.

NRHEG finished its week with one more win-
ning by a score of 17-7 against Kenyon-Wanamingo.

Blooming Prairie will face WEM next at home 
on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. while NRHEG will face 
Medford at home the same day at 5 p.m.

BP boys golf 1st at USC
The Blooming Prairie boys golf team took first at 

Oakview Golf Course last Friday with a team score 
of 171.

The Awesome Blossoms edged out JWP for first 
by five strokes as Colin Jordison led the team with 
a score of 39 to take second place as an individual in 
the tournament.

The Blooming Prairie girls team was not able 
to field a full roster to compete in the team tourna-
ment, however, Ella Farr was able to take fourth 
place as an individual with a score of 61.

Earlier in the week, both teams were able to 
compete fully at Prairie Ridge Golf Course where 
the boys squad took first place and the girls team 
took second.

Colby Johnson tied for first place as an individ-
ual at the tournament with a score of 38 and Aubry 
Alwes placed sixth with a score of 54 to lead the 
girls team.

Up next for the two teams is a trip to Kenyon 
Country Club to face Kenyon-Wanamingo, Hayfield 
and USC on Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

BP boys race to 1st in Medford
The Blooming Prairie boys track and field team 

took first place at Medford last Thursday, with the 
girls team finishing in fourth at the meet as well.

Blooming Prairie’s boys team’s 113 points gave 
the squad a 16-point margin over Medford for first 
place.

The girls squad totaled 40 points for fourth, but 
found themselves 38 points behind Rochester Area 
Christian Educator’s 78 points for third place.

The two teams featured five individual winners 
on the day with Gloria Hernandez winning the 
1,600-meter race, Asha Lighthizer winning the 
3,200-meter race, Xavier Rennie winning in the tri-
ple jump, Owen Kreuger winning in the discus and 
Drew Kittelson winning in the shot put.

The boys team also featured a relay win with the 
4x200-meter relay squad taking first place as well.

Up next for the two teams is the Gopher Confer-
ence Meet at Triton High School on Saturday at 10 
a.m.

BP softball crushes USC, Triton
Blooming Prairie’s softball team put on a clinic 

last week by taking home two big conference wins 
against USC and Triton. The Awesome Blossoms 
capped the week with a 13-7 win against USC on the 
road thanks to strong run support in the middle 
innings. After trailing 2-0 after the first inning, 
Blooming prairie scored 12 of its 13 runs between 
the second and fifth inning to earn the win.

Haven Carlson pitched all seven innings for the 
Blossoms and gave up seven runs on four hits while 
striking out 11 batters.

Shawntee Snyder exploded on offense for Bloom-
ing Prairie with four hits, three runs and five RBIs.

Earlier in the week, Blooming Prairie won via 
the mercy rule against Triton 12-2.

Carlson pitched five innings allowing two runs 
on five hits, while Bobbie Bruns led the Blossoms on 
offense with two hits, one run and four RBIs.

Up next for Blooming Prairie is a road game 
against WEM on Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

Tough week as Tigers softball lose 4
The Medford Tigers softball team was held win-

less last week in four games against Cannon Falls, 
Maple River, Waseca and Kenyon-Wanamingo.

Medford ended the week on a sour note after los-
ing 10-0 on the road against Cannon Falls in a game 
that was one-sided from the first inning.

Earlier in the week, Medford had closer games 
against Maple River, Waseca and Kenyon-Wanam-
ingo losing 7-4 to the Eagles and 6-5 to both the Jays 
and Knights.

However, defense remained an issue for the 
Tigers as the team allowed 13 hits for six or more 
runs against both Maple River and Waseca, while 
surrendering six runs on 10 hits to the Knights.

Medford will have a chance to get back in the 
win column next on the road against NRHEG on 
Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

Cole, 4x100 relay set two school records
Medford’s boys and girls track and field teams 

both took second place at the teams’ home meet, 

but the real stars of the show were Jackie Cole and 
the boys 4x100 relay team who both broke school 
records at the meet.

Cole’s long jump of 18 feet and one inch broke 
her previous record of 17 feet and seven inches 
while the boys 4x100 relay team broke the old 
record of 46.11 set in 2019 with a new record time 
of 45.16.

The girls team was close to edging out the JWP 
Bulldogs for first place with 105.50 points, but fell 
short by three points to JWP’s 108.50 in the end.

As for the boys, the Tigers squad was 16 points 
behind Blooming Prairie for first place.

Medford fans can watch both teams compete 
next at the Gopher Conference meet at Triton High 
School on Saturday at 10 a.m.

Panthers girls golf second at USC
The NRHEG girls golf team placed second at 

the USC home meet at Oakview Golf Course last 
Friday with a score of 301.

Leading the team was Lainee Krohn with a 
score of 66 to take sixth place as an individual.

The boys team was unable to field a full roster 
to compete as a team, however, Maverik Bueltel 
was able to tie for 11th place with a score of 48 as an 
individual.

Earlier in the week, NRHEG’s girls team earned 
another second-place finish at the squad’s home 
meet at Riverview Golf Course with a score of 322.

Leading the team was Tayla Sandry who took 
sixth place with a score of 73.

The boys team was once again unable to field 
a full roster, but Bueltel was able to tie for ninth 
place with a score of 49.

Both squads will compete next at Kenyon Coun-
try Club on Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.

NRHEG track near top at home
The NRHEG boys and girls track and field 

teams took third and second respectively at the 
teams’ home meet last Thursday.

NRHEG’s girls squad was edged out by nine 
points at 130-121 for first place by WEM while 
the boys squad took third behind Albert Lea by a 
34.5-point margin at 103-68.5.

As teams, the girls squad won both the 4x400 
and 4x800-meter relay races, while the boys squad 
was able to win the 4x400-meter relay as well.

The girls team featured three winners in Quinn 
VanMaldeghem in the 1,600-meter race, Gabby 
Schlaak in the high jump, and Josie Strom in the 
triple jump.

The boys team was spearheaded by two-event 
winner Jaylin Raab, who won the 200-meter race 
and the long jump.

Both of NRHEG’s teams will next compete at the 
Gopher Conference Meet at Triton High School on 
Saturday at 10 a.m.

Huskies lacrosse stomps Spartans 16-3
BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS

sPORTs edITOR

The Owatonna girls 
lacrosse team scored 
another massive home 
win by beating the 
Rochester Mayo Spar-
tans 16-3 last week.

The win capped 
off a 1-1 week for the 
Huskies, and kept the 
team in second place 
in the Big Nine Confer-
ence with a 5-2 overall 
and 5-1 in-conference 
record.

Owatonna led early 
and led often against 
Mayo, who were unable 
to stop the relentless 
offensive pressure from 
the Huskies.

Despite the team 
scoring 16 goals in the 
game, all of the team’s 
goals were distributed 
between four athletes: 
Ellery Blacker, Madison 
McGinn, Annika Moran 
and Audrey Simon.

Both McGinn and 
Moran had monster 
nights putting up dou-
ble hat tricks with six 
goals apiece.

Moran also added 
two assists on top of her 
six goals to tally a team-
high eight points.

Simon also recorded 
a hat trick with three 
goals and an assist 
for four points, while 
Blacker added one goal 
and one assist for two 
points.

Goaltender Zoe An-
derson had a relatively 
quiet night in net for the 
Huskies and managed 
to keep Mayo off of the 
scoreboard on seven oc-
casions stopping seven 
of 10 shots against while 
only relinquishing 
three goals.

Owatonna’s win 
will feel sweet for the 
Huskies after having 
lost 10-9 to Rochester 
Century in the team’s 
only other appearance 
last week.

Moran and McGinn 
once again posted hat 
tricks in the game, but 
it was Simon who had a 
team-high four points 
on one goal and three 

assists to lead the Hus-
kies offensively.

However, the scoring 
output was not enough 
to match that of Roch-
ester Century, who had 
the majority of quality 
scoring chances in the 
game, and put 10 of 16 
shots past Anderson.

Owatonna’s 1-1 week 
kept the Huskies near 
the top of the Big Nine 
Conference scoreboard 
as the team currently 
sits in second place be-
hind Rochester Century 
with a 5-2 overall record 
and 4-1 in-conference 
record.

The Huskies will 
get one more crack 
at conference-leader 
Rochester Century on 
May 20, but will have a 
three-game stretch to 
complete before ship-
ping out to Rochester to 

face the Panthers.
In the meantime, 

Owatonna’s next game 
will be at home against 
Mankato on Thursday 
at 7:15 p.m.

Player Stats
vs. Rochester Mayo
 G A P
Moran 6 2 8
McGinn 6 0 6
Simon 3 1 4

Blacker 1 1 2
 SA SV GA
Anderson 10 7 3

vs. Rochester Century
 G A P
Simon 1 3 4

McGinn 3 0 3
Moran 3 0 3
Oldenfeldt 1 0 1
Hayes 1 0 1

 SA SV GA

Anderson 16 6 10

STAFF PHOTO BY SHELBY BORN
Owatonna’s Annie Moran, 20, makes her way to the net against Rochester Mayo in last week’s game. Moran 
scored the first goal of the game and finished with six total goals.

STAFF PHOTO BY SHELBY BORN
Owatonna’s Kaitlin Bruessel tries to escape the Rochester Mayo defense with the ball. Bruessel was held scoreless in the Huskies’ 16-3 against 
Rochester Mayo last week.
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GOOD LUCK
TIGERS!
Moving Kids

Forward

THE MEDFORD 
SCHOOL 

IS PROUD OF YOU!

THE MEDFORD 
SCHOOL 

IS PROUD OF YOU!

GOOD LUCK 
TO ALL OUR 

TIGER TEAMS!

POLY PAK PLASTICS 
MEDFORD  

1-800-856-9864

MICHAEL
BISHMAN

HOME OF THE 
HONEST 

MECHANICS!

1125 S. Oak Ave. • Owatonna
507-431-4576

www.Honest1Owatonna.com

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

Brick-Meger Funeral Home

Medford Funeral Home

PROUDLY SERVING
STEELE COUNTY

 &
m e g e r c a r e s . c o m

5 0 7 . 4 5 1 . 1 4 5 7

If you've ever called Jensen 
Heating, AC & Plumbing for any 
work, you already know they're 

the best around and why 
Amana recommends them.
104 Central Ave N, 

Geneva, MN
507-256-4712

Lerbergs 
Fitness Center

& Car Wash

118 5th Ave
Ellendale, MN
507-684-2471

Steele County's Oldest Grocery Store!

Sunday

GO PANTHERS!!GO PANTHERS!!

507-684-9422
Ellendale

507-583-4472
583-2296
Blooming Prairie

Good Luck Blossoms!

Serving
Southern 

Minnesota & 
Northern Iowa

Blooming Prairie Branch
236 East Main St.    507.583.6627   usbank.com

Member FDIC

Blooming
Prairie
Branch

USBANK.COM vandalsfamilymarket.com

Hours: 8 am - 7 pm 
7 Days a Week

AREA SPORTS BOOSTERS
These businesses and organizations are proud supporters of the Steele County Times’ expanded county wide 

sports coverage. We wish all local teams the best success throughout the season.  
Go Blossoms, Go Tigers, Go Huskies and Go Panthers!

Moving kids forward

Good Luck 
This 

Season Teams!
From the 

Owatonna 
Bus Company

623 6th Street SE
Blooming Prairie

507-583-7001
www.sportstitch.net

Blossom Logo Wear
One Stop Shop

AMESBURY
TRUTH
.com

Moving kids forward

Good Luck
This Season Teams!

From the
Blooming Prairie

Bus Company

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

236 E Main St.  PO Box 66●

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Office (507) 583-7971

Fax (507) 583-7147

Cell (507) 383-3988

rrinsllccarl@gmail.com

Carl R. Peterson
Jill Lindeman

236 E Main St.  PO Box 66●

Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Office (507) 583-7971

Fax (507) 583-7147

Cell (507) 383-3988

rrinsllccarl@gmail.com

Dellwo also found 
familiar names from 
Owatonna and Steele 
County.

April 20, 1942: “Left 
the highway at Carls-
bad and drove 8 miles 
to Vista to see Mrs. 
Prokopec…”

McEathron de-
scribed Vista as “a 
new, rapidly growing 
town among hills in 
center of a rich citrona 
fruit section. In time I 
imagine it will be like 
Beverly Hills — as 
many retired wealthy 
people are building 
lovely homes there.”

Vista was incorpo-
rated 20 years later; its 
most recent popula-
tion is listed as nearly 
102,000.

And on June 1, 1942, 

as they headed back to 
Minnesota, the couple 
stopped in Battle 
Mountain, Nev., for the 
night.

“Eva Kottke Wells 
lived here until very 
recently,” McEath-
ron wrote, “also Bill 
Kottke’s son. Lady in 
charge of auto court 
(precursor to a motel) 
has relatives in Dodge 
Center by the name of 
Willis Griffith.”

She can’t be refer-
ring to Bill Kottke, 
the Owatonna jeweler, 
though. He would have 
been just 9 years old at 
the time.

The second journal 
documents the pair’s 
trip back to California, 
from Feb. 16, 1943, to 
their return to Owaton-
na on June 26, 1945.

Fred got a job at 
Hughes Aircraft; 
Blanche worked at 
Douglas Aircraft from 
April-November 1943.

She wrote nothing 
from Dec. 1943 through 
June 21, 1945, when 
they started the drive 

back to Owatonna.
“I hope someone 

knows something about 
them,” Dellwo said, 
hoping area geneal-
ogists or a historical 
society would like to 
have them. “They’re 
interesting reading.”

Gantert lifts  
OHS tennis

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHNNIE PHILLIPS
Owatonna’s Nils Gantert attempts a serve at the 
Lakeville North Invitational last weekend. Gantert 
and teammate Charlie Rucker won the No. 1 doubles 
bracket at the tournament and were Owatonna’s lone 
victors. More details on Page B10.

GOPHER CONFERENCE STANDINGS
SOFTBALL

 Conf. Overall
Randolph 6-1-0 12-4-0   
NRHEG 5-1-0 6-4-0
Blooming Prairie 5-2-0 8-3-0
Bethlehem Academy 3-2-0 7-3-0
Hayfield 3-2-0 4-6-1
United South Central 2-2-0 5-2-0
Maple River 2-2-0 3-5-0
WEM 0-4-0 4-4-0
Medford 0-3-0 0-7-0 

BASEBALL
 Conf. Overall
Randolph 6-0-0 11-0-0
Hayfield 6-1-0 9-2-0
Maple River 4-1-0 6-2-0
JWP 2-4-0 3-6-0
Medford 1-2-0 2-4-0
United South Central 1-2-0 2-3-0
NRHEG 1-4-0 1-4-0
Blooming Prairie 0-3-0 0-5-0
WEM 0-5-0 1-6-0

BIG NINE CONFERENCE STANDINGS
SOFTBALL

 Conf. Overall
Mankato West 8-0-0 12-0-0
Winona 7-1-0 11-1-0
Rochester Mayo 7-2-0 9-5-0
Mankato East 5-2-0 6-4-0
Northfield 6-3-0 7-3-0
Owatonna 6-3-0 7-6-0
Red Wing 3-4-0 4-5-0
Rochester Century 1-5-0 1-5-0
Rochester John Marshall 1-6-0 2-8-0
Faribault 1-7-0 2-9-0
Austin 0-6-0 0-7-0
Albert Lea 0-6-0 0-8-0 

BASEBALL
 Conf. Overall
Mankato West 7-1-0 8-1-0
Rochester Mayo 7-2-0 9-3-0
Red Wing 5-2-0 6-3-0
Rochester Century 4-2-0 4-3-0
Northfield 4-3-0 4-5-0
Mankato East 2-3-0 5-3-0
Austin 2-3-0 3-4-0
Albert Lea 3-5-0 4-6-0
Winona 2-2-0 2-3-0
Rochester John Marshall 2-4-0 3-5-0
Owatonna 2-5-0 3-6-0
Faribault 0-6-0 1-7-0

GIRLS LACROSSE
 Conf. Overall
Rochester Century 4-0-0 5-2-0
Owatonna 4-1-0 5-2-0
Mankato 3-2-0 5-2-0
Northfield 2-3-0 2-4-0
Rochester Mayo 1-3-0 1-5-0
Rochester John Marshall/ 
Lourdes 0-5-0 0-7-0

BOYS LACROSSE
 Conf. Overall
Northfield 4-0-0 5-1-0
Mankato 2-1-0 2-2-0
Owatonna 2-2-0 2-3-0
Rochester Mayo 2-3-0 3-4-0
Rochester Century/ 
John Marshall 0-4-0 1-5-0

BOYS TENNIS
 Conf. Overall
Rochester Mayo 9-0-0 10-1-0
Owatonna 8-1-0 10-1-0
Rochester Century 7-1-0 10-1-0
Rochester John Marshall 8-2-0 9-2-0
Mankato West 7-3-0 9-3-0
Mankato East 5-3-0 7-3-0
Northfield 4-5-0 5-5-0
Winona 3-5-0 3-6-0
Austin 2-8-0 2-8-0
Red Wing 2-8-0 2-10-0
Faribault 1-9-0 1-15-0
Albert Lea 0-11-0 0-15-0

SPORTS BRIEFS 

Huskies baseball strings together  
2 wins

The Owatonna baseball team strung together 
two wins at the St. Cloud Tournament last week-
end before dropping a game to Maple Grove to 
finish the weekend 2-1.

Owatonna got the best of St. Cloud in its open-
ing match 9-8 before moving on to beat Little Falls 
7-1 the next day. After losing its 5-3 lead in the 
bottom of the sixth when St. Cloud exploded for 
five runs to make the game 8-5, Owatonna got the 
job done in the top of the seventh inning with four 
runs to make the final score 9-8 after shutting out 
St. Cloud in the bottom of the seventh.

Owatonna rounded out the tournament with a 
12-2 loss to Maple Grove in a game that lasted just 
five innings. Caleb Vereide took the loss to Maple 
Grove after being hit for four runs on five hits in 
1/3 innings pitched. Earlier in the week, Owaton-
na suffered two conference losses to Rochester 
Mayo and Mankato East by scores of 14-1 and 11-8 
respectively.

Up next for the Huskies is a doubleheader on 
the road against Northfield beginning on Thurs-
day at 4 p.m.

Dramatic OT win for Huskies lacrosse
The Owatonna lacrosse team finished its road 

trip to Hermantown/Proctor (HP) in dramatic 
fashion by beating the Stealth 9-8 in overtime.

With the game at 8-7 in favor of HP with 19 sec-
onds remaining in the fourth quarter, Owatonna 
senior midfielder Preston Meier netted a shot to 
tie the game and force overtime.

In overtime, Lucas Jensen left the field a hero 
for the Huskies after netting the game-winner 
for the Huskies. Owatonna suffered a close loss 
earlier in the week falling 14-11 to Rochester Mayo 
on the road. The Huskies came back to lead 8-6 
at halftime after being down 6-1 at the end of the 
first quarter. However, the two-goal lead was not 
enough as the Spartans outscored the Huskies 8-3 
over the next two quarters to take the win.

Meier led the team with three goals and four 
assists for seven total points in the game.

Up next for the Huskies is a home matchup 
against New Prague on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Huskies girls golf 7th in Northfield
The Owatonna Huskies girls golf team came in 

seventh place at the Willingers Invitational last 
week in Northfield.

Owatonna’s score of 428 was one stroke bet-
ter than Roseville Area for seventh place and 34 
strokes behind Northfield for sixth place.

Junior MaKayla Mahlman and eighth-grader 
Carmen Jirele led the Huskies with team-low 
scores of 99. The girls team also took home first 
place in a triangular match with Faribault and 
Mankato West at Owatonna Country Club earlier 
in the week, with a winning total of 409.

Jirele led the Huskies to the win with a score of 
93 and placed first overall as an individual.

The boys team’s lone competition of the week 
came on Monday at a triangular with Faribault 
and Mankato West at Faribault Golf Club.

The Huskies boys squad placed second with 353 
strokes behind first-place Faribault’s score of 325.

Sophomore Quinn Thompson was Owatonna’s 
highest finisher in third place with a total score of 
80. The girls squad will face Winona and Roches-
ter Century next at Northern Hills Golf Course 
on Wednesday, May 11 at 2:30 p.m. while the boys 
team will travel to Northfield for a quadrangular 
tournament at Northfield Golf Club on Thursday 
at 1:30 p.m.

Huskies cap week with victory over 
Mankato East

The Owatonna softball team beat down the 
Mankato East Cougars 7-2 at home last Thursday 
to cap a 2-1 week.

Owatonna led early and often against Mankato 
East, and built a 7-0 lead through four innings.

Kennedy Hodgman threw seven innings allow-
ing two runs on four hits while striking out two 
batters. Zoie Roush, Parris Hovden and Katelyn 
Bentz all had a team-high two RBIs in the game.

Earlier in the week, Owatonna split a double-
header with Rochester Mayo 1-1.

Mayo got the best of Owatonna in the first game 
11-5 to claim the conference win, but Owatonna 
was able to avenge its first-game loss with a 14-5 
win in the second game.

Roush led the Huskies with two hits and four 
RBIs in the first game against Mayo while Kendra 
Bogen led the team with three hits, two runs and 
three RBIs in the second game.

The Huskies will take on Northfield next in a 
home doubleheader on Thursday at 4 p.m.

A page out of Blanche McEathron’s journal from 
February 1943 talks about the cost of the drive 
from Owatonna to Culver City, Calif., as well as the 
housing they secured for $35 per month. The woman 
who found the journals would like to give them to 
McEathron’s relatives or a historical society.

Journals rich in history – and mystery
◄ JOURNALS from B3
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DUANE EDGARDUANE EDGAR    
PERSONALPERSONAL    
PROPERTY  PROPERTY  

LIVE AUCTIONLIVE AUCTION
TRACTORS - FARM EQUIPMENT 

TOOLS - HAY - HOUSEHOLD

SAT, May 21, 2022 
10:00 AM

74812 250th Ave, Hayfield
GO TO 

plainviewauctions.com  
FOR DETAILS

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Duane has decided to move 
off the farm and downsize. Auction will be held live 
only.

DIRECTIONS: From Hayfield: 5-1/2 miles east on 
Hwy 30 to Oslo, then south on 250th Ave for 1-3/4 
miles.

TRACTORS, SKID LOADERS, TRAILER: 1953 IH 966 
tractor, 9,951 hrs, 3-pt, dual hyd, w/GB heavy duty 
loader & 8’ material bucket - Zebra 2522 diesel util-
ity tractor, 267 hrs, 3-pt, exc rubber - Farmall H w/
fenders - Gehl 4500 skid steer w/bucket, gas - Gehl 
3510 skid steer, needs radiator & new motor - 16’ 
car hauler trailer 

FARM MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT: Vermeer 605F 
round baler - 3-pt heavy duty post hole digger - 
New Holland 56 rake - Southeast pallet-type round 
bale mover - Homemade pallet-type bale mover - 
2-section drag - 3-pt blade - Loftness 3-pt. snow 
blower - Wire cattle panels - 3-pt digger - John 
Deere 40 manure spreader - New Holland 489 hay-
bine - Tube gates of varied lengths - Tombstone 
round bale feeder - Older round bale feeder - 350 
Chevy motor - 3-pt spear round bale fork - 220’ 
silo cord - Steel posts - Fimco sprayer on trailer - 
90’ cement H-feed bunk (buyer to remove)

TOOLS & SHOP ITEMS: King Craft generator - 
Alkota 3102A elec pressure washer, 1,000 lb PSI 
- Bosch 3/8 hammer drill - IH 3/4” socket set - Lin-
coln 225 amp welder - Fifth-wheel camper hitch 
- 30’ extension ladder - Forks - Shovels - Assorted 
shop supplies & tools

LAWN & GARDEN: Senator garden tiller w/Briggs 
& Stratton engine - Patio set w/glass-top table & 
4 chairs - 4 grill LP gas tanks - Lawn roller - Rem-
ington pole saw - Poulan chain saw 35 cc 16” bar 
- Sprayer motor, hose & reel 

OTHER:  Round pen with 14 panels & 1 gate - Ap-
prox 50 round bales of grass hay (1,000# bales)

ANTIQUES: Quick Meal wood kitchen stove - Vin-
tage wood toolbox, 100 years old - 3-drawer dress-
er - Mantle clock - Vintage Singer treadle sewing 
machine w/cabinet - Spool back rocker - 2 antique 
brass fire extinguishers - Steel wagon wheel - Met-
al implement seats - Foot locker 

HOUSEHOLD: Dining Set w/table & 5 chairs - Leath-
er recliner - Swivel rocker - 3-drawer dresser - 
Sewing machine cabinet - Wrought iron twin bed 
w/new mattress - Twin bed w/high back headboard 
- Commode w/towel rack - Dresser w/wishbone 
mirror - Teeter hang up tip table - Frigidaire chest 
freezer - Knee scooter - Assorted household items

PLAINVIEW ONLINE AUCTIONS  
Steve Flies, Auctioneer • 507-259-9098

fliesauctions@yahoo.com • MN Lic. 79-31

CONGRATULATE your graduate in the paper with a THEN childhood 
photo and NOW graduate photo for a fun keepsake to remember.

Extend best wishes to your favorite graduate in our special  
section appearing in late May. 

Email THEN and NOW photos to:
cwolff@steelecountytimes.com  

or fill out the form and mail or stop in:
STEELE COUNTY TIMES

109 W. Rose St.  P.O. Box 247 (411 E. Main St.)
Owatonna, MN 55060 Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Cost: $20  //  Deadline: Friday, May 6

HEY Mom & Dad, Grandma & Grandpa!HEY Mom & Dad, Grandma & Grandpa!

NAME: ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________

SCHOOL:  _________________________________________________

PHONE:  __________________________________________________

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________

CREDIT CARD INFO: _______________________________________

CARD EXPIRES: ________________ 3-DIGIT CODE: ____________

MESSAGE: (UP TO 30 WORDS) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

SCHOOL’S NAME + LOGO

SAMPLE TEXT: Your new chapter is 
just beginning. Fly high and continue 
to be you. There are no words that can 
adequately describe how much you are 
loved by all of us. Go do amazing things 
and know we are always here to support 
you. 

Love, Mom and Dad 

NOWNOW
 

THENTHEN
FIRST & LAST NAME

SAMPLE CONGRATULATORY AD FOR YOUR SPECIAL GRAD

Always Local. 
All The Time.

Owatonna Eagles announce 
scholarship winners

Seven Owatonna 
students have been 
awarded scholarships 
ranging from $500 to 
$1,000 through the Owa-
tonna Eagles Don Tuerk 
Memorial Scholarship 
program.

The Eagles club re-
ceived a record number 
of applications and 
recently selected these 
winners:

$1,000 awards
· Hailey Cockram, 

studying to be an 
esthetician at Riverland 
College

· Ben Zappa, study-
ing Law Enforcement 
at Minnesota State 
Mankato

· Madalyn Kubista, 
studying Nursing at 
Rassmussen University

$500 awards
· Brianne Hinchley, 

studying nursing at 
Augustana University

· Logan Buecksler, 
studying Electrical Fire 
Protection at South 
Central College

· Grace Karsten, 
studying Social Work at 
Winona State University

· Ava Westbrook, 
studying Pre-Physical 
Therapy at University 
of South Dakota

Over the past five 
years, the Owatonna 
Eagles club has award-
ed $24,000 scholar-

ships to area students 
through the Don Tuerk 
Endowment. Tuerk 
was a long-time Eagles 
member and Owatonna 
firefighter.

The club has also do-
nated $100,000 over the 
past two years to local 
sports teams and Steele 
County area organiza-
tions. As part of their 
“People Helping People” 
motto, they offer a free 
first-year membership 
to all first respond-
ers, firefighters, law 
enforcement personnel, 
veterans, and active 
military personnel.

Learn more at ea-
gles1791.com.

DON'T
miss out on

The Steele County Times
is available at the

following locations:

THIS

WEEK!THIS

WEEK!

Blooming Prairie
Casey's 
Vandal's 
Steele County
Times office

Casey's
Lerberg's
Grocery Store

Ellendale

Owatonna
Hy-Vee

Kwik Trip
Oak St.

Kwik Trip
Mineral Springs

Sterling Drug

Cashwise

Kwik-Trip
Frontage Rd

Kwik Trip

Kwik Trip
Clinton Falls

Always local, 
all the time. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES

FORECLOSURE

PROBATE

County Highway Project
Advertisement for Bids

Close Tuesday, May 24, 2022
Steele County, Minnesota

Sealed electronic bids for the contract listed below will be received by the Board 
of County Commissioners of Steele County, Minnesota, until 10:00 AM on Tues-
day, May 24, 2022, through Steele County’s online electronic bid system (bid-
VAULT).  At that time, the bids will be electronically opened, read publicly at the 
Steele County Highway Department, Steele County Public Works Building, 3000 
Hoffman Drive NW, Owatonna, Minnesota 55060, and results posted online at 
https://mn-co-steele.app.rtvision.com/oneoffice/bidding.
  

CONTRACT NO. 227005
MINNESOTA PROJECT NO. HSIP 7422(173)

STATE AID PROJECT NUMBER: SAP 074-070-005

PROJECT TITLE: Countywide Chevrons-Enhanced Curve Delineation Signs

TYPE OF WORK: Chevrons – Enhanced Curve Delineation

The major items of work are approximately:
 
Item Number Item Unit Quantity
2021.501/00010 MOBILIZATION LS 1
2104.502/01220 REMOVE SIGN EACH 140
2563.601/00010 TRAFFIC CONTROL LS 1
2564.518/00130 SIGN PANELS TYPE C S F 2043

ONLY REGISTERED PLANHOLDERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO BID PROJECT. 
To become a registered plan holder and to bid electronically, you must create 
an account at: https://connex.uccs.com. Complete digital project documents are 
available for download at https://mn-co-steele.app.rtvision.com/oneoffice/bid-
ding.  There is no cost to register or download the Project Plans and Proposal 
documents. Project bidding documents may be examined at the Steele County 
Highway Department, Steele County Public Works Building, 3000 Hoffman Drive 
NW, Owatonna, Minnesota 55060. 

BIDS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED BY SUBMITTING AN ELECTRONIC BID US-
ING BIDVAULT at https://bidvault.mn.uccs.com.  NO HARD COPY BIDS WILL 
BE ACCEPTED.  Instructions on submitting a bid electronically can be found on 
the bidVAULT website.  The cost to submit a bid is $25. 

Bids must be accompanied by a corporate surety bond made in favor of Steele 
County. Upon execution of the Contract, bid bonds will be returned to the unsuc-
cessful bidders within 30 days of the opening of the bids.  

Minimum wage rates to be paid by the Contractors have been predetermined 
and are subject to the Work Hours Act of 1962, P.L. 87-581 and implementing 
regulations.

READ CAREFULLY THE WAGE SCALES 
AND DIVISION A OF THE SPECIAL  

PROVISIONS AS THEY AFFECT 
THIS/THESE PROJECT/PROJECTS

The Minnesota Department of Transportation hereby notifies all bidders:

in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Act), as amended and 
Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Subtitle A Part 21, Non-discrimination in 
Federally-assisted programs of the Department of Transportation, it will affirma-
tively assure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded maximum opportunity to 
participate and/or to submit bids in response to this invitation, and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, disability, age, sex or national 
origin in consideration for an award;

in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, and Title 
23, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 230 Subpart A-Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity on Federal and Federal-Aid Construction Contracts (including supportive 
services), it will affirmatively assure increased participation of minority groups 
and disadvantaged persons and women in all phases of the highway construc-
tion industry, and that on any project constructed pursuant to this advertisement 
equal employment opportunity will be provided to all persons without regard to 
their race, color, disability, age, religion, sex or national origin;

in accordance with the Minnesota Human Rights Act, Minnesota Statute 363A.08 
Unfair discriminatory Practices, it will affirmatively assure that on any project 
constructed pursuant to this advertisement equal employment opportunity will 
be offered to all persons without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national 
origin, sex, marital status, status with regard to public assistance, membership or 
activity in a local commission, disability, sexual orientation, or age;

in accordance with the Minnesota Human Rights Act, Minnesota Statute 363A.36 
Certificates of Compliance for Public Contracts, and 363A.37 Rules for Certifi-
cates of Compliance, it will assure that appropriate parties to any contract entered 
into pursuant to this advertisement possess valid Certificates of Compliance.

If you have employed more than 40 full-time employees in any state, on any 
single working day during the previous 12 months, you must have a compliance 
certificate issued by the Minnesota Department of Human Rights to bid on any 
job in this advertisement. Please contact the Department of Human Rights imme-
diately if you need assistance in obtaining a certificate. 

The following notice from the Minnesota Department of Human Rights applies to 
all contractors:

“It is hereby agreed between the parties that Minnesota Statute, section 363A.36 
and Minnesota Rules, parts 5000.3400 to 5000.3600 are incorporated into any 
contract between these parties based on this specification or any modification of 
it. A copy of Minnesota Statute 363A.36 and Minnesota Rules, parts 5000.3400 
to 5000.3600 is available upon request from the contracting agency.”

“It is hereby agreed between the parties that this agency will require affirma-
tive action requirements be met by contractors in relation to Minnesota Statute 
363A.36 and Minnesota Rules 5000.3600. Failure by a contractor to implement 
an affirmative action plan or make a good faith effort shall result in revocation of 
its certificate or revocation of the contract (Minnesota Statute 363A.36, Subd. 2 
and 3).”

The Steele County Board of Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids or to waive defects.

For questions, contact Paul Sponholz, Assistant County Engineer, at 507-444-
7672 or paul.sponholz@co.steele.mn.us.
 
Published on:
Owatonna People’s Press  4/28/22, 5/5/22, 5/12/22
Steele County website: www.co.steele.mn.us 
Minnesota Construction eAdvertising website: https://eadvert.rtvision.com/ 
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NOTICE OF  
MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFI-
CATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That default has 
occurred in the conditions 
of the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
May 6, 2016

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $148,265.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Jody L 
Kewatt, a single man

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for American Mort-
gage & Equity Consul-
tants, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE 
OF FILING: Record-
ed on May 10, 2016 
as Document Number 
A000407488; as modified 
of record by document 
recorded on October 20, 
2020 as Document Num-
ber A000432158 in the 
Office of the County Re-
corder of Steele County, 
Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned 
to: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation by as-
signment recorded on 
September 16, 2019 
as Document Number 
A000425435 in the Office 
of the County Recorder 
of Steele County, Minne-
sota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: Lot 11, 
Block 2, and the East 28 
feet of Lot 10, Block 2, 
Pine Corner Addition to 
Owatonna, Steele Coun-
ty, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 520 18TH 
ST SE, OWATONNA, MN 
55060

COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCAT-
ED: Steele County, Min-
nesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$155,138.80

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: American 
Mortgage & Equity Con-
sultants, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Freedom Mort-
gage Corporation

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER: 17-
212-0211

T R A N S A C T I O N 
AGENT’S MORTGAGE 
I D E N T I F I C A T I O N 
NUMBER: 1008671-
0000042934-8

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been insti-
tuted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining se-
cured by such mortgage, 
or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceed-
ing has been instituted, 
that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein 
has been returned unsat-
isfied, in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power 
of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: June 21, 2022 at 
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Steele 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter, 204 Pearl Street East, 
Owatonna, MN 55060.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actual-
ly paid by the mortgag-
ee, on the premises and 
the costs and disburse-
ments allowed by law.  
The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months 
from the date of sale.  

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: 
Unless said mortgage is 
reinstated or the proper-
ty redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption 
is reduced by judicial or-
der, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. 
on December 21, 2022.

THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORT-
GAGOR, THE MORT-
GAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MIN-
NESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, DE-
TERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IM-
PROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY 
USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND 
ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: April 25, 2022

FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By:  /s/  
 
N. Kibongni  
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, 
Esq.
*Sung Woo Hong, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(19-1305-FC02)

THIS IS A  
COMMUNICATION 

FROM A DEBT  
COLLECTOR.

5/4T6

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEELE

THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

PROBATE COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.
74-PR-22-545

Estate of 
Merle Felix Meixner a/k/a 
Merle F. Meixner a/k/a 
Merle Meixner,
 Decedent.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an 
application for informal 
probate of the Decedent’s 
Will, dated September 28, 
2018, (“Will”), has been 
filed with the Registrar.  
The application has been 
granted.  

Notice is also given that 
the Registrar has infor-
mally appointed Brenda J. 
Sammon, whose address 
is 7678 SW 38th Street, 
Owatonna, Minnesota, 
55060, as personal repre-
sentative of the Estate of 
the Decedent.  Any heir, 
devisee or other interest-
ed person may be entitled 
to appointment as per-
sonal representative or 
may object to the appoint-
ment of the personal rep-
resentative.  Unless ob-
jections are filed with the 
Court (pursuant to Min-
nesota Statutes section 
524.3-607) and the Court 
otherwise orders, the per-
sonal representative has 
full power to administer 
the Estate, including, af-
ter 30 days from the date 

of issuance of letters, the 
power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real 
estate.  

Any objections to the 
probate of the Will or ap-
pointment of the Personal 
Representative must be 
filed with this Court and 
will be heard by the Court 
after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper 
notice of hearing.  

Notice is also given 
that (subject to Minnesota 
Statutes section 524.3-

801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate 
are required to present 
the claims to the person-
al representative or to the 
Court Administrator with-
in four months after the 
date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated: 4/25/2022  
/s/ Darla J. Busian

Registrar

Robin Hoesley
Court Administrator

   
Attorney for Personal 
Representative  
Sarah E. Berger 
Sarah Berger Law, PLLC 
2738 West River Park-
way Minneapolis, MN, 
55406 
Attorney License No: 
0393547 
Telephone: (612) 548-
1544 
Email: sarah@sarahber-
gerlaw.com

5/11T2

STEELE COUNTY 
FIRST HALF

Real Estate Taxes

• DUE MAY 16, 2022 •

We have several options for you to 
pay your real estate taxes.

• OUR OFFICE OR DROP BOX at:  
630 Florence Avenue

• ONLINE at: www.co.steele.mn.us.
• MAIL to us at:   

Steele County Treasurer
PO Box 890

Owatonna, MN 55060

MUST BE POST MARKED BY MAY 16. 
5/4T2
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COINS
NEED CASH? I give 
free appraisals of your 
older coins from 1964 
and older. I am also 
looking to buy older 
coins such as silver 
dollars, halves, quar-
ters, dimes, and Indi-
an Head cents. Please 
call Ron from Hayfield 
at 507-477-2427 or 
507-259-6460. 4/21T6

BIG 4 BEDROOM, 3 
bath, 2-car garage with 
opener. All new inside 
including all new ap-
pliances. AVAILABLE 
NOW. References, 
deposit, and one year 
lease required. $1,500/
month. 507-374-2204 
or 507-951-1085.  
 12/30TFN

DODGE COUNTY 
RENTALS 1 & 2 bd 
apts. in Claremont, 
Dodge Center, & Kas-
son. Family & senior 
rentals. Smoke free, 
month to month leas-
es & deposit payment 

FOR RENT

plans. 507-451-8524, 
www.lifestyleinc.net 
tdd 507-451-0704 
EHO                       5/5T2

FOR SALE: 2 RES-
IDENTIAL LOTS in 
Hayfield. Call 507-421-
1683.                   5/5T3pd

MOVING SALE 75856 
Highway 218 S, Bloom-
ing Prairie. Friday, May 
13 from 3 p.m.-7 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 14 
from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Items include furniture, 
kitchen, misc. house-
hold items. Wooden 
crib, changing table 
& highchair. Tread-
mill. BP Blossom corn 
hole set. Various lawn 
care equipment. Many 
Coach purses! Wom-
en’s coats, clothing, 
boots & shoes. Christ-
mas tree and holiday 
decor. Too many items 
to list!  5/5T3pd

ACROSS
1 Salary limits
5 Sign of life

10 ____ one's time
14 Away from the

wind
15 Pass into law
16 Bidding site
17 Reddish-brown
18 Good-looking
20 Send into a 

swoon
22 Reacts to yeast
23 Triangular Greek

letter
24 Like many wed-

ding cakes
26 Welles of film 

fame
28 Swelling reducer
32 Leave a mark on
35 Take the pulpit
37 One of Mickey's 

exes
38 TV cabinet
40 Twisting Chubby 67 Work well 11 Egyptian bird 39 Rotten to the 
42 "Tarzan" extra together 12 Kevin Kline title core
43 Reason out 68 Unable to relax role 41 Social worker's 
45 Ethereal 69 Property title 13 Spud's buds work
46 Beginner, 19 Nativity scene 44 Worst looking

slangily DOWN 21 Golfer's concern 47 Bit of fresh air?
48 When tripled, an 1 Gave a hoot 25 Heavier, as a 49 Caustic cleaner

Elvis tune 2 Unaccompanied dessert 51 Commercial 
50 McDonald's 3 Necklace item 27 Stomach neigh- creator

clown 4 Ottawa's NHL bor 53 Present time
52 Meddlesome sort team 29 Make cookies 54 Boxer's quest
56 French farewell 5 Gardening moss 30 Say it's so 55 Vocally
59 Fuel for big rigs 6 Lacking in 31 Larson of "The 56 "Beg pardon ..."
61 Workplace trou- schooling Far Side" 57 British title

ble, sometimes 7 Base "facilities" 32 Read a bar code 58 Pupil's place
63 Not fooled by 8 Rockslide debris 33 Manage some- 60 Legal 
64 Send forth 9 Capt.'s guess how postponement
65 Rotini, for one 10 Come to pass 34 One more time 62 Chic getaway
66 Civil rights org. 36 Fender benders

Week of 5/9/22 - 5/15/22 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2022 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

Solution to Crossword: 
CAPSPULSEBIDE
ALEEENACTEBAY
ROANATTRACTIVE
ENRAPTURERISES
DELTATIERED

ORSONICEBAG
SCARPREACHAVA
CONSOLECHECKER
APEDEDUCEAERY
NEWBIEGIRLS

RONALDYENTA
ADIEUDIESELOIL
HARASSMENTONTO
EMITPASTAACLU
MESHANTSYDEED

GARAGE SALE

FOR SALE

                                     Week of May 8, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

Advertise here 
statewide in 210+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

FARM EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUYFOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

GROW YOUR OWN BEEF 
Two beautiful second calf long-
horn cows with calves and two year-
lings. Great starter herd all for $5,000. 
Delivery possible 320/324-7435

EARN $15,000 -$40,000 
OVER 5 YEARS

#1 Hunting lease company In Amer-
ica. Customize your contract. Call 
Base Camp Leasing 888/871-1982

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

MOBILEHELP
America’s Premier mobile medi-
cal alert system. Whether you’re 
home or away. For safety and peace 
of mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call today! 877/629-2287

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

Life doesn’t always go as planned. For example, 
you might think you’ll retire at 65 or later, when 
you’ll be eligible for Medicare. But if you retire be-
fore then, how will you pay for your health care?

Without insurance, you risk incurring thousands 
of dollars of expenses if you are injured or be-
come seriously ill. And if you must pay for these 
costs out of pocket, you might have to dip into 
your IRA, 401(k) or other retirement accounts ear-
lier than you had planned – which could result in 
a less desirable retirement lifestyle than you had 
envisioned.

What, then, are your options? It depends on 
your situation, but here are four possibilities:

Employer retiree health benefits – If your 
former employer offers health coverage to retir-
ees, it could well be your best choice, especially 
if the employer continues to pay a share of the 
premiums. However, fewer employers are offering 
continuing health coverage to former employees, 
and among those who do, they may use certain 
criteria – such as length of service and position 
within the company – to limit eligibility.   

Spouse’s plan – If you’re married and your 
spouse still has employer-provided insurance, you 
may be able to get coverage under this plan or 
continue this coverage if you  have it already. If 
the employer subsidizes premiums for spouses, 
this plan could be an affordable choice – if not, 
though, it might be more expensive than other 
options.

COBRA – The Consolidated Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act (COBRA) allows you to main-
tain your existing coverage with the same ben-
efits and provider network. However, COBRA is 
typically only available for a specific time – usu-
ally 18 months – after you leave your employer, 
and coverage can be expensive. Your previous 
employer subsidized a portion of the premium 
as a benefit, but once you’ve retired, you’ll likely 
have to pay the entire premium, plus an addition-
al charge.

ACA Marketplace plan – Through the Afford-
able Care Act Marketplace, you can find a variety 
of plans from which to choose, possibly including 
ones that include your existing network. If you 
qualify for subsidies, the premiums for your cov-
erage may be similar to employer-sponsored cov-
erage; if not, though, they can be more expensive. 
For information on ACA Marketplace plans, visit 
www.healthcare.gov.

If you have options for health insurance, you’ll 
want to take into account differences in cover-
age and cost. Check whether your desired health 
care providers are in-network and try to deter-
mine if your current medications and the bene-
fits you rely on are covered. You may also want to 
consider a plan that allows you to open a health 
savings account (HSA), which offers potential tax 
benefits. To contribute to an HSA, you must be 
covered by a high deductible health plan (HDHP), 
so there’s that cost to consider, but if you’re in 
generally good health and you don’t expect to 
depend heavily on your health insurance until 
you’re eligible for Medicare, you might want to 
consider an HDHP.

One final note: Even when you do enroll in 
Medicare, you will still incur expenses for premi-
ums, deductibles and co-pays, so you’ll want to 
budget for these costs in your overall financial 
strategy.

In the meantime, explore your health insurance 
options. The future is not ours to see – so you’ll 
want to be prepared for anything.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Retiring early? Know your 
health care choices

edwardjones.com
Member SPIC

Jeffrey M. Hall
Financial Advisor

143 W. Bridge St.
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-446-0150
jeffrey.hall@edwardjones.com

To learn more, call today.
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Your Full-service Garden Center and Landscape Company
507-214-TREE

2449 E. Rose Street, Owatonna

www.tcnursery.com

3 MILES EAST OF GENEVA 3 MILES EAST OF GENEVA OROR 2 MILES NORTH OF   2 MILES NORTH OF  
HOLLANDALE ON COUNTY ROAD 28HOLLANDALE ON COUNTY ROAD 28 •  • WATCH FOR SIGNSWATCH FOR SIGNS

LIKE US

www.hilltopgreenhouse.com • 507-889-3271

OVER 30  OVER 30  
VARIETIES  VARIETIES  

OF TOMATOESOF TOMATOES

HOURS MON-FRI 9-7 | SAT 9-4 | SUN 10-4

IT’S IT’S 
WORTH WORTH 

THE DRIVE!THE DRIVE!

COURTESY: Michele Waddell • Steele County Master Gardener

GARDENING TIP OF THE WEEK
EARLY MAY GARDENING TIPS

•  If crabgrass has not yet appeared, apply pre-emergent control; 
if it has begun to show use post emergent control.  

•  Now is a good time to aerate and apply fertilizer.  Soil tempera-
ture should be at least 45 degrees and grass is “springing” 
well.  This is also a good time to test your soil for nutrient 
needs. You can obtain soil testing kits at SC extension office.

•  Prune broken branches as shrubs begin to green up.  If your 
evergreens have brown patches give them a chance to repair 
themselves before pruning out.  Spring moisture heals many 
issues.

Mark your calendars for SC Master Gardener plant sale  
FRI, May 20 3-7P & SAT, May 21 8-11A

Time to Think Spring

507-214-TREE
2449 E. Rose St., Owatonna 

www.tcnursery.com

Spring has sprung!Spring has sprung!

It’s time to enjoy the great It’s time to enjoy the great 
outdoors in your yard!outdoors in your yard!

Stop in for trees, shrubs, annuals,  Stop in for trees, shrubs, annuals,  
perennials, and water plants.perennials, and water plants.

323 E. Main St.
Blooming Prairie
507-583-4469

SPRUCE UP
YOUR YARD WITH 
FLOWERS FROM 

BtoZ
HHaannggiinngg  BBaasskkeettss  ••  PPootttteedd  PPllaannttss  
44--PPaacckkss  FFlloowweerrss  aanndd  VVeeggeettaabblleess

DDiirrtt  aanndd  MMuullcchh  ••  GGeerraanniiuummss
SSpprriinngg  DDeeccoorr

Southern Minnesota’s 
Largest Selection 
of Flowers and 
Vegetables
Souba Greenhouse
4003 Crane Creek Road
Owatonna, MN 55060
2 miles west of McDonalds

M-F  8 am – 7 pm    
Sat  8 am – 6 pm    

Sun  10 am – 5 pm

OPENING SOON   Skyline Plaza in Albert Lea 

507-451-1444  soubagreenhouse.com|

Skyline Plaza
1647 W. Main Street

Albert Lea, MN

Open Daily 10a-6p

OPEN

Celebrate 
National EMS 
Week with your 
local EMTs

• Door Prizes • Meet the local EMTs
• Tour ambulance garage and truck

• FREE supper
The EMT retirees will be recognized at 6 p.m.

Thanks to Linda Klemmensen, Nola Sanders, Ashley 
Boehnke, and Naomi Smith for their years of service. 

We appreciate your dedication to keeping the 
community safe! 

Blooming Prairie Ambulance
501 4th St. S.E. • Blooming Prairie

EMT
HOUSE

Tuesday, May 17 from 4-7 p.m.

411 E. Main St • Blooming Prairie • 507-583-4431

STEELECOUNTYTIMES.COM

Mastering
Gardening
LORRIE RUGG 

What a spring we have had

Wind, cold and 
rain it seemed 
like it would 

never stop! I had mem-
ories popping up on my 
Facebook feed of perenni-
als blooming a year ago; 
this year I was lucky if I 
saw anything green even 
popping through the soil. 
As gardeners we have to 
have patience, but this 
year it was pushed to the 
max. But soon we forget 
the cold dark days of 
spring when we can final-
ly get into our gardens 
and do what we love.

Some of you may 
have heard about the 
No Mow May promotion 
this spring. What does 
it really mean you ask? 
I read a fact sheet put 
out by the University of 

Minnesota Extension 
with some answers to 
great questions.

Does it really help 
the pollinators? The an-
swer is yes if you have 
plants in your yard that 
can flower in May, such 
as dandelions.

Are there benefits 
to your lawn if you let 
your lawn grow longer? 
It will help shade the 
soil surface, which can 
affect the germination 
of weed seeds and also 
help your lawn deal 
with other stresses such 
as heat and drought.

Will not mowing 
in May have negative 
effects on your yard? 
During a warmer 
spring, when the grass 
is actively growing it 
could lead to a reduc-
tion in the density of 
your grass – because 
it has not been stirred 
up, if you think of it in 
those terms. When May 
is over and you then 
resume mowing, if you 
have an excess amount 
of clippings you do need 
to remove them from 
your lawn. Leaving 
clippings on your lawn 
is always a good idea, 

but not when it becomes 
excessive.

Will the pollinators 
benefit from you putting 
up a sign letting every-
one know what you are 
doing? Well pollinators 
can’t read, but your 
neighbors can and they 
may or may not agree 
with your lawn care 
approach. So it is up to 
you if this movement is 
right for you.

Another thing you 
can do this spring for 
your garden is do a soil 
test. If you have never 
done one, it is an easy 
thing to do. If it has 
been a few years since 
you have done a test 
another one might be in 
your future. It will help 
get your garden season 
off on the right foot. At 
the Extension office we 
have soil test bags, the 
form you need to fill out 
and a brochure explain-
ing on how to collect the 
soil samples. The sam-
ples are then sent to the 
Soil Testing Laboratory 
on the St. Paul campus 
of the University of 
Minnesota and you will 
be mailed your results.

Our Steele County 

Master Gardeners are 
holding our Annual 
Plant Sale again after a 
two-year hiatus, due to 
COVID-19. We will be in 
the Community Center 
on the Fairgrounds, 
1380 South Elm on May 
20 and May 21. Friday 
hours are from 3-7 p.m. 
and Saturday morning 
from 8-11 a.m. This is 
our major fundraiser 
for our group.

Proceeds from the 
sale will be used to 
support University of 
Minnesota Extension

Master Gardener 
programs within Steele 
County.

Lorrie Rugg is the 
coordinator of the 
Master Gardener 
program for Steele 
and Rice counties. 
She may be reached 
at 507-444-7687 or 
brow3298@umn.edu.

DON'T
miss out on

The Steele County Times
is available at the

following locations:

THIS

WEEK!THIS

WEEK!

Blooming Prairie
Casey's 
Vandal's 
Steele County
Times office

Casey's
Lerberg's
Grocery Store

Ellendale

Owatonna
Hy-Vee

Kwik Trip
Oak St.

Kwik Trip
Mineral Springs

Sterling Drug

Cashwise

Kwik-Trip
Frontage Rd

Kwik Trip

Kwik Trip
Clinton Falls
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